rs means facilities construction cost data

RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data: A Comprehensive Guide to Accurate Construction
Estimating

rs means facilities construction cost data is an essential resource widely utilized by construction
professionals, architects, engineers, and project managers to accurately estimate the costs involved
in building and renovating facilities. Whether you’re planning a new hospital, educational building,
commercial office, or industrial plant, having access to reliable construction cost data can make a
significant difference in budgeting, bidding, and managing your project effectively. Understanding
how RS Means data works and how to leverage it can empower your team to make informed
decisions and avoid costly surprises.

What Is RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data?

RS Means facilities construction cost data is a comprehensive database that provides detailed
information on the costs associated with various construction activities and building components.
Developed and maintained by Gordian, RS Means compiles pricing from across the United States
and Canada, offering standardized and up-to-date data for materials, labor, equipment, and
overhead expenses.

This data helps users estimate costs for different types of facilities—from healthcare centers and
educational institutions to commercial complexes and manufacturing plants—making it an
indispensable tool for anyone involved in construction estimating and project planning.

Why Is RS Means Data Trusted in the Industry?

The construction industry is known for its complexity, with costs varying widely based on location,
labor rates, market conditions, and project specifics. RS Means facilitates accurate and consistent
cost estimating by:

- »*Using real-time data:** RS Means regularly updates its data to reflect current market prices,
ensuring estimates are relevant.

- *Including regional cost adjustments:** Construction costs vary by region; RS Means adjusts
prices accordingly to provide location-specific insight.

- ¥**QOffering detailed breakdowns:** From individual building components to complete assemblies,
the data is granular enough to support detailed estimates.

- *Supporting multiple project types:** Whether it’'s new construction, renovations, or maintenance,
RS Means covers a broad spectrum of facility types.

How to Use RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data



Effectively

Accessing RS Means data is just the first step. To maximize the benefits of this powerful tool,
understanding how to interpret and apply the information is crucial.

Selecting the Right Data for Your Project

RS Means includes a variety of data modules, such as:

- **Assemblies data:** Combines individual material and labor items into a single cost for a building
element like a wall, floor, or roof.

- **Unit price data:** Lists costs for individual materials or labor tasks.

- ¥**Square foot costs:** Provides average construction costs per square foot for different building

types.

For facility construction projects, it’s vital to pick the data that aligns closely with your project
scope. Assemblies data is often preferred for early-stage estimates because it simplifies complex
calculations, while unit price data is beneficial for detailed takeoffs during later project phases.

Incorporating Location Factors

One of the standout features of RS Means facilities construction cost data is its ability to adjust costs
based on geographic location. Labor rates, material availability, and market demand vary
significantly between cities and states. Using RS Means’ location factors helps ensure that your
estimate matches local conditions rather than relying on national averages that may not be accurate.

Updating Estimates with Market Trends

Construction costs fluctuate due to economic changes, supply chain disruptions, and labor market
shifts. Utilizing RS Means’ annual updates and online tools allows estimators to keep their cost data
current, reducing the risk of underestimating expenses or missing budget targets.

Benefits of Using RS Means Facilities Construction
Cost Data

There are several advantages to integrating RS Means data into your construction cost estimating
process:

e Accuracy: RS Means provides detailed and vetted cost information, minimizing guesswork
and errors.



¢ Consistency: Standardized data enables uniform estimates across projects and teams.
e Time Savings: Ready-made cost breakdowns speed up the estimating process.
¢ Risk Reduction: Better cost visibility helps identify potential budget overruns early.

e Improved Bidding: Accurate data enhances the competitiveness and reliability of bids.

Supporting Sustainable and Specialized Facility Projects

RS Means also offers data tailored for specialized construction types, such as green buildings,
healthcare facilities, and data centers. This specialization means that when you’re estimating costs
for facilities with unique requirements—like LEED certification or specialized mechanical
systems—you can rely on RS Means to provide relevant cost insights that consider these
complexities.

Integrating RS Means Data with Modern Estimating
Software

In today’s digital age, construction professionals often combine RS Means data with estimating
software platforms to streamline workflows. Many popular construction estimating tools integrate
RS Means databases, allowing users to:

¢ Automatically generate detailed cost estimates.

e Customize assemblies and material lists.

e Update cost data in real-time as market prices change.

¢ Produce professional bid proposals and reports.

This integration reduces manual data entry errors and enables more collaborative project
management among stakeholders.

Tips for Maximizing the Value of RS Means Facilities
Construction Cost Data

To get the most out of RS Means data in your facility construction projects, consider the following
best practices:



1. Regularly update your cost libraries: Construction markets evolve quickly, so keeping your
data current is essential.

2. Combine RS Means data with local supplier quotes: While RS Means provides broad
market averages, local quotes can refine estimates further.

3. Train your estimating team: Ensure everyone understands how to use and interpret RS
Means data effectively.

4. Use RS Means for benchmarking: Compare your past project costs with RS Means data to
identify areas for improvement.

5. Leverage location-specific factors: Always adjust estimates based on where the project will
be built to ensure accuracy.

The Future of Facilities Construction Cost Data and RS
Means

As construction technology advances, RS Means continues to evolve by incorporating data analytics,
artificial intelligence, and cloud-based platforms. These innovations promise to make facilities
construction cost data even more dynamic and predictive, helping project teams anticipate cost
changes before they happen and make proactive decisions.

For anyone involved in facility construction, staying informed about these developments and
adopting advanced cost estimating tools alongside RS Means data can lead to more successful
project outcomes and stronger financial control.

Navigating the complexities of construction cost estimating can be challenging, but with trusted
resources like rs means facilities construction cost data, professionals gain a reliable foundation for
planning and executing facility projects. By understanding how to use this data thoughtfully and
combining it with real-world insights, construction teams can boost accuracy, efficiency, and
confidence throughout the project lifecycle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data?

RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data is a comprehensive database of construction cost
information used by contractors, estimators, architects, and engineers to estimate project costs
accurately. It includes pricing for labor, materials, equipment, and productivity rates for various
construction tasks.



How often is RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data
updated?

RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data is typically updated annually to reflect current market
conditions, material prices, labor rates, and technological advancements in the construction
industry.

What industries benefit from using RS Means Facilities
Construction Cost Data?

Industries such as commercial construction, healthcare, education, government facilities, and
infrastructure development benefit from RS Means cost data by enabling accurate budgeting, cost
control, and project planning.

Can RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data be integrated
with construction management software?

Yes, RS Means data can be integrated with various construction management and estimating
software platforms to streamline the cost estimating process and improve accuracy and efficiency.

What types of construction costs are covered in RS Means
Facilities Construction Cost Data?

RS Means covers a wide range of costs including direct costs like labor, materials, and equipment,
as well as indirect costs such as overhead, profit, and contingency allowances.

How does RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data help in
budgeting and planning?

By providing detailed and up-to-date cost information, RS Means enables project stakeholders to
develop realistic budgets, forecast expenses, and plan resources effectively, reducing the risk of cost
overruns.

Is RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data suitable for
small and large construction projects?

Yes, RS Means data is scalable and can be used for both small-scale renovations and large, complex
construction projects, offering detailed cost breakdowns appropriate for various project sizes.

Where can I access or purchase RS Means Facilities
Construction Cost Data?

RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data can be accessed or purchased through the official RS
Means website or authorized distributors, often available in print, digital formats, or integrated
software solutions.



Additional Resources

RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data: A Critical Resource for Accurate Project Estimation

rs means facilities construction cost data has long been recognized as an essential tool for
construction professionals aiming to achieve precise and reliable cost estimations. As the
construction industry continuously evolves with fluctuating material prices, labor costs, and design
complexities, having access to comprehensive and up-to-date cost data is paramount. RS Means
provides a meticulously curated database that serves as a benchmark for contractors, estimators,
architects, and owners alike, helping them navigate the intricacies of budgeting and resource
allocation in facility construction projects.

Understanding RS Means Facilities Construction Cost
Data

RS Means is a trusted provider of construction cost information that delivers detailed data on
materials, labor, equipment, and project-specific expenses across various types of facilities. Their
databases are frequently updated to reflect regional variations, inflationary trends, and market
conditions, making RS Means an indispensable reference for construction cost estimation. The
facilities construction cost data encompass a wide range of project categories, including commercial
buildings, healthcare facilities, educational institutions, industrial plants, and more.

Unlike generic cost guides, RS Means offers granular insights into unit costs, productivity rates, and
pricing trends, enabling users to build accurate cost models tailored to the unique requirements of

their projects. This level of detail helps mitigate risks associated with budget overruns and
unexpected expenditures.

Key Features of RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data

One of the standout attributes of RS Means databases is their comprehensive scope, which includes:
e Material Costs: Detailed listings of material prices updated regularly to mirror current
market rates.

e Labor Costs: Regional labor rate variations reflecting union and non-union workforces, skill
levels, and productivity expectations.

¢ Equipment Costs: Pricing and rental rates for construction equipment crucial to project
timelines and budgets.

e Assemblies and Systems: Pre-assembled cost data for common building components such as
HVAC, electrical systems, and plumbing.

e Location Factors: Adjustments based on geographic location to account for local economic
conditions and labor markets.



e Historical Data Trends: Archival data allowing users to analyze long-term cost trends and
forecast future expenses.

These features collectively empower professionals to develop comprehensive cost estimates that
reflect real-world conditions and project-specific variables.

The Role of RS Means in Project Budgeting and
Planning

Accurate budgeting is a cornerstone of successful construction project management. RS Means
facilities construction cost data provides an objective foundation for estimating expenses before
breaking ground. Project managers can leverage this data to prepare initial budgets, secure
financing, and conduct value engineering exercises that optimize resource allocation without
compromising quality.

Moreover, RS Means supports contingency planning by identifying potential cost drivers and
enabling scenario analyses. For instance, if a project’s scope changes due to design modifications or
regulatory requirements, RS Means data can be recalibrated to reflect these shifts promptly. This
dynamic adaptability is critical in today’s fast-paced construction environment where delays and
changes are commonplace.

Comparing RS Means Data with Alternative Sources

While RS Means is widely regarded as a gold standard, it is essential to compare its offerings with
other cost estimating tools to understand its unique value proposition.

e Industry-Specific Databases: Some niche databases focus on specialized sectors, such as
healthcare or infrastructure, offering highly tailored data but potentially lacking the breadth
RS Means provides.

e Proprietary Software Solutions: Many construction firms utilize proprietary cost estimating
software, which may integrate RS Means data but also include additional proprietary metrics
and algorithms.

¢ Government and Public Sector Data: Publicly available construction cost data can be
helpful but often lacks the granularity and timeliness of RS Means databases.

In comparison, RS Means distinguishes itself through its comprehensive coverage, frequent updates,
and the inclusion of regional cost modifiers, which collectively enhance estimation accuracy.



Applications Across Different Facility Types

RS Means facilities construction cost data is versatile and applicable across a broad spectrum of
facility types. Its adaptability lies in the ability to break down complex construction components into
measurable units that can be aggregated for total project costing.

Commercial Buildings

In commercial construction, budgeting often involves balancing aesthetics, functionality, and cost.
RS Means data assists developers and contractors in evaluating options for structural systems,
finishes, and mechanical installations, ensuring that cost estimates remain realistic and competitive.

Healthcare Facilities

Healthcare construction demands adherence to stringent regulations and specialized systems, such
as medical gas installations and infection control features. RS Means provides cost data specific to
these unique requirements, aiding stakeholders in achieving compliance without budget overruns.

Educational and Institutional Buildings

Educational facility projects benefit from RS Means data by accurately forecasting costs for
classrooms, laboratories, and recreational spaces. This enables school districts and institutions to
plan renovations and new construction within fiscal constraints.

Advantages and Limitations of RS Means Facilities
Construction Cost Data

No cost data resource is without its strengths and challenges. Understanding these aspects is vital
for effective utilization.

Advantages

e Comprehensive and Up-to-Date: Frequent updates ensure data relevance amid market
fluctuations.

* Regional Specificity: Location factors provide tailored cost adjustments for different
geographic areas.



¢ Detailed Breakdown: Allows users to analyze costs at a granular level, improving
transparency.

¢ Widely Recognized Standard: Trusted by industry professionals, lending credibility to
estimates.

Limitations

e Cost of Access: Licensing fees can be prohibitive for smaller firms or individual contractors.
e Learning Curve: Navigating the extensive database requires training and experience.

¢ Potential Over-Reliance: Blind dependence on RS Means data without field validation might
overlook project-specific nuances.

These considerations advocate for a balanced approach, combining RS Means data with expert
judgment and on-the-ground intelligence.

Integrating RS Means Data with Modern Estimating
Technologies

The construction industry’s digital transformation has enhanced how cost data is utilized. RS Means
facilities construction cost data integrates well with Building Information Modeling (BIM) and
construction management software, allowing for real-time cost analysis during design development.

By embedding RS Means data into digital workflows, project teams can simulate cost impacts of
design changes instantaneously, facilitating more informed decision-making. Additionally, cloud-
based access to RS Means databases enables collaboration among geographically dispersed teams,
improving estimate consistency and accuracy.

As construction projects grow more complex, the synergy between RS Means data and technology
platforms will become increasingly pivotal in delivering projects on time and within budget.

RS Means facilities construction cost data remains a foundational resource in the construction
industry, enabling professionals to navigate the complexities of cost estimation with confidence. Its
depth, accuracy, and adaptability continue to make it a preferred choice for those committed to
delivering financially sound and successful construction projects.
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rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Cost Data, + Website RSMeans,
2012-04-10 RSMeans Cost Data RSMeans Cost Data for Students RSMeans Cost Data, Student
Edition provides a thorough introduction to cost estimating in a self-contained print and online
package. With clear explanations and a hands-on, example-driven approach, it is the ideal reference
for students and new professionals who need to learn how to perform cost estimating for building
construction. Features include: Commercial and residential construction cost data in print and
online formats Complete how-to guidance on the essentials of cost estimating A supplemental
website with plans, specifications, problem sets, and a full sample estimate With more than 930
Location Factors in the United States and Canada, the data includes up-to-date system prices for
more than 100 standard assemblies and in-place costs for thousands of alternates—making it easy to
customize budget estimates and compare system costs. UNIT PRICES (organized in
MasterFormatTM 2010) 1 General Requirements 2 Existing Conditions 3 Concrete 4 Masonry 5
Metals 6 Woods, Plastics & Composites 7 Thermal & Moisture Protection 8 Openings 9 Finishes 10
Specialties 11 Equipment 12 Furnishings 13 Special Construction 14 Conveying Equipment 21 Fire
Suppression 22 Plumbing 23 Heating, Ventilating & Air Conditioning 26 Electrical 27
Communications 28 Electronic Safety & Security 31 Earthwork 32 Exterior Improvements 33
Utilities ASSEMBLIES A Substructure B Shell C Interiors D Services E Equipment & Furnishings F
Special Construction G Building Site Work REFERENCE INFORMATION Equipment Rental Costs
Crews Cost Indexes Reference Tables Square Foot Costs RSMeans is the leading source of cost data
for construction in North America. Visit rsmeans.com to learn more.

rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data
R.S.Means, R S Means Engineering, 2006-10 RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data 2007 is the
most used, most quoted, & most reliable unit price book available to the construction industry.
Presented in this 65th edition are nearly 21,000 unit costs for building components arranged in the
new CSI MasterFormat 2004 system. The Reference Section continues to provide a broad range of
technical details to help estimate projects with confidence and accuracy.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Facilities Construction Costs with Rsmeans
Data: 60202 Rsmeans, 2021-11-24 Facilities Construction Cost Data is devoted specifically to the
needs of professionals responsible for the maintenance, construction and renovation of commercial,
industrial, municipal and institutional properties. This reference provides immediate access to every
imaginable cost associated with facilities construction and renovation, plus many common
maintenance items with more than 48,000 unit price line items and thousands of assemblies.

rs means facilities construction cost data: RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data
Melville J. Mossman, Stephen C. Plotner, 2009-11 An indespensible resource for contractors,
government agencies, and facilities professionals and the prime source of data for most DOC, JOC,
and SABER contracts.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Facilities Construction Costs with Rsmeans
Data Rsmeans, 2018-11-19 Facilities Construction Cost Data is devoted specifically to the needs of
professionals responsible for the maintenance, construction and renovation of commercial,
industrial, municipal and institutional properties. This reference provides immediate access to every
imaginable cost associated with facilities construction and renovation, plus many common
maintenance items with more than 48,000 unit price line items and thousands of assemblies.

rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Facilities Construction Cost Data
Melville J. Mossman, Stephen C. Plotner, Christopher Babbitt, Ted Baker, Barbara Balboni, Robert A.
Bastoni, 2007-12

rs means facilities construction cost data: Means Facilities Construction Cost Data, 1999
Robert Snow Means Company, Inc, 1998-11-01 Anyone involved in budgeting and estimating for
facilities construction will find this comprehensive book to be an extremely useful reference



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/rs-means-facilities-construction-cost-data.pdf

containing unit price, assemblies, and square foot costs. Contains 1,150 pages of up-to-date facilities
cost information complete with S.F. cost tables, reference data, estimating tips by division,
productivity data, as well as City Cost Indexes for localizing costs to a specific area.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Facilities Construction Costs with RSMeans Data,
2020 Rsmeans, 2019 Facilities Construction Cost Data is devoted specifically to the needs of
professionals responsible for the maintenance, construction and renovation of commercial,
industrial, municipal and institutional properties. This reference provides immediate access to every
imaginable cost associated with facilities construction and renovation, plus many common
maintenance items with more than 48,000 unit price line items and thousands of assemblies.

rs means facilities construction cost data: 2015 RSMeans Facilities Construction Cost
Data Mel Mossman, Steve Plotner, 2014-11 Facilities Construction Cost Data 2015 is devoted
specifically to the needs of professionals responsible for the maintenance, construction and
renovation of commercial, industrial, municipal, and institutional properties. This reference provides
immediate access to every imaginable cost associated with facilities construction and renovation,
plus many common maintenance items with more than 48,000 unit price line items and thousands of
assemblies.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Facilities Construction Cost Data 2011 Book
Melville J. Mossman, Christopher Babbitt, Ted Baker, Barbara Balboni, Robert A Bastoni, John H
Chiang, 2010-11 The Means Facilities Construction Cost Data 2011 Book is devoted specifically to
the needs of professionals responsible for the maintenance, construction and renovation of
commercial, industrial, municipal, and institutional properties. This reference provides immediate
access to every imaginable cost associated with facilities construction and renovation, plus many
common maintenance items-with more than 40,000 unit price line items.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Building Construction Cost Data Stephen C.
Plotner, 2017-10-31 This data set is aimed primarily at estimating commercial and industrial projects
or large multi-family housing projects costing $3,500,000 and up. Designed for new construction
projects. All materials, wages and equipment costs have been reviewed and updated for
2018--Provided by publisher

rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Facilities Construction Cost Data
RSM Engineering Department, 2011-11-11 Designed to meet the needs of professionals responsible
for the maintenance, construction and renovation of commercial, industrial, municipal, and
institutional properties.

rs means facilities construction cost data: RS Means Facilities Construction Cost Data
Melville J. Mossman, Stephen C. Plotner, 2009-11 An indespensible resource for contractors,
government agencies, and facilities professionals and the prime source of data for most DOC, JOC,
and SABER contracts.

rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Facilities Construction Cost Data
Rsmeans, 2015-11-16 The Means Facilities Construction Cost Data 2016 Book is devoted specifically
to the needs of professionals responsible for the maintenance, construction and renovation of
commercial, industrial, municipal, and institutional properties. This reference provides immediate
access to every imaginable cost associated with facilities construction and renovation, plus many
common maintenance items-with more than 48,000 unit price line items and thousands of
assemblies.

rs means facilities construction cost data: How to Estimate with RSMeans Data Saleh A.
Mubarak, RSMeans, 2012-04-04 Using North America's most recognized construction cost data from
RSMeans, this step-by-step guide develops problem-solving skills through over 300 sample problems
and exercises. All of the major construction items, including site work, concrete and masonry, wood
and metal framing, doors and windows, and more are covered. Access to a password-protected web
site is included, which contains the instruction version of RSMeans Cos/Works, the electronic
version of RS Means Building Construction Cost Data, and sample building plans and spreadsheets,
enabling you to practice creating a complete construction estimate.



rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Facilities Construction Cost Data 2013
Melville Mossman, Christopher Babbitt, Ted Baker, 2012 2013 Facilities Construction Cost Data. For
the maintenance and construction of commercial, industrial, municipal, and institutional properties.
Costs are shown for new and remodeling construction and are broken down into materials, labor,
equipment, and overhead and profit. Special emphasis is given to sections on mechanical, electrical,
furnishings, site work, building maintenance, finish work, and demolition. More than 47,000 unit
costs, plus assemblies cost and a comprehensive Reference Section are included.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Facilities Construction Cost with RSMeans
Data Rsmeans, 2017-10-31 This book is devoted specifically to the needs of professionals
responsible for the maintenance, construction and renovation of commercial, industrial, municipal,
and institutional properties. This reference provides immediate access to every imaginable cost
associated with facilities construction and renovation, plus many common maintenance itemswith
more than 40,000 unit price line items.

rs means facilities construction cost data: RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data
Stephen C. Plotner, 2014-09-29 Get the confidence and know-how you need to deliver more accurate
cost estimates and improve profitability. The 73rd edition of this bestselling cost guide has been
updated and expanded to provide you with the information you need to: Estimate projects with
confidence and accuracy Improve project planning and budgeting Reduce risk Access detailed
construction costs, arranged in the CSI MasterFormat 2010 system, and leverage the resources
available in the reference section to construct a winning estimate.

rs means facilities construction cost data: How to Estimate with RSMeans Data RSMeans,
Saleh A. Mubarak, 2020-03-31 A practical, hands-on guide to real-world construction estimating
How to Estimate with RSMeans Data is the only instructional book on construction cost estimating
that uses the most popular source of construction cost data, RS Means. This updated fifth edition
includes new coverage on the role of Building Information Modeling (BIM) in the estimating process,
and over 300 sample problems and exercises that show you how to apply cost data to your building
project based on the RS Means 2015 Building Construction Cost Data. The companion website
provides access to RS Means CostWorks data, allowing you to use real-world numbers in your
practice estimates, and the included Instructor's Manual provides step-by-step solutions to problems
in the book. Focused on the practical aspects of estimating, this book emphasizes the application of
estimating techniques—which are transferable to any estimating software—through problem solving
and the ground-up creation of complete construction project estimates. Estimating skills are
fundamental to the construction industry, and are applied by all parties at all levels throughout the
industry. This book is a hands-on guide to the techniques and tools used to create a thorough
estimate, with plenty of opportunities for practice. Apply cost data to all aspects of the building
project Practice your skills on over 300 sample problems Construct a complete estimate using
RSMeans Besides being an essential construction skill, learning estimating helps you become
familiar with reading and understanding construction blueprints and how construction assemblies
are built. Mastery of these vital skills is important to your future career, and How to Estimate with
RSMeans Data is your ideal guide to a solid foundation.

rs means facilities construction cost data: Rsmeans Building Construction Cost Data
2014 Rsmeans Engineering Department, 2013-09-27 Get the confidence and know-how you need to
deliver more accurate cost estimates and improve profitability. The 72nd edition of this bestselling
cost guide has been updated and expanded to provide you with the information you need to: *
Estimate projects with confidence and accuracy * Improve project planning and budgeting * Reduce
risk Access detailed construction costs, arranged in the CSI MasterFormat 2010 system, and
leverage the resources available in the reference section to construct a winning estimate. * What
you'll find inside: * More than 24,000 unit costs for building components * Equipment rental costs *
Crew sizes, labor hours, and labor rates * Square foot costs * Reference section with more than 90
reference tables, estimating aids, and technical data * City Cost Indexes for over 900 locations in the
U.S. and selected locations in Canada
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