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worksheet answers
The Evolution of the Horse in North America Worksheet Answers: A Detailed Exploration

the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers often serve as a fascinating
entry point into understanding how horses have transformed over millions of years on this continent.
For students and enthusiasts alike, these worksheet answers provide vital clues into the rich
paleontological history of horses, their adaptation mechanisms, and their eventual reintroduction to
the Americas. This article dives deep into the evolutionary journey of the horse in North America,
shedding light on key species, environmental changes, and the scientific insights that help decode
this story.

Tracing the Origins: Early Ancestors of the North
American Horse

When discussing the evolution of the horse in North America worksheet answers, it’s important to
start at the beginning—around 55 million years ago during the Eocene epoch. The earliest known
ancestor of the modern horse is *Eohippus*, also called *Hyracotherium*. This small, dog-sized
creature had multiple toes and teeth suited to browsing on soft leaves, quite different from today’s
horses.

Eohippus and the Dawn of Horse Evolution

- **Size and Features**: Eohippus was roughly the size of a fox, with four toes on the front feet and
three on the back. Its teeth were low-crowned, ideal for eating soft plants.
- **Habitat**: It thrived in the dense forests of ancient North America, a landscape teeming with lush
vegetation.
- **Significance**: Understanding Eohippus helps explain how horses began as forest dwellers before
adapting to open grasslands.

This stage is often highlighted in worksheets as the foundation for grasping how evolutionary
pressures shaped the horse’s anatomy and lifestyle over millions of years.

Major Evolutionary Changes Over Time

The story of the horse’s evolution is marked by several striking adaptations that reflect changes in
climate and habitat. Worksheets focusing on this topic often emphasize the transition from forest to
grassland habitats and the corresponding morphological changes.



From Multiple Toes to a Single Hoof

One of the most notable evolutionary trends was the reduction in the number of toes. Over time,
horses evolved from multi-toed ancestors like *Mesohippus* and *Merychippus* to the single-toed
*Equus*, the genus that includes all modern horses.

- **Why Fewer Toes?** A single, strong hoof provides better support and speed in open grasslands,
helping horses evade predators and travel longer distances.
- **Timeline**: This transition occurred gradually between 40 and 5 million years ago, coinciding with
the spread of grasslands in North America.

Dental Adaptations for Grazing

Early horses had teeth suited for browsing, but as grasslands expanded, their diets shifted to tougher
grasses that required high-crowned teeth.

- **Hypsodont Teeth**: These high-crowned teeth resist wear from abrasive grasses and silica.
- **Changing Diet**: This shift is crucial to understanding how horses adapted from forest browsers to
grassland grazers.

Extinction and Reintroduction: A Unique North
American Tale

While horses originated and evolved extensively in North America, they mysteriously went extinct on
the continent around 10,000 years ago, near the end of the Pleistocene epoch. This aspect is often a
challenging but intriguing part of the evolution of the horse in North America worksheet answers.

What Caused the Extinction?

Scientists debate the causes, but the leading theories include:

- **Climate Change**: The end of the Ice Age brought drastic environmental changes that affected
food availability.
- **Human Activity**: The arrival of humans may have contributed through hunting pressures.
- **Ecosystem Shifts**: Changes in predator-prey dynamics and vegetation.

The Horse’s Return to North America

Horses were reintroduced to North America by Spanish explorers in the late 15th and early 16th
centuries. The reintroduction had a profound impact on Native American cultures and ecosystems.

- **Wild Mustangs**: Descendants of escaped horses, these animals now roam freely across parts of



the western US.
- **Cultural Significance**: The horse revolutionized transportation, hunting, and warfare among
indigenous peoples.

Using the Evolution of the Horse in North America
Worksheet Answers Effectively

For students and educators, understanding the evolution of the horse through worksheets is more
than memorizing facts; it involves interpreting scientific evidence and connecting it to broader
ecological and evolutionary concepts.

Tips for Mastering the Worksheet

- **Focus on Key Species**: Familiarize yourself with important horse ancestors like *Eohippus*,
*Mesohippus*, *Merychippus*, and *Equus*.
- **Understand Environmental Context**: Note how climate changes influenced horse evolution.
- **Visual Aids**: Use diagrams showing changes in foot structure and teeth to grasp adaptations
visually.
- **Timeline Construction**: Create a timeline to place evolutionary milestones in chronological order.

Insights to Enhance Learning

- Recognizing how horses adapted to changing environments can help explain broader evolutionary
principles such as natural selection and adaptation.
- Comparing extinct species to modern horses reveals the continuity and dynamics of life on Earth.
- Exploring the horse’s extinction and reintroduction highlights human impacts on ecosystems, a
crucial topic in conservation biology.

Interpreting Fossil Evidence: The Backbone of
Worksheet Answers

The fossil record is the primary source of information about horse evolution in North America.
Worksheets often include questions about how paleontologists use fossils to reconstruct evolutionary
history.

Key Fossil Discoveries

- **Skull and Tooth Fossils**: Provide insights into diet and environment.
- **Limb Bones**: Reveal locomotion style and speed adaptations.
- **Trackways and Footprints**: Offer clues to behavior and movement.



Scientific Methods Behind the Answers

- **Radiometric Dating**: Determines the age of fossils and surrounding rocks.
- **Comparative Anatomy**: Compares fossilized bones with modern horses.
- **Stratigraphy**: Studies rock layers to understand the sequence of evolution.

Understanding these methods can help learners appreciate how scientists piece together the horse’s
evolutionary puzzle.

Connecting the Past to the Present: Why the Evolution
of the Horse Matters

Studying the evolution of the horse in North America worksheet answers opens a window not only into
the past but also into present-day biological and environmental challenges.

- **Biodiversity Lessons**: Horses exemplify how species adapt or perish amid environmental shifts.
- **Conservation Awareness**: The horse’s extinction and reintroduction underscore the importance
of protecting native species and habitats.
- **Cultural Impact**: The horse continues to hold significant cultural and economic roles worldwide.

By exploring these connections, students can gain a richer understanding of how evolutionary history
shapes the natural world we live in today.

---

In essence, the evolution of the horse in North America worksheet answers offers a compelling
narrative of adaptation, survival, and change. Whether through fossil records, environmental shifts, or
human interactions, the story of the horse is a testament to the dynamic forces that have shaped life
on this continent. Engaging deeply with these answers not only enhances academic knowledge but
also fosters a deeper appreciation for the intricate tapestry of life’s history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the horse's evolution in North
America?
The evolution of the horse in North America is significant because it shows how horses adapted over
millions of years from small, multi-toed forest dwellers to large, single-toed grassland runners,
illustrating evolutionary processes and environmental changes.

Which early ancestor of the modern horse lived in North
America?
Eohippus, also known as Hyracotherium, is an early ancestor of the modern horse that lived in North



America approximately 55 million years ago.

How did the horse's feet change during its evolution?
The horse's feet evolved from having multiple toes to a single, strong hoof, which helped improve
speed and efficiency for running on open grasslands.

Why did horses become extinct in North America before being
reintroduced?
Horses became extinct in North America around 10,000 years ago likely due to a combination of
climate change and overhunting by humans, before being reintroduced by Spanish explorers in the
15th century.

What environmental changes influenced the horse's evolution
in North America?
The transition from dense forests to open grasslands in North America influenced the horse's
evolution, favoring traits such as longer legs and stronger teeth for grazing.

How can worksheets about the evolution of the horse help
students?
Worksheets provide structured questions and answers that help students understand key concepts,
track evolutionary changes, and engage with the material in a focused way.

What key stages are typically covered in a horse evolution
worksheet?
Key stages include the early small multi-toed ancestors like Eohippus, the gradual increase in size,
reduction of toes, dental changes, and the eventual emergence of modern Equus species.

How do worksheet answers typically explain the horse's
dental evolution?
They explain that horse teeth evolved from simple, low-crowned teeth suitable for browsing to high-
crowned, complex teeth adapted for grazing on abrasive grasses.

Where can educators find reliable answers for the evolution of
the horse in North America worksheets?
Educators can find reliable answers from scientific textbooks, educational websites, paleontology
resources, and verified academic materials specializing in evolutionary biology and paleontology.



Additional Resources
The Evolution of the Horse in North America Worksheet Answers: An Analytical Review

the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers serve as a pivotal educational
tool to understand the complex history and biological transformation of Equidae on the continent.
These worksheets not only guide students through the timeline of equine development but also
illuminate the broader ecological and evolutionary principles at play. This article delves into the
intricacies behind these worksheet answers, examining the scientific context, pedagogical value, and
the broader implications of studying the horse’s evolution in North America.

Understanding the Evolution of the Horse in North
America

The horse’s evolutionary journey in North America is a story that spans millions of years, starting from
small, multi-toed ancestors to the modern single-toed Equus species familiar today. The evolution of
the horse in north america worksheet answers typically highlight key fossil records, morphological
changes, and environmental adaptations that shaped this progression.

Throughout the Cenozoic era, especially during the Eocene epoch around 55 million years ago, the
earliest known horse ancestors such as Hyracotherium (formerly known as Eohippus) existed. These
small, forest-dwelling creatures had multiple toes and teeth suited for browsing soft vegetation. Over
millions of years, as North America’s climate changed and open grasslands emerged, horses adapted
accordingly. Their limbs elongated, the number of toes reduced, and their teeth evolved to become
more effective at grazing abrasive grasses.

The worksheet answers often emphasize the timeline of these evolutionary milestones, providing
students with a chronological framework for understanding how environmental pressures drive
biological change. This comprehensive overview is crucial in grasping evolutionary theory in a
tangible, real-world context.

Key Species in the Horse Evolution Timeline

A critical component of the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers involves
identifying and differentiating among the major prehistoric horse genera:

Hyracotherium: The earliest known ancestor, small and multi-toed, lived about 55 million
years ago.

Mesohippus: Slightly larger with three toes, adapted to more open environments.

Merychippus: Exhibited further toe reduction and developed high-crowned teeth for grazing.

Pliohippus: Considered a direct ancestor of modern horses, predominantly single-toed and
adapted for speed.



Equus: The genus representing modern horses, zebras, and donkeys, appearing approximately
4 to 5 million years ago.

These evolutionary stages reflect the gradual shift from forest browsers to grassland grazers,
showcasing natural selection’s role in shaping morphology and behavior.

Analyzing the Educational Value of Worksheet Answers

The evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers are crafted to foster critical thinking
and understanding of evolutionary biology, paleontology, and environmental science. The answers
typically provide a scaffolded approach, guiding learners through fossil interpretation, comparative
anatomy, and ecosystem changes.

By integrating fossil evidence and anatomical comparisons, the worksheet answers encourage
students to analyze how structural adaptations—such as changes in limb length and
dentition—correlate with environmental pressures. This approach reinforces the concept that
evolution is a dynamic, evidence-based process rather than a static fact.

Moreover, these worksheets often include questions that prompt learners to consider the pros and
cons of different evolutionary adaptations. For example, the transition from multiple toes to a single
hoof increased speed and efficiency on open plains but reduced maneuverability in dense forests.
Such discussions deepen students’ understanding of evolutionary trade-offs and ecological niches.

Common Themes in Worksheet Answers

Several recurring themes emerge in the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers:

Adaptation to Environment: How climatic shifts from forested to grassland habitats1.
influenced physical changes.

Fossil Record Interpretation: Using fossil evidence to reconstruct evolutionary history.2.

Comparative Anatomy: Identifying structural changes in limbs and teeth over time.3.

Extinction and Recolonization: Understanding the disappearance of horses from North4.
America around 10,000 years ago and their reintroduction by Europeans.

Evolutionary Mechanisms: Natural selection, genetic drift, and speciation as drivers of5.
change.

These themes cultivate a comprehensive understanding that transcends rote memorization, fostering
analytical skills essential for scientific inquiry.



Scientific Context Behind the Evolution of Horses in
North America

The narrative of horse evolution in North America is supported by a robust scientific framework
derived from paleontology, geology, and comparative biology. Fossil discoveries across the
continent—from Wyoming’s White River Badlands to Nebraska’s Ashfall Fossil Beds—provide physical
evidence of transitional species and morphological changes.

One notable feature is the gradual reduction of digits from four or five down to one, corresponding to
the shift from forested environments to open grasslands. This digit reduction is accompanied by
elongation of limb bones, signifying an evolutionary emphasis on speed and endurance, likely a
response to predator-prey dynamics.

The evolution of dental morphology is equally crucial. Early horses possessed low-crowned teeth
suitable for browsing leaves, but as grasses became dominant, horses developed high-crowned,
durable teeth adapted to abrasive diets. This dental adaptation illustrates the intricate relationship
between diet and evolutionary change.

Additionally, the extinction of native horses in North America approximately 10,000 years ago,
coinciding with the Pleistocene megafaunal extinctions, is a subject often discussed in worksheet
answers. Theories range from climate change to human hunting pressures, highlighting the complex
interplay between biology and environment.

The Role of Evolutionary Biology in Modern Education

Integrating the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers into curricula exemplifies
how evolutionary biology can be made accessible and relevant. By focusing on a well-documented
and iconic species, educators can demystify abstract concepts such as natural selection, adaptation,
and speciation.

Moreover, these worksheets often prompt learners to draw connections between past and
present—understanding how extinct species inform current biodiversity and conservation efforts. The
horse’s story is a testament to the power of environmental change in shaping life, a lesson applicable
beyond the classroom.

Challenges and Limitations in Teaching Horse Evolution

While the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers provide invaluable insights,
certain challenges persist in their implementation:

Complex Terminology: Scientific names and concepts may overwhelm some students without
adequate background.

Misconceptions About Linear Evolution: Worksheets must clarify that evolution is not a



straight line but a branching tree with many dead ends.

Limited Fossil Context: Without visual aids or hands-on fossil examination, understanding
morphological changes can be abstract.

Cultural Relevance: Some learners may find it difficult to connect with prehistoric content
unless related to modern contexts.

Addressing these limitations requires thoughtful instructional design and supplemental resources to
enhance comprehension.

Effective Strategies for Educators

To optimize the educational impact of the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers,
educators might employ:

Interactive Timelines: Visualizing evolutionary stages helps contextualize changes over1.
millions of years.

Comparative Anatomy Models: Hands-on activities with replicas or diagrams aid2.
understanding of morphological features.

Multimedia Resources: Videos and animations depicting horse evolution can engage diverse3.
learning styles.

Discussion of Evolutionary Concepts: Clarifying misconceptions about natural selection and4.
evolution’s non-linear nature.

Such strategies ensure that the worksheet answers serve as a foundation rather than an endpoint in
learning.

The evolution of horses in North America is a rich subject that intertwines paleontology, ecology, and
evolutionary biology. The worksheet answers designed around this topic encapsulate complex
scientific principles in an approachable format, guiding learners through an evolutionary saga that
stretches back millions of years. Through carefully crafted questions and detailed explanations, these
educational materials illuminate the dynamic processes that have shaped one of the continent’s most
iconic mammals, fostering a deeper appreciation for the interconnectedness of life and the forces that
drive change.

The Evolution Of The Horse In North America Worksheet

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/the-evolution-of-the-horse-in-north-america-worksheet-answers.pdf


Answers

  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Backpacker , 2001-03
Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go
more places and enjoy nature more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the
world's first GPS-enabled magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking
trails, camping gear, and survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an
industry honor recognizing design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard
against which all other outdoor-industry awards are measured.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Backpacker , 2004-03
Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go
more places and enjoy nature more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the
world's first GPS-enabled magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking
trails, camping gear, and survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an
industry honor recognizing design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard
against which all other outdoor-industry awards are measured.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Bibliography of
Agriculture with Subject Index , 1980-10
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Forthcoming Books Rose
Arny, 1990
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: The Evolution of the
Horse in America Henry Fairchild Osborn, American Museum of Natural History, 1904*
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Equus Rising Julia
Soplop, 2020-06-15 Weapon. Legend. Energy source. Shaper of cultures. Center of controversy.
Throughout U.S. history, the horse has served as one of the most powerful influences on the
country's development. Beginning 55 million years ago with the evolution of the horse across the
Great Plains, this story charts its extinction in North America, its reintroduction to the continent by
the Spanish, and eventually, its profoundly consequential acquisition by the native peoples of the
plains. From there, the story tracks the horse's incredible contributions-through warring and racing
and hauling, through companionship and servitude and strength-across the broad arc of the
country's next 300 years. Soplop employs the horse as a narrative thread not only to bind seemingly
disparate events, but also to allow for the inclusion of figures often written out of traditional
histories: women and minorities. Through a modern lens, she skillfully weaves together science,
literature, and policy to trace the fascinating account of how one animal shaped the nation.
Captivating illustrations by Montana artist Robert Spannring, interspersed with Soplop's stunning
photography, add further depth. This book is for anyone interested in exploring an unconventional
perspective on history-no horse knowledge required.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Revision Of The
Miocene And Pliocene Equidae Of North America James Williams Gidley, 2023-07-18 James
Williams Gidley's groundbreaking revision of the Miocene and Pliocene equidae of North America is
an essential resource for anyone interested in the evolution and history of horses on this continent.
With detailed descriptions, illustrations, and analysis of these ancient horse species, this book offers
a comprehensive and fascinating look at an important chapter in our natural history. This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/the-evolution-of-the-horse-in-north-america-worksheet-answers.pdf


  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Examining Evolutionary
Trends in Equus and its Close Relatives from Five Continents Raymond Louis Bernor, Gina Marie
Semprebon, Florent Rivals, Leonardo Santos Avilla, Eric Scott, 2020-03-12 Evolution of the horse
has been an often-cited primary example of evolution, as well as one of the classic and important
stories in paleontology for over a century and a half, due to their rich fossil record across 5
continents: North America, South America, Europe, Asia and Africa. The recent horse has served a
profound role in human ancestry, including agriculture, commerce, sport, transport, warfare, and in
prehistory, for the subsistence of humans. Many studies have examined the evolution of the Equidae
and chronicled the striking changes in skulls, dentition, limbs, and body size which have long been
perceived to be a response to environmental shifts through time. Most comprehensive studies
heretofore have: (1) focused on the “Great Transformation”- changes that occurred in the early
Miocene, (2) involved tracking long-term diversity or paleoecological trends on a single continent or
within a geographical locality, or (3) concentrated on the 3-toed hipparions. The Plio–Pleistocene
evolutionary stage of horse evolution is punctuated by the great climatic fluctuations of the
Quaternary beginning 2.6 Ma which influenced Equus evolution, biogeographic dispersion and
adaptation on a nearly global scale. The evolutionary biology of Equus evolution across its entire
range remains relatively poorly understood and often highly controversial. Some of this lack of
understanding is due to assumptions that have arisen because of the relatively derived craniodental
and postcranial anatomy of Equus and its close relatives which has seemed to imply that that these
forms occupied relatively homogenous and narrow dietary and locomotor niches - notions that have
not been adequately addressed and rigorously tested. Other challenges have revolved around
teasing apart environmentally-driven adaptation versus phylogenetically defined morphological
change. Geochronologic age control of localities, geographic provinces and continents has improved,
but in no way is absolute and can be reexamined in our proposed volume. Temporal resolution for
paleodietary, paleohabitat and paleoecological interpretations are also challenging for
understanding the evolution of Equus. Our proposed volume attempts to assemble a group of experts
who will address multiple dimensions of Equus’ evolution in time and space.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: The Horse of America
in His Derivation, History, and Development John Hankins Wallace, 2025-03-29 Delve into the
rich history of American horses with John H. Wallace's The Horse of America in his Derivation,
History, and Development. This meticulously prepared republication offers a comprehensive look at
horse breeding and animal husbandry practices in the United States. Discover the lineage and
evolution of American horses, tracing their development through detailed historical accounts.
Wallace's work provides invaluable insights into the derivation of various breeds and their
significance in American history. A must-read for anyone interested in horse history, American
agriculture, and the vital role horses played in the growth of the United States. Explore the nuances
of horse breeding and gain a deeper understanding of these magnificent animals and their enduring
legacy. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: After Columbus Herman
J. Viola, 1992 Discusses the reintroduction of the horse by Columbus, after its having been extinct in
North America for 8500 years, and how that animal changed forever the lives of North Americans.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Mysterious Horses of
Western North America William Albert Berg, 2010-08 William A. Berg discusses the origin of the
horses (particularly the Appaloosas and Pintos) of the northern plains tribes, with particular
emphasis on the careful breeding and horse raising of the Nez Perc. This is an enlightening theory



that intertwines the stories of several significant historical figures, from Captain Bonneville to Lewis
and Clark.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: The Horse's Return to
America Herman J. Viola, 1992 Discusses the reintroduction of the horse by Columbus, after its
having been extinct in North America for 8500 years, and how that animal changed forever the lives
of North Americans.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Mysterious Horses of
Western North America William Arthur Berg, 1960
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: The Horse of America
in His Derivation, History and Development John Hankins Wallace, 2015-10-25 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true
to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Horse's Return to
America Herman J. Viola, 1992-12-01 Discusses the reintroduction of the horse by Columbus, after
its having been extinct in North America for 8500 years, and how that animal changed forever the
lives of North Americans.
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: HORSE OF AMERICA IN
HIS DERIVATION, HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT JOHN HANKINS. WALLACE, 2018
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Horses in North
America Sarah Jane Brian, 20??
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: The Horse in America
in His Derivation, History, & Development John H. Wallace, 1973-09-01
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Frank Forester's Horse
and Horsemanship of the United States and British Provinces of North America Henry
William Herbert, 1857
  the evolution of the horse in north america worksheet answers: Galloping Across the
U.S.A. Martin W. Sandler, 2003-07-03 Galloping Across America shows how Mustangs, Arabians,
Palominos, Morgans, and other kinds of horses played a central role in the development of the
United States as a nation. From transportation within cities -- the omnibus, fire wagons, delivery of
goods -- to mail delivery from coast to coast to tilling soil and herding cattle, Martin Sandler shows
how essential the horse was for the survival of four million citizens stretched across 800,000 square
miles. As roads improved, stagecoaches became popular for crossing the country. Covered wagons
delivered pioneers into the western regions for homesteading. And Native American culture changed
significantly as wealth and social standing within tribes began to be measured by the number of
horses each man owned. Galloping Across America is a fascinating look at the horse-powered
development of America up through the rodeos and mounted police of today. Filled with the spirit of
adventure, competition, and restlessness central to the American character, the Transportation in
America series reveals how the horse, trolley, ship, railroad, automobile, and airplane transformed
the country. Each volume is richly illustrated with photographs, paintings, drawings, posters,
timetables, sheet music covers, and original documents -- many of which have never been published
before -- and includes fascinating sidebars on the colorful characters and technology behind the
transport.
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