
of mice and men
Of Mice and Men: Exploring Steinbeck’s Timeless Classic

of mice and men is more than just a title; it’s a gateway into a profound narrative crafted
by John Steinbeck that continues to resonate with readers across generations. This
novella, first published in 1937, captures the struggles, dreams, and harsh realities of life
during the Great Depression. Through its compelling characters and evocative
storytelling, Of Mice and Men offers insights into friendship, loneliness, and the pursuit of
the American Dream. Let’s dive into what makes this literary work so enduring and why it
remains a staple in both academic and casual discussions.

The Historical Context Behind Of Mice and Men

Understanding the backdrop of the Great Depression is key to appreciating the depth of
Steinbeck’s narrative. The 1930s were marked by severe economic hardship, widespread
unemployment, and a sense of disillusionment for many Americans. Steinbeck, himself
deeply empathetic to the plight of the working class, channels these experiences into the
story of two itinerant workers, George Milton and Lennie Small, who navigate a world
filled with uncertainty.

This historical setting isn’t just a backdrop; it shapes the characters’ motivations and the
overall themes of the novella. The transient lifestyle of ranch workers, the scarcity of
opportunities, and the desperate longing for stability and home form the essence of the
struggles depicted in Of Mice and Men.

Key Themes Explored in Of Mice and Men

Steinbeck weaves multiple themes throughout the novella, each adding layers of meaning
and emotional weight. Here are some of the most prominent themes that emerge:

The Fragility of Dreams

At the heart of Of Mice and Men lies the dream that George and Lennie share—a small
piece of land they hope to call their own. This dream represents hope, freedom, and self-
sufficiency. However, Steinbeck poignantly illustrates how fragile such dreams can be,
especially in an unforgiving world. The dream serves as a beacon for the characters, yet it
remains just out of reach, symbolizing the broader human experience of yearning for a
better life.



Loneliness and Companionship

Loneliness permeates the lives of many characters in the novella. From Crooks, the
isolated black stable hand, to Curley’s wife, whose gender and circumstances leave her
marginalized, Steinbeck exposes the human need for connection. Contrasting these
solitary figures, the friendship between George and Lennie shines as a rare example of
companionship, underscoring the importance of loyalty and understanding in a lonely
world.

The Nature of Power and Vulnerability

Power dynamics surface throughout the story, whether through physical strength, social
status, or prejudice. Lennie’s immense physical power contrasts with his mental
vulnerability, while Curley’s position as the boss’s son gives him authority that he wields
aggressively. This interplay highlights how power can be both protective and destructive,
shaping characters’ interactions and fates.

Character Analysis: Understanding the Central
Figures

Characters in Of Mice and Men are richly drawn, each representing different facets of the
human condition. Let’s take a closer look at the central figures who drive the narrative
forward.

George Milton: The Protector and Dreamer

George is a complex character who balances practicality with hope. His protective nature
toward Lennie is rooted in friendship but also in a sense of responsibility. George’s dreams
for a better future reveal his desire to break free from the cycle of hardship, yet he
remains grounded in reality, often confronting the harshness of their circumstances.

Lennie Small: Innocence and Tragedy

Lennie’s character embodies innocence and childlike simplicity but also an overwhelming
physical strength that leads to unintended consequences. His mental challenges and
dependence on George create a poignant dynamic, eliciting both empathy and heartbreak.
Lennie’s innocence juxtaposed with the harsh world around him amplifies the novella’s
tragic tone.



Supporting Characters and Their Symbolism

- **Candy**: The aging ranch hand who clings to the dream of a better life, representing
the fear of obsolescence and loneliness.
- **Curley**: The aggressive boss’s son, symbolizing unchecked authority and insecurity.
- **Curley’s wife**: Often seen as a symbol of isolation and unfulfilled dreams, she
challenges gender roles of the era.
- **Crooks**: His racial isolation highlights the systemic discrimination prevalent during
the time.

The Literary Style and Symbolism in Of Mice and
Men

Steinbeck’s writing style in Of Mice and Men is notable for its simplicity and vivid
imagery. The novella’s concise prose enhances the emotional impact, allowing readers to
engage deeply with the characters and themes without distraction.

Symbolism That Enriches the Narrative

Several symbols recur throughout the story, adding layers of meaning:

- **The Dream Farm**: Represents hope, freedom, and self-determination.
- **The Dead Mouse and Puppies**: Symbolize innocence, vulnerability, and the harshness
of reality.
- **The Setting**: The California ranch serves as a microcosm of society, reflecting
economic hardship and social hierarchies.

Use of Foreshadowing

Steinbeck masterfully employs foreshadowing to build tension and prepare readers for the
novella’s tragic climax. Subtle hints about Lennie’s strength and the consequences of his
actions create an atmosphere of inevitability that underscores the story’s emotional
power.

Why Of Mice and Men Still Matters Today

Despite being set nearly a century ago, Of Mice and Men continues to hold relevance. Its
exploration of universal themes like friendship, dreams, and societal marginalization
resonates in contemporary discussions about human rights, mental health, and economic
inequality.



Many educators include this novella in curricula worldwide because it prompts critical
thinking and empathy. Readers are encouraged to reflect on how circumstances shape
individuals’ choices and the importance of compassion in a complex world.

Tips for Reading and Teaching Of Mice and Men

For those encountering the novella for the first time or teaching it, here are some
strategies to deepen understanding:

- **Contextualize the Era**: Provide background on the Great Depression to appreciate the
characters’ struggles.
- **Discuss Character Motivations**: Explore why characters behave as they do,
considering their social and personal circumstances.
- **Analyze Themes and Symbols**: Encourage identifying recurring motifs and their
significance.
- **Engage with Adaptations**: Watching film or stage adaptations can offer fresh
perspectives on the story.
- **Reflect on Modern Parallels**: Connect themes to current social issues to make the
story more relatable.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Of Mice and Men has been adapted into various formats, including films, stage plays, and
radio dramas. The 1939 film adaptation starring Lon Chaney Jr. and Burgess Meredith
remains a classic, while numerous theatrical productions continue to bring the story to life
for new audiences.

The novella’s influence extends beyond literature, inspiring discussions about friendship
and human dignity in times of hardship. Its title, drawn from Robert Burns’ poem “To a
Mouse,” emphasizes the unpredictability of life and the vulnerability shared by all
creatures.

As you explore Of Mice and Men, you’ll find that its blend of simple storytelling and
profound themes invites readers to ponder what it means to hope, to care, and to face the
world with resilience—even when the odds seem insurmountable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Of Mice and Men'?
The main theme of 'Of Mice and Men' is the pursuit of the American Dream and the harsh
reality of loneliness and isolation faced by marginalized individuals during the Great
Depression.



Who are the two main characters in 'Of Mice and Men'?
The two main characters are George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant
ranch workers who travel together seeking employment during the Great Depression.

Why does George take care of Lennie in 'Of Mice and
Men'?
George takes care of Lennie because Lennie has a mental disability and depends on
George for guidance and protection. Their relationship highlights themes of friendship and
responsibility.

What is the significance of the title 'Of Mice and Men'?
The title is derived from Robert Burns' poem 'To a Mouse,' which reflects on how even the
best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry, symbolizing the characters' struggles and
shattered dreams.

How does Steinbeck portray loneliness in 'Of Mice and
Men'?
Steinbeck portrays loneliness through characters like Crooks, Candy, and Curley's wife,
who each experience isolation due to race, age, or gender, emphasizing the human need
for connection.

What role does Curley's wife play in the novel?
Curley's wife represents the theme of loneliness and unfulfilled dreams, as she is the only
significant female character who feels isolated and trapped in a male-dominated
environment.

Why is Lennie's death significant in 'Of Mice and Men'?
Lennie's death is significant as it symbolizes the tragic end of George and Lennie's shared
dream and raises questions about mercy, justice, and the harsh realities of their world.

How does Steinbeck use foreshadowing in 'Of Mice and
Men'?
Steinbeck uses foreshadowing through events such as Lennie's past troubles and the
death of Candy's dog, hinting at Lennie's eventual fate and the novel's tragic conclusion.

What is the importance of the setting in 'Of Mice and
Men'?
The setting during the Great Depression on a ranch in California highlights the economic
struggles of the era and serves as a backdrop for exploring themes of poverty, dreams,



and human connection.

How does the novel address the concept of the American
Dream?
The novel addresses the American Dream by portraying George and Lennie's hope to own
a piece of land and be self-sufficient, illustrating both the allure and the elusiveness of that
dream for many during the 1930s.

Additional Resources
Of Mice and Men: A Timeless Exploration of Friendship and Dreams Amidst Hardship

of mice and men is a novella that has captured the attention of readers, scholars, and
critics since its publication in 1937. Written by John Steinbeck, this succinct yet profound
narrative delves into the lives of displaced ranch workers during the Great Depression.
Through its exploration of friendship, dreams, loneliness, and societal challenges, *Of
Mice and Men* remains a cornerstone of American literature, offering timeless insights
into human nature and social dynamics.

Contextualizing "Of Mice and Men" in American
Literature

Set against the backdrop of the 1930s, *Of Mice and Men* reflects the economic hardships
and social unrest that defined the Great Depression era. Steinbeck’s work is often
classified within the genre of social realism, aiming to portray the struggles of everyday
people with raw honesty. Unlike sprawling epics, this novella’s concise format intensifies
its emotional impact, focusing on the intimate relationship between two men, George
Milton and Lennie Small, whose contrasting personalities highlight themes of dependency,
hope, and tragedy.

The narrative’s setting—a rural California ranch—serves as a microcosm of American
society during this period. It exposes the precarious existence of itinerant workers,
underscoring issues of economic instability, racial discrimination, and the elusive nature
of the American Dream. In this way, *Of Mice and Men* functions not only as a character-
driven story but also as a social commentary that resonates with contemporary discussions
about inequality and marginalization.

In-depth Analysis of Central Themes



Friendship and Dependency

At the heart of *Of Mice and Men* lies the profound bond between George and Lennie.
Their friendship defies the isolation typical of itinerant workers, who often live transient
lives marked by loneliness. George’s protective role over Lennie, who has a mental
disability, reveals a nuanced dynamic of care and responsibility. This relationship
challenges traditional notions of masculinity by emphasizing vulnerability and compassion.

The theme of dependency operates on multiple levels. Lennie depends on George for
guidance and safety, while George’s companionship is motivated by loyalty as well as a
personal need for connection. This interdependence contrasts starkly with the other ranch
workers, who are portrayed as solitary figures, underscoring the harshness of their
environment.

The American Dream and Its Elusiveness

The motif of the American Dream is central to the novella’s narrative arc. George and
Lennie share a vision of owning a piece of land—a dream that symbolizes autonomy,
stability, and happiness. This aspiration reflects a universal human desire for self-
determination and security, especially poignant in the context of economic despair.

However, Steinbeck’s portrayal is unflinchingly realistic. The dream remains perpetually
out of reach, emphasizing the structural barriers that prevent marginalized individuals
from achieving social mobility. This tension between hope and disillusionment serves as a
critical commentary on the myth of equal opportunity in America.

Loneliness and Alienation

Loneliness pervades the lives of the characters beyond George and Lennie. Figures such
as Crooks, the African American stable hand, and Curley’s wife, who is unnamed
throughout the novella, embody the social alienation caused by race, gender, and class.
Their experiences highlight the intersectionality of oppression and the human yearning for
companionship.

Steinbeck’s depiction of isolation is nuanced; characters often seek connection but are
thwarted by societal prejudices and personal circumstances. This pervasive loneliness
adds to the novella’s tragic tone and underscores the fragility of human relationships.

Character Dynamics and Symbolism

Steinbeck’s characters are crafted with psychological depth and symbolic significance.
Lennie’s physical strength paired with mental limitations symbolizes innocence and the
potential for destruction. George’s pragmatism and protective instincts represent both
hope and the burdens of responsibility.



Other characters, such as Candy, the aging ranch hand, embody fears of obsolescence,
while Curley’s aggressive demeanor reflects insecurity and social dominance. Curley’s
wife, often interpreted as a symbol of temptation and loneliness, challenges the
patriarchal structures that confine her.

The setting itself functions symbolically. The natural landscape contrasts with the
harshness of the ranch, representing freedom versus confinement. The dream of land
ownership is not merely economic but also a symbol of personal dignity and belonging.

Comparative Perspectives and Critical Reception

Since its release, *Of Mice and Men* has been both celebrated and scrutinized. Its
straightforward prose and powerful themes have made it a staple in educational curricula
worldwide. However, discussions around its portrayal of race, disability, and gender have
sparked debates about sensitivity and representation.

Comparatively, *Of Mice and Men* shares thematic affinities with Steinbeck’s *The
Grapes of Wrath*, another work addressing economic hardship and social justice. While
*The Grapes of Wrath* offers a broader societal perspective, *Of Mice and Men* provides
an intimate focus on individual experience.

The novella’s adaptability to stage and screen underscores its enduring relevance. Each
adaptation sheds new light on its themes, inviting contemporary audiences to reflect on
the historical and ongoing challenges depicted.

Why "Of Mice and Men" Remains Relevant Today

The enduring relevance of *Of Mice and Men* lies in its exploration of universal human
experiences—hope, despair, connection, and alienation. In modern contexts, its themes
resonate amid ongoing discussions about mental health, social inequality, and the pursuit
of dreams in an uncertain world.

Its accessibility and emotional depth make it a valuable tool for educators and readers
seeking to understand the complexities of human relationships and societal pressures.
Furthermore, the novella’s concise structure provides a powerful narrative without
sacrificing thematic richness, a balance that continues to attract literary analysis and
interpretation.

Exploring *Of Mice and Men* invites reflection on how historical contexts shape human
behavior and how literature can foster empathy across time and social divides. Steinbeck’s
work challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths while appreciating the enduring
strength of friendship and hope.

---

Through its layered characters and poignant storytelling, *Of Mice and Men* remains a



profound meditation on the human condition. Its exploration of friendship against the
odds, the fragility of dreams, and the impact of societal forces continues to provoke
thought and inspire dialogue, securing its place as a landmark of American literature.

Of Mice And Men

  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2022-08-16 John Steinbeck's Of Mice and
Men is a poignant novella that delves into the complexities of friendship and the American Dream
during the Great Depression. Through the intertwined lives of George and Lennie, Steinbeck
masterfully employs simple yet evocative language that captures the harsh realities faced by
itinerant workers, juxtaposed with moments of humor and tenderness. The narrative structure
weaves together themes of isolation, ambition, and societal disenfranchisement, set against the stark
backdrop of California's Salinas Valley, creating a rich literary tapestry that reflects the zeitgeist of
the 1930s. Steinbeck, born in 1902 in Salinas, California, was deeply influenced by the
socio-economic conditions and struggles of the working class in his hometown. His own experiences
as a laborer and his observations of farm workers' hardships informed his portrayal of George and
Lennie. Steinbeck's empathy for the disenfranchised is evident throughout his oeuvre, and this
novella is no exception, standing as a testament to his commitment to social realism and human
compassion. Of Mice and Men is not only a classic of American literature but also a profound
exploration of existential themes that resonate with contemporary readers. Its exploration of
friendship in the face of adversity and the quest for identity make it a must-read for anyone seeking
a deeper understanding of human relationships and societal challenges.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1993-09-01 A controversial tale of
friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression They are an unlikely pair: George is small and
quick and dark of face; Lennie, a man of tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet they
have formed a family, clinging together in the face of loneliness and alienation. Laborers in
California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be
within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations of a flirtatious
woman, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught
him. A thriller, a gripping tale . . . that you will not set down until it is finished. Steinbeck has
touched the quick. —The New York Times
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1937 THE STORY: Two drifters, George
and his friend Lennie, with delusions of living off the fat of the land, have just arrived at a ranch to
work for enough money to buy their own place. Lennie is a man-child, a little boy in the body of a
dangerousl
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1994-02-01 A controversial tale of
friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression A Penguin Classic Over seventy-five years since
its first publication, Steinbeck’s tale of commitment, loneliness, hope, and loss remains one of
America’s most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant
workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. They hustle
work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own
an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas
Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even George cannot guard
Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the
things George taught him. Of Mice and Men represents an experiment in form, which Steinbeck
described as “a kind of playable novel, written in a novel form but so scened and set that it can be

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/of-mice-and-men.pdf


played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved remarkable success as a novel, a
Broadway play, and three acclaimed films. This edition features an introduction by Susan
Shillinglaw, one of today’s leading Steinbeck scholars. For more than seventy years, Penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 2020-12-29 Summary of the book Of Mice
and Men is a novella written by John Steinbeck. Published in 1937, it narrates the experiences of
George Milton and Lennie Small, two displaced migrant ranch workers, who move from place to
place in California in search of new job opportunities during the Great Depression in the United
States.
  of mice and men: The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's of Mice and Men Michael J.
Meyer, 2009-04-23 First published in 1937, Of Mice and Men has been a staple of American
literature ever since. Divided by decade, The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's Of Mice and
Men provides an overview of criticism over the 70 years the book has been in print. Michael J. Meyer
has assembled significant articles and book excerpts from critics and reviewers, citing the early
book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men Charlotte Cook Hadella, 1995 At the core of the story
Steinbeck wrote as a play-novella are the well-known characters of Lenny and George, migrant
workers, lifelong companions, the one hugely strong and mentally deficient, the other small, wiry,
and quick-minded. Hadella offers a complete analysis of these characters and their relationship,
bringing to bear both Jungian and biblical mythology and comparing them with figures in other
Steinbeck works.
  of mice and men: A Study Guide for John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men: Teacher's Deluxe Edition John Steinbeck, 2013-01-03
Penguin Classics presents John Steinbeck’s classic tale as an eBook enhanced with ten exclusive
video clips featuring students responses, questions for classroom discussions, and an American
Dream assignment Nobel Prize-winner John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains one of America's
most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant workers in
California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. Laborers in California's
dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For
George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When
they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their
grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of
Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men: Teacher’s
Edition includes the following: • An introduction and suggested further reading by Susan
Shillinglaw, a professor of English at San Jose State University and Scholar-in-Residence at the
National Steinbeck Center in Salinas • The poem “To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with
the Plough, November 1785” by Robert Burns (the original source of Steinbeck’s title Of Mice and
Men) • The 1962 Nobel Banquet Speech by John Steinbeck • An exclusive audio interview with
award-winning actor James Earl Jones on his stage performances in Of Mice and Men • Ten
exclusive videos of students on major themes from the novel tied to group discussion questions
included in the eBook, and an American Dream assignment, for the ultimate educational experience
  of mice and men: The Story Behind John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Brian Williams,
Brenda Williams, 2007 How does this novel expose the racism of the 1930s? How was life changing



for women in the 1930s? How did the Great Depression influence John Steinbeck? Discover how the
Great Depression inspired the story of two lonely drifters.
  of mice and men: Friendship in John Steinbeck's "Of Mice and Men" Simon Essig,
2021-06-21 Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Tubingen (Amerikanstik), course: Introduction to
Literary Studies, language: English, abstract: The purpose of this essay is to reflect the different
dimensions of friendship and discuss from what perspectives the relationship of the two migrant
farm workers can be perceived. It juxtaposes different approaches by critics in order to gain a wider
understanding of the relevance of friendship in “Of Mice and Men”. This essay’s aim is not to deal
with the subject thoroughly; however it emphasizes some important levels of friendship as they are
focused in Steinbeck’s work.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men Ruud Janssens, 2004 Annotation. This title can be
previewed in Google Books - http://books.google.com/books?vid=ISBN9789056293314.
  of mice and men: OF MICE AND MEN NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-07 If you need a free
PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com,
and I'll send you a copy! OF MICE AND MEN MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS
A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE OF MICE AND MEN MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR OF MICE AND MEN
KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL
ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE,
MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE
EFFECTIVELY.
  of mice and men: The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's of Mice and Men Michael J.
Meyer, 2009-04-23 First published in 1937, Of Mice and Men has been a staple of American
literature ever since. Divided by decade, The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's Of Mice and
Men provides an overview of criticism over the 70 years the book has been in print. Michael J. Meyer
has assembled significant articles and book excerpts from critics and reviewers, citing the early
book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck Harold Bloom, 2013 Provides a collection
of critical essays on Steinbeck's Of mice and men.
  of mice and men: CliffsNotes on Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Susan Van Kirk, 2011-05-18
The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters,
literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in the series also feature
glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In CliffsNotes on Of
Mice and Men, you'll meet drifters Lennie and George and recount their peculiar difficulties and
unusual bond. The CliffsNotes commentaries, summaries, and character analysis will show you why
this sweet, sad, and moving American story is considered to be one of Steinbeck's greatest works.
You'll also find Life and background of the author, John Steinbeck A short introduction to the novel A
character map that graphically illustrates the relationships among the characters Critical essays A
review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center with books, Web sites, films, and
magazine articles for further study Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it
all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Chad Ibbotson, 2016-10-20
Learn about life during the Great Depression while learning about friendship, survival and prejudice.
Our versatile resource allows large group interaction or independent work as an assessment.
Become familiar with tricky words from the novel prior to reading by using them in a sentence. We



include examples from the text that show characters exploiting the weaknesses of others. Draw a
picture of George's ideal piece of land as he describes it to Lennie and Candy. Imagine the story
taking place today, and rewrite the beginning to reflect this change. List the essential themes of the
novel on a bindle organizer. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy,
additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the
Novel: Of Mice and Men is the controversial novella by John Steinbeck that follows two migrant
workers as they look for work during the Great Depression. Located in California, ranch workers
George Milton and Lennie Small move on to look for work. George is lean and intelligent, while
Lennie is large and strong. The pair share a dream of one day owning their own land. Lennie's part
of the dream is to be able to touch soft rabbits, as he likes to touch soft things. George and Lennie
find themselves on a ranch with Candy, an old-aged ranch hand and Slim. Candy offers to give $350
for George and Lennie to buy their land if Candy can live with them. Unfortunate events at the ranch
make sure that dream never takes place.
  of mice and men: Study Guide to Of Mice and Men and Other Works by John Steinbeck
Intelligent Education, 2020-09-26 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay,
and test prep for selected works byJohn Steinbeck’s, 1962 Nobel Prize in Literature winner. Titles in
this study guide include The Grapes of Wrath, The Pearl, Of Mice and Men, Cannery Row, East of
Eden, and The Winter of our Discontent. As an author of the Civil Rights Era, Steinbeck effectively
writes symbolic structures and conveys social criticism in a progressively idealistic tone. Moreover,
his proletarian themes strike a universal chord with readers as they battle with moral and complex
ideologies. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of John Steinbeck’s
classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood the literary test of
time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work -
Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As
The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of
literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This
set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay
questions and answers as well as topics for further research.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature Kristin Kemp,
2015-05-01 Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature provides lesson plans and
activities designed specifically for this classic novel by John Steinbeck. This valuable resource guides
teachers in a rich and deep exploration of the text with ways to add rigor with complex literature.
Readers will enjoy their analysis of this story while evaluating its themes of friendship and loss
through close reading, text-based vocabulary practice, and fun activities and lessons.
Text-dependent questions help students analyze the story, and close reading activities require
students to use textual evidence as they revisit passages for deeper analysis. With various methods
of assessing comprehension, this instructional guide offers strategies for cross-curricular activities
as students build an in-depth understanding of this classic tale.
  of mice and men: Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide SparkNotes, John Steinbeck,
2014-04-09 Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide by John Steinbeck Making the reading
experience fun! When a paper is due, and dreaded exams loom, here's the lit-crit help students need
to succeed! SparkNotes Literature Guides make studying smarter, better, and faster. They provide
chapter-by-chapter analysis; explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols; a review quiz; and
essay topics. Lively and accessible, SparkNotes is perfect for late-night studying and paper writing.
Includes: An A+ Essay—an actual literary essay written about the Spark-ed book—to show students
how a paper should be written. 16 pages devoted to writing a literary essay including: a glossary of
literary terms Step-by-step tutoring on how to write a literary essay A feature on how not to
plagiarize
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Of Mice and Men - Wikipedia Of Mice and Men is a 1937 novella written by American author John
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