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Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet Gown: A Timeless Tale of Love and Resilience

catherine cookson the black velvet gown is more than just a novel; it is a poignant journey
through the struggles and triumphs of a woman's life set against the backdrop of early 20th-century
England. This compelling story, penned by one of Britain’s most beloved authors, Catherine
Cookson, has captivated readers with its rich narrative, vivid characters, and emotional depth. If
you’re curious about what makes this book a classic in historical fiction and why it continues to
resonate with audiences today, let’s dive into the world of The Black Velvet Gown.

The Story Behind Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet
Gown

At its core, The Black Velvet Gown follows the life of Maggie Telford, a strong-willed and determined
woman who faces poverty, social injustice, and personal hardship with unwavering courage.
Cookson’s storytelling shines as she weaves an intricate tale that not only explores Maggie’s life but
also paints a broader picture of working-class struggles in the North East of England during the
early 1900s.

Plot Overview

The narrative begins with Maggie’s humble beginnings and her marriage to a local collier. When
tragedy strikes and Maggie is left widowed with children to raise, she refuses to be beaten by
circumstance. Her resilience is symbolized through the titular black velvet gown—a garment that
represents dignity, survival, and transformation. As Maggie navigates the challenges of class
divides, poverty, and societal expectations, readers are drawn into a heartfelt story about
empowerment and hope.

Historical Context and Setting

One of the remarkable aspects of Catherine Cookson the black velvet gown is its authentic portrayal
of life in early 20th-century England. Cookson herself hailed from a working-class background,
which lent her novels a genuine voice and perspective. The industrial landscape, coal mining
communities, and social dynamics are vividly brought to life, allowing readers to immerse
themselves fully in the era’s atmosphere.

Why Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet Gown



Remains So Popular

Catherine Cookson’s works have enjoyed enduring popularity, but The Black Velvet Gown holds a
special place among her many novels. Understanding why this story resonates so deeply can offer
insights into both the author’s craft and the timeless themes she explores.

Relatable Characters and Emotional Depth

Maggie Telford is crafted with nuance and complexity. Her flaws, strengths, and determination make
her a character readers can root for. Cookson’s ability to tap into universal emotions—love, loss,
hope, and perseverance—ensures that the story remains relevant across generations.

Exploration of Social Issues

The novel does not shy away from highlighting the harsh realities of class inequality, gender roles,
and economic hardship. By doing so, it encourages readers to reflect on societal progress and the
human capacity to overcome adversity. For lovers of historical fiction and social commentary, this
book offers a rich and rewarding experience.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The success of The Black Velvet Gown extended beyond the page. It was adapted into a popular
television drama in the late 1990s, bringing Maggie’s story to an even wider audience. The
adaptation helped cement the novel’s place in British cultural memory and introduced many to
Catherine Cookson’s storytelling prowess.

Exploring Themes in Catherine Cookson The Black
Velvet Gown

When delving into this novel, it’s important to appreciate the thematic layers that make it compelling
and thought-provoking.

Resilience and Empowerment

Maggie’s journey is a testament to human resilience. Despite overwhelming obstacles, she takes
control of her destiny, challenging social norms and carving out a better life for herself and her
children. This theme resonates particularly with readers who enjoy stories of personal growth and
empowerment.



Class and Social Mobility

The novel provides a critical lens on class structures and the limited opportunities available to
working-class women of the time. Maggie’s aspirations, struggles, and occasional triumphs shed
light on the rigid social hierarchies that shaped everyday life.

Family and Community

Beyond Maggie’s personal story, the book highlights the importance of familial bonds and
community support. These relationships are portrayed as both sources of strength and conflict,
adding emotional richness to the narrative.

Tips for Readers New to Catherine Cookson The Black
Velvet Gown

If you’re planning to read or revisit this classic, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Appreciate the Historical Details: Take time to notice the descriptions of the setting,
customs, and social conditions. These enrich the story and provide context for the characters’
decisions.

Reflect on the Social Commentary: Consider how the issues raised in the novel relate to
modern society. This can deepen your understanding and spark meaningful conversations.

Watch the TV Adaptation: After reading, viewing the BBC adaptation starring Janet McTeer
can offer a visual and emotional complement to the book.

Explore More by Catherine Cookson: If you enjoy this novel, try other works like The
Fifteen Streets or The Glass Virgin, which also highlight her talent for storytelling rooted in
Northern England’s history.

Legacy of Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet Gown in
Literature

Catherine Cookson’s legacy as a writer who gave voice to the voiceless working class is firmly
established through novels like The Black Velvet Gown. Her ability to blend historical authenticity
with compelling drama has inspired countless readers and writers alike. The novel remains a shining
example of how literature can illuminate social realities while telling a deeply personal and moving
story.



Whether you are a fan of historical fiction, interested in British social history, or simply looking for a
novel with heart and grit, Catherine Cookson the black velvet gown offers a richly rewarding read. It
reminds us that behind every garment, every hardship, and every challenge lies a human story worth
telling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Black Velvet Gown' by Catherine Cookson about?
'The Black Velvet Gown' is a historical novel by Catherine Cookson that tells the story of May
Lafferty, a resilient woman from a poor background in 19th century England, who overcomes
hardship and social obstacles to achieve a better life for herself and her family.

When was 'The Black Velvet Gown' published?
'The Black Velvet Gown' was first published in 1984.

Is 'The Black Velvet Gown' based on a true story?
While 'The Black Velvet Gown' is a work of fiction, Catherine Cookson often drew inspiration from
her own life experiences and the social history of the North East of England to create authentic and
relatable characters.

Has 'The Black Velvet Gown' been adapted into a film or
television series?
Yes, 'The Black Velvet Gown' was adapted into a television film in 1991, starring Janet McTeer as
May Lafferty.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Black Velvet
Gown'?
The novel explores themes such as social class struggles, resilience, family loyalty, love, and the
fight against poverty and injustice in Victorian England.

Where is 'The Black Velvet Gown' set?
'The Black Velvet Gown' is set in the industrial North East of England during the 19th century.

Why is the novel titled 'The Black Velvet Gown'?
The title refers to a significant black velvet gown in the story that symbolizes May Lafferty's
aspirations and transformation from poverty to respectability.



Additional Resources
Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet Gown: A Deep Dive into the Timeless Tale

catherine cookson the black velvet gown stands as a significant work in the canon of British
historical fiction, reflecting the intricate narrative style and thematic depth that have come to define
the author’s literary legacy. This novel, set against the backdrop of early 20th-century England, not
only captures the socio-economic struggles of its characters but also explores themes of resilience,
identity, and societal expectations. An examination of Cookson’s storytelling techniques and the
cultural context of The Black Velvet Gown offers valuable insights into why this work continues to
resonate with readers and viewers alike.

Contextualizing Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet
Gown

Catherine Cookson’s oeuvre is renowned for its vivid portrayals of working-class life in the northeast
of England, often drawing from her own challenging upbringing. The Black Velvet Gown, published
in 1984, is emblematic of Cookson’s commitment to giving voice to the marginalized and exploring
the complexities of human endurance. The novel’s popularity was further amplified by its adaptation
into a television drama in 1991, starring Janet McTeer, which brought the story to a wider audience.

The narrative unfolds in the industrial town of Tyneside, a setting Cookson knew intimately, lending
authenticity to the depiction of class struggles and gender roles. The black velvet gown itself
symbolizes both aspiration and survival, reflecting the protagonist’s journey through adversity.

Plot Overview and Thematic Exploration

At its core, The Black Velvet Gown follows the life of a woman determined to rise above the
constraints imposed by poverty and a rigid class system. The titular gown represents more than just
a garment; it is a metaphor for dignity and hope amidst hardship. Through the protagonist’s trials,
Cookson addresses several recurring themes:

Class and Social Mobility: The novel highlights the barriers faced by working-class
individuals seeking to improve their circumstances in early 20th-century Britain.

Female Empowerment: The protagonist’s resilience and agency defy traditional gender
expectations of the era.

Family and Loyalty: Interpersonal relationships are central to the narrative, illustrating the
sacrifices made for loved ones.

Economic Hardship: The economic realities of the time frame much of the conflict and
character motivation.



These themes intertwine to create a rich tapestry that reflects both the historical period and
universal human experiences.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Catherine Cookson’s writing in The Black Velvet Gown is characterized by a straightforward yet
evocative style. Her prose effectively balances descriptive passages with emotional intensity,
allowing readers to immerse themselves in the setting and empathize with the characters.

Cookson’s use of regional dialect and detailed social context enhances the authenticity of the
narrative, making the characters’ struggles feel immediate and relatable. The pacing of the novel
carefully builds tension through a series of personal and societal challenges, culminating in
moments of triumph and tragedy.

Moreover, the novel employs a third-person omniscient perspective, providing insight into multiple
characters’ motivations and internal conflicts. This narrative choice broadens the story’s scope,
allowing a nuanced exploration of the community’s dynamics.

Comparative Analysis with Other Works

When compared to other Catherine Cookson novels such as The Rag Nymph or The Fifteen Streets,
The Black Velvet Gown shares thematic concerns but distinguishes itself through its narrative focus
on the symbolism of the gown and its connection to female identity. While Cookson’s earlier works
often concentrate on youthful protagonists and their formative experiences, The Black Velvet Gown
presents a more mature and reflective perspective on the fight for dignity.

In the broader context of British historical fiction, Cookson’s work parallels authors like D.H.
Lawrence and Elizabeth Gaskell, who also delve into class and gender issues. However, Cookson’s
narratives are notably more accessible, blending melodrama with social commentary in a way that
appeals to a wide readership.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The 1991 television adaptation of The Black Velvet Gown brought Catherine Cookson’s story to a
new generation, combining strong performances with faithful adherence to the source material.
Janet McTeer’s portrayal of the protagonist was widely praised for its depth and emotional range,
helping to cement the story’s place in popular culture.

This adaptation also highlighted the novel’s exploration of women’s roles in society, resonating with
contemporary discussions about gender equality. The visual medium allowed for a vivid
representation of early 20th-century Tyneside, further grounding the narrative in its historical
milieu.

The success of the TV drama led to renewed interest in Cookson’s novels and contributed to a
resurgence of historical dramas set in working-class environments. The Black Velvet Gown remains



a reference point for discussions about how literature and media portray the intersection of class,
gender, and resilience.

Pros and Cons of The Black Velvet Gown as a Historical Novel

Pros:

Authentic depiction of socio-economic conditions in early 20th-century England.

Strong, multidimensional female protagonist offering a nuanced portrayal of
empowerment.

Engaging narrative that balances personal drama with broader social issues.

Rich cultural and regional detail enhancing reader immersion.

Cons:

Occasional melodramatic elements may feel dated to modern readers.

Some supporting characters lack depth compared to the protagonist.

The pacing may appear uneven, with slower sections that focus heavily on societal
exposition.

SEO Considerations: Enhancing Visibility for Catherine
Cookson The Black Velvet Gown

For those looking to optimize content around the keyword phrase “catherine cookson the black
velvet gown,” integrating relevant LSI keywords is essential. Terms such as “Catherine Cookson
novels,” “historical fiction Tyneside,” “British working-class literature,” “The Black Velvet Gown TV
adaptation,” and “Janet McTeer Black Velvet Gown” naturally complement the main keyword and
improve search engine relevance.

Additionally, addressing the novel’s themes, plot details, and its adaptation helps capture a diverse
group of searchers, from literary enthusiasts to television drama fans. Incorporating comparative
analyses and critical perspectives can also attract academic or in-depth review-oriented audiences.



Key SEO Strategies Applied

Use of the primary keyword in the opening sentence and throughout the article in a natural
manner.

Inclusion of LSI keywords related to the author, setting, themes, and adaptation.

Content structured with clear headings and subheadings to improve readability and indexing.

Use of lists to highlight pros and cons, aiding scanning behavior of online readers.

This balanced approach ensures the article is both informative and discoverable, catering to multiple
facets of interest surrounding Catherine Cookson’s The Black Velvet Gown.

The enduring appeal of Catherine Cookson the Black Velvet Gown lies not only in its compelling
story but also in its vivid portrayal of a society grappling with change. Through detailed
characterization and evocative settings, Cookson invites readers to reflect on the resilience of the
human spirit amid adversity, securing the novel’s place in the landscape of British historical fiction.

Catherine Cookson The Black Velvet Gown

  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Black Velvet Gown Catherine Cookson, 1985
There would be times when Riah Millican came to regret that her husband had learned to read and
write, and then shared his knowledge with her and their children. For this was Durham in the
1830's, when employers tended to regard the spread of education with suspicion. But now Seth
Millican was dead and she was a widow with the need to find a home and a living for herself and her
children. The chance of becoming a housekeeper didn't work out, but it led to Moor House and a
scholarly recluse obsessed with that very book learning that could open so many doors and yet
create so many problems; especially with her daughter, Biddy, who was not only bright, but witful...
THE BLACK VELVET GOWN is the story of a mother and daughter, often at odds with each other,
facing the need to challenge and fight the prejudice of an age--a narrative of great power and
diversity that is one of Catherine Cookson's major achievements.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The black velvet gown, Catherine Cookson
Catherine Cookson,
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Black Velvet Gown Catherine Cookson,
1985-06-01 Biddy Millican, the daughter of an impoverished widow, struggles to find happiness and
overcome the harsh conditions of life in England during the 1800s
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: Black Velvet Gown Catherine Cookson, 1985-12
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Black Velvet Gown Catherine Cookson, 1984
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Parson's Daughter ; The Cultured
Handmaiden ; The Black Velvet Gown Catherine Cookson, 1990
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Cultured Handmaiden Catherine Cookson,
2005 Published in the United States for the first time, this is international bestselling author
Cookson's engrossing story of a young secretary looking for romance and respect.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: Catherine Cookson Country Julie Taddeo,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/catherine-cookson-the-black-velvet-gown.pdf


2016-12-05 Britain's most widely read author of the late twentieth century, Catherine Cookson
published more than 100 books, including The Fifteen Streets, The Black Velvet Gown, and Katie
Mulhollond. Set in England's industrial northeast, her novels depict the social, economic, and
emotional hardships of that area. In the first essay collection devoted to Cookson, the contributors
examine what Cookson's memoirs and historical fiction mean to readers, including how her fans
contribute to her position in the cultural imaginary; constructions of gender, class, and English and
Irish identity in her work; the importance of place in her novels; Cookson's place in the heritage
industry; and television adaptations of Cookson's works. Cookson's work tackled topics that were
still taboo in the early post-World War II era, such as domestic abuse, rape, and incest. This
collection places Cookson in historical context and shows how skillful she was at pushing generic
boundaries.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The black velvet gown. Large Print Catherine
Cookson, 1984
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Silent Lady Catherine Cookson, 2011-07-05
Catherine Cookson was one of the world's most beloved writers. Her books have sold millions of
copies, and her characters and their stories have captured the imagination of readers around the
globe. She passed away in 1998, but luckily for her fans, Cookson left behind several unpublished
novels, among them the compelling Silent Lady. The story begins with a shocking revelation,
delivered by a disheveled woman who presents herself at the offices of a respectable law firm in
London. At first the receptionist suspects this mysterious woman is a vagrant; the clothes that hang
on her frail body are filthy, and she seems unable to speak. When the woman requests to see the
firm's senior partner, Alexander Armstrong, she is shown the door -- but when Mr. Armstrong learns
the name of his visitor, all the office staff is amazed by his reaction. For Irene Baindor is a woman
with a past, and her emergence from obscurity signals the unraveling of a mystery that had baffled
the lawyer for twenty-six years. To those around her, Irene Baindor had been a young woman of
class and musical talent, the wife of a wealthy and powerful man, and the mother to a beloved baby
boy. But behind closed doors she was a woman with a dangerous husband, a husband who would one
day act with such cruelty that Irene would be left without most of her voice and memory. It was then
that Irene disappeared. What Irene had been doing, and where she had been, gradually emerges
over the following weeks, as the unlikely benefactors who had befriended her step forward to reveal
the remarkable life she has led. Fans of Cookson's novels, with their larger themes of romantic love
and class conflict, will be delighted by the mystery and surprise of The Silent Lady. Drawing from
her own firsthand experience of working-class life between two world wars and in the 1950s,
Cookson once again displays the irresistible plotting, scene-setting, and characterization that have
made her an icon of historical and romance fiction.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Glass Virgin Catherine Cookson, 2004-12-06
From bestselling author Catherine Cookson comes a compelling riches-to-rags story featuring
secrets, scandal, and emotional drama set in Victorian England. Annabella Lagrange had the kind of
childhood that most can only dream about. The only child of an aristocratic couple, raised on their
magnificent estate in the English countryside, she was loved by her parents and coddled by servants
who acquiesced to her every whim. She was allowed to do anything she wanted, except, of course, to
stray too far from her wing of the house. But her seclusion didn't concern her too much, because
when she grew up, she planned to marry her handsome cousin Stephen and live happily ever after.
However, on the morning of her tenth birthday, Annabella ventured farther than she'd ever gone
before. Overcome with curiosity, she opened a forbidden door that led into her father's private
quarters, and what she found there showed her with shocking clarity that her father was not the
man she thought he was. And though she couldn't know it at the time, the events of that day set in
motion the uncovering of a secret that had been kept for many years. So begins the remarkable story
of Annabella Lagrange, a sensitive, beautiful young woman who was raised as a lady. But when she
turns eighteen, she learns the surprising circumstances of her birth, and her entire world quietly
crashes around her. Suddenly she's forced from the genteel surroundings of her youth into the



rough, lower-class society of Victorian England, where only her quick wit and determination can
save her from starvation. Catherine Cookson was one of the world's most beloved writers, and in The
Glass Virgin her powers are at their height. Rarely has a heroine been portrayed more sensitively or
a situation more compellingly. Filled with passion and drama, The Glass Virgin is a rare treat for
lovers of romantic fiction.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Fifteen Streets Catherine Cookson,
2011-04-12 Catherine Cookson was one of the world's most beloved writers. Her books have sold
millions of copies, and her characters and their stories have captured the imaginations of readers
around the globe. Now, available for the first time in this country, comes one of Cookson's earliest
and most stirring historical romances: The Fifteen Streets. John O'Brien lives in a world where
surviving is a continual struggle. He works long hours at the docks to help support his parents' large
family. Many other families in the Fifteen Streets have already given up and descended into a dismal
state of grinding poverty, but the O'Briens continue to strive for a world they are only rarely allowed
to glimpse. Then John O'Brien meets Mary Llewellyn, a beautiful young teacher who belongs to that
other world. What begins as a casual conversation over tea quickly blossoms into a rare love that
should have been perfect. Fate steps in, however, when John is accused of fathering the child of a
local girl, and Mary's parents forbid her to see him. The couple begins to realize that the gulf of the
Fifteen Streets between them is a chasm they could never bridge-or might they still find a way? In
these pages Catherine Cookson displays the irresistible plotting, scene-setting, and characterization
that have made her a recognized master of historical and romance fiction. Fans of her novels, with
their larger themes of romantic love and class conflict, will be delighted to find that even at the
beginning of her illustrious career, Cookson had the power to captivate audiences. Filled with
passion and compelling drama, The Fifteen Streets is a rare treat for lovers of romantic fiction.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza,
2006-05-17 From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature
as the foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas
Carol and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books
as Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHS), is also offered.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: Catherine Cookson: A Biography Debbie Jabbour,
2012-05-22 Catherine Cookson is one of the most popular and most read English authors of all time,
with more than 100 million books sold. She didn't begin writing until she was in her forties, doing so
as a form of therapy after a miscarriage and subsequent mental breakdown. Her writing was
informed by personal experience, but Cookson was also at heart both a feminist and a socialist.
Although many critics, particularly male ones, put down her work as nothing more than romance
fiction, in reality she addressed profound social issues that impacted the poor working class in
Britain during the beginning of the 20th century. These conditions had a particular impact on
women. Cookson was able to write authoritatively because she herself experienced extreme poverty
and hardship as a child, yet through hard work and determination was able to take an alternative
path in life. Her personal story is retold in countless variations through her novels. Although she did
write several autobiographies and books specifically about her own life, each Cookson novel
replicates the tale of a heroine who is disadvantaged in some way by the circumstances of her birth
and goes on to succeed through hard work and personal conviction. Although Cookson wrote her



first story at the age of 11, she did not embrace writing as a career until she was in her 40s, and it
wasn't until some ten years later that she finally began to enjoy the financial benefits.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Power of Words (2) Stilovsky, Schrödinger,
2020-02-24 Literature of all kinds plays such an important place in our lives whether it’s biography,
classics, crime or poetry. In this non-fiction volume you will find a mine of facts which will fascinate
all who love books. Felix Schrödinger and Pyotr Stilovsky have compiled in this, the fifth volume of
the series, a compendium of information that will appeal to all who love language and especially
those who seek out knowledge for its own sake.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: Kate Hannigan's Girl Catherine Cookson,
2001-04-20 Catherine Cookson was one of the world's most beloved writers. Her books have sold
millions of copies, and her characters and their stories have captured the imagination of readers
around the globe. She passed away in 1998, but luckily for her fans, Cookson left behind several
unpublished works, including the magnificent Kate Hannigan's Girl -- her 100th book, the powerful
companion to her first novel, Kate Hannigan. Set in the English countryside in the early twentieth
century, Kate Hannigan's Girl is the story of Kate's eldest daughter, the lovely, free-spirited Annie
Hannigan. Blessed with silver-blond braids and a lighthearted disposition, Annie enjoys a life her
mother never had. She is surrounded by material comforts and a loving family, protected from the
poverty and shame her mother endured in the slums. But as Cookson fans have come to expect, no
good life can go unmarred by heartache. Annie grows into a beautiful young woman, and soon she
draws the interest of both friends and neighbors. She falls in love with Terence Macbane, the elusive
boy next door. But there are those who would keep them apart: Her childhood friend Brian Stannard
is determined to have her for himself, and her more worldly rival, Cathleen Davidson, harbors a
bitter jealousy that will prove dangerous to all. Tormented by unrequited love, the revelation of her
own illegitimacy, and the demands of her deep-seated faith, Annie discovers that sometimes love is
not enough -- she must fight for what she wants. Kate Hannigan's Girl is vintage Cookson. With its
larger themes of early twentieth-century romantic love and class conflict, this novel showcases
Catherine Cookson at the height of her storytelling powers, and it is sure to satisfy devoted readers
everywhere.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: Books in Print , 1994
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Screenwriter's Handbook Barry Turner,
2008-01-08 Encompassing thousands of entries that cover every aspect of the screenwriter's trade, a
valuable resource features articles, essays, advice, and insider's tips from leading scriptwriters on
topics including British and U.S. film and TV companies, agents, contracts, copyrights, markets, and
more. Original. 20,000 first printing.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The Connected Screenwriter Barry Turner,
2009-03-03 The Connected Screenwriter is the essential guide for all aspiring, new, and established
writers for the screen. Covering every aspect of scriptwriting for the small and big screen, this guide
includes hundreds of useful, easy-to-search, detailed contact entries ranging from courses, societies,
and grants to representation and production companies. Along with provocative articles and
valuable advice from top creators in the industry, this is the only practical guide that provides the
most comprehensive information for all screenwriters. --Book Jacket.
  catherine cookson the black velvet gown: The New York Times Book Review , 1988-07
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