american sign language facts

American Sign Language Facts: Unlocking the Beauty of a Visual Language

american sign language facts reveal a fascinating world of communication that
goes beyond spoken words. American Sign Language, commonly known as ASL, is
not just a set of hand gestures; it is a rich, complex language used by
millions of people in the United States and parts of Canada. Whether you are
curious about its origins, structure, or cultural significance, diving into
these facts will give you a fresh appreciation for this vibrant form of
expression.

The Origins and History of American Sign
Language

Understanding the roots of ASL is essential to grasp how it evolved into the
language it is today. Unlike what many might assume, ASL did not simply
emerge as a manual version of English.

A Blend of Influences

American Sign Language developed primarily in the early 19th century. It was
heavily influenced by French Sign Language (LSF) due to the arrival of
Laurent Clerc, a deaf teacher from France, who co—-founded the first school
for the deaf in the U.S. in 1817. However, ASL also drew from indigenous sign
languages and home sign systems used by deaf communities across America. This
unique blend resulted in a distinct language with its own grammar, syntax,
and vocabulary.

Recognition Over Time

For a long time, ASL was not widely recognized as a legitimate language in
educational and societal institutions. It was often overshadowed by
oralism—the practice of teaching deaf individuals to speak and lip-read
rather than sign. Thankfully, linguistic research in the 1960s, led by
scholars like William Stokoe, demonstrated that ASL is a fully-fledged
language, leading to greater acceptance and integration in schools and
communities.

How American Sign Language Works: Structure and
Grammar

Many people mistakenly believe that ASL is a direct translation of English,
but that couldn’t be further from the truth. ASL has its own grammar and
syntax, which can be quite different from English.



Visual-Spatial Language

ASL is a visual language that relies on hand shapes, movements, facial
expressions, and body language to convey meaning. Facial expressions, for
instance, are crucial for indicating questions, emotions, or intensity. The
spatial nature of ASL allows signers to establish locations in the signing
space and refer back to them, making storytelling and complex conversations
possible.

Unique Grammar Rules

Unlike English, which follows a subject-verb-object order, ASL often uses a
topic-comment structure. For example, instead of saying “I am going to the
store,” an ASL user might sign “Store, I go.” Time indicators typically come
at the beginning of sentences, setting the temporal context before the main
action.

Cultural Significance of American Sign Language

Understanding ASL is not only about language but also about appreciating Deaf
culture, which is deeply intertwined with it.

A Sense of Community

The Deaf community is vibrant and proud, with ASL serving as a cornerstone of
identity and connection. Events such as Deaflympics, deaf theater, and
storytelling sessions showcase the culture’s richness. Learning ASL can open
doors to meaningful interactions and friendships within this community.

Preserving Heritage Through Language

ASL is more than just communication; it preserves history, traditions, and
shared experiences. Many Deaf individuals view ASL as a key part of their
heritage. Efforts to promote ASL education and media representation help
sustain this cultural legacy.

Learning American Sign Language: Tips and
Resources

If the idea of learning ASL intrigues you, there are some practical insights
to keep in mind.

Start with the Basics



Begin by learning the ASL alphabet, common signs, and basic sentence
structures. This foundation will make it easier to progress to more complex
conversations. Apps, online courses, and local classes are great starting
points.

Practice with Native Signers

Immersing yourself in the Deaf community or practicing with fluent signers is
invaluable. It helps you understand nuances like facial expressions and
signing speed, which are hard to grasp from books or videos alone.

Be Patient and Consistent

Like any language, mastering ASL takes time and dedication. Regular practice,
watching ASL wvideos, and engaging in conversations will gradually build your
fluency.

Interesting American Sign Language Facts That
Might Surprise You

Beyond the basics, some intriguing facts highlight the uniqueness of ASL.

e ASL is the third most used language in the United States. After English
and Spanish, ASL holds this significant place.

e It has regional dialects. Just like spoken languages, ASL varies
depending on geographic location, with differences in signs and accents.

e Facial expressions are considered a part of grammar. They aren’t just
emotional cues but essential grammatical markers.

e ASL poetry and storytelling are highly expressive art forms. They
utilize the language’s visual nature to create vivid imagery.

e Children of deaf adults (CODAs) often grow up bilingual in ASL and
English. This bilingualism shapes unique cognitive abilities.

The Impact of Technology on American Sign
Language

Technology has transformed how ASL is learned and used, making the language
more accessible than ever before.



Video Relay Services and Communication

Video Relay Services (VRS) allow deaf individuals to communicate via sign
language interpreters through video calls. This technology bridges
communication gaps in professional and personal contexts.

Apps and Online Platforms

From ASL dictionaries to interactive learning apps, technology provides
diverse tools for learners at all levels. Platforms like YouTube host
countless tutorials and real-life conversations in ASL, making practice
convenient and engaging.

Social Media and Deaf Culture

Social media has become a vibrant space for ASL users to share content, raise
awareness, and connect globally. Deaf creators use platforms like TikTok and
Instagram to showcase ASL poetry, humor, and educational videos, enriching
the language’s presence online.

Exploring american sign language facts reveals not only the linguistic marvel
of ASL but also the deep cultural roots and modern innovations that keep it
thriving. Whether you’re learning ASL yourself, communicating with Deaf
friends, or simply broadening your understanding, embracing this visual
language opens up a world of connection and expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is American Sign Language (ASL)?

American Sign Language (ASL) is a complete, natural language that serves as
the predominant sign language of Deaf communities in the United States and
most of Anglophone Canada.

How many people use American Sign Language-?

It is estimated that around 500,000 to 2 million people use American Sign
Language in the United States and Canada.

Is American Sign Language universal?

No, ASL is not universal. Different countries have their own sign languages,
such as British Sign Language (BSL) or French Sign Language (LSF), which are
distinct from ASL.

When did American Sign Language originate?

ASL originated in the early 19th century, evolving from French Sign Language
and indigenous sign systems after the establishment of the American School
for the Deaf in 1817.



Can ASL be considered a language?

Yes, ASL is a fully developed language with its own grammar, syntax, and
vocabulary, distinct from English.

Do hearing people use American Sign Language?

Yes, many hearing people learn and use ASL for communication with Deaf
individuals, as well as for educational, professional, and social purposes.

How is facial expression important in American Sign
Language?

Facial expressions are a crucial part of ASL grammar and meaning, as they
convey tone, emotion, and grammatical information such as questions or
negations.

Additional Resources

American Sign Language Facts: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Linguistic and
Cultural Significance

american sign language facts reveal a rich tapestry of linguistic complexity,
cultural identity, and evolving communication practices within the Deaf
community in the United States and parts of Canada. As a fully developed
natural language, American Sign Language (ASL) 1is often misunderstood or
underestimated in its depth, structure, and scope. This article investigates
the fundamental aspects of ASL, its historical roots, linguistic features,
and the societal implications of its use.

The Linguistic Structure of American Sign
Language

American Sign Language is not simply a manual version of English; it is a
distinct language with its own grammar, syntax, and lexicon. Unlike spoken
languages, which rely on auditory cues, ASL utilizes a combination of hand
shapes, movements, facial expressions, and body postures to convey meaning.
This multimodal communication is integral to its expressivity and efficiency.

ASL’'s grammar differs markedly from English. For instance, ASL typically
follows a topic—comment structure rather than the subject-verb-object order
common in English. Additionally, ASL employs non-manual signals such as
eyebrow raises or head tilts to indicate questions or emphasis, functioning
similarly to intonation in spoken languages.

Historical Origins and Development

The emergence of American Sign Language 1is closely tied to the establishment
of deaf education in the early 19th century. One pivotal moment was the
founding of the American School for the Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut, in
1817, where Laurent Clerc, a French Deaf educator, and Thomas Hopkins



Gallaudet introduced French Sign Language (LSF) influences. This interaction
between LSF and indigenous sign systems used by Deaf communities in the U.S.
contributed to the development of ASL.

Understanding these historical roots is essential for appreciating ASL’s
unique identity. Contrary to some assumptions, ASL is not derived from
English but shares more linguistic features with French Sign Language due to
this cross-pollination during its formative years.

American Sign Language Facts: Usage and
Demographics

Estimates suggest that approximately 250,000 to 500,000 people in the United
States use ASL as their primary language. This population includes Deaf
individuals, their families, interpreters, and hearing individuals who have
learned ASL for professional or personal reasons. The language’s presence
extends beyond the Deaf community, influencing education, media, and
technology.

The demographic spread of ASL users is diverse, encompassing various ages,
ethnicities, and backgrounds. This diversity enriches the language, as
regional dialects and variations emerge naturally. For example, signs can
differ between regions like the American South and the Northeast, reflecting
localized cultural influences.

The Role of ASL in Education

Deaf education has historically been a contentious issue, particularly
regarding the methods used to teach Deaf students. The oralism approach,
emphasizing lip reading and speech, dominated for much of the 20th century,
often at the expense of sign language use. However, increasing recognition of
ASL’'s linguistic legitimacy has led to a resurgence of bilingual-bicultural
education models.

In such programs, ASL is used alongside English to support Deaf students’
cognitive and social development. Research indicates that early exposure to
ASL facilitates better academic outcomes, language acquisition, and identity
formation for Deaf children. This shift underscores the importance of
American Sign Language as a medium of instruction and cultural transmission.

Technological Advances and ASL Accessibility

The advent of digital technology has significantly impacted the accessibility
and dissemination of ASL. Video relay services (VRS), captioning
technologies, and online platforms have expanded communication opportunities
for Deaf individuals. Social media platforms, YouTube channels, and mobile
apps dedicated to ASL education and interpretation have made learning and
using the language more accessible to a broader audience.

Moreover, artificial intelligence and machine learning are beginning to
influence ASL recognition and translation technologies. While still in
development, these innovations promise to bridge communication gaps between



Deaf and hearing communities, although challenges remain in accurately
capturing the nuances of sign language.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite progress, American Sign Language faces ongoing challenges. One
significant issue is the lack of widespread formal recognition at the
governmental level. While some states have recognized ASL as an official
language, it is not federally recognized in the United States, limiting
access to resources and legal protections.

Additionally, debates continue within the Deaf community regarding the
balance between ASL use and technological interventions such as cochlear
implants. Some view implants as a threat to ASL’s vitality and Deaf culture,
while others see them as tools for integration. These differing perspectives
highlight the complex interplay between language, identity, and technology.

Unique Features and Comparative Insights

American Sign Language exhibits several unique features that distinguish it
from other sign languages globally. For example, ASL employs
classifiers—handshapes that represent categories of objects or people—to
convey spatial relationships and actions dynamically. This aspect allows for
expressive storytelling and efficient communication of complex ideas.

Comparatively, ASL is entirely different from British Sign Language (BSL),
despite both being used in English-speaking countries. The two languages have
distinct vocabularies, grammar, and syntax, emphasizing the global diversity
of sign languages.

e Pros of ASL: Rich expressiveness, natural language acquisition for Deaf
children, strong cultural identity.

e Cons of ASL: Limited recognition in mainstream society, variations in
dialect complicating standardization, technological barriers in
translation.

ASL in Popular Culture and Media

American Sign Language has increasingly gained visibility in popular culture.
Television shows, films, and theater productions have featured Deaf
characters and utilized ASL, raising awareness of Deaf culture and
communication. Notable examples include the use of ASL in movies like “CODA,”
which won critical acclaim for its authentic portrayal of Deaf experiences.

This media representation plays a crucial role in normalizing ASIL,
encouraging more people to learn the language and fostering greater

inclusivity.

American Sign Language is far more than a set of gestures; it is a living,



evolving language that carries the history, culture, and identity of a
vibrant community. Understanding american sign language facts helps bridge
communication gaps and promotes appreciation for linguistic diversity in
North America and beyond.

American Sign Language Facts

american sign language facts: American Sign Language Dennis Cokely, Charlotte Lee
Baker-Shenk, 1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also
provides ASL stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three
times to allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and
structure of sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three
basic types of sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using
sign language. The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American
Sign Language and Structured activities for classroom use.

american sign language facts: The Syntax of American Sign Language Carol Jan Neidle, 2000
Recent research on the syntax of signed language has revealed that, apart from some
modality-specific differences, signed languages are organized according to the same underlying
principles as spoken languages. This book addresses the organization and distribution of functional
categories in American Sign Language (ASL), focusing on tense, agreement and wh-constructions.

american sign language facts: American Sign Language for Beginners Rochelle Barlow,
2020-07-28 A 30-day beginner's guide for learning American Sign Language There's an easy way to
leap right in to learning American Sign Language (ASL). American Sign Language for Beginners
delivers 30 days of lessons that will help you sign with those in your home, community, and
classroom. From letters and numbers to essential vocabulary and grammar basics, this beginner's
guide provides the essentials needed to develop a solid foundation for American Sign Language in
the real world. Each daily lesson takes less than 30 minutes to complete and focuses on a single set
of vocabulary or ASL grammar. Throughout the course, you'll find key phrases, helpful memory tips,
signing practice activities, and insight into deaf culture. Start your ASL masterclass today. American
Sign Language for Beginners includes: 30 Days of easy ASL—Start off right with an accelerated plan
designed to help you begin signing in just one month. Easy-to-understand instructions—Lessons
concentrate on a single idea or subject and include photographs to demonstrate signs. Everyday
phrases—Daily instruction highlights vocabulary you're most likely to need as you explore ASL in
your daily life. Jump-start your learning experience with American Sign Language for Beginners!

american sign language facts: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil
Lucas, 2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.

american sign language facts: Fast Facts for the Hospice Nurse, Second Edition Patricia
Moyle Wright, 2020-09-16 Provides comprehensive, current information for addressing the physical,
psychological, and spiritual needs of hospice patients and their families Substantially updated and
expanded, the second edition of this quick-access reference for hospice nurses continues to deliver
the most current information on the clinical and administrative duties of the hospice nurse. It
encompasses important regulatory changes and milestones, providing timely information on cultural
issues, special communication considerations, and hospice care’s enduring growth. This resource
provides new content on levels of care, assessment and symptom management, and occupational
stress, burnout, and self-care. New treatment guidelines and algorithms are included, as are updates
on quality measures, the reimbursement schedule, compliance initiatives, and electronic
documentation with specific examples. An indispensable clinical resource, the book is a valuable
reference for nurses who are seeking to specialize in hospice, those who work in long-term care
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settings, post-acute care settings, acute care setting, and those who are seeking to enhance their
knowledge of end-of-life care within other specialties. New to the Second Edition: Includes new
regulatory changes/milestones, such as The National Quality Forum New Priorities for Action 2019
Provides updated information about levels of care, particularly the Last 7 Days rule from Medicare
Covers the use of cannabis, non-pharmacological pain management interventions, care of the dying
patient, and post-mortem care New chapters are included on the hospice nurse's role as case
manager, patient discharge, religious and cultural influences on end-of-life care, pain assessment
and interventions, wound care, care of the dying patient, and post-mortem care. Key Features:
Reflects key competencies for the hospice nurse as designated by the Hospice and Palliative Nurses
Association Delineates clinical and administrative responsibilities of the hospice nurse Simplifies
complex information such as Medicare regulations and compliance Provides screening tools for
depression, anxiety, and wound risk Includes the Palliative Performance Scale and the Karnofsky
Performance Scale Serves as a concise study resource for certification

american sign language facts: Weird Language Facts Nora Franklin, Al, 2025-02-12 Weird
Language Facts explores the diverse world of linguistics, revealing the surprising and often strange
aspects of human language and cultural expression. It argues that language is more than just a
communication tool; it reflects cultural and cognitive diversity. The book uncovers unusual linguistic
structures, such as languages lacking verbs, and sheds light on the cultural context of language. It
also investigates languages on the brink of extinction, highlighting the importance of preserving
linguistic diversity. The book examines these weird language facts through the lens of phonology,
grammar, and semantics, presenting examples from languages around the globe. It underscores how
cultural norms and historical events shape unique linguistic features, and is structured to guide
readers through basic concepts and then explore specific categories of language phenomena. It
emphasizes evidence-based analysis, drawing from linguistic theories, academic papers, and
language databases. The book aims to be both informative and entertaining, making complex
concepts accessible to a broad audience.

american sign language facts: Interaction of Morphology and Syntax in American Sign
Language Carol A. Padden, 2016-11-25 This study, first published in 1988, examines cases of
interaction of morphology and syntax in American Sign Language and proposes that clause structure
and syntactic phenomena are not defined in terms of verb agreement or sign order, but in terms of
grammatical relations. Using the framework of relational grammar developed by Perlmutter and
Postal in which grammatical relations such as subject, direct object, etc. are taken as primitives of
linguistic theory, facts about syntactic phenomena, including verb agreement and sign order are
accounted for in a general way. This title will be of interest to students of language and linguistics.

american sign language facts: American Sign Language Syntax Scott K. Liddell, 2021-03-22
No detailed description available for American Sign Language Syntax.

american sign language facts: Universal Grammar and American Sign Language D.C.
Lillo-Martin, 2012-12-06 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE American Sign Language (ASL) is the
visual-gestural language used by most of the deaf community in the United States and parts of
Canada. On the surface, this language (as all signed languages) seems radically different from the
spoken languages which have been used to formulate theories of linguistic princi ples and
parameters. However, the position taken in this book is that when the surface effects of modality are
stripped away, ASL will be seen to follow many of the patterns proposed as universals for human
language. If these theoretical constructs are meant to hold for language in general, then they should
hold for natural human language in any modality; and ifASL is such a natural human language, then
it too must be accounted for by any adequate theory of Universal Grammar. For this rea son, the
study of ASL can be vital for proposed theories of Universal Grammar. Recent work in several
theoretical frameworks of syntax as well as phonology have argued that indeed, ASL is such a lan
guage. I will assume then, that principles of Universal Gram mar, and principles that derive from it,
are applicable to ASL, and in fact that ASL can serve as one of the languages which test Universal
Grammar. There is an important distinction to be drawn, however, be tween what is called here



'‘American Sign Language', and other forms of manual communication.

american sign language facts: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos
Adan R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-30 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.

american sign language facts: Sign Language Interpreting and Interpreter Education
Marc Marschark, 2005-04-14 This text provides an overview of the field of sign language
interpreting and interpreter education, including evaluation of the extent to which current practices
are supported by research, and will be of use both as a reference book and as a textbook for
interpreter training programmes.

american sign language facts: Linguistically Appropriate Practice Roma
Chumak-Horbatsch, 2012-09-01 This path-breaking book provides a convincing argument for the
importance of children's home languages and the benefits of dual- and multi-language learning. A
new classroom practice known as Linguistically Appropriate Practice (LAP) offers guidance for those
working with young children who arrive in childcare centres and schools with little or no proficiency
in the classroom language. Linguistically Appropriate Practice details over fifty classroom activities
that can be adapted to match both the developmental level of the children and the classroom
curriculum. Intended for childcare staff, health care providers, settlement workers, speech and
language pathologists, kindergarten and primary grade teachers, family resource workers, and
literacy specialists, this book is an essential resource for preparing young children for the complex
communication and literacy demands of the twenty-first century.

american sign language facts: Language Acquisition By Eye Charlene Chamberlain, Jill P.
Morford, Rachel I. Mayberry, 1999-08-01 This book focuses on the early acquisition of signed
languages and the later development of reading by children who use signed languages. It represents
the first collection of research papers focused solely on the acquisition of various signed languages
by very young children--all of whom are acquiring signed languages natively, from deaf parents. It is
also the first collection to investigate the possible relationships between the acquisition of signed
language and reading development in school-aged children. The underlying questions addressed by
the chapters are how visual-gestural languages develop and whether and how visual languages can
serve the foundation for learning a second visual representation of language, namely, reading.
Language Acquisition by Eye is divided into two parts, anchored in the toddler phase and the
school-pupil phase. The central focus of Part I is on the earliest stages of signed language
acquisition. The chapters in this part address important questions as to what babytalk looks like in
signed language and the effect it has on babies' attention, what early babbling looks like in signed
language, what babies' earliest signs look like, how parents talk to their babies in signed language to
ensure that their babies see what's being said, and what the earliest sentences in signed languages
tell us about the acquisition of grammar. With contrasting research paradigms, these chapters all
show the degree to which parents and babies are highly sensitive to one another's communicative



interactions in subtle and complex ways. Such observations cannot be made for spoken language
acquisition because speech does not require that the parent and child look at each other during
communication whereas signed language does. Part II focuses on the relationship between signed
language acquisition and reading development in children who are deaf. All of these chapters report
original research that investigates and uncovers a positive relationship between the acquisition and
knowledge of signed language and the development of reading skills and as a result, represents a
historical first in reading research. This section discusses how current theory applies to the case of
deaf children's reading and presents new data that illuminates reading theory. Using a variety of
research paradigms, each chapter finds a positive rather than a negative correlation between signed
language knowledge and usage, and the development of reading skill. These chapters are sure to
provide the foundation for new directions in reading research.

american sign language facts: The Crosslinguistic Study of Language Acquisition Dan Isaac
Slobin, 2017-07-05 An essential handbook for professionals and advanced students in the field.
Volume 1 contains comprehensive studies on the acquisition of 15 different languages (from ASL to
Samoan) -- written by top researchers on each topic. Volume 2 concentrates on theoretical issues,
emphasizing current linguistic and psycholinguistic research. Unique in its approach toward
individual languages and in its comparative perspective, this book is a hallmark of a rapidly growing
area of interdisciplinary, international research.

american sign language facts: Concise Encyclopedia of Brain and Language Harry A.
Whitaker, 2010-04-08 This volume descibes, in up-to-date terminology and authoritative
interpretation, the field of neurolinguistics, the science concerned with the neural mechanisms
underlying the comprehension, production and abstract knowledge of spoken, signed or written
language. An edited anthology of 165 articles from the award-winning Encyclopedia of Language
and Linguistics 2nd edition, Encyclopedia of Neuroscience 4th Edition and Encyclopedia of the
Neorological Sciences and Neurological Disorders, it provides the most comprehensive one-volume
reference solution for scientists working with language and the brain ever published. - Authoritative
review of this dynamic field placed in an interdisciplinary context - Approximately 165 articles by
leaders in the field - Compact and affordable single-volume format

american sign language facts: Signed Language and Gesture Research in Cognitive
Linguistics Terry Janzen, Barbara Shaffer, 2023-07-24 This volume represents the first time that
researchers on signed language and gesture have come together with a coherent focus under the
framework of cognitive linguistics. The pioneering work of Sherman Wilcox is highlighted
throughout, scaffolding much of the research of these contributors. The five sections of the volume
reflect critical areas of Dr. Wilcox’s own research in cognitive linguistics: Guiding research
principles in signed language, gesture, and cognitive linguistics; iconicity across signed and spoken
linguistics; multimodality; blending, depiction and metaphor in signed languages; and specific
grammatical constructions as form-meaning pairings. The authors of this volume exemplify and
continue Dr. Wilcox’s work of bridging signed and spoken language disciplines by contributing
chapters that represent a multiplicity of perspectives on signed, spoken, and gesture data. This
volume presents a unified collection of cognitive linguistics research by leading authors that will be
of interest to readers in the fields of signed and spoken language linguistics, gesture studies, and
general linguistics.

american sign language facts: Linguistics Across Historical and Geographical Boundaries
Dieter Kastovsky, A. ]J. Szwedek, Barbara Ploczinska, 1986

american sign language facts: Language from the Body Sarah F. Taub, 2001-02-26 What is
the role of meaning in linguistic theory? Generative linguists have severely limited the influence of
meaning, claiming that language is not affected by other cognitive processes and that semantics
does not influence linguistic form. Conversely, cognitivist and functionalist linguists believe that
meaning pervades and motivates all levels of linguistic structure. This dispute can be resolved
conclusively by evidence from signed languages. Signed languages are full of iconic linguistic items:
words, inflections, and even syntactic constructions with structural similarities between their



physical form and their referents' form. Iconic items can have concrete meanings and also abstract
meanings through conceptual metaphors. Language from the Body rebuts the generativist linguistic
theories which separate form and meaning and asserts that iconicity can only be described in a
cognitivist framework where meaning can influence form.

american sign language facts: Handbook of Undergraduate Second Language Education
Judith W. Rosenthal, 2013-06-17 This volume offers the most comprehensive, up-to-date description
of the wide array of second language programs currently available to undergraduate students in the
United States and abroad. It brings together, for the first time, detailed descriptions of programs in
foreign language, English as a second language (ESL), dual language (bilingual), American Sign
Language, Native American, and heritage languages. Addressing both theory and practice, the
volume presents the historical development, current practices, and future directions of each type of
program, along with detailed case studies. For second language teachers, academic administrators,
and teacher educators, this Handbook provides information that will be useful in making
instructional and programmatic planning decisions.

american sign language facts: Sociolinguistic Influences on the Structure of American
Sign Language and the Maintenance of Iconicity Eleanor Lee Higgins, 1987
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