sense of place in literature

Sense of Place in Literature: Exploring How Setting Shapes Storytelling

sense of place in literature is a fascinating and vital aspect of
storytelling that often goes beyond just describing a backdrop. It’s about
creating an immersive world, one that readers can feel, smell, and almost
walk through, enriching the narrative and deepening emotional connections.
When authors master this element, their stories resonate more powerfully,
transporting readers to unique environments that influence characters,
themes, and plot development.

Understanding the sense of place in literature helps us appreciate how
setting functions not merely as a physical location but as a living,
breathing component of the story. It can evoke mood, symbolize ideas, and
even act as a character in its own right. Let’s dive into how writers craft
this sense of place, why it matters, and how it shapes our literary
experiences.

What Does Sense of Place Mean in Literature?

At its core, the sense of place refers to the vivid depiction of a location’s
physical, social, and cultural environment within a narrative. It’'s the
feeling or atmosphere that a particular setting conveys, including its
history, geography, and emotional resonance. Unlike a simple setting, which
might just state “the story takes place in Paris,” a strong sense of place
immerses readers in the sights, sounds, smells, and rhythms of Parisian life.

This concept is often intertwined with themes of identity, belonging, and
memory. For example, a story set in a small coastal town might highlight its
isolation or community closeness, influencing the characters' interactions
and inner struggles. The sense of place can ground a story in reality or
create a fantastical world that feels believable and rich.

The Role of Sense of Place in Storytelling

A well-established sense of place does several things for a narrative:

- **Enhances immersion:** Readers feel transported to the story’s location,
making the experience more engaging.

- **Shapes characterization:** Characters are often products of their
environment; their behaviors, beliefs, and choices can reflect the place they
inhabit.

- **Influences plot:** Setting can create conflicts or opportunities, such as
harsh climates challenging survival or urban environments fostering



anonymity.
- **Sets tone and mood:** The atmosphere of a place can evoke feelings like
nostalgia, tension, or tranquility.

Techniques Writers Use to Create a Sense of
Place

Crafting a compelling sense of place requires attention to detail and a blend
of sensory descriptions, cultural context, and emotional layering. Here are
some methods authors commonly use:

1. Sensory Details

Engaging all five senses helps readers experience the environment fully.
Descriptions of the rustling of leaves, the scent of rain on pavement, or the
taste of local cuisine bring a place to life. Instead of generic phrases,
specific sensory imagery makes the setting tangible.

2. Historical and Cultural Context

Incorporating the history, traditions, and social norms of a location adds
depth. This might involve mentioning local festivals, architectural styles,
or social dynamics, which enrich the narrative and provide authenticity.

3. Symbolism and Metaphor

Sometimes, a place represents more than itself. A dilapidated house might
symbolize decay or lost dreams, while a vast desert could represent isolation
or freedom. These layers invite readers to interpret the setting on multiple
levels.

4. Character Interaction with Place

Showing how characters relate to their environment—whether they feel at home,
alienated, or nostalgic—helps convey the emotional weight of the setting.
This connection often reveals character motivations and internal conflicts.



5. Dynamic Settings

Settings can evolve alongside the story. Changing seasons, urban development,
or war-torn landscapes reflect the narrative’s progression and affect the
characters’ journeys.

Examples of Sense of Place in Literature

Many classic and contemporary works showcase how a strong sense of place
enriches storytelling.

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

The moody, windswept Yorkshire moors are almost a character themselves,
embodying the wildness and passion of the story’s protagonists. The
landscape’s harshness mirrors the tumultuous relationships and emotional
intensity.

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama, is portrayed with vivid small-town
charm and deep-seated racial tensions. The setting shapes the characters’
worldviews and highlights the social issues at the heart of the novel.

One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez

Macondo, the magical town, blends reality with fantasy, capturing the
cyclical nature of history and fate. The sense of place here is crucial in
establishing the novel’s magical realism.

Why Sense of Place Is Important for Readers and
Writers

For readers, a compelling sense of place enhances empathy and understanding.
It allows them to step into lives and cultures different from their own,
fostering connection and broadening perspectives. A richly imagined setting
can linger in the reader’s mind long after the story ends.



For writers, investing in creating a strong sense of place can elevate their
narratives, making them more memorable and impactful. It encourages deeper
world-building and adds layers of meaning. Whether writing fiction, poetry,
or creative nonfiction, grounding the work in a vivid environment helps
anchor abstract ideas in concrete experience.

Tips for Writers to Develop Sense of Place

e Research Thoroughly: Understand the geography, history, and culture of
your chosen setting.

* Use Specific Details: Avoid clichés by including unique, precise
elements that bring the place alive.

e Incorporate Local Language: Dialects, slang, or native terms add
authenticity.

e Show, Don’t Tell: Instead of stating facts, reveal the setting through
character experiences and sensory descriptions.

* Reflect Characters’ Perspectives: Different characters may perceive the
same place differently, adding complexity.

Sense of Place and Its Connection to Themes

Often, the setting in literature is not just a backdrop but a thematic
element that reinforces the story’s message. For example, themes of exile and
belonging frequently rely on how characters relate to their environment.
Similarly, urban versus rural settings can highlight contrasts between
progress and tradition, anonymity and community.

In environmental literature, sense of place emphasizes humans’ relationship
with nature, often advocating for preservation or critiquing exploitation.
This adds a layer of social commentary that enriches the narrative.

Place as Identity

Many works explore how place shapes identity, both individual and collective.
A character’s hometown might symbolize their roots, heritage, or limitations.
This is particularly evident in immigrant literature, where the tension
between homeland and new land creates rich narrative dynamics.



Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Sense of
Place in Literature

The sense of place in literature serves as a vital thread weaving together
story, character, and theme. It transforms mere description into a living
environment that influences everything within it. Whether through the
haunting moors of a Gothic novel or the bustling streets of a modern city,
place grounds stories in reality and imagination alike.

Exploring how authors create this immersive sense of place not only enhances
our reading experience but also inspires writers to deepen their own
storytelling craft. The next time you dive into a novel, pay close attention
to how the setting shapes the story-it might just change the way you connect
with the narrative forever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'sense of place' mean in literature?

In literature, 'sense of place' refers to the vivid portrayal of a setting
that evokes the physical, cultural, and emotional aspects of a location,
making it feel real and significant to the reader.

Why is 'sense of place' important in storytelling?

A strong sense of place grounds the narrative, enhances mood and atmosphere,
shapes characters' identities, and can drive the plot by influencing events
and actions within the story.

How do authors create a strong sense of place?

Authors create a strong sense of place through detailed descriptions of the
environment, sensory imagery, cultural and historical context, and by showing
how characters interact with their surroundings.

Can 'sense of place' influence the themes in
literature?

Yes, the sense of place often reinforces themes such as belonging, identity,
conflict between tradition and change, or the impact of environment on human
behavior and relationships.

What are some examples of literature with a powerful



sense of place?

Examples include Willa Cather's "My Antonia" which evokes the Nebraska
prairie, James Joyce's "Ulysses" with its detailed depiction of Dublin, and
Toni Morrison's works that portray the African American experience in
specific locales.

How does 'sense of place' differ from setting in
literature?

While 'setting' refers simply to the time and location where a story occurs,
‘sense of place' encompasses the deeper emotional and cultural significance
of that location, making it an integral part of the narrative.

How has the concept of 'sense of place' evolved in
contemporary literature?

Contemporary literature often explores sense of place by incorporating
diverse perspectives, addressing globalization, displacement, and identity,
thereby expanding the traditional boundaries of place to include
psychological and diasporic spaces.

Additional Resources

Sense of Place in Literature: Exploring the Emotional Geography of Narrative

Sense of place in literature serves as a powerful conduit through which
authors convey not only the physical setting but also the emotional and
cultural dimensions embedded within a narrative. This literary device
transcends mere description of geography or environment; it crafts a vivid,
immersive experience that shapes characters, influences plot development, and
often functions as a silent protagonist in its own right. Understanding how
sense of place operates in literature reveals much about the interplay
between setting and storytelling, highlighting its indispensable role in
enriching narrative depth and reader engagement.

What Constitutes a Sense of Place 1in
Literature?

At its core, sense of place in literature refers to the author’s ability to
evoke a tangible atmosphere and emotional resonance tied to a specific
location. It involves meticulous attention to the details of landscape,
architecture, climate, and even local customs or dialects, all woven
seamlessly into the narrative fabric. More than a backdrop, the setting
becomes an active participant, informing the mood, tone, and thematic



undercurrents of the text.

Unlike straightforward descriptive passages, developing a strong sense of
place requires authors to engage the reader’s senses and emotions. This
engagement often manifests through sensory imagery-sights, sounds, smells,
textures—that invite readers to inhabit the storyworld. Such immersive
qualities can evoke nostalgia, alienation, familiarity, or wonder, thereby
amplifying the narrative’s emotional impact.

Distinguishing Place from Space

A useful distinction in literary studies differentiates “place” from “space.”
While “space” denotes a physical or abstract area, “place” imbues that space
with meaning, history, and personal or communal significance. Sense of place
in literature, therefore, transforms geographical coordinates into meaningful
locales, layered with memory and identity.

For example, in Thomas Hardy’'s Wessex novels, the rural English countryside
is not just a setting but a repository of tradition, social change, and
character fate. Similarly, in Toni Morrison’s works, the American South often
embodies the complex legacies of race, displacement, and resilience. In these
cases, the sense of place is deeply intertwined with cultural and historical
contexts.

Functions of Sense of Place in Narrative
Literature

Sense of place performs multiple functions within literary works, ranging
from establishing authenticity to symbolizing internal states. These
functions often overlap and enrich the story’s complexity.

Enhancing Authenticity and Credibility

A well-crafted sense of place lends credibility to a story by anchoring it in
a recognizable environment. When readers can visualize and relate to a
setting—whether real or fictional-they are more likely to suspend disbelief
and invest emotionally. This is especially critical in genres like historical
fiction, magical realism, and regional literature, where the authenticity of
place can make or break narrative immersion.

Shaping Character Development



Settings often profoundly influence characters’ identities, behaviors, and
choices. The environmental conditions, social milieu, and cultural landscape
shape how characters perceive the world and interact with others. For
instance, the claustrophobic urban settings in works like Franz Kafka’'s “The
Metamorphosis” mirror the protagonist’s psychological entrapment, while the
expansive wilderness in Jack London’s stories underscores themes of survival
and individualism.

Symbolism and Thematic Reinforcement

Sense of place frequently operates on symbolic levels, reinforcing themes or
foreshadowing events. A decaying mansion might symbolize moral decline, a
bustling city street could represent modern chaos, or a serene natural
setting might evoke ideals of purity and renewal. By doing so, the setting
becomes a narrative tool that subtly communicates meaning beyond explicit
dialogue or plot.

Creating Mood and Atmosphere

The tone of a literary work is often heavily influenced by its setting.
Gothic literature, for example, uses dark, brooding landscapes to evoke dread
and suspense. Conversely, pastoral literature employs idyllic countryside
scenes to inspire tranquility and nostalgia. The manipulation of place to
evoke specific moods is a hallmark of literary craftsmanship.

Techniques for Establishing Sense of Place

Writers employ a variety of techniques to construct a compelling sense of
place, blending descriptive prowess with thematic intent.

Detailed Sensory Description

Rich, multi-sensory descriptions enable readers to immerse themselves fully
in the environment. Rather than listing visual elements alone, effective
writers incorporate sounds, smells, tactile sensations, and even tastes to
create a holistic experience. For example, in Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s “One
Hundred Years of Solitude,” the humid air, the scent of ripe fruit, and the
cacophony of daily village life collectively evoke the magical realism
setting of Macondo.



Integration with Character Perspective

Sense of place often gains depth when filtered through a character’s
subjective viewpoint. This approach personalizes the setting, revealing how
it resonates differently based on individual experiences and emotions.
Virginia Woolf’s stream-of-consciousness technique, as seen in “To the
Lighthouse,” frequently blends internal reflections with external
surroundings, blurring lines between mind and place.

Historical and Cultural Contextualization

Embedding cultural references, local customs, and historical allusions within
the setting deepens the sense of place. This contextualization situates the
narrative within a larger socio-political framework. Chinua Achebe’s “Things
Fall Apart,” for instance, vividly portrays Igbo society, traditions, and the
impact of colonialism, making the setting inseparable from the story’s
themes.

Symbolic and Metaphorical Use of Environment

Authors often imbue places with metaphorical significance, using them as
symbols for broader concepts. The moors in Emily Bronté’s “Wuthering Heights”
represent wildness and emotional tumult, while the cityscape in Charles
Dickens’ novels often symbolizes industrialization’s dehumanizing effects.

Comparative Perspectives: Sense of Place Across
Genres

Sense of place manifests uniquely across different literary genres, each
adapting the concept to suit its narrative priorities.

Realist and Regional Literature

Realist authors emphasize accurate, unembellished depiction of place to
mirror everyday life. Regional literature, a subcategory, focuses on
particular locales, dialects, and customs to preserve cultural identity.
Authors like William Faulkner and Willa Cather excel at creating a palpable
sense of place that grounds their characters’ struggles and triumphs.



Gothic and Horror Genres

In gothic and horror literature, sense of place is instrumental in
constructing suspense and unease. Settings such as haunted castles, foggy
graveyards, or dilapidated mansions create an atmosphere that primes readers
for supernatural or psychological terror.

Science Fiction and Fantasy

Although often set in imaginary worlds, science fiction and fantasy utilize
sense of place to establish plausibility and immersion. Detailed world-
building, including geography, ecology, and sociopolitical structures, is
necessary for convincing narrative environments. J.R.R. Tolkien’s Middle-
earth and Ursula K. Le Guin’'s Earthsea are exemplary for their richly
imagined places that resonate emotionally with readers.

Contemporary and Postmodern Literature

Contemporary writers sometimes challenge traditional notions of place,
exploring themes of displacement, globalization, and fragmented identities.
The sense of place may be fluid or destabilized, reflecting modern anxieties
and cultural hybridity. For example, Jhumpa Lahiri’s works often depict
immigrant experiences where places are laden with both nostalgia and
alienation.

Challenges and Limitations in Conveying Sense
of Place

While a strong sense of place can elevate literature, there are inherent
challenges and potential drawbacks in its execution.

e Over-description: Excessive focus on setting can slow narrative pace and
overwhelm readers, detracting from character and plot development.

e Cultural Misrepresentation: Authors unfamiliar with a place risk
stereotyping or inaccuracies, which can alienate readers or perpetuate
misconceptions.

e Subjectivity of Experience: Since sense of place often relies on
individual perception, readers’ own backgrounds influence their

connection to the setting, making universal resonance difficult.

e Balancing Realism and Fiction: Especially in speculative genres,



maintaining coherence while inventing or altering places requires
skillful integration to avoid confusion or disbelief.

Despite these challenges, when effectively managed, sense of place remains a
vital literary element that enriches narrative texture and thematic
complexity.

The exploration of sense of place in literature reveals its multifaceted role
as both canvas and catalyst for storytelling. Through nuanced depiction of
environments, authors invite readers into worlds that are simultaneously
physical and emotional terrains. This dynamic relationship between place and
narrative not only grounds stories in tangible realities but also elevates
them into realms of symbolic and cultural significance. Whether evoking the
haunting moors of a gothic novel or the vibrant streets of a multicultural
city, sense of place continues to shape the literary landscape and the
reader’s journey through it.

Sense Of Place In Literature

sense of place in literature: A Sense of Place: Regional American Literature ,

sense of place in literature: The Routledge Handbook of Literature and Space Robert
Tally Jr., 2017-01-06 The spatial turn in literary studies is transforming the way we think of the field.
The Routledge Handbook of Literature and Space maps the key areas of spatiality within literary
studies, offering a comprehensive overview but also pointing towards new and exciting directions of
study. The interdisciplinary and global approach provides a thorough introduction and includes
thirty-two essays on topics such as: Spatial theory and practice Critical methodologies Work sites
Cities and the geography of urban experience Maps, territories, readings. The contributors to this
volume demonstrate how a variety of romantic, realist, modernist, and postmodernist narratives
represent the changing social spaces of their world, and of our own world system today.

sense of place in literature: The Role of Place in Literature Leonard Lutwack, 1984-05-01
The Role of Place in Literature is a groundbreaking study exploring the use of metaphors and images
of place in literature. Lutwack takes a dynamic view of the relationship between place and the action
or thought in a work. Drawing comparisons over a wide range of works, principally American and
British literature of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, he illustrates how writers have charged
different environments with symbolic and psychological meaning.

sense of place in literature: Senses of Location Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-23 In the
ever-changing tapestry of human existence, our connection to place remains a constant thread,
shaping our identities, experiences, and interactions with the world around us. Senses of Location
embarks on an enlightening journey into the multifaceted relationship between people and places,
exploring the profound impact place has on our personal and collective lives. Through diverse
perspectives and captivating case studies, this book delves into the ways in which we perceive,
interpret, and navigate the spaces we inhabit. From bustling urban centers to tranquil rural
landscapes, from sacred sites to contested territories, place becomes a lens through which we
examine issues of identity, memory, culture, politics, and sustainability. Discover how place shapes
our personal and social identities, influencing our sense of belonging, values, and aspirations.
Explore the intricate interplay between place and memory, as we revisit the places that have left an


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/sense-of-place-in-literature.pdf

indelible mark on our lives, shaping our understanding of the past and our hopes for the future.
Delve into the role place plays in artistic expression, as writers, artists, and musicians find
inspiration in the landscapes and communities that surround them. Furthermore, this book
investigates the complex relationship between place and politics, examining how power structures
and social inequalities shape the ways in which we experience and interact with different places. It
explores the struggles of marginalized communities for recognition and justice, and the role place
plays in shaping political movements and conflicts. Finally, the book explores the vital connection
between place and sustainability, highlighting the importance of place-based approaches in
addressing global challenges such as climate change and biodiversity loss. It examines how our
understanding of place can inform our actions as stewards of the environment, and how we can
create more harmonious and sustainable relationships with the natural world. If you like this book,
write a review on google books!

sense of place in literature: Sense of Place and Place Attachment in Tourism Ning Chris
Chen, C. Michael Hall, Girish Prayag, 2021-06-03 Place is integral to tourism. In tourism, almost all
issues can ultimately be traced back to human-place interactions and human-place relationships.
Sense of place, also referred to as place attachment, topophilia, and community sentiment, has
received significant attention in tourism studies because it both contributes to, and is affected by,
tourism. This book, written by notable authors in the field, examines sense of place and place
attachment in terms of a typology of sense of place/place attachment that includes
genealogical/historical, narrative/cultural, economic, ideological, cosmological, and dynamic
elements. Dimensions of place attachment such as place identity, place dependence, and affective
attachment are discussed as well as place marketing, place making, and destination management.
Complete with a range of illustrative international cases and examples ranging from Santa Claus to
the importance of place in indigenous and traditional cultures, this book represents a substantial
addition to knowledge on the inseparable relationship between tourism and place and will be of
great interest to all upper-level students and researchers of Tourism.

sense of place in literature: Understanding Concepts of Place in Recreation Research
and Management , 2008 Over a 3-day weekend in the spring of 2004 a group of scientists
interested in extending understanding of place as applied in recreation research and management
convened a working session in Portland, Oregon. The purpose of the gathering was to clarify their
understanding of place-related concepts, approaches to the study of people-place relations, and the
application of that understanding in recreation management for the purpose of integrating
perspectives from different disciplines, discussing approaches to understanding and measuring
sense of place, and other questions around the study and application of place-related concepts.
Topics that generated the most discussion included how social processes influence place meanings,
how place meanings are shared and negoitated within social groups, and when and how place
meanings and attachments focus, reduce, or avert conflict in natural resource planning and
management. This collection of papers is a result of that meeting.

sense of place in literature: Sense of Place, Health and Quality of Life Allison Williams,
2016-12-05 A significant body of theoretical and empirical studies describes 'sense of place' as an
outcome of interconnected psychological, social and environmental processes in relation to physical
place(s). Sense of place has been examined, particularly in human geography, in terms of both the
character intrinsic to a place as a localized, bounded and material entity, and the sentiments of
attachment/detachment that humans experience and express in relation to specific places. Scholars
in a wide range of disciplines are increasingly exploring the relationship between place and health,
and recently, the field of public health has been encouraged to recognize sense of place as a
potential contributing factor to well-being. It is evident that over the last few decades, sense of place
has developed into a versatile construct. This important book brings together work related to sense
of place and health, broadly defined, from the perspective of a variety of fields and disciplines. It will
give the reader an understanding of both the range of applications of this construct within
approaches to human health as well as the breadth of research methodologies employed in its



investigation.

sense of place in literature: Senses of Place: Senses of Time G.J. Ashworth, 2017-03-02
Bringing together case studies from Ireland, the Netherlands, Canada, Germany and Mexico, this
book examines the link between senses of place and senses of time. It suggests that not only do
place identities change through time, but imagined pasts also provide resources which the present
selects and packages for its own contemporary purposes and for forwarding to imagined futures.
The reasons behind the creation of place image are also explored, setting them within political and
social contexts. In its three main sections - Heritage in the Creation of Senses of Place; Heritage and
Conflicting Identities; and Heritage and the Creation of Senses of Place - the book examines the
creation of place identities at the urban, rural, regional and international scales. It questions how
senses of place interact with senses of ethnic/cultural identity, what the roles of government, media,
residents and tourists are in creating senses of place, and how and why all these variables change
through time.

sense of place in literature: Literature, Geography, and the Postmodern Poetics of Place E.
Prieto, 2012-12-28 Using contemporary literary representations of place, this study focuses on works
that have participated in the emergence of new conceptions of place and new place-based identities.
The analyses draw on research in cultural geography, cognitive science, urban sociology, and
globalization studies.

sense of place in literature: Teaching Postcolonial Environmental Literature and Media
Cajetan Theka, 2021-12-28 Provides strategies for teaching postcolonial environmental literature by
writers from the Global South and indigenous peoples. Topics and approaches include environmental
justice, queer ecofeminism, animal studies, migration, anticolonialism, petrofiction, sea level rise,
environmental humanities, and environmental justice organizations. Works from Africa, Latin
America, East Asia, and the Caribbean are discussed.

sense of place in literature: People and Computers XVII — Designing for Society Eamonn
O'Neill, Philippe Palanque, Peter Johnson, 2013-11-11 HCI is a fundamental and multidisciplinary
research area. It is fundamental to the development and use of computing technologies. Without
good HCI, computing technologies provide less benefit to society. We often fail to notice good HCI.
Good HCI passes us by without comment or surprise. The technology lets you do what you want
without causing you any further work, effort or thought. You load a DVD into your DVD player and it
works: why shouldn't it? You take a photograph with your digital camera and without any surprise
you easily transfer and view these on your computer. You seamlessly connect to networks and
devices with a common interface and interaction style. Yet when HCI is wrong the technology
becomes useless, unusable, disrupts our work, inhibits our abilities and constrains our
achievements. Witness the overuse and inconsistent use of hierarchical menus on mobile phones; or
the lack of correspondence between call statistics on the phone handset itself and the billed call time
on the account bill; or the lack of interoperability between file naming conventions on different
operating systems running applications and files of the same type (e. g. the need for explicit
filename suffixes on some operating systems). Those programmers, designers and developers who
know no better, believe that HCI is just common sense and that their designs are obviously easy to
use.

sense of place in literature: Southern Literature, Cold War Culture, and the Making of
Modern America Jordan J. Dominy, 2020-01-27 During the Cold War, national discourse strove for
unity through patriotism and political moderation to face a common enemy. Some authors and
intellectuals supported that narrative by casting America’s complicated history with race and
poverty as moral rather than merely political problems. Southern Literature, Cold War Culture, and
the Making of Modern America examines southern literature and the culture within the United
States from the period just before the Cold War through the civil rights movement to show how this
literature won a significant place in Cold War culture and shaped the nation through the time of
Hillbilly Elegy. Tackling cultural issues in the country through subtext and metaphor, the works of
authors like William Faulkner, Lillian Smith, Robert Penn Warren, Eudora Welty, Ralph Ellison, Alice



Walker, and Walker Percy redefined “South” as much more than a geographical identity within an
empire. The “South” has become a racially coded sociopolitical and cultural identity associated with
white populist conservatism that breaks geographical boundaries and, as it has in the past,
continues to have a disproportionate influence on the nation’s future and values.

sense of place in literature: The Poetics of Space and Place in Scottish Literature
Monika Szuba, Julian Wolfreys, 2019-04-01 This book addresses the poetics of space and place in
Scottish literature. Focusing chiefly on twentieth- and twenty-first century texts, with
acknowledgement of historical and philosophical contexts, the essays address representation,
narrative form, the work of the poetic, perception and experience. Major genres and forms are
discussed, and authors as diverse as George Mackay Brown, Kathleen Jamie, Ken McLeod and Kei
Miller are presented through theoretically informed, historically contextualized close readings.
Additionally considering the role of dialect and region in the poetry and fiction of modern Scotland,
the volume argues for an appreciation of the cultural diversity of Scottish writers while highlighting
the overarching presence of a connection between self and world, subject and place within Scottish
literature.

sense of place in literature: Yangzhou, A Place in Literature Roland Altenburger, Margaret B.
Wan, Vibeke Bgrdahl, 2015-01-31 One of the famous canal cities of the world and a former center of
culture, trade, transportation, and fashion, the old town of Yangzhou evokes romantic bridges,
beautiful courtesans, fine gardens, and eccentric painters. It is also remembered as a war-torn ruin
after the Qing conquest and the Taiping Rebellion, and as a city in decline as trade shifted to
seaports and railways. Yangzhou, A Place in Literature, the first anthology to center on a Chinese
city and its local region, offers a wealth of literary, semi-literary, and oral texts representing social
life over three hundred years of dramatic change between the seventeenth and twentieth centuries.
The selections in this volume represent a wide range of literary forms and styles, both elite and
popular, with subjects ranging from literature, history, theater, and art to the history of architecture
and gardening, and of material culture at large. Readers will come across rarely found details of
everyday life, the sights, smells, and sounds of the lanes and teahouses, a world of taverns,
pilgrimages, communal baths, fish markets, salt merchants, acting troupes, and food in one of the
wealthiest cities of imperial China. Each text has an introductory essay and rich textual notes by an
expert in the relevant field. The general introduction provides an in-depth discussion of the roles of
the local in historical, cultural, literary, and linguistic terms, as mirrored by the wide range of
translated sources collected in this volume. The selected texts are historically and intellectually
important in their own right, but the volume greatly enhances their collective value by combining
them, arranging them in historical sequence, and providing a dense network of cross-references that
invite comparisons and reveal contrasts in style, form, focus, and topic. With its compelling accounts
of material culture, urban spaces, entertainment, and gender, Yangzhou, A Place in Literature will
fascinate scholars and students alike by opening a window to the rich cultural history of Yangzhou.
The volume can serve as a textbook for courses on traditional and modern Chinese literature,
popular culture, the city, or social history. It will be of great interest to scholars of East Asian
studies, as well as to those in a variety of comparative fields, such as urban studies, theater studies,
and gender studies.

sense of place in literature: In Search of Canada Stephen Richards Graubard, 1989-01-01 In
Search of Canada

sense of place in literature: Caribbean Literature and the Environment Elizabeth M.
DeLoughrey, Renée K. Gosson, George B. Handley, 2005 Examines the literatures of the Caribbean
from an ecocritical perspective in all language areas of the region. This book explores the ways in
which the history of transplantation and settlement has provided unique challenges and
opportunities for establishing a sense of place and an environmental ethic in the Caribbean.

sense of place in literature: Geographies of Memory and Postwar Urban Regeneration
in British Literature Alina Cojocaru, 2022-05-13 This book proposes a new approach to the literary
representations of London by means of correlating geocriticism, spatial literary studies and memory



studies in order to investigate the interplay between reality and fiction in mapping the urban
imaginary. It conducts an analysis of depictions of London in British literature published between
1975 and 2005, exploring the literary representations of the real urban restructurings prompted by
the rebuilding projects in war and poverty-stricken districts of London, the remapping of the
metropolis by immigrants, gentrification and the displacement of communities, as well as the urban
dissolution caused by terrorism. The selected works of fiction written by Peter Ackroyd, Penelope
Lively, Zadie Smith, Andrea Levy, J.G. Ballard, Michael Moorcock, Doris Lessing and Ian McEwan
provide a record of the city in times of de/reconstruction, emphasizing the structure of London as a
palimpsest, which becomes a central image. The book contributes to the development of the subject
field by introducing a number of original concepts which connect geocriticism and memory studies.

sense of place in literature: Crisscrossing Borders in Literature of the American West R.
Dyck, C. Reutter, 2009-03-02 In one consequential volume, Crisscrossing Borders in Literature of
the American West presents the cross-section of a fast-changing and greatly expanded field. Through
interdisciplinary essays, this volume on the post-national West challenges the idea of a unified
national story sustained by strategic exclusions. Contributors analyze the economic and
environmental exploitation depicted in working-class Western literature, emphasize the
transnational by approaching both the North/South and cross-Atlantic axes grapple with the role of
Mormons, and dissect the new masculinity of Silicon Gunslingers. Each essay successfully and
compellingly models a new and fruitful way of engaging the West.

sense of place in literature: The Myth of Emptiness and the New American Literature of Place
Wendy Harding, 2014-10-01 From the moment the first English-speaking explorers and settlers
arrived on the North American continent, many have described its various locations and
environments as empty. Indeed, much of American national history and culture is bound up with the
idea that parts of the landscape are empty and thus open for colonization, settlement, economic
improvement, claim staking, taming, civilizing, cultivating, and the exploitation of resources. In turn,
most Euro-American nonfiction written about the landscape has treated it either as an object to be
acted upon by the author or an empty space, unspoiled by human contamination, to which the
solitary individual goes to be refreshed and rejuvenated. In The Myth of Emptiness and the New
American Literature of Place, Wendy Harding identifies an important recent development in the
literature of place that corrects the misperceptions resulting from these tropes. Works by Rick Bass,
Charles Bowden, Ellen Meloy, Jonathan Raban, Rebecca Solnit, and Robert Sullivan move away from
the tradition of nature writing, with its emphasis on the solitary individual communing with nature in
uninhabited places, to recognize the interactions of human and other-than-human presences in the
land. In different ways, all six writers reveal a more historically complex relationship between
Americans and their environments. In this new literature of place, writers revisit abandoned,
threatened, or damaged sites that were once represented as devoid of human presence and dig
deeper to reveal that they are in fact full of the signs of human activity. These writers are interested
in the role of social, political, and cultural relationships and the traces they leave on the landscape.
Throughout her exploration, Harding adopts a transdisciplinary perspective that draws on the
theories of geographers, historians, sociologists, and philosophers to understand the reasons for the
enduring perception of emptiness in the American landscape and how this new literature of place
works with and against these ideas. She reminds us that by understanding and integrating human
impacts into accounts of the landscape, we are better equipped to fully reckon with the natural and
cultural crisis that engulfs all landscapes today.

sense of place in literature: Changing Senses of Place Christopher M. Raymond, Lynne C.
Manzo, Daniel R. Williams, Andrés Di Masso, Timo von Wirth, 2021-08-05 Global challenges ranging
from climate change and ecological regime shifts to refugee crises and post-national territorial
claims are rapidly moving ecosystem thresholds and altering the social fabric of societies worldwide.
This book addresses the vital question of how to navigate the contested forces of stability and
change in a world shaped by multiple interconnected global challenges. It proposes that senses of
place is a vital concept for supporting individual and social processes for navigating these contested



forces and encourages scholars to rethink how to theorise and conceptualise changes in senses of
place in the face of global challenges. It also makes the case that our concepts of sense of place need
to be revisited, given that our experiences of place are changing. This book is essential reading for
those seeking a new understanding of the multiple and shifting experiences of place.
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