
the calling of dan matthews
The Calling of Dan Matthews: Exploring a Classic Tale of Transformation and
Justice

the calling of dan matthews is a captivating story that has intrigued readers
and film enthusiasts alike for decades. Originating as a novel by Harold Bell
Wright, this narrative delves deep into themes of redemption, social justice,
and personal transformation. But what exactly makes the calling of Dan
Matthews such a compelling tale? Let’s take a closer look at the story’s
origins, its central themes, and its lasting impact on literature and cinema.

The Origins of The Calling of Dan Matthews

The calling of Dan Matthews began as a novel published in the early 20th
century by Harold Bell Wright, an author known for his inspirational and
moralistic storytelling. Wright’s works often spotlight everyday heroes who
confront societal issues, and Dan Matthews is no exception. The novel was
embraced by readers for its heartfelt portrayal of a man’s journey from
complacency to activism.

Harold Bell Wright and His Influence

Harold Bell Wright was a bestselling author in his time, and his writing
style was accessible yet profound. His focus on moral dilemmas and social
reform made his stories resonate with a broad audience. The calling of Dan
Matthews carries Wright’s signature approach—blending entertainment with a
meaningful message, encouraging readers to reflect on their own roles in
society.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The story’s popularity led to several film adaptations, notably during the
1930s and 1940s. These adaptations brought the calling of Dan Matthews to
life on screen, introducing its themes to new audiences and solidifying its
place in American cultural history. Each version added unique
interpretations, demonstrating the story’s flexibility and timeless message.

Understanding the Core Themes of The Calling of



Dan Matthews

At its heart, the calling of Dan Matthews is more than just a tale about one
man—it’s a reflection on the power of personal conviction and the pursuit of
justice. The story encapsulates several critical themes that are still
relevant today.

Transformation and Redemption

One of the most compelling aspects of Dan Matthews’s journey is his
transformation from an indifferent bystander to an impassioned advocate for
change. This theme of redemption highlights the idea that it’s never too late
to change your path and make a difference. The character’s evolution
encourages readers to consider their own potential for growth and
contribution to their communities.

Social Justice and Responsibility

The calling of Dan Matthews also addresses social injustice head-on. The
narrative is woven with instances where the protagonist confronts corruption,
inequality, and moral decay within his community. This emphasis on social
responsibility resonates strongly, especially in today’s world where activism
and advocacy are increasingly vital.

The Power of Courage and Integrity

Dan Matthews’s story illustrates that standing up for what is right often
requires courage and integrity. His unwavering commitment in the face of
opposition serves as an inspiring reminder that true leadership involves
sacrifice and resilience.

The Narrative Arc: A Deep Dive into Dan
Matthews’s Journey

To truly appreciate the calling of Dan Matthews, it’s helpful to examine the
storyline and character development in detail.

From Comfort to Conflict

At the story’s outset, Dan Matthews lives a relatively comfortable and



uninvolved life. However, circumstances soon challenge his complacency,
thrusting him into conflict with powerful interests. This shift from comfort
to conflict is a crucial turning point that propels the narrative forward.

Confronting Corruption and Injustice

As Dan becomes more entangled in the social issues around him, he takes on
corrupt officials and unethical practices. His relentless pursuit of truth
and fairness underlines the story’s message about the importance of civic
engagement and moral courage.

Resolution and Legacy

The conclusion of the calling of Dan Matthews ties together the themes of
hope and renewal. Although the protagonist faces numerous obstacles, his
efforts lead to meaningful change, leaving a lasting legacy. This resolution
reinforces the idea that individual actions can ripple outward to shape a
better society.

Why The Calling of Dan Matthews Still Matters
Today

Despite being written nearly a century ago, the calling of Dan Matthews
remains relevant, offering valuable lessons for modern readers and viewers.

Timeless Lessons in Leadership

Dan Matthews exemplifies qualities of effective leadership—empathy,
determination, and ethical conviction. These traits are as essential now as
ever, whether in politics, community activism, or personal relationships.

Inspiration for Social Activism

In an era marked by social challenges, the story encourages individuals to
stand up against injustice and work toward positive change. Its portrayal of
grassroots activism and moral fortitude serves as a blueprint for those
seeking to make an impact.



Reflection on Personal Responsibility

The calling of Dan Matthews invites readers to reflect on their own roles
within society. It suggests that everyone, regardless of background or
status, has the capacity to contribute meaningfully to the common good.

Exploring the Different Adaptations of The
Calling of Dan Matthews

Over the years, the story has been adapted multiple times, each iteration
bringing fresh perspectives and artistic interpretations.

Early Film Versions

The 1930s saw the first cinematic versions of the calling of Dan Matthews,
capturing the spirit of the novel while translating it for the silver screen.
These early films emphasized the moral and social themes central to the
story, often highlighting the era’s concerns about corruption and reform.

Modern Interpretations

More recent adaptations have explored the narrative through contemporary
lenses, sometimes updating the setting or focusing on different character
dynamics. These versions demonstrate the story’s flexibility and enduring
appeal.

Literary and Cultural Significance

Beyond film, the calling of Dan Matthews continues to be a subject of
literary study and cultural discussion. Its exploration of ethics, identity,
and social change makes it a valuable resource for educators and readers
interested in American literature and history.

How The Calling of Dan Matthews Inspires
Personal Growth

Many readers find in Dan Matthews’s story a source of motivation for their
own journeys.



Embracing Change

Dan’s transformation encourages embracing change as an opportunity for growth
rather than a threat. This mindset is crucial in navigating today’s fast-
evolving social and professional landscapes.

Fostering Empathy and Understanding

The story’s focus on social issues fosters empathy for others and a deeper
understanding of community challenges. Cultivating these qualities can
enhance interpersonal relationships and civic participation.

Encouraging Active Participation

Finally, the calling of Dan Matthews serves as a call to action, reminding us
that meaningful change often begins with individual initiative. Whether
through volunteering, advocacy, or leadership, the story underscores the
importance of getting involved.

The calling of Dan Matthews stands as a timeless narrative that continues to
inspire readers and audiences with its powerful message of courage, justice,
and transformation. Whether encountered through its original novel form or
one of its many adaptations, the story invites us all to consider our own
callings—and the ways we can answer them in pursuit of a better world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Calling of Dan Matthews' about?
'The Calling of Dan Matthews' is a novel that follows the story of Dan
Matthews, a young man drawn into political and social challenges as he
navigates his career and personal beliefs.

Who is the author of 'The Calling of Dan Matthews'?
The book was written by Harold Bell Wright, a popular American author known
for his inspirational novels.

When was 'The Calling of Dan Matthews' published?
The novel was first published in 1909.



What genre does 'The Calling of Dan Matthews' belong
to?
It is primarily a political and social drama with elements of romance and
personal growth.

Are there any film adaptations of 'The Calling of
Dan Matthews'?
Yes, 'The Calling of Dan Matthews' was adapted into a film in 1935, directed
by Phil Rosen.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Calling of
Dan Matthews'?
The novel explores themes such as political idealism, social justice,
corruption, and personal integrity.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Calling of Dan
Matthews'?
The protagonist is Dan Matthews, a young and idealistic man who becomes
involved in politics.

How was 'The Calling of Dan Matthews' received by
contemporary audiences?
At the time of its release, the novel was well-received for its engaging
story and moral messages, contributing to Harold Bell Wright's popularity.

What impact did 'The Calling of Dan Matthews' have
on American literature?
The novel contributed to early 20th-century American literature by addressing
social issues and inspiring readers through its portrayal of idealism and
reform.

Where can I find a copy of 'The Calling of Dan
Matthews'?
You can find the book in libraries, bookstores, and online platforms such as
Project Gutenberg and Amazon in both physical and digital formats.



Additional Resources
The Calling of Dan Matthews: An In-Depth Exploration of Clarence Budington
Kelland’s Classic Novel

the calling of dan matthews stands as a notable work in early 20th-century
American literature, offering a compelling blend of political intrigue,
personal transformation, and societal critique. Written by Clarence Budington
Kelland, this novel has garnered attention for its vivid portrayal of an
idealistic protagonist navigating the complex world of politics and social
reform. In this article, we undertake a thorough examination of the themes,
narrative structure, and cultural significance of The Calling of Dan
Matthews, while also considering its place within the broader context of
American political novels.

Examining the Narrative and Themes of The
Calling of Dan Matthews

At its core, The Calling of Dan Matthews tells the story of Dan Matthews, a
young man propelled by a strong sense of justice and duty to confront
corruption and moral decay within his community. This calling is not merely a
personal journey but a reflection of wider societal challenges during the era
in which Kelland wrote. The novel encapsulates the tensions between idealism
and pragmatism, a recurring motif that resonates with readers interested in
political dramas and character-driven stories.

Dan Matthews’s evolution from a naive newcomer to a determined reformer
provides a nuanced exploration of leadership and integrity. The novel’s
narrative arc is compelling because it balances action with introspection,
allowing readers to engage with the protagonist’s internal conflicts
alongside external obstacles. The portrayal of political machines and the
fight against entrenched corruption offers a window into early 20th-century
American political dynamics, making the book a valuable resource for
understanding historical political narratives.

The Role of Political Idealism and Reform

One of the most significant aspects of The Calling of Dan Matthews is its
focus on political idealism. Dan embodies the archetype of the reform-minded
politician who challenges the status quo. His commitment to honesty and
public service is set against a backdrop of widespread political cynicism,
creating dramatic tension throughout the novel.

This theme is particularly relevant when considering the historical context
of the 1920s and 1930s—the period marked by political upheaval, rampant
corruption, and the rise of reform movements in the United States. Kelland’s



portrayal of these issues through Dan’s journey offers readers insights into
the complexities of governance and the sacrifices required for meaningful
change.

Character Development and Interpersonal Dynamics

Beyond its political narrative, The Calling of Dan Matthews delves deeply
into character relationships and personal growth. Dan’s interactions with
family, friends, and adversaries enrich the story, highlighting the
multifaceted nature of human motivations and alliances.

The novel skillfully explores how personal values intersect with public
responsibilities. Relationships in the story often serve as mirrors to Dan’s
evolving worldview, providing emotional depth and realism. This character-
driven approach enhances the novel’s appeal to readers who appreciate stories
where political drama is intertwined with compelling personal stakes.

Literary Style and Structural Features

Clarence Budington Kelland’s writing style in The Calling of Dan Matthews is
marked by clear prose, dynamic pacing, and effective dialogue. The narrative
unfolds in a manner that maintains reader engagement through suspense and
well-timed revelations.

Kelland’s ability to balance descriptive passages with action sequences
enables the novel to appeal to a broad audience. The use of first-person
perspective at times allows for intimate access to Dan’s thoughts, while
third-person sections provide broader social commentary. This structural
choice enriches the storytelling, offering multiple angles from which to
understand the protagonist’s challenges.

Comparisons to Contemporary Political Novels

When placed alongside other political novels of its time, The Calling of Dan
Matthews holds a distinctive place. Unlike more cynical or satirical works
that emphasize the futility of reform, Kelland’s novel adopts a more
optimistic tone, suggesting that individual courage and ethical commitment
can effect change.

In comparison to later political novels such as Sinclair Lewis’s It Can’t
Happen Here or Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, The Calling of Dan Matthews
focuses less on systemic critique and more on personal responsibility. This
focus provides an interesting contrast that enriches the genre and offers
readers a variety of perspectives on political engagement.



Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The cultural footprint of The Calling of Dan Matthews extends beyond
literature. The novel was adapted into films during the early 20th century,
indicating its popularity and relevance. These adaptations helped to
disseminate the story’s themes to wider audiences, reinforcing the archetype
of the principled reformer in American popular culture.

Though not as widely discussed today, the novel’s legacy persists in its
influence on political storytelling, particularly in media that centers
around the challenges of governance and public service. The archetype
represented by Dan Matthews has echoed in numerous fictional portrayals of
politicians who grapple with ethical dilemmas, underscoring the novel’s
lasting significance.

Strengths and Limitations of The Calling of Dan
Matthews

Strengths: The novel’s clear moral vision and engaging character
development make it accessible and inspiring. Its portrayal of political
reform remains relevant for readers interested in civic responsibility
and leadership.

Limitations: Some modern readers may find the narrative somewhat
idealistic or dated in its treatment of political issues. The novel’s
focus on individual heroism can overshadow systemic critiques, which are
more prominent in contemporary political literature.

Despite these limitations, The Calling of Dan Matthews continues to offer
valuable insights into American political culture and the enduring allure of
reformist narratives.

The Calling of Dan Matthews thus occupies an important niche within political
fiction, blending idealism with realism in a manner that encourages
reflection on the nature of public service. Its narrative invites readers to
consider the complexities of political engagement, the moral challenges faced
by leaders, and the impact of personal conviction on societal change. As
political novels continue to evolve, Kelland’s work remains a noteworthy
point of reference for understanding earlier portrayals of the political
calling.
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novel explores the tumultuous journey of Dan Matthews, a young man grappling with his divine
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societal values. Harold Bell Wright, an influential author of his time, drew upon his own experiences
as a preacher and a seeker of truth to create this poignant narrative. His personal struggles with
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American literary culture and his dedication to addressing spiritual dilemmas in everyday life. This
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human spirit's quest for meaning. The Calling of Dan Matthews is not just a story; it is a heartfelt
exploration of the intersections between faith, duty, and the essence of self-discovery. Wright's
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  the calling of dan matthews: The Calling of Dan Matthews Harold Bell Wright, 1909 In this
sequel to Wright's best-selling Shepherd of the Hills, also published by Pelican, Dan Matthews, son
of Sammy and Young Matt, becomes the new minister of the Midwestern town of Corinth. The
peaceful town is turned askew when the town's new nurse, the minister's romantic interest, comes
to the aid of an outcast woman after her suicide attempt. Dan battles his conscience about whether
to be the spiritual puppet of the church elders or to prescribe a dose of heavy ministry to his ailing
congregation. The Calling of Dan Matthews is a timeless story based on the principle of neighborly
kindness and community fellowship. First published in 1909, it depicts life in small-town America
through the eyes of a rural minister. Its themes remain socially relevant today for readers from rural
and urban upbringings.
  the calling of dan matthews: The Calliing of Dan Matthews Harold Bell Wright, 1994 This is a
story about a young man's journey into manhood and the discovery of his true calling in life.
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  the calling of dan matthews: The Calling of Dan Matthews - Primary Source Edition
Harold Bell Wright, 2013-09 This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may
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that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe
this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into
print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We
appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy
this valuable book.
  the calling of dan matthews: A Higher Call Harold Bell Wright, 1990-01-01 Harold Bell
Wright’s timeless tale of a young minister and his wayward flock—in a new edition edited by an
acclaimed Christian author. First published in 1909, The Calling of Dan Matthews tells the story of a
young minister’s coming of age and the challenges he faces as he doggedly seeks to answer God’s
call. Growing up in the Ozark Mountains, Dan Matthews is deeply devoted to his faith. But when he
accepts a post in the Midwestern town of Corinth, he discovers a parish mired in resentment,
politics, and hidden agendas. While some troubles stem from well-intentioned but misguided



individuals, others are caused by selfish and evil motives. Is it any wonder that the town’s beautiful
young nurse has no desire to join such a church? Now more than ever, Dan must trust in God’s
wisdom and grace as he seeks to lead in the spirit of true loving kindness. A Higher Call is a
compelling drama that challenges readers to think critically about the modern church.
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strong impulse or
Calling Definition & Meaning - YourDictionary Calling definition: An inner urge or a strong
impulse, especially one believed to be divinely inspired
calling - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   Improving the workings of the businesses they take
over is just as core to their calling, if not more so. Much of their pleading is public-relations bluster
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