
definition of ethnicity in sociology
Definition of Ethnicity in Sociology: Understanding Identity and Social Dynamics

definition of ethnicity in sociology is a foundational concept that helps us understand how
groups of people identify themselves and others based on shared cultural traits, ancestry, language,
and sometimes religion. In sociology, ethnicity is not just about physical appearance or race; it’s a
complex social construct that influences social interactions, group membership, and individual
identity. Exploring this concept offers valuable insights into social cohesion, conflict, and the ways
societies organize themselves around cultural differences.

What Is Ethnicity in Sociological Terms?

Ethnicity, in sociological discourse, refers to a category of people who identify with each other
through shared cultural practices, perspectives, and distinctions that set them apart from other
groups. Unlike race, which is often linked to perceived biological differences, ethnicity emphasizes
cultural traits such as language, customs, traditions, and historical experiences.

Sociologists view ethnicity as a fluid and dynamic aspect of social identity. It is not fixed or purely
inherited but can be expressed, negotiated, and modified over time. People may claim or reject
ethnic labels depending on social context, personal experiences, or political circumstances.

Key Elements Defining Ethnicity

Several characteristics commonly define ethnicity within sociological frameworks:

- **Shared Culture:** This includes language, religion, cuisine, rituals, and artistic expressions.
- **Common Ancestry or Origins:** Ethnic groups often trace their roots to a common geographical
region or historical background.
- **Sense of Community:** Members of an ethnic group typically feel a strong sense of belonging and
solidarity.
- **Distinct Identity:** Ethnicity provides a way for groups to distinguish themselves from others.
- **Social Recognition:** Ethnic identity is often maintained or validated by external recognition
from society or other groups.

These elements interplay to create a social identity that impacts everyday life, from personal
relationships to broader societal structures.

The Sociological Importance of Ethnicity

Ethnicity is more than just a label; it plays a crucial role in shaping social relations and power
dynamics. Sociologists examine ethnicity to understand patterns of inclusion and exclusion, social
stratification, and cultural preservation.



Ethnicity and Social Identity

One of the core reasons ethnicity matters in sociology is its role in social identity formation. People
derive a part of their self-concept from the ethnic group(s) to which they belong. This identity often
influences social behaviors, attitudes, and even political affiliations.

Ethnic identity provides individuals with a sense of rootedness and continuity, especially in
multicultural societies. It can foster pride and cultural heritage but also sometimes lead to feelings
of marginalization if the group is stigmatized or discriminated against.

Ethnicity and Social Stratification

Ethnicity is closely linked to social inequality in many societies. Certain ethnic groups may have
more access to resources, political power, and social mobility than others, leading to systemic
disparities.

Sociologists study how ethnic divisions contribute to social hierarchies and how these hierarchies
are maintained or challenged. Issues such as ethnic discrimination, segregation, and conflict are
often central to these analyses.

Ethnicity and Group Boundaries

Another significant aspect in sociology is how ethnicity defines group boundaries. These boundaries
can be symbolic or material and serve to include or exclude individuals from social networks,
economic opportunities, and political participation.

Understanding the social construction of ethnic boundaries helps explain phenomena like
ethnonationalism, interethnic alliances, and assimilation processes.

Ethnicity Versus Race: Clarifying the Distinction

Although ethnicity and race are sometimes used interchangeably in everyday language, sociology
draws clear distinctions between the two concepts.

- **Race** typically refers to physical characteristics such as skin color, facial features, and hair
texture, historically used to categorize humans biologically.
- **Ethnicity** focuses on cultural traits and shared heritage rather than biology.

This distinction is essential because ethnicity highlights the social and cultural dimensions of
identity, whereas race often involves imposed classifications with a history of discrimination and
power imbalance.

However, it’s important to note that in social reality, race and ethnicity often intersect, influencing
how individuals experience identity and social treatment.



The Social Construction of Ethnicity

Sociologists emphasize that ethnicity is not an inherent or static attribute but a social construct. This
means that ethnic identities are created, maintained, and transformed through social processes.

For example, immigration can reshape ethnic identities as people adapt to new cultural
environments. Political movements may also redefine or politicize ethnicity to mobilize groups or
assert rights.

This fluidity reveals why ethnicity can be a powerful yet sometimes contentious aspect of social life.

Ethnic Identity and Multiculturalism

In increasingly diverse societies, understanding the definition of ethnicity in sociology helps explain
how multiculturalism functions and the challenges it faces.

Maintaining Cultural Heritage

Ethnic groups often seek to preserve their distinct cultural practices and languages within broader
national contexts. This preservation can be a source of pride and cultural enrichment for society as a
whole.

Community organizations, cultural festivals, and language schools are common ways ethnic groups
maintain their heritage while navigating integration into the larger society.

Challenges of Ethnic Diversity

However, ethnic diversity also presents challenges, such as potential conflicts, misunderstandings,
and issues around social cohesion.

Sociologists study how societies manage these challenges through policies promoting inclusion, anti-
discrimination laws, and intercultural dialogue.

The concept of ethnicity helps explain why some groups may feel alienated or empowered,
depending on how their cultural identity is recognized and respected.

Applications of the Definition of Ethnicity in Sociology

Understanding ethnicity is not only theoretical but has practical implications in various fields:

- **Education:** Recognizing ethnic diversity helps educators create inclusive curricula that respect
different cultural backgrounds.



- **Public Policy:** Policymakers use knowledge of ethnic groups to address inequalities and design
programs that foster social integration.
- **Healthcare:** Awareness of ethnic differences can improve cultural competence and health
outcomes in diverse populations.
- **Workplace Diversity:** Companies benefit from understanding ethnic identities to build
harmonious and productive environments.

Tips for Engaging with Ethnic Diversity

- Approach ethnicity with openness and curiosity, recognizing it as a rich source of cultural
knowledge.
- Avoid stereotypes by understanding the diversity within ethnic groups.
- Promote dialogue and mutual respect across ethnic lines.
- Support policies and practices that recognize and celebrate ethnic identities without
marginalization.

Ethnicity, as defined in sociology, is a vibrant and essential dimension of human social life. It shapes
who we are, how we relate to others, and how societies evolve. By appreciating its complexity, we
can better navigate the diverse world we live in.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of ethnicity in sociology?
In sociology, ethnicity refers to a social group characterized by shared cultural traits, such as
language, religion, ancestry, and customs, which distinguish them from other groups.

How does sociology differentiate ethnicity from race?
Sociology differentiates ethnicity from race by emphasizing that ethnicity is based on cultural factors
and shared heritage, whereas race is often understood as a classification based on physical
characteristics.

Why is ethnicity considered a social construct in sociology?
Ethnicity is considered a social construct because it is defined by social perceptions and cultural
identity rather than inherent biological differences, and it can change over time and context.

How does ethnicity influence social identity in sociology?
Ethnicity influences social identity by providing individuals with a sense of belonging and shared
history, which shapes their social interactions, values, and group membership.



What role does ethnicity play in social stratification according
to sociology?
Ethnicity plays a significant role in social stratification by affecting individuals' access to resources,
opportunities, and social status, often leading to patterns of inequality and discrimination.

How do sociologists study ethnicity in diverse societies?
Sociologists study ethnicity in diverse societies by examining cultural practices, intergroup relations,
identity formation, and the impact of social policies on ethnic groups to understand social dynamics
and cohesion.

Additional Resources
Definition of Ethnicity in Sociology: An In-Depth Exploration

Definition of ethnicity in sociology serves as a foundational concept for understanding the
complex ways in which human societies categorize and relate to one another. Unlike race, which
often refers to perceived biological differences, ethnicity encompasses shared cultural traits,
language, ancestry, and historical experiences that bind groups together. Sociologists rely on this
definition to analyze social identities, group dynamics, and patterns of inclusion or exclusion within
societies.

Ethnicity is a multifaceted and dynamic construct that shapes individual and collective identities,
often influencing social interactions, political affiliations, and economic opportunities. This article
delves into the sociology-based definition of ethnicity, tracing its evolution, distinguishing it from
related concepts, and highlighting its implications in contemporary social research.

Understanding Ethnicity within Sociological
Frameworks

Ethnicity in sociology is generally understood as a social category that emerges from perceived
common ancestry, cultural heritage, language, and shared traditions. It goes beyond mere biological
classification and incorporates elements of self-identification and external recognition by others.
Sociologists emphasize that ethnicity is not fixed or solely inherited; it is fluid and can be
constructed or redefined over time through social processes.

The concept gained prominence in the mid-20th century, particularly as sociologists sought to
explain patterns of migration, assimilation, and intergroup relations. Early sociological theories
often conflated ethnicity with race, but subsequent scholarship clarified the distinctions,
highlighting ethnicity’s cultural and symbolic dimensions.

Ethnicity vs. Race: Clarifying Key Distinctions



One of the pivotal aspects of the definition of ethnicity in sociology is its differentiation from the
concept of race. While both are social constructs, race is often linked to physical characteristics such
as skin color, which are erroneously believed to reflect innate biological differences. Ethnicity, on
the other hand, is grounded in cultural identifiers including:

Language and dialects

Religious beliefs and practices

Historical experiences and collective memory

Shared customs, rituals, and cuisine

Geographical origin or homeland

For example, individuals classified racially as "black" may belong to diverse ethnic groups such as
Yoruba, Zulu, or African American, each with distinct cultural histories and social experiences.

Ethnicity as a Social Identity and Group Marker

Within sociology, ethnicity functions as a critical axis of social identity. It helps individuals locate
themselves within the social world and often serves as a basis for group solidarity or differentiation.
This identity is both subjective, based on personal or communal feelings of belonging, and objective,
as societies recognize and sometimes institutionalize ethnic categories.

The social significance of ethnicity manifests in various ways:

Social cohesion: Ethnic groups often form tight-knit communities with shared norms and
mutual support systems.

Boundary formation: Ethnic distinctions create social boundaries that define “us” versus
“them.”

Political mobilization: Ethnic identities can be mobilized for political representation or
resistance.

Economic stratification: Certain ethnic groups may experience systemic advantages or
disadvantages.

These dimensions illustrate why the definition of ethnicity in sociology must account for both
cultural practices and power relations.



Theoretical Approaches to Ethnicity in Sociology

Sociological theories offer diverse perspectives on ethnicity, each enriching the understanding of its
definition and social functions.

Primordialism

The primordialist view treats ethnicity as a fixed, given aspect of human identity rooted in kinship
ties and ancestry. According to this approach, ethnic bonds are natural and enduring, explaining
strong emotional attachments to ethnic groups. However, this perspective is criticized for
underestimating the fluid and constructed nature of ethnicity.

Constructivism

Contrasting sharply with primordialism, constructivist theories argue that ethnicity is socially
constructed through historical processes, political contexts, and social interactions. Ethnic identities
can change, emerge, or disappear depending on circumstances. For instance, immigrant groups may
redefine their ethnic identity to adapt or resist assimilation pressures.

Instrumentalism

Instrumentalist perspectives emphasize the strategic use of ethnicity by individuals or groups to
achieve political or economic goals. Ethnic identity is seen as a resource or tool for mobilization,
often activated in contexts of competition or conflict.

Global and Contemporary Perspectives on Ethnicity

In an increasingly globalized world, the definition of ethnicity in sociology must grapple with
complexities brought about by migration, transnationalism, and multicultural societies. Ethnic
identities are no longer confined to nation-states but transcend borders, creating diasporic
communities that maintain cultural ties while interacting with host societies.

Moreover, multicultural policies in many countries recognize ethnicity as a basis for diversity,
inclusion, and rights protection. This recognition influences legal frameworks, educational curricula,
and media representation, shaping how ethnicity is understood and enacted in everyday life.

Challenges in Defining and Measuring Ethnicity

Sociologists face several challenges when operationalizing ethnicity for research:



Self-identification vs. external classification: Individuals may identify with multiple
ethnicities or reject imposed categories.

Changing identities: Ethnic affiliations can evolve due to intermarriage, assimilation, or
political shifts.

Intersectionality: Ethnicity intersects with class, gender, and other identities, complicating
analysis.

Quantitative data limitations: Census and survey instruments may inadequately capture
ethnic diversity or fluidity.

These issues highlight the importance of nuanced and context-sensitive approaches when applying
the definition of ethnicity in sociology.

Implications for Social Policy and Research

A clear and comprehensive understanding of ethnicity is vital for formulating effective social policies
and conducting meaningful research. Recognizing the cultural and social dimensions of ethnicity
helps policymakers address issues such as discrimination, social integration, and minority rights.

For example, anti-discrimination laws often rely on ethnic categorizations to protect vulnerable
groups. Similarly, public health initiatives may tailor interventions based on ethnic-specific risk
factors or cultural practices.

From a research standpoint, ethnicity informs studies on social inequality, identity formation,
migration patterns, and intergroup relations. It enables sociologists to capture the lived experiences
of diverse populations and to analyze the mechanisms through which ethnicity shapes life outcomes.

---

The definition of ethnicity in sociology remains an evolving and contested terrain, reflecting broader
debates about identity, power, and culture in the social world. By emphasizing its cultural, social,
and political dimensions, sociologists continue to refine this concept to better understand human
diversity and social cohesion.
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  definition of ethnicity in sociology: The Sociology of Ethnicity Sinisa Malesevic,
2004-05-25 Provides a coherent theoretical framework for the sociological analysis of ethnicity
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Ethnicity Counts William Petersen, 2017-07-28 Official
statistics about ethnicity in advanced societies are no better than those in less developed countries.
An open industrial society is inherently fluid, and it is as hard to interpret social class and ethnic
groups there as in a nearly static community. In consequence, the collection and interpretation of
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ethnic statistics is frequently a battleground where the groups being counted contest each element
of every enumeration. William Petersen describes how ethnic identity is determined and how ethnic
or racial units are counted by official statistical agencies in the United States and elsewhere. The
chapters in this book cover such topics as: Identification of Americans of European Descent,
Differentiation among Blacks, Ethnic Relations in the Netherlands, Two Case Studies: Japan and
Switzerland, and Who is a Jew? Petersen argues that the general public is overly impressed by
assertions about ethnicity, particularly if they are supported by numbers and graphs. The flood of
American writings about race and ethnicity gives no sign of abatement. Ethnicity Counts offers an
indispensible background to meaningful interpretation of statistics on ethnicity, and will be
important to sociologists, historians, policymakers, and government officials.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Definitions of Ethnicity Wsevolod W. Isajiw,
Multicultural History Society of Ontario, 1979
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Class, Ethnicity, and Social Inequality Christopher
McAll, 1990 Working from interpretations of classic theoretical approaches to class and ethnicity,
this work discusses the role of class formation at different historical periods and in different social
contexts, looking at the idea of the nation-state and the role of ethnicity in colonialism.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Ethnicity and Citizenship J. A. Laponce, William
Safran, 1996 Contributors analyze components of citizenship in Canada and the diversity of attitudes
concerning it, from the perspectives of political science, sociology, history, public law, and
psychology. They address issues including the conflict of identities for members of various
subcultures; the tensions between Anglophone and Francophone, and native and immigrant; rivalry
between federal and provincial orientations; and past and present policies on immigration.
Distributed by ISBS. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Race and Ethnicity: Debates and controversies Harry
Goulbourne, 2001
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and Society Richard T.
Schaefer, 2008-03-20 This ambitious undertaking touches all bases, is highly accessible, and
provides a solid starting point for further exploration. —School Library Journal This three-volume
reference presents a comprehensive look at the role race and ethnicity play in society and in our
daily lives.. The Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and Society offers informative coverage of
intergroup relations in the United States and the comparative examination of race and ethnicity
worldwide. Containing nearly 600 entries, this resource provides a foundation to understanding as
well as researching racial and ethnic diversity from a multidisciplinary perspective. Key Features
Describes over a hundred racial and ethnic groups, with additional thematic essays discussing broad
topics that cut across group boundaries and impact society at large Addresses other issues of
inequality that often intersect with the primary focus on race and ethnicity, such as ability, age,
class, gender, and sexual orientation Brings together the most distinguished authorities possible,
with 375 contributors from 14 different countries Offers broad historical coverage,, ranging from
Kennewick Man to the Emancipation Proclamation to Hip-Hop Presents over 90 maps to help the
reader comprehend the source of nationalities or the distribution of ethnic or racial groups Provides
an easy-to-use statistical appendix with the latest data and carefully selected historical comparisons
Key Themes · Biographies · Community and Urban Issues · Concepts and Theories · Criminal Justice ·
Economics and Stratification · Education · Gender and Family · Global Perspectives · Health and
Social Welfare · Immigration and Citizenship · Legislation, Court Decisions, and Treaties · Media,
Sports, and Entertainment · Organizations · Prejudice and Discrimination · Public Policy · Racial,
Ethnic, and Nationality Groups · Religion · Sociopolitical Movements and Conflicts
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Dictionary of Race, Ethnicity and Culture Guido
Bolaffi, 2003 Race, ethnicity and culture are concepts that are interpreted in various and often
contradictory ways. This dictionary provides the historical background and etymology of a wide
range of words related to these concepts and ideas.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Managing Ethnic Diversity Reza Hasmath, 2016-05-13



The management of ethnic diversity has become a topical and often controversial subject in recent
times, with much debate surrounding multiculturalism as a systematic and comprehensive response
for dealing with ethnic diversity. This book engages with these debates, examining the tangible
outcomes of multiculturalism as a policy and philosophy in a range of traditional and 'newer'
multi-ethnic nations. Exploring the questions of whether multiculturalism can promote 'ethnic
harmony', employment equity and trust between various minority and non-minority groups,
Managing Ethnic Diversity also adopts a comparative perspective on the experiences of
multiculturalism in various international contexts, in order to examine whether lessons learned from
some jurisdictions can be applied to others. With an international team of experts presenting the
latest research from the UK, North America, Europe, China and Australasia, a truly global dialogue
is fostered with regard to the utility and limits of multiculturalism in local and comparative contexts.
As such, Managing Ethnic Diversity will appeal to social scientists interested in race and ethnicity,
multiculturalism and migration.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: A Comparative Study of Minority Development in China
and Canada R. Hasmath, 2010-06-07 When examining ethnic minorities' educational attainments in
urban China and Canada, they outperform or are on par with the non-minority population. However,
when analyzing high-wage, education-intensive occupations, this cohort are not as prevalent as the
non-minority population. What accounts for this discrepancy? How far does ethnicity affect one's
occupational opportunities? What does this tangibly mean with respect to the management of urban
ethnic differences? And, what steps can we take to improve this situation? Drawing upon the latest
statistics and detailed interviews, this book examines the experiences of ethnic minorities from
schooling to the job search, hiring, and promotion processes.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Ethnicity and Race Stephen Cornell, Douglas
Hartmann, 2007 Resource added for the Psychology (includes Sociology) 108091 courses.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Kirat Limbu Culture - Anthropological Investigation - into
Phyang Samba Ethnicity Dr. Nawa Raj Subba, 2023-08-15 Human existence is believed to be
incomplete without the enrichment of culture. Some individuals wholeheartedly immerse themselves
in their cultural surroundings, while others observe from a distance. The ancient Kirat civilization of
Nepal predates any religious texts we have. Unfortunately, their profound cultural wisdom has
primarily faded, leading to a disheartening void in our understanding of ancient knowledge. The
plight of the indigenous communities in the land nurtured by their toil and sacrifice is a cause for
concern. Neglecting the valuable contributions of these indigenous communities in the name of
progress leaves us incomplete. Through a thorough anthropological study of the Kirat Limbu
community, we've arrived at factual and logical conclusions regarding the questions they've raised.
This writer endeavors to share this information, driven purely by academic value and recognition.
Recognizing his responsibility, this writer, in the later stages of life, has felt a sense of urgency in
preserving the positivity of research. The book is published to document synthesized knowledge
based on trustworthy information and data, thereby sharing it with readers. This book is expected to
be a valuable resource for those seeking to understand the true essence of Nepali soil, to explore the
rich Kirat civilization, its culture, and the intricate tapestry of ethnic issues—best of luck on this
enlightening journey.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: The Max Weber Dictionary Richard Swedberg, Ola
Agevall, 2005 Max Weber is one of the world�s most important social scientists, and one of the most
notoriously difficult to understand. This dictionary will aid the reader in understanding Weber�s
work. Every entry contains a basic definition, examples of and references to the word in Weber�s
writing, and references to important secondary literature. More than an elementary dictionary,
however, this work makes a contribution to the general culture and legacy of Weber�s work. The
dictionary also contains extended entries for broader concepts and topics throughout Weber�s work,
including law, politics, and religion. Every entry in the dictionary delves into Weber scholarship and
acts as a point of departure in discussion and research. As such, this book will be an invaluable
resource to general readers, students, and scholars alike.



  definition of ethnicity in sociology: The Massachusetts General Hospital Guide to Depression
Benjamin G. Shapero, David Mischoulon, Cristina Cusin, 2018-10-17 Major Depressive Disorder
(MDD) is one of the most prevalent psychiatric disorders, with a lifetime prevalence rate of roughly
20%. MDD is a leading cause of disability and premature death worldwide, leads to greater
impairment in work functioning than other chronic medical conditions, and has an estimated annual
cost of $210 billion in the US. The proposed text is designed for mental health professionals and will
present state-of-the-art treatment options that are used in the Depression Clinical and Research
Program (DCRP) at the Massachusetts General Hospital. The text provides different treatment
options so that providers can ‘think outside the box’ of conventional interventions. The introductory
sections discuss general themes about diagnosing and treating depression. The major body of the
book, however, consists of chapters organized under the topics of new medication, new
psychotherapy, alternative treatments, and consideration of specific populations and how to modify
interventions to best treat these patients. Each chapter begins with a case vignette to illustrate key
characteristics of the disorder process or treatment and reviews the history, research support, and
new advances of these topics. In addition, the chapters include a description of how to apply this
topic in treatment and frequently asked questions and answers. This book will be a unique
contribution to the field. Existing guides focus on individual treatments of Depression, or include
brief descriptions of interventions as a whole. The DCRP has consistently been a forerunner of
clinical treatments for depression and often treats challenging cases of this disorder. This book will
provide a practical and useful resource with wide applicability.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: The Book of Life Barbara Katz Rothman, 2001-04-19
The much heralded completion of the human genome project in the year 2000 raises urgent
questions: Do we now have a map of who we are? How will we control the uses of the potentially
healing but also likely destructive and highly marketable information genetics brings us? Using her
own life as well as her research, Barbara Katz Rothman presents an impassioned defense for the
theory that humans are not ready made from the factory, as one recent popular book on genetics put
it, but social beings who grow, mature, and learn who they are.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Ethnicity and the Bible Mark Brett, 2021-09-06
Contemporary social theory has been much concerned with the re-assertion of ethnic identities in
both Western and non-Western politics. This international collection of twenty-one essays
contributes to the wider conversation by examining the construction and contestation of ethnic
identities both within the Bible itself and in biblical interpretation. An introductory essay brings into
focus the main themes of the book - ethnocentrism, indigenity, concepts of culture and the politics of
identity - and highlights the ethical issues arising. Part One explores selected texts from the Hebrew
Bible and from the New Testament, making use of methodological perspectives drawn from a range
of disciplines. Part Two, Culture and Interpretation, looks at examples of how ethnicity figures both
in the popular use of the Bible and in professional biblical interpretation. This publication has also
been published in paperback, please click here for details.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: WOMEN IN SPACES OF ETHNIC CONFLICT: TEXT
AND CONTEXT Dr. Monalisha Roychaudhury,
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Genetic Maps and Human Imaginations Barbara Katz
Rothman, 1998 An expert in the field of social and biological ethics offers an analysis of the impact
of scientists' ever-increasing knowledge of the genetic basis of life on family, society, and mortality.
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Handbook of Research on Ethnic Minority
Entrepreneurship Leo Paul Dana, 2007 Professor Dana and his colleagues have carefully and
successfully put together a collection of chapters on ethnic minority entrepreneurship from all parts
of the world. The book comprises eight parts and 49 chapters. Undoubtedly, given the massive size
and content of a 835-page book, it is fair to ask, is it value for money? The answer is unequivocally
yes! A further comment on the content of the book should probably reassure potential readers and
buyers of the book. . . This collection is undoubtedly rich, creative and varied in many respects.
Therefore, it will be of great benefit to researchers and scholars alike. . . I will strongly recommend



this book to researchers, students, teachers and policy-makers. Aminu Mamman, International
Journal of Entrepreneurial Behaviour and Research The volume presents an impressive panorama of
studies on ethnic entrepreneurships ranging from Dalits in India to Roma entrepreneurs in Hungary.
B.P. Corrie, Choice From a focus on middle-man minorities in the 1950s, the study of minority ethnic
entrepreneurship has evolved into a vast undertaking. A major ingredient in this expansion is the
massive population movements of the past thirty years that have created ethnic minority
communities in almost all advanced economies. From New York to San Francisco, from Birmingham
to Hamburg, from the Chinese in Canada, to the Turks in Finland, to the Ghanians in South Africa to
the Lebanese in New Zealand, more than twenty chapters in this volume treat small-scale ethnic
entrepreneurship and the cultural and institutional resources which support it. At the other end of
the spectrum, the ethnic Chinese have created ever larger multi-divisional enterprises in the host
societies of Southeast Asia. At the mid-point of the spectrum, analyzed in an elegant paper by Ivan
Light, is the recently identified transmigrant entrepreneur accultured in two societies but
assimilated in neither whose special endowments have provided the lynchpin for for much of the
international trade expansion in the global economy over the past decade. And Dana and Morris
provide us with much more Afro-American entrepreneurship, caste and class, the theory of clubs,
women ethnic entrepreneurs, minority ethnicity and IPOs. In the quality of its contributions and in
the reach of its coverage, this Handbook attains a very high standard. Peter Kilby, Wesleyan
University, US The new Handbook of Research on Ethnic Minority Entrepreneurship, edited by
Léo-Paul Dana, constitutes a major contribution to the literature on ethnic enterprise. Unlike
previous work, which tended to focus on one country or one region of the world, this book is global
in scope. You will find chapters on America, Europe, and Asia, as well as integrative essays that
review important principles and concepts from the literature on ethnic entrepreneurship. I
particularly appreciate the historical and evolutionary framework within which the contributions are
situated. This book belongs on the shelf of everyone who has an interest in immigration and
entrepreneurship or ethnic entrepreneurship more generally. Howard Aldrich, University of North
Carolina, US This exhaustive, interdisciplinary Handbook explores the phenomena of immigration
and ethnic minority entrepreneurship in light of marked changes since the mid-twentieth century
and the advent of easier, more affordable travel and more open and integrated national economies.
The international contributors, key experts in their respective fields, illustrate that myriad ethnic
minorities exist across the globe, and that their entrepreneurship can and does significantly
influence national economies. The contributors go on to promote our understanding of which factors
make for successful entrepreneurship, and, perhaps more importantly, how negative political
consequences that members of successful entrepreneurial ethnic minorities might face can be
minimized. This extensive collection of current research on entrepr
  definition of ethnicity in sociology: Chinese Ethnic Demography Yueping Yan, Zhaohe Lv,
2020-06-29 This book focuses on the status quo and current trends concerning ethnic issues in
China, and seeks to promote the equitable and harmonious development of Chinese and other
nationalities around the world. Drawing on representative empirical studies and case studies, it
describes the spatial structure and evolution of China’s populace, and analyzes the distribution of
and legislation on its spatial development, which has been conducive to the scientific formulation of
national population policies. After assessing the development of China’s populace, the book analyzes
the future prospects with regard to achieving the goal of a prosperous society and balancing the
population in a comprehensive way; puts forward some constructive suggestions on the
modernization of the populace; and constructs a new knowledge system for national development
with Chinese characteristics. The book combines qualitative and quantitative analysis and employs
empirical, speculative, comparative, and comprehensive methods to make full use of modern science
and technology, so as to promote ethnological research into a broader development path. Its goal is
to objectively evaluate the development of the Chinese populace and provide objective facts and data
to support those readers who are interested in its nature and evolution.
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statement that describes what something is
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