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Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19: A Deep Dive into Jazz Piano Mastery

bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 stands as a remarkable resource for jazz pianists
and enthusiasts eager to explore the genius of Bill Evans’ improvisational style. This volume
continues the legacy of one of jazz history’s most influential pianists, offering both transcriptions
and insights that bring his complex solos to life on the page. Whether you're an aspiring jazz
musician, a seasoned player, or a dedicated fan, Volume 19 provides a treasure trove of material
that illuminates Evans’ unique approach to harmony, rhythm, and melodic development.

The Significance of Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series
Volume 19

Bill Evans’ impact on jazz piano cannot be overstated. Known for his lyrical phrasing, innovative
chord voicings, and subtle dynamics, Evans redefined the language of jazz piano in the mid-20th
century. The Jazz Piano Solos series, especially volume 19, meticulously transcribes his
improvisations from various recordings, delivering an authentic experience for those who want to
study his technique and interpretation.

This volume is particularly valued for its detailed notation and the inclusion of solos from some of
Evans’ most celebrated live and studio performances. It captures nuances such as pedal work,
rhythmic subtleties, and fingerings—elements crucial for replicating his distinctive sound. For
students of jazz, it’s more than just sheet music; it’s an educational journey into the mind of a
master.

What Makes Volume 19 Unique in the Series?

While each volume in the Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos series offers valuable material, Volume 19
distinguishes itself through the selection of pieces and the depth of analysis provided. It often
features solos from lesser-known live sessions alongside popular standards, presenting a well-
rounded perspective on Evans’ evolving style. Additionally, this volume may include commentary on
harmonic choices and improvisational techniques, helping readers not just play the notes but
understand the “why” behind them.

Exploring the Content: Key Features of Volume 19

If you’re curious about what exactly you’ll find in bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19, here’s
a breakdown of its key features:



1. Accurate Transcriptions of Iconic Solos

The heart of this volume lies in its precise transcriptions. Every chord, passing tone, and rhythmic
inflection is carefully notated, enabling pianists to study the intricacies of Evans’ phrasing. These
transcriptions serve as a masterclass in jazz improvisation, revealing how Evans constructs his solos
over complex chord changes.

2. Detailed Musical Annotations

Beyond just notes on a page, Volume 19 often includes annotations that highlight important aspects
such as voicing choices, modal interchange, and rhythmic displacement. These notes provide
valuable insights that help players internalize Evans’ distinctive style rather than just mimic it
mechanically.

3. Diverse Song Selection

Volume 19 includes a mix of ballads, up-tempo standards, and modal compositions. This diversity not
only reflects the breadth of Evans’ repertoire but also challenges pianists to adapt their technique
and feel to suit different moods and tempos.

4. Pedagogical Tips and Practice Suggestions

To aid musicians in mastering these challenging pieces, the volume sometimes offers practice tips
focused on fingerings, voicing transitions, and left-hand comping patterns. These suggestions are
especially useful for intermediate to advanced players aiming to refine their jazz piano skills.

Why Study Bill Evans’ Solos?

Understanding the appeal of bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 means appreciating what
makes Evans a towering figure in jazz piano. His solos are not just about technical prowess but
about storytelling, emotion, and innovation.

Evans’ Harmonic Language

Bill Evans is credited with pioneering the use of modal harmony in jazz piano, blending classical
influences with bebop vocabulary. His chord voicings often feature rich extensions and alterations
that create lush harmonic textures. Studying his solos helps pianists develop a sophisticated
harmonic palette, essential for modern jazz playing.



The Art of Melodic Development

Evans’ solos unfold like narratives, with motifs introduced, developed, and transformed throughout.
Volume 19 captures this melodic evolution, demonstrating how to build solos that are coherent and
emotionally compelling rather than a series of disconnected licks.

Rhythmic Nuance and Timing

One of the subtler aspects of Evans’ style is his use of rhythm—playing behind the beat, syncopation,
and subtle dynamic shifts. These rhythmic details breathe life into his solos, and Volume 19’s
transcriptions help pianists grasp and replicate these nuances.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Bill Evans Jazz Piano
Solos Series Volume 19

Approaching this volume with the right mindset can transform your practice sessions and deepen
your understanding of jazz piano.

Listen First, Then Play

Before diving into the transcription, spend time listening to the original recordings of the solos
featured in Volume 19. Absorb the feel, tone, and phrasing of Evans’ playing. This active listening
primes your ear and helps you internalize the musical ideas.

Break Down the Solos

Rather than attempting to play the entire solo at once, break it down into smaller phrases. Work on
perfecting each segment, paying close attention to fingerings, voicings, and dynamics as noted in the
transcriptions.

Experiment with Voicings and Dynamics

Bill Evans was known for his creative voicings and expressive touch. Use Volume 19 as a guide but
don’t be afraid to experiment. Try altering chord inversions or adjusting dynamics to find your own
voice within the framework Evans provides.



Integrate into Your Own Improvisation

Ultimately, the goal of studying these solos is to enrich your improvisational vocabulary. Use the
concepts and techniques from Volume 19 as building blocks for your own solos. Practice improvising
over the same tunes, applying Evans’ harmonic and melodic ideas in new contexts.

The Broader Impact of the Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos
Series

Bill Evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 is part of a larger collection that has helped countless
musicians bridge the gap between transcription and personal expression. The series embodies a
philosophy of learning through detailed study and emulation of masters, which is a time-honored
approach in jazz education.

For jazz educators, this volume serves as a valuable tool for illustrating key concepts such as modal
harmony, motivic development, and trio interplay. For students, it provides a direct connection to
Evans’ musical legacy, making complex ideas accessible and actionable.

Connecting with the Jazz Community

Engaging with the Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos series often opens doors to jazz communities online
and offline. Forums, workshops, and masterclasses frequently reference these volumes, creating a
shared language for discussing technique and interpretation. Volume 19, with its rich content,
naturally becomes a focal point for discussion and collaboration.

Bill Evans’ influence continues to inspire new generations of pianists, and the detailed study offered
by series volumes like number 19 ensures that his innovative spirit remains alive and evolving.

Exploring bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 is not just about playing notes on a page—it’s
about immersing oneself in the artistry of one of jazz piano’s greatest voices and finding ways to
make that language your own.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tracks are included in Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series
Volume 19?
Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 typically includes a selection of Bill Evans' most iconic
jazz piano pieces, arranged for solo piano. The exact tracklist may vary depending on the edition, but
often features standards and Evans' original compositions.



Is Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 suitable for
intermediate pianists?
Yes, the series is designed for jazz pianists and often caters to intermediate to advanced players.
Volume 19 contains arrangements that challenge improvisation and technical skills, making it
suitable for pianists with a solid foundation in jazz piano.

Where can I purchase Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series
Volume 19?
You can purchase Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 from major music retailers, online
stores like Amazon, Sheet Music Plus, or through specialized jazz sheet music distributors.

Does Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 include
transcriptions of live performances?
While some volumes in the series include transcriptions of Bill Evans' live performances, Volume 19
primarily focuses on studio recordings and well-known compositions arranged for solo piano.

How does Volume 19 of Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series
compare to earlier volumes?
Volume 19 continues to showcase Bill Evans' sophisticated harmonies and lyrical style, often
featuring more complex arrangements compared to earlier volumes, making it a valuable resource
for advanced jazz pianists looking to deepen their understanding of Evans' music.

Additional Resources
Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19: A Deep Dive into the Maestro’s Later Works

bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 stands as a significant installment in the ongoing
collection that chronicles the legendary pianist’s solo performances. This volume, like its
predecessors, offers an intricate glimpse into Bill Evans’ nuanced approach to jazz piano,
showcasing his harmonic inventiveness, rhythmic subtlety, and emotional depth. For jazz
enthusiasts, pianists, and scholars alike, this collection serves not only as a source of inspiration but
also as a critical resource to understand the evolution of jazz piano through one of its most
influential figures.

Contextualizing Volume 19 within the Bill Evans Jazz
Piano Solos Series

The Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series is renowned for its meticulous transcription and presentation
of Evans’ improvisations, primarily drawn from live recordings and studio sessions. Volume 19
continues this tradition by focusing on a selection of performances from a specific period in Evans’



career, often emphasizing his later works which reflect a matured and introspective artistry.

Unlike earlier volumes that might spotlight the groundbreaking 1950s and 60s recordings, Volume
19 presents material that reveals the pianist’s ongoing exploration of modal jazz, impressionistic
voicings, and lyrical phrasing during the 1970s and early 1980s. This shift is essential for anyone
aiming to grasp the full scope of Evans’ style, as it captures the evolution of his touch and harmonic
vocabulary.

Musical Highlights and Characteristics in Volume 19

One of the defining features of bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 is its emphasis on subtle
harmonic shifts and the use of space within solos. Evans’ approach to phrasing in these later
recordings is marked by a contemplative restraint, contrasting with the more densely packed
improvisations of his earlier years. This volume provides a window into how Evans balances
technical mastery with emotional expressiveness.

In the transcriptions featured, listeners will notice:

Advanced chord voicings: The use of quartal harmonies, altered extensions, and modal
interchange that reveal Evans’ sophisticated harmonic language.

Rhythmic fluidity: Flexible time feel and phrasing that often play with the underlying meter
without losing the pulse.

Thematic development: Solo lines that evolve organically, often weaving motifs into evolving
harmonic landscapes.

These elements make Volume 19 invaluable for pianists seeking to study the nuances of Evans’ solo
work, particularly those interested in the interplay between harmony and melodic invention.

Technical and Educational Value of Volume 19

While the Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series serves as a tribute to Evans’ legacy, Volume 19 also
functions as a pedagogical tool. The detailed transcriptions allow musicians to analyze his
fingerings, voicing choices, and improvisational logic. For educators, this volume highlights how
Evans’ solos can be deconstructed to teach advanced concepts in jazz harmony and phrasing.

Moreover, the book offers insights into Evans’ use of dynamics and articulation, which are often
overlooked in standard jazz piano transcriptions. The inclusion of performance notes and suggested
practice techniques enhances its utility for intermediate to advanced players aiming to replicate or
be inspired by Evans’ signature sound.



Comparisons with Previous Volumes in the Series

When compared to earlier volumes in the Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series, Volume 19 distinguishes
itself by focusing on a later phase of Evans’ career, where his style had become more introspective
and harmonically rich. Earlier volumes often showcase his groundbreaking work with the Miles
Davis sextet or his classic trio recordings, which are characterized by a more aggressive and
exploratory energy.

Volume 19, conversely, reflects a more reflective Bill Evans, one who embraces subtlety and space
as integral components of his solos. This contrast not only demonstrates his artistic growth but also
provides a broader picture of his stylistic evolution, making the series as a whole a comprehensive
resource.

Audience and Accessibility

Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19 is primarily aimed at serious students of jazz piano,
professional musicians, and dedicated fans who wish to delve deeper into Evans’ artistry. The
complexity of the transcriptions and the advanced harmonic concepts mean that it may not be
suitable for beginners but rather those with intermediate to advanced skills.

That said, the series’ clear layout, detailed notation, and faithful representations of Evans’
performances make it accessible for those committed to expanding their jazz vocabulary.
Additionally, the volume’s inclusion of both the transcribed solos and the original chord changes
allows users to understand the relationship between melody and harmony more thoroughly.

Pros and Cons of the Volume 19 Edition

Pros:

Faithful and accurate transcriptions of complex solos.

Insightful for advanced study of Bill Evans’ harmonic and rhythmic techniques.

Well-organized content with clear notation and performance notes.

Cons:

May be challenging for beginners due to technical complexity.

Limited contextual background on the recordings compared to some other jazz
transcription books.

Focuses solely on solo piano works, which might overlook Evans’ trio interplay.



The Legacy of Bill Evans Through the Lens of Volume
19

Bill Evans’ influence on jazz piano is immeasurable, and the Jazz Piano Solos Series has been pivotal
in preserving and disseminating his legacy. Volume 19 adds another layer to this preservation by
highlighting a less frequently explored period of his career. The solos featured exemplify his
continual innovation and dedication to refining his musical voice.

The volume not only enriches the understanding of Evans’ technique but also invites listeners and
performers to engage with jazz as a living art form, emphasizing the importance of interpretation
and personal expression in solo performance.

For those invested in jazz history, the study of this volume reveals how Bill Evans’ later works
continue to resonate with contemporary musicians, influencing modern jazz pianists who seek to
blend complexity with emotional sincerity.

In sum, bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19 remains a vital and enriching resource within the
broader context of jazz education and appreciation. It bridges the gap between archival preservation
and active musical study, embodying the spirit of a pianist whose work transcends time and
continues to inspire.

Bill Evans Jazz Piano Solos Series Volume 19

  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Bill Evans Songbook Bill Evans, 2011-12-01
(Piano Solo Personality). 24 essential Evans standards arranged for piano solo, including: Alice in
Wonderland * Autumn Leaves * But Beautiful * Everything Happens to Me * Here's That Rainy Day *
How Deep Is the Ocean (How High Is the Sky) * In a Sentimental Mood * My Foolish Heart * Night
and Day * Some Day My Prince Will Come * Suicide Is Painless (Song from M*A*S*H) * Witchcraft *
and more.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Bill Evans Bill Evans, Brent Edstrom, 2011 (Jazz
Piano Solos). 24 essential Evans standards arranged for piano solo, including: Alice in Wonderland *
Autumn Leaves * But Beautiful * Everything Happens to Me * Here's That Rainy Day * How Deep Is
the Ocean (How High Is the Sky) * In a Sentimental Mood * My Foolish Heart * Night and Day *
Some Day My Prince Will Come * Suicide Is Painless (Song from M*A*S*H) * Witchcraft * and more.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Cool Jazz Hal Leonard Corp., Brent Edstrom,
Jim Sodke, 2001-11-01 (Jazz Piano Solos). 24 tunes from the '50s and '60s jazz cats who invented
cool! Includes piano solo arrangements with chord names for: All Blues * Blue in Green * Con Alma *
Django * Epistrophy * Jeru * Lullaby of Birdland * Nardis * So What * Stella by Starlight * Take Five
* Waltz for Debby * and more!
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Christmas Songs Hal Leonard Corp.,
2012-09-01 (Piano Solo Songbook). 21 holiday classics arranged for jazz piano. Includes: Blue
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Christmas * The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire) * Christmas Time Is Here *
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas * I'll Be Home for Christmas * Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let
It Snow! * My Favorite Things * Santa Baby * Silver Bells * White Christmas * and more. Includes
chord names.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Disney Jazz Piano Solos Hal Leonard Corp.,
2011-07-01 (Piano Solo Songbook). Cool jazzy piano solo arrangements with chord names for 22
Disney favorites, including: Alice in Wonderland * The Bare Necessities * Beauty and the Beast *
Chim Chim Cher-ee * Ev'rybody Wants to Be a Cat * Some Day My Prince Will Come * When You
Wish upon a Star * and more.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Grammy
Lifetime Achievement Award Winners Wikipedia contributors,
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Thomas "Fats" Waller (Songbook) Fats Waller,
Paul Posnak, 1998-05-01 (Piano Solo Personality). The 2nd edition now features 16 of Waller's best,
including: African Ripples * Ain't Misbehavin' * Alligator Crawl * Clothes Line Ballet * E-Flat Blues *
Gladyse * Handful of Keys * Honeysuckle Rose * I've Got a Feeling I'm Falling * Keepin' Out of
Mischief Now * My Feelings Are Hurt * Numb Fumblin' * Russian Fantasy * Smashing Thirds *
Valentine Stomp * Viper's Drag.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Jazz Eddie S. Meadows, 2013-10-23 Jazz:
Research and Pedagogy is the third edition of an annotated bibliography to books, recordings,
videos, and websites in the field of jazz. Since the publication of the 2nd edition in 1995, the quantity
and quality of books on jazz research, performance, and teaching materials have increased. Although
the 1995 book was the most comprehensive annotated jazz bibliography published to that date,
several books on research, performance, and teaching materials were omitted. In addition, given the
proliferation of new books in all jazz areas since 1995, the need for a new, comprehensive, and
annotated reference book on jazz is apparent. Multiply indexed, this book will serve as an excellent
tool for librarians, researchers, and scholars in sorting through the massive amount of new material
that has appeared in the field over the last decade.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Bill Evans Peter Pettinger, 2002-01-01
Acclaimed by musicologists and illustrated with dozens of photographs, a detailed, painstakingly
researched and finely written biography examines the life and music of the influential, classically
trained jazz pianist Bill Evans and includes a full discography of his recordings. UP.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: The Piano Handbook Carl Humphries, Robin
Meloy Goldsby, 2002-12 Enhanced by an audio CD of selected examples and pieces, a course in
playing all major styles of piano covers a history of the instrument and offers progressive instruction
in all areas of technique, including posture, fingering, pedalling, scales, and exercises.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Bill Evans Fake Book Bill Evans, 2000-03
(Richmond Music Folios). Over 60 original compositions transcribed and edited by Pascal Wetzel.
Leadsheets generally follow the latest recording to show the evolution of the tune and maturation of
the artist. Counterlines, codas, chord extensions and chord changes for improvisation are included.
Added features are lyric versions of 10 tunes, 3 essays about Bill Evans' life and music, photographs,
and discography. Includes: Fudgesickle Built for Four * Interplay * Laurie * My Bells * Orbit * Song
for Helen * Time Remembered * Turn Out the Stars * Very Early * Waltz for Debby * and more.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Form and Process in Music, 1300-2014 Jack
Boss, Heather Holmquest, Russell Knight, 2016-02-08 Form and Process in Music, 1300–2014: An
Analytic Sampler draws together papers delivered at the 2014 meeting of the West Coast
Conference of Music Theory and Analysis. The conference spanned an unusually wide spectrum of
musical styles, including papers on European twelve-tone music after the Second World War,
fourteenth-century music, pop music and jazz, the music of living composers, narrative and
characterization, and the history of music theory. The title of the book reflects the large span of
musical cultures that are represented within, but also accounts for the common thread through all of
these essays, a strong emphasis on understanding the forms and processes of music through



analysis. The reader will find within it a compendium of analytic techniques for numerous musical
styles.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: French Music and Jazz in Conversation Deborah
Mawer, 2014-12-04 French concert music and jazz often enjoyed a special creative exchange across
the period 1900–65. French modernist composers were particularly receptive to early
African-American jazz during the interwar years, and American jazz musicians, especially those
concerned with modal jazz in the 1950s and early 1960s, exhibited a distinct affinity with French
musical impressionism. However, despite a general, if contested, interest in the cultural interplay of
classical music and jazz, few writers have probed the specific French music-jazz relationship in
depth. In this book, Deborah Mawer sets such musical interplay within its historical-cultural and
critical-analytical contexts, offering a detailed yet accessible account of both French and American
perspectives. Blending intertextuality with more precise borrowing techniques, Mawer presents case
studies on the musical interactions of a wide range of composers and performers, including Debussy,
Satie, Milhaud, Ravel, Jack Hylton, George Russell, Bill Evans and Dave Brubeck.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Jazz , 1978
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Journal of the American Academy of
Audiology , 2008
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Music, Books on Music, and Sound Recordings
Library of Congress, 1989
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: MusicHound Jazz Music Hound, 1998 You've
probably seen other jazz guides, but you haven't run across anything quite like MusicHound Jazz. It
delivers sound advice on what to buy and what not to buy. Explore the rich world of jazz, from the
soulful vocals of Bessie Smith to the groundbreaking explorations of John Coltrane. This
comprehensive guide has it all - page after page of interesting facts, opinions, recording reviews and
biographies on nearly 1,300 artists. But that's not all. Enjoy more than 100 stunning photos of jazz
greats. Learn who influenced each artist and why. Discover what makes each one unique. Then
sample some smokin' jazz with the CD sampler from the legendary jazz label Blue Note.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: The Rolling Stone Jazz & Blues Album Guide
John Swenson, 1999 The most comprehensive guide to jazz and blues recordings in print, including
reviews of more than ten thousand albums. An essential book for any music fan's library.
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: Jazz Education Journal , 2001
  bill evans jazz piano solos series volume 19: The Harvard Biographical Dictionary of Music
Don Michael Randel, 1996 Biographaical dictionary emphisizes classicaland art music; also gives
ample attention to the classics as well as Jazz, Blues, rock and pop, and hymns and showtunes across
the ages.
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