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What Language Does Montenegro Speak? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of a Balkan Gem

what language does montenegro speak is a question that comes up often for travelers, language
enthusiasts, and those curious about the rich cultural tapestry of the Balkans. Montenegro, a small yet
vibrant country situated on the Adriatic coast, boasts a fascinating linguistic landscape shaped by
history, geography, and its diverse population. Understanding the languages spoken here not only
helps in communication but also opens a window into Montenegro’s identity and heritage.

The Official Language of Montenegro: Montenegrin

The primary and official language spoken in Montenegro is Montenegrin. Recognized as the state
language, Montenegrin is a South Slavic language closely related to Serbian, Croatian, and Bosnian. It
uses both the Latin and Cyrillic alphabets, though the Latin script is more commonly used today.

Montenegrin gained official status after Montenegro's independence in 2006. Prior to that, the
language situation was more complex due to Montenegro being part of Yugoslavia and later the State
Union of Serbia and Montenegro. The recognition of Montenegrin as a separate language was part of
the country’s effort to assert its unique identity on the world stage.

What Makes Montenegrin Unique?

While Montenegrin shares a lot of vocabulary and grammar with Serbian, it has distinct phonetic
features. For example, Montenegrin includes two additional letters, "Ś" and "Ź," which represent
specific sounds not found in Serbian or Croatian. This subtle linguistic variation reflects Montenegro’s
unique cultural and historical path.

Additionally, the choice of alphabet sometimes varies by context. Official documents and education
often favor the Latin script, but the Cyrillic alphabet remains prevalent in some regions and among
older generations.

Multilingualism in Montenegro: More Than Just
Montenegrin

Though Montenegrin is the official language, the country is home to several other languages spoken
by minority communities and neighboring influences. This multilingual environment paints a richer
picture of Montenegro’s cultural diversity.



Serbian, Bosnian, and Croatian: Close Linguistic Cousins

Because of shared history and ethnic ties, many Montenegrins also speak Serbian, Bosnian, and
Croatian. These languages are mutually intelligible and often considered part of a dialect continuum
known as the Serbo-Croatian language group.

In some areas, especially near borders or in ethnically mixed communities, these languages are
spoken interchangeably. Official signs may even appear in multiple languages, reflecting the
country’s inclusive approach towards its minority populations.

Albanian and Croatian Minorities

Montenegro has a significant Albanian minority, particularly in the southern regions near the border
with Albania. Albanian is officially recognized as a minority language in municipalities where
Albanians constitute a significant part of the population. This recognition allows for its use in
education, media, and public administration in those areas.

Similarly, the Croatian language is spoken by some communities along the coast and in certain urban
centers. While smaller in number compared to Albanian speakers, Croatian remains an important part
of Montenegro’s linguistic mosaic.

Languages in Education and Media

Understanding what language does Montenegro speak also involves looking at how languages are
used in schools, media, and official communication.

The Education System and Language Instruction

Montenegrin is the main language of instruction in schools across the country. However, due to the
presence of minority groups, schools in regions with sizeable Albanian or Bosniak populations may
offer education in these languages as well.

Students often learn multiple languages from an early age, including English, which is becoming
increasingly popular due to tourism and globalization. Russian and Italian are also commonly studied
languages, reflecting Montenegro’s historical ties and economic relations.

Media and Broadcasting

Montenegrin-language media dominate the airwaves, but there are also radio stations, newspapers,
and television channels broadcasting in Serbian, Bosnian, and Albanian. This multilingual media
landscape ensures that diverse communities stay informed and connected.



Language and Culture: Why It Matters in Montenegro

Language in Montenegro is more than just a tool for communication; it’s a deeply woven thread in the
fabric of national identity and cultural expression.

Preserving Montenegrin Identity Through Language

After decades of political changes, including being part of Yugoslavia, the affirmation of Montenegrin
as a distinct language plays a key role in strengthening national pride. It serves as a symbol of
independence and cultural uniqueness.

Language as a Bridge Across Communities

Despite linguistic differences, the people of Montenegro generally understand one another well
because of the close relationship between their languages. This mutual intelligibility fosters social
cohesion and peaceful coexistence among different ethnic groups.

Tourism and Language Use

Montenegro’s booming tourism industry also influences language use. English has become a practical
lingua franca in tourist hotspots like Kotor, Budva, and the capital Podgorica, making it easier for
visitors to navigate and enjoy their experience.

Tips for Travelers: Navigating Language in Montenegro

If you’re planning a trip to Montenegro and wondering about what language does Montenegro speak,
here are some useful tips:

Learn Basic Montenegrin Phrases: Simple greetings and polite expressions will be
appreciated and help you connect with locals.

English Suffices in Tourist Areas: In popular tourist destinations, many people speak
English, especially younger generations and those in hospitality.

Be Open to Language Variations: Don’t be surprised if you hear Serbian, Bosnian, or
Albanian during your travels; Montenegro’s linguistic diversity is part of its charm.

Respect Minority Languages: Recognizing and respecting the use of minority languages like
Albanian is important when visiting certain regions.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Language in Montenegro

Montenegro’s linguistic landscape continues to evolve. As the country integrates further into
European structures and embraces globalization, multilingualism is likely to increase. The balance
between preserving Montenegrin language and culture while embracing international languages will
shape the identity of Montenegro for years to come.

In summary, understanding what language does Montenegro speak opens up a fascinating
exploration of a country where language, history, and culture intertwine. Whether you’re a traveler, a
language lover, or simply curious, Montenegro offers a rich linguistic experience that reflects its
unique position in the heart of the Balkans.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Montenegro?
The official language of Montenegro is Montenegrin.

Is Montenegrin different from Serbian?
Montenegrin is very similar to Serbian, Croatian, and Bosnian, as they all belong to the Serbo-Croatian
language group, but Montenegrin has its own standardized form and some unique features.

Do people in Montenegro speak any languages other than
Montenegrin?
Yes, many people in Montenegro also speak Serbian, Bosnian, Albanian, and Croatian, depending on
the region and ethnic group.

Is Montenegrin recognized internationally as a separate
language?
Montenegrin is recognized as the official language of Montenegro, but internationally it is often
considered a standardized variety of Serbo-Croatian.

What script is used to write Montenegrin?
Montenegrin is written using both the Latin and Cyrillic scripts.

Are there dialects of Montenegrin spoken in Montenegro?
Yes, Montenegrin has several dialects, including the Zeta, Northern, and Eastern dialects, which
reflect regional linguistic variations.



Is English widely spoken in Montenegro?
English is increasingly spoken, especially among younger people and in tourist areas, but it is not an
official language.

How similar is Montenegrin to Croatian and Bosnian?
Montenegrin, Croatian, and Bosnian are mutually intelligible and share a common linguistic base, with
differences mostly in vocabulary and pronunciation.

When did Montenegrin become the official language of
Montenegro?
Montenegrin was declared the official language in the 2007 Constitution of Montenegro.

Are there any minority languages spoken in Montenegro?
Yes, minority languages such as Albanian, Bosnian, Croatian, and Roma are spoken by various ethnic
groups within Montenegro.

Additional Resources

What Language Does Montenegro Speak? A
Comprehensive Linguistic Overview

what language does montenegro speak is a question that often arises among travelers, linguists,
and those interested in the Balkan region’s cultural fabric. Montenegro, a small but historically rich
country located in Southeast Europe, has a complex linguistic landscape shaped by centuries of
diverse influences and political changes. Understanding the official language, regional dialects, and
minority languages spoken in Montenegro provides valuable insight into its national identity and
social dynamics.

Montenegro’s Official Language: Montenegrin

Montenegrin is the official language of Montenegro and serves as a key symbol of the country’s
sovereignty and cultural distinction. The Montenegrin language was officially adopted in the 2007
Constitution, following Montenegro’s declaration of independence from the State Union of Serbia and
Montenegro in 2006. Montenegrin belongs to the South Slavic language group, closely related to
Serbian, Croatian, and Bosnian.

Linguistically, Montenegrin is mutually intelligible with these neighboring languages, sharing a
common base often referred to as Serbo-Croatian in broader linguistic contexts. However,
Montenegrin distinguishes itself through specific phonetic, lexical, and orthographic features that



reflect national pride and identity.

Characteristics of the Montenegrin Language

Montenegrin uses both the Latin and Cyrillic alphabets, although the Latin script has gained
prominence in official and everyday use. The language incorporates two additional letters—Ś and
Ź—to represent phonemes unique to Montenegrin pronunciation, which are absent in Serbian or
Croatian. These subtle differences illustrate Montenegro’s effort to promote its distinct linguistic
heritage.

In educational institutions and government documentation, Montenegrin is the standard medium of
communication, reinforcing its role as a unifying element for the country’s population.

The Multilingual Reality: Other Languages Spoken in
Montenegro

While Montenegrin is the official language, the linguistic reality in Montenegro is diverse, reflecting
the country’s multicultural makeup. Significant portions of the population also speak Serbian, Bosnian,
Albanian, and Croatian, each contributing to the rich tapestry of Montenegro’s language environment.

Serbian Language Influence

Serbian remains widely spoken throughout Montenegro, especially among the ethnic Serb community,
which constitutes a substantial minority. The linguistic closeness between Montenegrin and Serbian
means that many Montenegrins are bilingual or use Serbian interchangeably in social and media
contexts.

The coexistence of Montenegrin and Serbian is often a subject of political and cultural debate,
highlighting the intricate balance between national identity and regional affiliations.

Albanian and Bosnian Speakers

Montenegro’s ethnic Albanian minority primarily resides in the southern parts of the country, where
Albanian is spoken alongside Montenegrin. The Albanian language holds official status in
municipalities where Albanians represent a significant demographic, ensuring the protection of
linguistic rights.

Similarly, Bosnian is spoken by Bosniaks living mainly in the northeast and Sandžak region. The
government recognizes Bosnian as a minority language, facilitating its use in education and local
administration.



Croatian Language Presence

Croatian is less widespread but present among some coastal communities and ethnic Croats residing
in Montenegro. Like Bosnian and Albanian, Croatian enjoys minority language rights, including
education and media provisions.

Language Policies and Education in Montenegro

Montenegro’s language policy aims to balance the promotion of Montenegrin as the national language
with the protection of minority languages. The Constitution and related legal frameworks guarantee
the rights of national minorities to use their languages in official settings, education, and public life.

In schools, Montenegrin is the primary language of instruction, but minority languages such as
Albanian, Bosnian, and Croatian are also taught in their respective communities. This multilingual
educational approach fosters inclusivity while promoting linguistic diversity.

Challenges in Language Standardization

The process of standardizing Montenegrin as a distinct language has not been without controversy.
Some linguists argue that the differences between Montenegrin and Serbian are minimal and largely
political in nature. Others emphasize the importance of language as a cultural marker and support
ongoing efforts to codify Montenegrin grammar and vocabulary.

These debates reflect broader issues of identity, nationhood, and historical legacy that continue to
shape Montenegro’s linguistic landscape.

Comparative Perspective: Montenegro’s Language in
the Balkan Context

Montenegro’s linguistic situation is emblematic of the broader Balkan region, where borders and
identities have shifted over time, and languages often overlap. Like its neighbors Serbia, Croatia, and
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro belongs to the South Slavic linguistic continuum.

However, Montenegro’s declaration of Montenegrin as the official language sets it apart, emphasizing
national distinctiveness in a region characterized by shared language roots. This scenario is
comparable to how Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian have each been standardized and promoted in
their respective countries despite high mutual intelligibility.

Pros and Cons of Linguistic Distinction



Pros: Promotes national identity and cultural pride; supports political sovereignty; encourages
preservation of local dialects and traditions.

Cons: Can cause confusion or division among speakers; complicates education and
administrative processes; may be perceived as politicization of language.

The Role of English and Other Foreign Languages

In addition to native languages, English plays a growing role in Montenegro, particularly among
younger generations and in tourism, business, and international relations. Proficiency in English is
increasingly emphasized in schools and universities, reflecting Montenegro’s aspirations for
integration into European and global frameworks.

Other foreign languages like Italian and Russian also have pockets of influence, especially due to
historical ties and economic relations.

Language and Tourism in Montenegro

Montenegro’s booming tourism industry has necessitated multilingual communication, with many
service providers fluent in English, German, and Italian to cater to international visitors. This
multilingualism contributes to the country’s accessibility and appeal on the global stage.

---

Exploring the question of what language does Montenegro speak reveals a nuanced linguistic
environment shaped by history, politics, and cultural diversity. While Montenegrin stands as the
official language and an emblem of national identity, the presence of Serbian, Albanian, Bosnian, and
Croatian languages highlights the country’s multicultural nature. This dynamic interplay of languages
continues to evolve, reflecting Montenegro’s unique position at the crossroads of tradition and
modernity.

What Language Does Montenegro Speak

  what language does montenegro speak: Language, History, Ideology Camiel Hamans,
Hans Henrich Hock, 2024-05-16 This volume presents twelve in-depth case studies that critically
examine the ways in which historical linguistics and language change interact with ideology. These
varying interactions have been present since the birth of historical-comparative linguistics as a field
of study. Work in historical linguistics may be appropriated or rejected for ideological reasons, most
notably in the debates surrounding the Indo-European homeland; it can also by influenced by
ideological biases, as in the 'alternative' histories that have been proposed for Moldovan and
Maltese. The development of linguistically-defined nation states may itself fuel linguistic change, for
instance through the suppression of minority languages or the division of existing languages to

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/what-language-does-montenegro-speak.pdf


mirror political divisions, as occurred in the Balkans; or it may lead to the formulation of
pseudo-histories designed to give a nation a more prestigious past. The book will be of interest not
only to historical linguists but also to anthropologists, historians, and all those interested in
language policy.
  what language does montenegro speak: The Languages and Linguistics of Europe Bernd
Kortmann, Johan van der Auwera, 2011 Open publicationThe Languages and Linguistics of Europe:
A Comprehensive Guide is part of the multi-volume reference work on the languages and linguistics
of the continents of the world. The book supplies profiles of the language families of Europe,
including the sign languages. It also discusses the areal typology, paying attention to the Standard
Average European, Balkan, Baltic and Mediterranean convergence areas. Separate chapters deal
with the old and new minority languages and with non-standard varieties. A major focus is language
politics and policies, including discussions of the special status of English, the relation between
language and the church, language and the school, and standardization. The history of European
linguistics is another focus as is the history of multilingual European 'empires' and their dissolution.
The volume is especially geared towards a graduate and advanced undergraduate readership. It has
been designed such that it can be used, as a whole or in parts, as a textbook, the first of its kind, for
graduate programmes with a focus on the linguistic (and linguistics) landscape of Europe.
  what language does montenegro speak: Documents Council of Europe: Parliamentary
Assembly, 2005-02-03
  what language does montenegro speak: Montenegro Annalisa Rellie, Rudolf Abraham,
2015-01-05 Across the Adriatic from Italy, Montenegro occupies one of Europe's hidden corners.
With medieval gems and a stark rugged beauty, the country offers something for cultural and active
travellers alike. This fifth edition of Bradt's Montenegro is the most up-to-date and detailed guide to
the country available. It contains the comprehensive coverage of the improvements in Montenegro's
tourism infrastructure, such as the highway to Belgrade, and practical information on where-to-go
and where-to-stay, perfect for the independent traveller.
  what language does montenegro speak: The Politics of Language and Nationalism in
Modern Central Europe T. Kamusella, 2008-12-16 This work focuses on the ideological
intertwining between Czech, Magyar, Polish and Slovak, and the corresponding nationalisms
steeped in these languages. The analysis is set against the earlier political and ideological history of
these languages, and the panorama of the emergence and political uses of other languages of the
region.
  what language does montenegro speak: The Montenegrin Warrior Tradition Branko
Banovi?, 2016-04-29 Montenegro has been a much neglected part of former Yugoslavia. The
Montenegrin Warrior Tradition aims to scrutinize the identity debates in Montenegrin public opinion
over the question of membership to NATO and to explore how narratives created for that purpose
have been linked with Montenegrin identity, history, tradition, and the concept of Montenegrin
masculinity. The intertwining of the question of identity with that of NATO membership, and the
inseparability of these issues from the context of quotidian politics produces an array of
controversies among Montenegrin citizens. The book interprets the public and private debates about
Montenegro joining NATO through the prism of anthropological studies of identity; in particular
those focused on a general theory of culture and the anthropology of multiculturalism.
  what language does montenegro speak: Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Textbook Ronelle
Alexander, Ellen Elias-Bursac, 2010-03-01 Three official languages have emerged in the Balkan
region that was formerly Yugoslavia: Croatian in Croatia, Serbian in Serbia, and both of these
languages plus Bosnian in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Textbook introduces
the student to all three. Dialogues and exercises are presented in each language, shown side by side
for easy comparison; in addition, Serbian is rendered in both its Latin and its Cyrillic spellings.
Teachers may choose a single language to use in the classroom, or they may familiarize students
with all three. This popular textbook is now revised and updated with current maps, discussion of a
Montenegrin language, advice for self-study learners, an expanded glossary, and an appendix of verb



types. It also features: • All dialogues, exercises, and homework assignments available in Bosnian,
Croatian, and Serbian • Classroom exercises designed for both small-group and full-class work,
allowing for maximum oral participation • Reading selections written by Bosnian, Croatian, and
Serbian authors especially for this book • Vocabulary lists for each individual section and full
glossaries at the end of the book • A short animated film, on an accompanying DVD, for use with
chapter 15 • Brief grammar explanations after each dialogue, with a cross-reference to more
detailed grammar chapters in the companion book, Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Grammar
  what language does montenegro speak: Report of the FAO/GFCM Workshop on Port State
Measures to Combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, 2008-01-01 FAO is supporting the implementation of the 2005
FAO Model Schemes on Port State Measures to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing,
including at regional level. The main objective of the workshop was to consider GFCM Member's
coordinated efforts regarding the strengthening and the harmonization of port State measures in the
near future and, as a result, build on the requirements of the general guidelines for a GFCM control
and enforcement scheme.
  what language does montenegro speak: Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Grammar Ronelle
Alexander, 2006-08-15 Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Grammar analyzes and clarifies the complex,
dynamic language situation in the former Yugoslavia. Addressing squarely the issues connected with
the splintering of Serbo-Croatian into component languages, this volume provides teachers and
learners with practical solutions and highlights the differences among the languages as well as the
communicative core that they all share. The first book to cover all three components of the
post-Yugoslav linguistic environment, this reference manual features: · Thorough presentation of the
grammar common to Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian, with explication of all the major differences ·
Examples from a broad range of spoken language and literature · New approaches to accent and
clitic ordering, two of the most difficult points in BCS grammar · Order of grammar presentation in
chapters 1–16 keyed to corresponding lessons in Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian, a Textbook ·
Sociolinguistic commentary explicating the cultural and political context within which Bosnian,
Croatian, and Serbian function and have been defined · Separate indexes of the grammar and
sociolinguistic commentary, and of all words discussed in both
  what language does montenegro speak: Towards an Ecology of World Languages Louis-Jean
Calvet, 2006-06-23 There are around 5,000 languages spoken across the world today, but the
languages that coexist in our multilingual world have varied functions and fulfill various roles. Some
are spoken by small groups, a village or a tribe; others, much less numerous, are spoken by
hundreds of millions of speakers ... In this major book Louis-Jean Calvet, one of the foremost
sociolinguists working today, develops an ecological approach to language in order to analyze the
changing structure of the world language system. The ecological approach to language begins from
actual linguistic practices and studies the relations between these practices and their social, political
and economic environment. The practices which constitute languages, on the one hand, and their
environment, on the other, form a linguistic ecosystem in which languages coexist, multiply and
influence one another. Using a rich panoply of examples from across the world, Calvet elaborates
the ecological approach and shows how it can shed light on the changing forms of language use in
the world today.--Coberta llibre.
  what language does montenegro speak: Politics and the Slavic Languages Tomasz
Kamusella, 2021-06-17 During the last two centuries, ethnolinguistic nationalism has been the norm
of nation building and state building in Central Europe. The number of recognized Slavic languages
(in line with the normative political formula of language = nation = state) gradually tallied with the
number of the Slavic nation-states, especially after the breakups of Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union
and Yugoslavia. But in the current age of borderless cyberspace, regional and minority Slavic
languages are freely standardized and used, even when state authorities disapprove. As a result,
since the turn of the 19th century, the number of Slavic languages has varied widely, from a single
Slavic language to as many as 40. Through the story of Slavic languages, this timely book illustrates



that decisions on what counts as a language are neither permanent nor stable, arguing that the
politics of language is the politics in Central Europe. The monograph will prove to be an essential
resource for scholars of linguistics and politics in Central Europe.
  what language does montenegro speak: Parliamentary Debates (Hansard). Great Britain.
Parliament. House of Commons, 1919 Contains the 4th session of the 28th Parliament through the
session of the Parliament.
  what language does montenegro speak: The Parliamentary Debates, Official Report Great
Britain. Parliament. House of Commons, 1919 Contains the 4th session of the 28th Parliament
through the 1st session of the 48th Parliament.
  what language does montenegro speak: The Colorado School Journal , 1915
  what language does montenegro speak: PISA 2018 Results (Volume VI) Are Students Ready
to Thrive in an Interconnected World? OECD, 2020-10-22 The OECD Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA) examines what students know in reading, mathematics and science, and
what they can do with what they know. Volume VI: Are Students Ready to Thrive in an
Interconnected World? explores students’ ability to examine issues of local, global and cultural
significance; understand and appreciate the perspectives and worldviews of others; engage in open,
appropriate and effective interactions across cultures; and take action for collective well-being and
sustainable development.
  what language does montenegro speak: Colloquial Albanian (eBook And MP3 Pack) Linda
Mëniku, Héctor Campos, 2014-10-14 Colloquial Albanian provides a step-by-step course in Albanian
as it is written and spoken today. Combining a user-friendly approach with a thorough treatment of
the language, it equips learners with the essential skills needed to communicate confidently and
effectively in Albanian in a broad range of situations. No prior knowledge of the language is
required. Key features include: • progressive coverage of speaking, listening, reading and writing
skills • structured, jargon-free explanations of grammar • an extensive range of focused and
stimulating exercises • realistic and entertaining dialogues covering a broad variety of scenarios •
useful vocabulary lists throughout the text • additional resources available at the back of the book,
including a full answer key, a grammar summary and bilingual glossaries Balanced, comprehensive
and rewarding, Colloquial Albanian will be an indispensable resource both for independent learners
and students taking courses in Albanian. Course components: The complete course comprises the
book and audio materials. These are available to purchase separately in paperback, eBook, CD and
MP3 format. The paperback and CDs can also be purchased together in the great-value Colloquials
pack. Paperback: 978-0-415-59795-1 (please note this does not include the audio) CDs :
978-0-415-59797-5 eBook: 978-0-203-83996-6 (please note this does not include the audio, available
from www.tandfebooks.com) MP3s: 978-0-415-47111-4 (available from www.tandfebooks.com) Pack
: 978-0-415-59796-8 (paperback and CDs) For the eBook and MP3 pack, please find instructions on
how to access the supplementary content for this title in the Prelims section.
  what language does montenegro speak: Official report of debates Council of Europe:
Parliamentary Assembly, 2006-01-01
  what language does montenegro speak: Documents, Working Papers - Council of
Europe, Parliamentary Assembly Council of Europe. Parliamentary Assembly, 2004
  what language does montenegro speak: The Treasury of Geography William Hughes, Samuel
Maunder, 1870
  what language does montenegro speak: The American Catholic Quarterly Review James
Andrew Corcoran, Patrick John Ryan, Edmond Francis Prendergast, 1918
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