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When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do

when kids can t read what teachers can do is a concern many educators face
daily. Reading is a foundational skill that unlocks learning across all
subjects, yet some children struggle to develop this essential ability at the
expected pace. Understanding the challenges and knowing how to respond
effectively can make a significant difference in a child’s academic journey.
So, what steps can teachers take when kids can’t read? Let’s explore
practical strategies, insights, and supportive approaches that empower both
students and educators.

Recognizing the Signs Early

One of the most important things teachers can do is to identify reading
difficulties as early as possible. When kids can’t read fluently or
comprehend what they read, it may be due to a range of factors including
dyslexia, limited vocabulary, or lack of foundational phonics skills. Early
detection allows for timely interventions that can prevent frustration and
disengagement.

Teachers should watch for signs such as:

Difficulty recognizing letters and sounds

Trouble blending sounds to form words

Slow and laborious reading pace

Poor reading comprehension despite effort

Reluctance or anxiety around reading activities

Identifying these warning signs helps teachers tailor their instruction to
meet each child’s unique needs, rather than applying a one-size-fits-all
approach.

Assessing Underlying Causes

Not all reading difficulties stem from the same root causes. When kids can’t



read, teachers have the critical role of pinpointing why. Are the challenges
related to phonemic awareness, vocabulary gaps, attention issues, or perhaps
emotional factors such as low confidence? Understanding the “why” behind the
struggle is essential for effective intervention.

Using Diagnostic Tools and Assessments

Reliable assessments can reveal specific areas where a child is struggling.
For example, phonics assessments test the ability to decode words, while
comprehension tests evaluate understanding of passages. Teachers can use
these tools to gather actionable data that informs personalized teaching
strategies.

Collaboration with Specialists

Sometimes, reading difficulties are linked to learning disabilities such as
dyslexia or speech impairments. When teachers suspect such challenges,
collaborating with reading specialists, speech therapists, or educational
psychologists can provide deeper insights and targeted support. This
multidisciplinary approach ensures students receive comprehensive help beyond
the classroom.

Implementing Effective Reading Strategies

Once the root causes are understood, teachers can adopt evidence-based
reading strategies to support struggling readers. These methods are designed
to build skills progressively and boost confidence.

Phonics and Decoding Practice

For many early readers, difficulty decoding words is a primary barrier.
Structured phonics instruction that emphasizes the relationships between
letters and sounds can help children break down unfamiliar words. Teachers
can integrate multisensory activities—such as using letter tiles, tapping out
sounds, or tracing letters—to engage different learning styles.

Guided Reading Sessions

Small group or one-on-one guided reading allows teachers to work closely with
struggling readers. During these sessions, teachers can model fluent reading,
provide immediate feedback, and help students apply decoding and



comprehension strategies. This personalized attention is invaluable for
accelerating progress.

Building Vocabulary and Language Skills

Vocabulary development plays a huge role in reading comprehension. Teachers
can incorporate rich, engaging language experiences through read-alouds,
discussions, and thematic word walls. Exposure to varied and age-appropriate
texts helps expand children’s word knowledge and boosts their ability to
understand complex ideas.

Creating a Supportive and Motivating
Environment

Reading difficulties often affect a child’s confidence and motivation. When
kids can’t read, emotional support from teachers is just as crucial as
instructional support.

Encouraging a Growth Mindset

Teachers can foster a classroom culture where mistakes are viewed as learning
opportunities. Praising effort rather than just correct answers helps
children develop resilience and a positive attitude toward reading
challenges.

Incorporating Student Interests

Reading becomes more meaningful when it connects to a child’s interests.
Teachers can select books and materials that align with students’ hobbies and
curiosities, making reading a fun and relevant activity rather than a chore.

Providing Choice and Autonomy

Allowing students to choose their reading materials empowers them and
increases engagement. When kids have a say in what they read, they are more
likely to be motivated and invested in improving their skills.



Leveraging Technology and Resources

In the digital age, numerous tools and resources can assist teachers in
helping struggling readers.

Using Educational Apps and Software

Interactive reading apps provide personalized practice in phonics, fluency,
and comprehension. Many programs adapt to a child’s level, offering immediate
feedback and rewards that keep learners motivated.

Incorporating Audiobooks and Read-Along Features

Audiobooks paired with highlighted text allow children to hear fluent reading
while following along visually. This multisensory approach supports word
recognition and helps build vocabulary and comprehension simultaneously.

Accessing Online Communities and Professional
Development

Teachers can benefit from joining forums and attending workshops focused on
literacy interventions. Sharing experiences and learning new techniques
ensures they stay equipped to address diverse reading challenges effectively.

Engaging Families in the Reading Journey

Teachers are not alone in supporting children who struggle to read. Family
involvement can have a profound impact on literacy development.

Communicating Progress and Strategies

Regularly updating parents about their child’s reading progress and providing
practical tips for at-home support helps create a consistent learning
environment. Simple activities like reading bedtime stories or practicing
sight words can reinforce classroom learning.



Encouraging a Literacy-Rich Home Environment

Teachers can suggest ways families can cultivate a love for reading, such as
creating cozy reading nooks, visiting libraries, or setting aside daily
reading time. When children see reading as a shared and enjoyable experience,
their motivation often increases.

Patience and Persistence: The Teacher’s Role

When kids can’t read, the path to literacy can sometimes be slow and
challenging. Teachers need patience and perseverance to keep adapting methods
and encouraging their students. Celebrating small victories along the way
reinforces progress and builds momentum.

Every child’s reading journey is unique, and setbacks are part of the
process. By combining early identification, tailored instruction, emotional
support, and collaboration with families and specialists, teachers can turn
reading difficulties into opportunities for growth and success.

In the end, it’s not just about teaching kids to read words on a page—it’s
about opening doors to imagination, knowledge, and lifelong learning. When
kids can’t read, the caring, informed efforts of teachers truly make all the
difference.

Frequently Asked Questions

When kids can’t read, what initial steps should
teachers take?
Teachers should assess the child’s reading level and identify specific
difficulties, then provide targeted support such as phonics instruction or
one-on-one tutoring.

How can teachers support struggling readers in the
classroom?
Teachers can use differentiated instruction, incorporate multisensory
learning techniques, and provide additional reading materials at appropriate
levels to support struggling readers.

What role does early intervention play when kids



can’t read?
Early intervention is crucial; it helps address reading challenges before
they become entrenched, improving the child’s confidence and academic
outcomes.

How can teachers involve parents when their child is
struggling to read?
Teachers can communicate regularly with parents, suggest reading activities
to do at home, and provide resources or referrals to specialists if needed.

What are some effective reading strategies teachers
can use for kids who can’t read well?
Effective strategies include phonemic awareness exercises, guided reading
sessions, using visual aids, and incorporating interactive reading apps.

When kids can’t read, how important is it for
teachers to build their confidence?
Building confidence is essential; teachers should provide positive
reinforcement, celebrate small successes, and create a supportive learning
environment.

Can technology help teachers support kids who can’t
read?
Yes, technology like reading software, audiobooks, and educational games can
engage students and provide personalized practice to improve reading skills.

What professional development can help teachers
assist kids struggling with reading?
Training in evidence-based reading instruction methods, such as structured
literacy and phonics-based approaches, helps teachers better support
struggling readers.

How can teachers measure progress when kids are
struggling to read?
Teachers can use regular assessments, running records, and reading fluency
checks to monitor progress and adjust instruction accordingly.



Additional Resources
**When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do to Bridge the Literacy Gap**

when kids can t read what teachers can do is a pressing concern in today's
educational landscape. Literacy is foundational to academic success and
lifelong learning, yet many children encounter significant challenges in
acquiring reading skills at an early age. For educators, understanding their
role and the strategies available to support struggling readers is critical.
This article delves into the complexities surrounding early reading
difficulties and explores practical, research-backed interventions that
teachers can employ to help students overcome these barriers.

Understanding the Scope of Reading Challenges
in Young Learners

Reading difficulties among children can manifest in various ways, including
poor phonemic awareness, limited vocabulary, and struggles with
comprehension. According to the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), approximately 35% of fourth graders in the United States perform
below the basic reading level. This alarming statistic highlights the urgency
of addressing literacy gaps early on.

When kids can’t read what teachers can do extends beyond simply recognizing
the problem. It demands a multifaceted approach that considers the individual
learner’s needs, the classroom environment, and the resources available.
Reading is not a monolithic skill; it encompasses decoding, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension. Teachers must identify which components are
most challenging for each student to design effective interventions.

The Importance of Early Assessment and Diagnosis

Early identification of reading difficulties is a cornerstone of effective
intervention. Teachers can employ a variety of diagnostic tools to assess
students' literacy skills, including phonological awareness tests, reading
fluency assessments, and comprehension quizzes. These assessments allow
educators to pinpoint specific areas where children struggle.

Research indicates that early intervention—ideally in kindergarten or first
grade—significantly improves literacy outcomes. For example, a study
published in the Journal of Educational Psychology found that students who
received targeted reading support in early grades were more likely to reach
grade-level proficiency by third grade. Therefore, timely assessment is not
just beneficial but essential.



Effective Teaching Strategies for Supporting
Struggling Readers

When kids can’t read what teachers can do involves adopting evidence-based
instructional methods tailored to the diverse needs of learners. The
following strategies are widely recognized for their effectiveness in
improving literacy skills:

1. Phonics-Based Instruction

Phonics instruction teaches children the relationship between letters and
sounds. This method is particularly helpful for students who struggle with
decoding words. Systematic phonics programs provide structured lessons that
build from simple to complex sound patterns.

Pros of phonics-based instruction include improved decoding skills and
reading fluency. However, it should be integrated with comprehension
strategies to ensure that students not only read words correctly but also
understand the text.

2. Differentiated Instruction

No two struggling readers are identical. Differentiated instruction involves
tailoring teaching methods and materials to accommodate different learning
styles and abilities. Teachers can group students by reading level, provide
individualized reading materials, and use adaptive technologies.

This approach supports inclusivity and ensures that learners receive the
precise level of challenge and support they need. Nevertheless,
differentiated instruction requires significant planning and resources, which
can be a challenge in underfunded schools.

3. Incorporating Multisensory Learning

Multisensory learning engages multiple senses simultaneously, such as sight,
sound, and touch, to reinforce reading skills. For example, students might
trace letters while saying the corresponding sounds aloud. This technique is
especially beneficial for children with dyslexia or other learning
differences.

Studies have shown that multisensory approaches can improve memory retention
and increase motivation among struggling readers. However, effective
implementation demands teacher training and access to appropriate materials.



Supporting Psychological and Emotional Needs

Literacy challenges often affect students’ self-esteem and motivation. When
kids can’t read what teachers can do must also consider the emotional aspects
of learning to read. Negative experiences can lead to frustration, anxiety,
and disengagement from school.

Creating a supportive classroom environment is vital. Teachers can foster a
growth mindset by praising effort, setting achievable goals, and providing
consistent encouragement. Peer support programs and reading buddies also
promote social engagement and make reading a more enjoyable activity.

Collaborating with Parents and Specialists

Teachers do not work in isolation when addressing reading difficulties.
Collaboration with parents, reading specialists, and speech-language
pathologists enhances the support network around the child. Parents can
reinforce reading habits at home, while specialists offer targeted
interventions for specific learning disorders.

Regular communication between educators and families ensures alignment of
strategies and progress monitoring. Workshops and resource sharing can
empower parents to become active participants in their child’s literacy
development.

Leveraging Technology to Enhance Reading
Instruction

The advent of educational technology has introduced innovative tools to
assist struggling readers. When kids can’t read what teachers can do now
includes integrating digital resources that provide personalized learning
experiences.

Programs such as interactive e-books, phonics apps, and reading games adapt
to individual skill levels and provide immediate feedback. Research from the
International Literacy Association suggests that technology can supplement
traditional instruction effectively when used judiciously.

However, technology is not a panacea. It requires access to devices and
internet connectivity, which may not be available in all schools. Moreover,
teachers need appropriate training to integrate these tools meaningfully into
their curriculum.



Professional Development and Teacher Training

To effectively support students who struggle with reading, teachers must have
ongoing professional development opportunities. Training in the latest
literacy research, intervention techniques, and classroom management
strategies is crucial.

School districts investing in teacher education report improved student
reading outcomes. Professional learning communities can facilitate knowledge
sharing and collective problem-solving among educators facing similar
challenges.

Policy Implications and Systemic Support

Addressing reading difficulties requires systemic change, not just classroom-
level interventions. Policymakers must recognize the importance of early
literacy programs, equitable resource allocation, and support for teacher
training.

Programs like Response to Intervention (RTI) and Multi-Tiered Systems of
Support (MTSS) provide frameworks for identifying and addressing students’
academic needs early and systematically. When kids can’t read what teachers
can do is also reliant on these broader structures to ensure no child falls
through the cracks.

Funding and Resource Allocation

Sufficient funding is essential to provide quality reading materials, access
to specialists, and technology integration. Schools in low-income areas often
face greater challenges due to limited resources, exacerbating literacy
disparities.

Advocacy for increased investment in early childhood education and literacy
programs is critical. Partnerships with community organizations and libraries
can also supplement school efforts.

---

The challenge posed by children struggling with reading is multifaceted and
demands a comprehensive response from educators. When kids can’t read what
teachers can do involves early assessment, targeted instruction, emotional
support, collaboration with families, and leveraging technology effectively.
As research continues to evolve, so too must educational practices and
policies, ensuring every child has the opportunity to develop the literacy
skills essential for success in school and beyond.



When Kids Can T Read What Teachers Can Do

  when kids can t read what teachers can do: When Kids Can't Read, what Teachers Can Do G.
Kylene Beers, 2003 For Kylene Beers, the question of what to do when kids can't read surfaced in
1979 when she met and began teaching a boy named George. When George's parents asked her to
explain why he couldn't read and how she could help, Beers, a secondary certified English teacher
with no background in reading, realized she had little to offer. That moment sent her on a
twenty-three-year search for answers to the question: How do we help middle and high schoolers
who can't read? Now, she shares what she has learned and shows teachers how to help struggling
readers with comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, word recognition, and motivation. Filled with
student transcripts, detailed strategies, reproducible material, and extensive booklists, Beers' guide
to teaching reading both instructs and inspires.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: When Kids Can't Read-What Teachers Can Do,
Second Edition Kylene Beers, 2023 This new edition of When kids can't read--what teachers can do
is a guidebook for those who teach students who struggle with reading. Extensively rewritten by
Kylene Beers, it offers practical teaching scaffolds and strategies in the areas of comprehension,
vocabulary development, fluency, and engagement.
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Kylene Beers, 2003 For Kylene Beers, the question of what to do when kids can't read surfaced in
1979 when she met and began teaching a boy named George. When George's parents asked her to
explain why he couldn't read and how she could help, Beers, a secondary certified English teacher
with no background in reading, realized she had little to offer. That moment sent her on a
twenty-three-year search for answers to the question: How do we help middle and high schoolers
who can't read? Now, she shares what she has learned and shows teachers how to help struggling
readers with comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, word recognition, and motivation. Filled with
student transcripts, detailed strategies, reproducible material, and extensive booklists, Beers' guide
to teaching reading both instructs and inspires.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: When Kids Can't Read, What Teachers Can Do
G. Kylene Beers, 2009-07-10
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Why Kids Can't Read Patrick R. Riccards, Phyllis
Blaunstein, Reid Lyon, 2014-12-18 Nearly forty percent of all fourth graders in this country cannot
read at grade level, and this number rises to sixty percent for children coming from poor families.
This gap in learning increases as students go through grade school and is a primary reason for
school failure. Ironically, this problem comes even after comprehensive research demonstrates that
nearly all children can learn to read if taught using proven-effective instruction. Here, the authors
describe the principles of this research in language that non-educators can understand and
educators can use. It discusses how to recognize whether the research on reading is being used
appropriately, and if not, how to make that happen. Through the eyes of parents and educators who
have succeeded in their own struggles to change the educational system, the book provides the
reader with the tools and knowledge for transforming the way reading is taught in their children's
classrooms. This book takes the reader step-by-step through an understanding of the research on
reading and ways in which a single, determined person can make a difference in the learning ability
of every student in our nation's schools. Part One is a series of chapters written by individuals who
discuss what they experienced during these battles and what made them successful. Part Two is
written by a series of experts who describe how they have overcome the challenges involved in
creating widespread change in school systems. This second edition also includes information on
Common Core State Standards, increased testing and accountability efforts, and related policy
issues that directly impact how children learn to read. The appendix is filled with resources-people,
places, sample tools, a glossary and bibliography to help the reader. Some key features of this book
include: Easy to understand descriptions of researchFirst-person stories of how they have helped
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teach their kids to readClear understanding of scientifically based reading and how it can be applied
to the classroomSummary of reading-related Common Core State StandardsSample tools for parent
advocatesResource lists of government officials, organizations that can help with reading efforts
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Vocabularians Brenda L. Overturf, 2023-10-10
Building on the ideas developed in Word Nerds: Teaching All Students to Learn and Love Vocabulary
, Brenda J. Overturf has updated and energized the recommended practices for middle grades
students. Vocabularians is for any educator who wants to help young adolescents increase
knowledge and competency with word study while bringing interest, motivation, and even joy to
their learning. Brenda takes teachers and administrators inside three middle-level schools where
educators are integrating vocabulary instruction across the curriculum. In rural, urban, and
suburban settings, she highlights effective ways to develop students' vocabulary skills using art,
music, games, technology, reading, writing, speaking, listening, and critical thinking. Vocabularians
shows teachers of all content areas how to build word networks, flood the classroom environment
with academic vocabulary, and incorporate the three word-solving strategies that researchers have
found to be the most important-;teaching students how to use context; deciphering words by
breaking down prefixes, suffixes, and root words; and using reference materials in authentic ways.
By blending current research with real classroom experience and application, Brenda builds on her
work with Margot Holmes Smith and Leslie Montgomery and offers an easy-to-implement,
customized-to-middle-school resource that will improve instruction and assessment. As one featured
seventh grader shared: Vocabulary helps you because the more you know words, the more fluent you
can be in reading, the better you can read and write, and the better your writing sounds. There's
always going to be a time when you have to sound professional, whether you're applying for a job or
anything else. You're just going to have to know how to use a good vocabulary.-
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Word Nerds Brenda L. Overturf, Leslie
Montgomery, Margot Holmes Smith, 2023-10-10 Word mastery comes from intimate knowledge of
language. In Word Nerds : Teaching All Students to Learn and Love Vocabulary, authors Leslie
Montgomery and Margot Holmes Smith take you inside classrooms where they implement creative,
flexible vocabulary instruction that improves their students' word knowledge and confidence. With
support from literacy specialist Brenda Overturf, the authors developed a five-part plan to teach all
students to learn vocabulary: Introducing new words in contextAdding related synonyms and
antonymsEngaging in several days of active learningCelebrating new wordsAssessing vocabulary
developmentThis easy-to-read reference explains how to plan, teach, and assess based on the latest
research in vocabulary instruction and learning. After incorporating the authors' plan, you can be a
Word Nerd too!
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: The Power of Words Scott C. Greenwood,
2010-09-16 Teachers are intuitively aware of the connection between academic vocabulary and
reading comprehension. Unfortunately, despite what we know about active instruction of vocabulary
that will be retained by our students, teachers often assign vocabulary but rarely teach it well. The
results are akin to a salesman who says about his product, 'I sold it, but they didn't buy it.'
Greenwood provides teachers with the hows and whys of effective vocabulary instruction, through
the use of visual organizers, user-friendly appendixes, classroom vignettes, and simple, clear
language, encouraging professionals to truly engage their pupils.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Elementary and Middle School Social Studies
Pamela J. Farris, 2024-01-11 The eighth edition continues to be an invaluable resource for creative
strategies and proven techniques to teach social studies. Pamela Farris's popular, reasonably priced
book aids classroom teachers in inspiring students to be engaged learners and to build on their prior
knowledge. The book is comprehensive and easy to understand—providing instruction sensitive to
the needs of all elementary and middle school learners. • Creative concepts for teaching diverse
learners • Strategies for incorporating the C3 Framework to enrich K–8 curriculum • Integration of
inquiry skills with literacy and language arts skills • Multifaceted, meaningful activities emphasize
problem-solving, decision making, and critical thinking • Myriad ideas for incorporating primary



sources as well as technology • Annotated lists of children’s literature at the end of each chapter •
Multicultural focus throughout the broad coverage of history, geography, civics, and economics •
NCSS Standards-Linked Lesson Plans; C3 Framework Plans, and Interdisciplinary/Thematic Units
Social studies explores the variety and complexity of human experience. The book emphasizes the
value of social studies in preparing students to become valuable community members and to
participate respectfully in a diverse society.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: The Reading Intervention Toolkit Robb, Laura,
2017-03-01 In this must-read book, Laura Robb uses what she's learned from her vast teaching
experience to provide the research-based tools needed to improve students' reading comprehension.
This practical resource offers classroom-tested interventions to use with struggling readers provided
in 5-, 10 to 15-, and 30 to 40-minute settings. It provides support for everything from assessment to
management and implementation, to support students' comprehension of both literary and
informational text. This book also demonstrates how teachers can learn about students’ reading
needs through their writing about reading and offers practical suggestions for differentiating
reading instruction to reach the needs of all readers. The Reading Intervention Toolkit offers student
work examples, prompts and sample think-alouds, fiction and nonfiction text passages, data
collection/observation forms, and scaffolds to use with each intervention.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Using Literature to Support Skills and Critical
Discussion for Struggling Readers Nancy S. Williams, 2004 Emphasizing the need to develop
higher-level thinking skills and critical discussion with intermediate and middle school struggling
readers, Williams uses quality children's literature as a springboard to help readers: understand and
use descriptive vocabulary and figurative language, make personal connections with text, create and
solve text related mathematical problems, promote an active, engaged discussion and critical
analysis of the story and the important issues raised in text, extend meaning through research and
writing, art, and drama. To help teachers match student to text, literature selections are categorized
according to interest (e.g., mystery, sports, humor, identity/solving problems), genre, and include
reading level, interest level, and number of pages. Discussion questions and extension
activities_specific to over 100 children's literature selections_provide opportunities for students to
ask questions, discuss and use descriptive language, make predictions and inferences, evaluate story
elements, and critically reflect on character perspectives and social issues raised in the text. All
questions are appropriate for individual work, special education classrooms, general education and
inclusion classrooms, and help teachers facilitate literature discussion groups, book club discussion
and response writing, self-regulated reading, guided reading, and whole class discussions.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Nonfiction Strategies That Work Lori G.
Wilfong, 2014-04-03 Teachers are being bombarded with ideas for teaching nonfiction, but what
really works? In this essential book, dynamic author Lori G. Wilfong describes ten best practices for
teaching nonfiction and how to implement them in the classroom. She also points out practices that
should be avoided, helping you figure out which strategies to ditch and which to embrace. Topics
covered include... Finding quality, differentiated texts to teach content Selecting support strategies
with purpose Providing students with a range of scaffolds for effective summary writing Purposely
selecting vocabulary words to support content learning Working with students to develop strategies
to cite textual evidence Using text structure as both a reading and writing tool for analyzing
nonfiction And much more! Every chapter begins with an engaging scenario and ends with action
steps to help you get started. The book also contains tons of handy templates that you can reproduce
and use in your own classroom.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Reading Without Limits Maddie Witter,
2013-01-07 Imagine a classroom where all students are engaged in highly rigorous and fun learning
every single day. That classroom can be yours starting tomorrow. You don’t have to be a reading
specialist to pick up this book. Anyone who wants to dramatically improve reading achievement will
find helpful suggestions. You might be a third grade teacher whose students have mastered
decoding, and you are ready to build their comprehension. Or you might be a high school science



teacher whose students aren’t yet reading on level with deep critical thinking. This book is for you. It
doesn’t matter whether you are a public, charter, private, or alternative education teacher: the
Reading Without Limits program works in each one. Along with hundreds of ready-to-use teaching
strategies, Reading Without Limits comes with a supplemental website where teachers can
download even more resources for free! Reading Without Limits is the first book offered in the KIPP
Educator Series. KIPP, or the Knowledge is Power Program, began in 1994. As of Fall 2012, there
are 125 KIPP schools in 20 states and the District of Columbia serving nearly 40,000 students
climbing the mountain to and through college.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Literacy Strategies for Grades 4-12 Karen
Tankersley, 2005-06-15 It's tough to teach students science, math, or social studies when they have
a hard time reading the textbook. But now, every teacher in grades 4-12 can use the ideas and
classroom exercises from this practical guide to help students read for accuracy, extract meaning
from text, and interpret their subject-area readings. An experienced teacher and author describes
everyday classroom practices--from 15-minute projects to semester-long whole-grade
assignments--that motivate struggling students, rescue poor readers, and teach reading skills to
English language learners. Get lots of easy-to-use teaching strategies while you explore the basics
about reading that every teacher needs to know: * Why adding a before-, during-, and after-reading
strategy to assignments builds your students' comprehension and understanding of texts. * How to
expand your students' content-specific word knowledge with vocabulary webs and games, word
walls, and word learning strategies. * Why reading aloud to your students improves their reading
fluency. * How to ensure students get more out of texts by using creative writing assignments,
discussions, and other strategies for extending their thinking. Note: This product listing is for the
Adobe Acrobat (PDF) version of the book.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: One Child at a Time Pat Johnson, 2023-10-10
Every elementary teacher deals with students who struggle as readers on a daily basis. Each
struggling child is complex and each has a unique history as a learner. In One Child at a Time,
experienced literacy specialist and consultant Pat Johnson provides a framework she has used in
numerous K-6 classrooms to help teachers understand and assist individual children. The four-step
process outlined in the book enables teachers to focus carefully on specific strategies and behaviors;
analyze them with theoretical and practical lenses; design targeted instruction in keeping with
current research on reading process; and then assess and refine the teaching in conferences with
the child. The framework is by no means an easy answer to a difficult problem, but through its use
teachers learn how the reading process works for proficient readers and how to support struggling
readers as they construct their own reading process. The text is packed with examples of actual
conferences with students, detailing how and when Pat and her colleagues intervene to instruct and
assess. The examples of follow-up assessment and analysis of struggling readers over days and
weeks provide an indispensable model for teachers. Pat shows how to use this framework
successfully with a range of learners, including young children, English language learners, and
students in the upper elementary grades who are stalled in their literacy progress. She builds upon
her decades of work as a classroom teacher, literacy specialist, and consultant in schools with high
poverty and diversity, to demonstrate how this framework can be useful in any setting.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Thinkquiry Toolkit 1 PCG Education,
2016-05-03 Essential, easy-to-implement tools for teachers to help improve literacy across the
content areas, as mandated by the CCSS Thinkquiry Toolkit 1, Second Edition, is a collection of
teacher instructional practices, student learning strategies, and collaborative routines that improves
reading comprehension and vocabulary learning in grades 4 through 12. Each practice, strategy, or
routine is research-based, high impact, multi-purpose and effective in improving student learning
across multiple content areas. It addresses the importance of the ability to read, write, speak, listen,
and think well enough to learn whatever one wants to learn, to demonstrate that learning, and to
transfer that learning to new situations. Thinkquiry Toolkit 1 iscomprised of five sections: Overview
of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy and the related



instructional shifts Selecting the Right Tools for Maximum Learning Laying the Foundation Before
Reading/Learning Building New Knowledge During Reading/Learning, and Expanding and
Deepening Understanding After Reading/Learning If teachers collaboratively use these practices,
strategies, and routines; teach them to students; and use them regularly across content areas,
students will develop confidence and competence as readers, writers, and learners. A division of
Public Consulting Group (PCG), PCG Education provides instructional and management services and
technologies to schools, school districts, and state education agencies across the U.S. and
internationally. They apply more than 30 years of management consulting expertise and extensive
real-world experience as teachers and leaders to strengthen clients' instructional practice and
organizational leadership, enabling student success.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Literacy Coaching Dale E. Moxley, Rosemarye T.
Taylor, 2006-03-13 This research-based handbook guides school leaders in successfully
implementing a literacy coaching program to drive schoolwide literacy achievement.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Independent Reading Inside the Box, 2nd
Edition Lisa Donohue, 2015 This thoughtful guide illustrates how students can use a single sheet of
paper to track their comprehension and thinking as they read independently.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: The Instructional Playbook Jim Knight, Ann
Hoffman, Michelle Harris, Sharon Thomas, 2020-11-25 In schools, every day is game day. Every day,
teachers need the best resources and forms of support because students deserve the best we as
educators can offer. An instructional playbook aims to serve as that kind of support: a tool that
coaches can use to help teachers match specific learning goals with the right research-based
instructional strategies. Coaches have enormous potential to help teachers learn and implement new
teaching practices, but coaches will be effective only if they deeply understand the strategies they
describe and their explanations are clear. The Instructional Playbook: The Missing Link for
Translating Research into Practice addresses both issues head on and offers a simple and clear
explanation of how to create a playbook uniquely designed to meet teachers' instructional needs.
The idea of an instructional playbook has caught fire since Jim Knight described it in The Impact
Cycle (2017). This book helps instructional coaches create playbooks that produce a common
language about high-impact teaching strategies, deepen everyone's understanding of what
instructional coaches do, and, most important, support teachers and students in classrooms. “em>A
joint publication of ASCD and One Fine Bird Press.
  when kids can t read what teachers can do: Fifty Strategies to Ensure K–6 Literacy Success
Kimberly A. Tyson, 2025-09-30 Ensure literacy success for all K–6 students with 50 evidence-based
instructional strategies aligned to the five pillars of reading—phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension. In this timely and comprehensive resource for teachers, coaches,
and principals, Dr. Kimberly Tyson includes strategies for struggling readers and English learners,
key vocabulary, 10 online bonus strategies, and the “Leader’s Lens” to support principals. K–6
teachers, coaches, and leaders can use the resources in this book to: Create a common language
around the science of reading and the five pillars through the key vocabulary provided in each
chapter Establish a literacy-rich classroom environment to support teaching and literacy learning
Access 50 use-tomorrow instructional strategies for phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension Use the “Leader’s Lens” to provide supervision supports and
classroom connections as principals lead and guide teachers Explore templates, key vocabulary,
suggested professional resources, reproducibles, and 10 online bonus strategies Contents:
Introduction Chapter 1: The Literacy Landscape Chapter 2: Phonemic Awareness—Building a Sound
Foundation Chapter 3: Phonics—Making the Sound–Symbol Match Chapter 4: Fluency—Growing
Fluent Readers Chapter 5: Vocabulary—Word Learning Matters Chapter 6: Comprehension—The
Heart of Reading Epilogue Appendix References and Resources Index
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