
the greatest love of all by george
benson
The Timeless Appeal of "The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson

the greatest love of all by george benson is a song that holds a special
place in the hearts of many music lovers around the world. While the song
gained massive popular recognition through Whitney Houston’s iconic
rendition, the original version by George Benson offers a soulful and jazz-
infused interpretation that often goes unnoticed. This track not only
showcases Benson’s remarkable vocal and guitar talents but also delivers a
powerful message about self-love and inner strength. Let’s dive deeper into
the background, significance, and lasting impact of "The Greatest Love of
All" by George Benson.

The Origins of "The Greatest Love of All"

Before Whitney Houston’s version became a chart-topping hit in the mid-1980s,
"The Greatest Love of All" was first recorded by George Benson in 1977. The
song was written by Michael Masser (music) and Linda Creed (lyrics), crafted
specifically for the soundtrack of the Muhammad Ali biopic, *The Greatest*.
Benson’s smooth jazz style brought a unique interpretation to the
composition, blending his signature guitar work with heartfelt vocals.

George Benson’s Contribution to the Song’s Legacy

George Benson was already well-established as a talented jazz guitarist and
singer when he recorded "The Greatest Love of All." His version leans more
towards a soft jazz and R&B feel, which highlights his versatility as an
artist. Benson’s soulful delivery adds a layer of intimacy and sincerity,
making the song resonate with listeners who appreciate jazz and sophisticated
pop sounds.

His rendition, while not as commercially successful as Houston’s, is
cherished by fans for its musicality and emotional depth. It emphasizes the
song’s core theme of finding strength from within, a message that remains
relevant today.

Lyrics and Message: Why "The Greatest Love of
All" Resonates

One of the reasons why "The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson continues



to capture attention is its uplifting and empowering lyrics. The song
encourages listeners to believe in themselves and to nurture self-respect.
Lines like “Learning to love yourself, it is the greatest love of all” serve
as a reminder that self-love is foundational to happiness and personal
success.

Understanding the Song’s Inspirational Impact

The lyrics penned by Linda Creed, who was battling cancer at the time, carry
a profound depth of emotion and hope. The song is often interpreted as a
motivational anthem that inspires people to overcome adversity and cherish
their own worth. Benson’s heartfelt performance brings this message to life
in a way that feels genuine and relatable.

For many, the song serves as a source of comfort and encouragement during
difficult times, reinforcing the importance of inner strength. It’s no wonder
that this song has been covered by numerous artists and used in various
motivational settings.

Musical Composition and Style

George Benson’s version of "The Greatest Love of All" stands out due to its
smooth blend of jazz, R&B, and soul elements. The arrangement features mellow
instrumentation, including gentle piano chords, subtle string sections, and
Benson’s signature guitar solos.

The Role of George Benson’s Guitar Work

Benson is renowned for his exceptional guitar skills, and this song is no
exception. Although the vocals are front and center, his guitar work adds an
intricate, melodic dimension that enhances the overall listening experience.
His ability to merge guitar riffs with vocal lines creates a seamless musical
narrative that draws the listener in.

The soft, sophisticated instrumentation complements the song’s theme
perfectly, allowing the inspirational message to shine without overwhelming
the listener.

The Cultural and Historical Context

Understanding the cultural backdrop of the late 1970s helps appreciate why
"The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson resonated at the time. The song
was part of the soundtrack for *The Greatest*, a film about Muhammad Ali—a



figure who symbolized courage, resilience, and self-belief. This connection
added layers of meaning to the song, linking the theme of self-love with
Ali’s inspirational life story.

How the Song Reflects the Era’s Musical Trends

The late ’70s was a period marked by the rise of smooth jazz and the blending
of genres like R&B and soul. Benson’s style perfectly embodied this fusion,
appealing to audiences who enjoyed sophisticated, emotionally rich music. His
recording of "The Greatest Love of All" fits seamlessly into this landscape,
making it a memorable piece of that musical era.

Comparing George Benson’s and Whitney Houston’s
Versions

While George Benson’s original version is smooth and jazz-oriented, Whitney
Houston’s 1985 cover brought a powerful pop ballad sensibility that
introduced the song to a broader audience. Houston’s vocal range and emotive
delivery turned it into an anthem of empowerment and hope for millions
worldwide.

What Makes Benson’s Version Unique?

- **Jazz Influence:** Benson’s interpretation leans heavily into jazz and
R&B, offering a more laid-back, soulful vibe.
- **Guitar Elements:** His guitar solos add a unique texture that is absent
from Houston’s version.
- **Intimate Vocal Style:** Benson’s smooth, understated vocals create a warm
and personal atmosphere.

Whitney Houston’s Impact on the Song’s Popularity

Houston’s version skyrocketed the song’s popularity, making it a staple in
pop culture and earning it a place among the most beloved ballads of all
time. Despite this, many aficionados still regard Benson’s original as a
masterful performance that deserves recognition for its artistry and
emotional nuance.

Why "The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson



Still Matters

Even decades after its release, George Benson’s rendition of "The Greatest
Love of All" continues to inspire listeners who value musical craftsmanship
and meaningful lyrics. It’s a reminder that the roots of a song are just as
important as its popular renditions, and sometimes, the original carries a
special magic of its own.

Tips for Appreciating the Song on a Deeper Level

- **Listen Intently to the Instrumentation:** Pay attention to Benson’s
guitar work and the orchestration to fully appreciate the musical layers.
- **Reflect on the Lyrics:** Consider the message of self-love and how it
applies to your own life.
- **Explore Other Works by George Benson:** His extensive catalog of jazz and
R&B music offers many other gems worth discovering.
- **Compare Different Versions:** Listening to both Benson’s and Houston’s
renditions can deepen your understanding of the song’s versatility.

The enduring charm of "The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson lies not
only in its beautiful melody and heartfelt lyrics but also in the authentic
emotion that Benson brings to the performance. Whether you’re a longtime fan
or a newcomer, exploring this version offers a fresh perspective on a classic
song whose message remains as relevant as ever.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally performed 'The Greatest Love of All'
by George Benson?
George Benson was the first to record and release 'The Greatest Love of All'
in 1977.

When was George Benson's version of 'The Greatest
Love of All' released?
George Benson's version of 'The Greatest Love of All' was released in 1977.

Who wrote the song 'The Greatest Love of All'
performed by George Benson?
The song was written by Michael Masser and Linda Creed.



What inspired the lyrics of 'The Greatest Love of
All' performed by George Benson?
The lyrics were inspired by the desire to promote self-love and personal
empowerment, especially for children growing up.

How did George Benson’s version of 'The Greatest
Love of All' perform commercially?
George Benson's version achieved moderate success but was later overshadowed
by Whitney Houston’s more famous cover.

What genre does George Benson’s 'The Greatest Love
of All' belong to?
George Benson’s version of the song is primarily classified as a smooth jazz
and soul ballad.

How is George Benson's version of 'The Greatest Love
of All' different from Whitney Houston’s cover?
George Benson's version has a jazzy, smooth instrumental arrangement, while
Whitney Houston’s cover is more pop and gospel-influenced with powerful
vocals.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy of "The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson

the greatest love of all by george benson stands as a significant milestone
in the landscape of late 20th-century music, marking a moment where soulful
expression and poignant lyricism coalesced through the voice of a jazz and
R&B virtuoso. While the song has become more widely recognized through
Whitney Houston’s iconic rendition in the mid-1980s, it was George Benson’s
original recording in 1977 that first brought this powerful anthem to life.
This article delves into the origins, musicality, and cultural impact of "The
Greatest Love of All" by George Benson, examining how the track fits into his
broader career and the music industry of its time.

Origins and Background of "The Greatest Love of
All" by George Benson

Written by Michael Masser and Linda Creed, "The Greatest Love of All" was
initially crafted for the 1977 Muhammad Ali biopic, *The Greatest*. George



Benson, already an established figure in jazz and R&B circles, was chosen to
perform the song, which carried themes of self-empowerment and inner
strength. Benson’s version appeared on his album *In Your Eyes*, released the
same year, showcasing his smooth vocal delivery and impeccable guitar work.

The choice of Benson to debut this song was strategic. Known for his ability
to blend jazz sophistication with popular appeal, Benson brought a nuanced
sensitivity to the track. His interpretation emphasizes a reflective and
somewhat introspective tone, aligning well with the song’s message about
learning to love oneself despite hardships.

Musical Composition and Style

George Benson’s rendition of "The Greatest Love of All" is characterized by
its lush arrangements and soulful instrumentation. The track features:

Rich string sections that add emotional depth

A steady, mid-tempo rhythm that supports the contemplative mood

Benson’s warm tenor vocals that convey both vulnerability and strength

Subtle jazz guitar flourishes that highlight his musicianship without
overpowering the vocals

Compared to later versions, Benson’s original leans more toward a jazz-
inflected soul ballad, which reflects the musical trends of the late 1970s.
His phrasing is deliberate, giving the lyrics space to resonate, making the
song a thoughtful meditation rather than an outright anthem.

Thematic Analysis: Self-Love and Empowerment

At its core, "The Greatest Love of All" by George Benson is a celebration of
self-acceptance and inner confidence. The lyrics, penned by Linda Creed, who
wrote them during her battle with cancer, revolve around the concept that the
most important love to be cultivated is that which one has for oneself. This
theme was relatively progressive for its time, especially within the R&B
genre, which often focused on romantic love.

Benson’s interpretation brings a layer of sincerity and calm assurance to the
message. The song’s refrain—"Learning to love yourself, it is the greatest
love of all"—serves both as a personal mantra and a universal truth. It
challenges listeners to find strength from within, a sentiment that resonates
across generations.



Comparison with Whitney Houston’s Version

No discussion of "The Greatest Love of All" is complete without addressing
Whitney Houston’s 1985 cover, which propelled the song to global
superstardom. Houston’s version is more expansive, featuring powerful vocals
and a grander production style, aligning with the 1980s pop-soul aesthetic.

While Houston’s rendition became the definitive take for many, Benson’s
original offers a more understated and musically intricate experience.
Critics often praise Benson’s subtle vocal control and jazz nuances, which
are somewhat overshadowed by the dramatic intensity of Houston’s performance.

This contrast highlights how the same song can take on different emotional
textures depending on the artist’s approach and the era’s production trends.
Benson’s version remains a favorite among purists and jazz aficionados, while
Houston’s cover found broader commercial success.

Impact on George Benson’s Career

Although "The Greatest Love of All" did not become a major hit upon its
initial release, it contributed to George Benson’s evolving profile as an
artist capable of delivering both instrumental mastery and compelling vocal
performances. During the 1970s, Benson was transitioning from a primarily
jazz guitarist into a mainstream star, and this song exemplified his
crossover appeal.

His ability to interpret ballads with emotional depth without sacrificing his
jazz roots helped him maintain credibility in both realms. The song’s
enduring popularity, especially after Houston’s version, brought renewed
attention to Benson’s catalog, introducing his artistry to new audiences.

Pros and Cons of Benson’s Version in Retrospect

Pros:

Authentic jazz-soul fusion showcasing Benson’s musicianship

Emotional subtlety that complements the song’s introspective lyrics

High-quality production reflective of late 70s sophistication

Cons:



Less commercially impactful compared to later versions

Some listeners may find the arrangement subdued for a song with an
anthemic message

Limited mainstream radio play at the time of release

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Over four decades since its original release, "The Greatest Love of All" by
George Benson remains an essential piece in the puzzle of American music
history. It captures a moment when jazz, soul, and pop were converging, and
artists like Benson were pioneering a more fluid approach to genre
boundaries.

The song’s message of self-love has only grown more relevant in today’s
cultural landscape, where discussions around mental health and self-care have
taken center stage. Benson’s original recording serves as a reminder of the
song’s roots and the profound sensitivity that underpins its lyrics.

Moreover, the song’s continued presence in popular culture—through covers,
samples, and performances—attests to the timelessness of its themes. For
musicians and listeners alike, Benson’s version offers both a masterclass in
vocal jazz interpretation and a heartfelt narrative on personal empowerment.

In tracing the journey of "The Greatest Love of All" from George Benson’s
soulful original to a worldwide anthem, one gains insight into the evolving
nature of musical expression and the enduring power of a song that speaks to
the deepest human need: love, starting with oneself.

The Greatest Love Of All By George Benson

  the greatest love of all by george benson: The Greatest Love of All Whitney Houston, George
Benson, 1994-10-02 Alfred is pleased to present the sheet music for The Greatest Love of All
recorded by Whitney Houston and George Benson. This sheet music provides the song's lyrics along
with piano and chord arrangements.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Jet , 1977-08-25 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Next Level Ukulele David Shipway, Easy
play-along guide to understanding music, building confidence and learning to jam like a pro, with
over 100 audio play-along practice tracks If you play ukulele to a basic level but want to take your
playing skills to the next level by being able to hear, follow and understand the music and songs you

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/the-greatest-love-of-all-by-george-benson.pdf


play then this book is for you. With Next Level Ukulele you can: - Dramatically boost your confidence
when performing - Develop your music theory knowledge, rhythm and listening skills - Improve your
ability to play and remember songs - Transform your all round skills as a musician Does the world
really need another uke book? We think it does - you see, many experienced beginner/intermediate
ukulele players grow frustrated by their inability to understand and follow the music they play.
Instead of blindly following the chords on the page, they want to be able to ‘hear and feel’ the music
they play in the same way an experienced musician does! This is where Next Level Ukulele comes in
- simply follow the step-by-step method in this book (with over 100 play-along tracks included), and
see your musical skills improve dramatically. By focusing on really listening and learning to
recognise the sounds in the music you play - you can go beyond basic ukulele playing, and begin to
think, hear and feel like a real musician. Next Level Ukulele comes with over 100 play-along backing
tracks demonstrating most of the examples in the book. These are used to teach you to hear and
recognise all of the most common things you hear in the songs you play - chords, chord
progressions, keys and key changes, common rhythmic patterns and more. Playing along with these
‘live band feel’ backing tracks is also the perfect way to practice your uke playing at home and
become totally confident when you make music with others - whether it’s as a solo performer, in a
uke band or club, at open mic nights or impromptu sing-alongs and jam sessions. Next Level Ukulele
shows you how to: Learn to play ‘by ear’. This is how many musicians can work out and play songs
they’ve never even played before! Learn how to develop the skills you need to eventually be able to
do this Understand and recognise the common elements we see in the popular ukulele repertoire -
major and minor chords and keys, different rhythms and time signatures, ‘seventh’ chords, common
chord sequences, key changes, ‘borrowed’ chords and much more Recognise common song forms
and structures like the 12 bar blues, ‘IV’ chord chorus songs, and song based on simple repeating
chord patterns (makes it much easier to learn and remember songs you want to play) Learn to ‘feel
the rhythm’ and nail common rhythmic feels and strumming patterns - including swing rhythms,
shuffles, ‘train’ rhythms, waltz time and more Perfect if: - You want to improve your ukulele playing
skills, feel more confident when playing with other musicians, and simply enjoy your playing more -
You’d like to become one of those players who can hear songs and work them out simply by using
their ears! - You want to improve your ability to listen to and follow the music you play - You want to
learn some of the skills you need to jam with others (and feel comfortable and confident doing so!) -
You’d like to play music and songs on the spot ‘by ear’ instead of always following a chord sheet -
You want a deeper understanding of the music you play - You’d like to be able to recognise the
common chords, chord progressions, song forms and key changes used in the popular ukulele
repertoire Ready to see a dramatic boost in your ukulele and music skills? Then grab Next Level
Ukulele (with over 100 play-along practice tracks) and get started!
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Jet , 1977-10-13 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Making This Better Rosie Joseph, 2019-09-13 A
must read book for all those who find themselves broken hearted and lost after infidelity has entered
their lives; and for those who want to understand the impact of infidelity and how you can recover
from a first-hand source. When Rosie and her husband tried to reconcile the only way for Rosie to
keep her sanity was to write a journal. In this book she shares with you the journal entries that she
wrote over ten years ago with her reflections now, based on what she has learnt from the
experience. If you are in the place that Rosie found herself then this book may reflect your own
thoughts and feelings, whilst helping you to understand how you can overcome them and find
yourself again, whatever decision you make. This is a book that shows both the despair and hope
that people feel when trying to recover and repair after an affair.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Energy 4 Life Caroline Shola Arewa, 2010-06-16
Do you want more Energy and vitality in your life? One of the major health issues affecting people
today is lack of energy. Most people want enough energy and vitality to live life to the full. We don't
want to feel drained, exhausted and stressed out all the time. We are in need of regularly topped up,



high quality energy for optimum health and wellbeing. Energy 4 Life offers a health and conscious
living programme that activates your core energy. It works with the Chakras and Human Energy
System. This powerful energetic approach offers the skills needed to live a Healthy, Happy and
Successful life in the midst of a changing world. This is an uplifting and informative book that makes
balancing the demands of 21st century life manageable.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: From Abba to Zoom David Mansour, 2005-06
American pop culture aficionado Mansour offers this wide-ranging volume of Boomer and
Generation X treasures. In page after page, more than 3,000 references make this a true trip
through the Boom Times.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Portals William R. Miller, Lillian Kathleen Homer,
2016-10-06 Portals tells intertwining true life stories of adopting and being adopted as an older
child. Spanning forty years of development the saga is told both from the perspective of Lillian,
adopted at age nine, and of her adoptive father, each of them writing alternating chapters. Lillian
frankly relates the harrowing abuse and neglect of her early childhood as well as her turbulent
post-adoption adolescence including runaways, hospitalization, and leaving home at seventeen. Her
psychologist father, William Miller, offers an honest inside perspective on the challenges of
parenting a child through these turbulent years. Ultimately it is a redeeming tale of persistent love
and post-traumatic growth as the two streams of their lives flow together in adoption and then apart
again as Lillian nurtures a family of her own.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Jet , 1977-09-15 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Jet , 1977-09-22 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Jet , 1977-09-01 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Jet , 1977-10-27 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Billboard , 1977-10-29 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: A Woman's Secret Toyin Adon-Abel, 2010-12-08
Many 21st century women choose to bear children via anonymous sperm donation, but the
unforeseen consequences can be devastating! How many wedded couples really know to whom they
are married? In other words men and women are, or could be, inadvertently marrying persons that
they ordinarily wouldn't! THE QUESTION IS THEREFORE RAISED...ARE ALL SCIENTIFIC AND
MEDICAL ADVANCES MORALLY ACCEPTABLE? A WOMAN'S SECRET' IS A COMMERCIALLY
APPEALING FORAY INTO A VOLATILE THOUGHT PROVOKING SUBJECT. MARIE D.
BROWN..........LITERARY AGENT. UNIQUE AND WELL CONCEIVED! THE WRITER'S EDGE
REVIEW. .. I APPLAUD THE AUTHOR FOR TAKING ON COMPLEX THEMES: SPERM DONATION,
CONSANGUINITY AND EVEN SUICIDE. AN INVITING, FAST-PACED READ! TRACI
GREEN..........RADIO BLOG HOST.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: How to Value Your Sons Brian Apollo,
2017-05-05 They may not say it buy boys need to feel valued. So many boys are trained to be
thinkers, encouraged to be strong, and ambitious. Do not forget, they need to learn how to value
others and we must learn how to value our sons. This book will inspire you to accomplish this!
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Dangers to the Faith Al Kresta, 2013-05-28 A
storm has been brewing in society and its treatment, views, and activities toward the Catholic Faith.
Some are subtle, others are more brazen -- New Age thought, questionable spirituality, creedless
Christianity, relativism, scientific skepticism, the triumph of technology, and even the self-styled



spirituality of Oprah Winfrey. All these masquerade as truth, making it tough for the average
Catholic to know how to resist, let alone respond. No one is more qualified to pull back the curtain
on the challenges the Catholic Church faces today than Al Kresta, popular Catholic author, speaker,
and radio show host. A revert to Catholicism, Kresta is well known for his rigorous examination of
topics in art, religion, academia, and business. Dangers to the Faith: Recognizing Catholicism's 21st
Century Opponents is the perfect springboard for discussing the new world in which the Catholic
Church exists today. Learn how to better carry out the missionary mandate of the Church. The
question isn't whether you will be a witness to Christ, but whether you will be an effective witness.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Don’T Waste Your Mad Rodney Jenkins,
2014-01-31 Good communication, often said to be the key to every successful relationship, can be
challenging to master without the right tools. In his relationship empowerment guide, author Rodney
Jenkins offers a comprehensive road map that teaches couples how to speak openly to each other
about both the good and the bad, listen effectively, and focus on long-term relationship growth.
Jenkins relies on real-life scenarios as well as his own professional, personal, and
faithbasedexperiences to offer couples clear ground rules for communication, including
schedulingdaily conversations, introducing I messages, and engaging in active listening techniques
that help break down barriers and create intimacy. Through his proactive methods, Jenkins helps
couples learn how todeal with communication roadblocks; maintain good communication during
hardships; better understand a partner and the process of love; root a relationship in spirituality,
honesty, and friendship; and focus on the big picture. Dont Waste Your Mad provides couples with
the tools to build, strengthen, and maintain a strong relationship through effective communication
while growing together financially, spiritually, and emotionally.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Compared To What Sabin Prentis, 2019-05-01
Ever been lied on? Principal Elaine Robeson has. Now she is afraid those distortions of her character
will tarnish her years of selfless service. Her family, friends, and staff know her true spirit, but the
allegations and publicity have shrouded her soul with doubt.
  the greatest love of all by george benson: The Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits, 9th
Edition Joel Whitburn, 2010-10-05 The Essential Reference Guide to America’s Most Popular Songs
and Artists Spanning More than Fifty Years of Music Beginning with Bill Haley & His Comets’
seminal “Rock Around the Clock” all the way up to Lady Gaga and her glammed-out “Poker face,”
this updated and unparalleled resource contains the most complete chart information on every artist
and song to hit Billboard’s Top 40 pop singles chart all the way back to 1955. Inside, you’ll find all of
the biggest-selling, most-played hits for the past six decades. Each alphabetized artist entry includes
biographical info, the date their single reached the Top 40, the song’s highest position, and the
number of weeks on the charts, as well as the original record label and catalog number. Other
sections—such as “Record Holders,” “Top Artists by Decade,” and “#1 Singles 1955-2009”—make
The Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits the handiest and most indispensable music reference for record
collectors, trivia enthusiasts, industry professionals and pop music fans alike. Did you know? •
Beyoncé’s 2003 hit “Crazy in Love” spent 24 weeks in the Top 40 and eight of them in the #1 spot. •
Billy Idol has had a total of nine Top 40 hits over his career, the last being “Cradle of Love” in 1990.
• Of Madonna’s twelve #1 hits, her 1994 single “Take a Bow” held the spot the longest, for seven
weeks—one week longer than her 1984 smash “Like a Virgin.” • Marvin Gaye’s song “Sexual
Healing” spent 15 weeks at #3 in 1982, while the same song was #1 on the R&B chart for 10 weeks.
• Male vocal group Boyz II Men had three of the biggest chart hits of all time during the 1990s. •
The Grateful Dead finally enjoyed a Top 10 single in 1987 after 20 years of touring. • Janet Jackson
has scored an impressive 39 Top 40 hits—one more than her megastar brother Michael!
  the greatest love of all by george benson: Leonard Maltin's 2009 Movie Guide Leonard
Maltin, Luke Sader, Mike Clark, 2008 Offers readers a comprehensive reference to the world of film,
including more than ten thousand DVD titles, along with information on performers, ratings, running
times, plots, and helpful features.
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