my very first of shapes

My Very First of Shapes: A Journey Into the World of Geometry

my very first of shapes is often a memorable milestone in early childhood education, marking the
beginning of a lifelong fascination with the forms that make up the world around us. From the
simplest circles and squares to more complex polygons and three-dimensional solids, shapes are the
foundational building blocks of visual understanding. Whether you’re a parent introducing your child
to basic geometry or someone revisiting the basics yourself, exploring “my very first of shapes” offers
an engaging way to appreciate the beauty and utility of shapes in everyday life.

Understanding My Very First of Shapes: Why It Matters

When we talk about “my very first of shapes,” we're essentially referring to the initial exposure to
basic geometric figures that often occurs in preschool or early elementary education. This early
introduction is crucial because shapes are everywhere—from the roundness of a ball to the square
tiles on a floor, the triangular roof of a house, and the rectangular screens we use daily.

Recognizing and naming shapes enhances visual-spatial skills, which are vital for reading, writing,
mathematics, and even problem-solving. It lays the groundwork for more advanced concepts such as

symmetry, measurement, and pattern recognition. Furthermore, shapes foster creativity, especially
when children use them to create drawings, crafts, and models.

Common Shapes in My Very First of Shapes

The shapes most often introduced first include:

e Circle: A round shape with no edges or corners, perfect for representing objects like wheels or
the sun.

e Square: A shape with four equal sides and four right angles, often seen in windows, tiles, and
books.

e Triangle: A three-sided polygon that can vary in type—equilateral, isosceles, or
scalene—commonly found in road signs and pyramids.

e Rectangle: Similar to a square but with two longer sides, resembling doors, screens, and
tables.

Introducing these shapes serves as the foundation for recognizing more complex figures and
understanding their properties.



How to Introduce My Very First of Shapes to Children

Teaching shapes can be a fun and interactive experience if approached creatively. Below are some
effective methods to make “my very first of shapes” memorable and engaging.

Use Everyday Objects

Children learn best when they can connect abstract concepts to tangible experiences. Point out
shapes in everyday objects around the house or outdoors. For example:

e |dentify round fruits like oranges and apples (circles).
e Look at the windows and doors to find rectangles and squares.

e Spot triangular roof tops or slices of pizza.

This real-world association helps solidify understanding and makes shapes relevant.

Incorporate Play-Based Learning
Games and activities are excellent tools. Some ideas include:
1. Shape sorting toys where children match blocks to corresponding holes.

2. Drawing and coloring shapes to develop fine motor skills and shape recognition.

3. Building shapes with playdough or sticks to explore 3D geometry.

These hands-on activities encourage exploration and curiosity.

Storytelling with Shapes

Crafting stories around shapes can deepen children’s engagement. For example, you might tell a tale
of “Circle the Happy Sun” or “Square the Strong House,” personifying shapes to create emotional
connections.



Exploring Advanced Concepts Beyond My Very First of
Shapes

Once the basics are mastered, children can move on to more complex geometry. This progression
includes:

Introducing 3D Shapes

After 2D shapes, kids can explore three-dimensional shapes like cubes, spheres, cones, and cylinders.
Understanding these shapes helps children grasp volume, surface area, and spatial relationships.

Understanding Shape Properties

Encourage learners to investigate properties such as the number of sides, angles, and symmetry. For
instance, discovering that all squares are rectangles but not all rectangles are squares introduces
critical thinking.

Patterns and Tessellations

Using “my very first of shapes” as building blocks, children can create repeating patterns and
tessellations, which are arrangements of shapes that cover a plane without gaps. This introduces
concepts of repetition, order, and even artistic design.

Benefits of Learning Shapes Early On

Introducing shapes early in education offers several benefits beyond basic recognition:

Improved Math Skills: Shapes form the basis of geometry, measurement, and spatial
reasoning essential to mathematics.

Enhanced Reading Skills: Recognizing shapes helps in distinguishing letters and
understanding sentence structures.

Better Problem-Solving: Understanding how shapes fit and relate to each other develops
critical thinking.

Boosted Creativity: Using shapes in art and design nurtures imagination and innovation.

These advantages underscore why “my very first of shapes” is a foundational step in education.



Tips for Parents and Educators on Teaching My Very
First of Shapes

Whether you're a parent or teacher, here are some practical tips to make learning shapes effective
and enjoyable:

Keep it Fun: Use games, songs, and storytelling to maintain interest.

Be Patient: Every child learns at their own pace. Celebrate small milestones.

Use Visual Aids: Flashcards, posters, and interactive apps can reinforce lessons.

Encourage Exploration: Allow kids to discover shapes through play and real-world
observations.

Integrate Shapes in Daily Routine: Incorporate shape recognition during meal times, walks,
or play.

These strategies create a nurturing environment for a child’s geometric journey.

The Role of Technology in Learning My Very First of
Shapes

In the digital age, technology offers numerous resources to support shape learning. Educational apps
and games provide interactive experiences that adapt to a child’s learning level. Animated videos
often bring shapes to life, making abstract concepts tangible.

Moreover, augmented reality (AR) apps allow children to manipulate 3D shapes virtually, offering a
hands-on experience without physical materials. While technology is a powerful tool, balancing screen
time with physical activities remains essential.

My Very First of Shapes in Art and Culture

Shapes do not exist only in math and education; they permeate art, design, and culture. Artists use
shapes to compose visually compelling works, while architects rely on geometric principles to design
structures that are both functional and aesthetically pleasing.

Understanding “my very first of shapes” can ignite an appreciation for how shapes influence logos,
patterns in textiles, and even cultural symbols. This awareness adds depth to a learner’s perception
of the world.



Embarking on the exploration of “my very first of shapes” opens up a fascinating world where
mathematics, art, and everyday life intersect. Whether it's the simple joy of recognizing a circle or the
excitement of building a cube with blocks, shapes provide endless opportunities for learning and
creativity. With the right approach, anyone can develop a lasting appreciation for the forms that
shape our universe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'My Very First Book of Shapes' about?

'My Very First Book of Shapes' is an educational book designed to introduce young children to basic
geometric shapes through colorful illustrations and simple text.

Who is the target audience for ‘My Very First Book of Shapes'?

The target audience for 'My Very First Book of Shapes' is toddlers and preschoolers, typically ages 1
to 4, who are beginning to learn about shapes and colors.

How does 'My Very First Book of Shapes' help in early
childhood development?

The book helps early childhood development by enhancing shape recognition, improving vocabulary,
and fostering visual and cognitive skills through engaging and interactive content.

What types of shapes are covered in 'My Very First Book of
Shapes'?

The book covers basic shapes such as circles, squares, triangles, rectangles, ovals, and diamonds to
help children identify and differentiate common geometric forms.

Are there interactive elements in ‘My Very First Book of
Shapes'?

Yes, many editions of 'My Very First Book of Shapes' include interactive elements like lift-the-flap
pages, textured surfaces, or colorful illustrations to engage children and encourage hands-on
learning.

Can 'My Very First Book of Shapes' be used for
homeschooling?

Absolutely, 'My Very First Book of Shapes' is an excellent resource for homeschooling parents to
introduce foundational geometry concepts in a fun and accessible way.



What skills can children develop by reading ‘My Very First
Book of Shapes'?

Children can develop shape recognition, fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, language skills, and
early math readiness by reading and interacting with the book.

Is 'My Very First Book of Shapes' suitable for bilingual
learning?

Yes, some versions of the book are available in bilingual formats, helping children learn shape names
and concepts in two languages simultaneously.

Where can | purchase 'My Very First Book of Shapes'?

'‘My Very First Book of Shapes' can be purchased online through retailers like Amazon, in bookstores,
and sometimes at educational supply stores.

Are there digital versions of 'My Very First Book of Shapes'?

Yes, digital versions and interactive e-books of 'My Very First Book of Shapes' are available on various
platforms, allowing children to learn shapes through tablets and smartphones.

Additional Resources

My Very First of Shapes: An Analytical Exploration of Early Geometric Learning

my very first of shapes is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates a fundamental phase in
cognitive and visual development, especially within early childhood education. The introduction to
basic geometric shapes serves as the cornerstone for spatial reasoning, mathematical understanding,
and even artistic expression. This article delves into the significance of initial shape recognition, the
educational methodologies behind it, and its broader implications in learning and development.

The Importance of Early Shape Recognition

From infancy, humans begin to interact with the world largely through visual stimuli. The recognition
of shapes such as circles, squares, triangles, and rectangles forms the foundation for more complex
pattern identification and problem-solving skills. The phrase “my very first of shapes” often refers to
the initial encounters children have with these fundamental geometric forms.

Early shape learning is critical for several reasons. First, it supports language development by
associating names with objects and forms. Second, it enhances visual-spatial intelligence, a skill
essential not only in mathematics but also in everyday tasks such as navigation and object
manipulation. Third, shape recognition is closely linked to fine motor skills when children begin to
draw, cut, or build with shape-based objects.



Educational Approaches to Teaching Shapes

The process of teaching shapes varies widely across educational systems and learning environments.
Traditional approaches often rely on flashcards, picture books, and shape-sorting toys, facilitating the
recognition of standard shapes through repetition and association. More contemporary pedagogical
methods incorporate multisensory experiences, encouraging children to engage with shapes
physically and visually in dynamic ways.

For example, Montessori education emphasizes hands-on learning with tangible objects like geometric
solids to teach three-dimensional shapes, expanding beyond flat, two-dimensional forms. This tactile
engagement helps solidify concepts and supports kinesthetic learners. Digital learning tools have also
introduced interactive shape recognition games that adapt to a learner’s pace and provide instant
feedback, enhancing motivation and retention.

Analyzing Core Shapes and Their Educational Value

When discussing “my very first of shapes,” it is essential to identify which shapes typically constitute
this initial set and why they are chosen. The most common basic shapes introduced to children
include:

e Circle: Universally recognized and symbolizing unity and completeness, circles are simple yet
foundational.

e Square: Represents stability and balance, often used to teach the concept of equal sides and
angles.

e Triangle: Introduces the idea of corners and different side lengths, fostering comparative
analysis.

* Rectangle: Similar to squares but with varied side lengths, helping differentiate shapes within
the same family.

These shapes are selected because of their distinct characteristics and prevalence in the
environment, making real-world connections easier for learners. Recognizing these shapes enables
children to categorize objects and understand spatial relationships, which are crucial cognitive skills.

Comparisons and Cognitive Impact

Research in developmental psychology highlights that early exposure to shapes positively correlates
with later academic success, particularly in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) subjects. Children who can differentiate and manipulate shapes tend to perform better
in geometry and problem-solving tasks.



Comparatively, some educational tools focus exclusively on 2D shapes, while others integrate 3D
forms such as spheres, cubes, and pyramids. Incorporating three-dimensional shapes introduces
volume and surface area concepts, which are vital to advanced mathematics and real-world
applications. However, starting with two-dimensional shapes as “my very first of shapes” provides a
simpler, more accessible foundation.

The Role of Technology and Interactive Media

With the rise of digital education, interactive platforms have transformed how children encounter their
first shapes. Applications and games designed around shape recognition utilize animations, sound
effects, and rewards systems to engage young learners effectively.

For instance, touchscreen tablets allow children to trace shapes with their fingers, reinforcing muscle
memory alongside visual recognition. Augmented reality (AR) tools can project shapes into the
physical environment, blending tangible and virtual learning experiences. These technological
advancements cater to diverse learning styles and can accelerate the mastery of fundamental
geometric concepts.

Pros and Cons of Digital vs. Traditional Methods

* Pros of Digital Learning: Interactive, adaptable, engaging, immediate feedback, and
accessible from various devices.

* Cons of Digital Learning: Screen time concerns, potential distractions, and less physical
interaction.

e Pros of Traditional Learning: Hands-on experience, development of fine motor skills, and
direct human interaction.

e Cons of Traditional Learning: Limited adaptability, slower feedback, and potential lack of
engagement for digital-native children.

Balancing these methods can optimize early shape learning experiences, ensuring that children gain
both tactile and cognitive benefits from their “very first of shapes.”

Integrating Shape Recognition into Broader
Curriculums

Shape education is seldom isolated. It integrates naturally with literacy, art, and science lessons. For
example, storybooks that feature shape-based narratives help reinforce vocabulary and
comprehension. Artistic activities such as collage-making or clay modeling encourage creative



expression while solidifying geometric understanding.

Furthermore, scientific exploration of natural shapes—Ilike hexagonal honeycombs or spherical
planets—links geometry with real-world phenomena. This interdisciplinary approach nurtures curiosity
and contextual learning, making “my very first of shapes” not just an isolated lesson but a gateway to
multiple domains of knowledge.

The journey through early geometry is foundational yet complex. Recognizing and interacting with
shapes unlocks patterns in nature, architecture, and technology, grounding children’s learning in both
theory and practical application. As educational techniques evolve, the essence of “my very first of
shapes” remains a pivotal milestone in the lifelong pursuit of knowledge.

My Very First Of Shapes

my very first of shapes: My Very First Book of Shapes Eric Carle, 2005-05-19 Can you find
what is round? What is square? In this timeless new split-pageboard book, children can find the
bottom half of a page that matches the top half. Find the right pairs, and you will learn to identify all
kinds of shapes. From dome-shaped ladybugs to diamond- shaped kites, this clever board book
makes learning fun.

my very first of shapes: My Very First Shape Book Kelly Common, 2022-06-20 From pizza to
ice cream cones, planets, and more! This book shows your little one the basic shapes in reference to
the real-world items around them.

my very first of shapes: Daily Discoveries for JUNE Elizabeth Cole Midgley, 2006-03-01
Provides language arts, social studies, writing, math, science, health, music, drama, physical fitness,
and art activities for use in kindergarten through sixth grade classes which celebrate the month of
June. Includes lists of books and bulletin board ideas.

my very first of shapes: Let's Sew Together Rubyellen Bratcher, 2014-05-20 Simple sewing
techniques make craft time fun for kids and grown-ups alike, with ideas for vintage-inspired clothes,
accessories, quirky home décor, cute toys, and sweet gifts designed by the mom behind the popular
parenting and craft blog Cakies. Don't just sew for your kids. Sew with them! Rubyellen Bratcher
has invented 30 simple projects that encourage families to spend more time together through DIY
activities. This mom of four learned how to sew at her local fabric shop, but soon found that her
daughters were her greatest source of inspiration. Documenting her family's daily life and DIY
adventures online, Rubyellen's blog, Cakies, has steadily grown into a destination for parents and
crafters of all ages. In her first book, she offers 30 projects for kids and grown-ups to make together,
including a handpainted skirt, scribbled placemats, a robot friend, easy felt party garlands,
overstuffed dollhouse pillows, a gorgeous world-map quilt, and much more. Each chapter also
includes no-sew projects, educational activities, play ideas, and reading suggestions to encourage
imagination and learning.

my very first of shapes: Color and Shape Books for All Ages Cathie Hilterbran Cooper,
2000 Color and Shape Books for All Ages calls attention to more than 450 titles focused on the
concepts of color and shape. The purposes of the color and shape books range from simply learning
the names of colors or identifying simple shapes, to recognizing intricate geometric shapes, or even
understanding how color affects responses, moods, and attitudes.

my very first of shapes: Hey Kids! Out the Door, Let's Explore! Rhoda Redleaf, 2009-07-24
Open the door to exciting and fun learning adventures! Whether pastures or skyscrapers are outside
your door, the world around you is rich with learning opportunities. Walking trips are a terrific—and
inexpensive—way for children to explore and experience their community. Use children's interests
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as starting points to plan walks that are meaningful and engaging, and let children's natural
curiosity and wonder help guide their learning as they investigate neighborhood gardens, markets,
and even construction sites. With 27 nature, community, and concept walks, Hey Kids! Out the Door,
Let's Explore! promotes children's early learning. Included with each walk are vocabulary words and
related children's books; a list of suggested items to bring along; and tips to extend children's
learning before, during, and after the outing. You will also find planning and preparation materials,
sample permission forms, and guidelines for carrying out safe and educational walking trips.

my very first of shapes: Principles that Shape English Teacher Education Jessica R. Gallo,
Christopher Parsons, Heidi L. Hallman, 2024-03-02 This book is an opportunity to both explore the
concepts and theories that shape our current work as English educators and look ahead to new
directions for the future of the field. It examines practices that illustrate the principles that guide
English educators’ teaching of the English Language Arts Methods course. New directions for the
future of the field are also explored. The book’s chapters include both practical enactments and
theoretical examinations of teaching ELA methods courses. By including both theory and practice in
the chapters, this book attends to current realities and potential futures of the field.

my very first of shapes: Wiggle, Giggle, and Shake Rae Pica, 2001 Presents a
comprehensive guide that includes two hundred movement activities for children four through eight
that helps to stimulate imagination and positive attitudes.

my very first of shapes: Shape-Shifting Capital George Gonzdalez, 2015-05-20 Shape-Shifting
Capital: Spiritual Management, Critical Theory, and the Ethnographic Project is positioned at the
intersection of anthropology, critical theory, and philosophy of religion. First, Gonzalez explores the
phenomena of “workplace spirituality” in a language that is accessible to a general readership.
Taking contemporary trends in organizational management as a case study, he argues, by way of a
detailed ethnographic study of practitioners of workplace spirituality, that the conceptual and
institutional boundaries between religion, science, and capitalism are being redrawn by theologized
management appropriations of tropes borrowed from creativity theory and quantum mechanics.
Second, Gonzalez makes a case for a critical anthropology of religion that combines existential
concerns for biography and intentionality with poststructuralist concerns for power, arguing that the
ways in which the personalization of metaphor bridges personal and social histories also helps bring
about broader epistemic shifts in society. Finally, in a postsecular age in which capitalism itself is
explicitly and confidently “spiritual,” Gonzalez suggests that it is imperative to reorient our critical
energies towards a present day evaluation of postmodern capitalism’s boundary-blurring. Gonzalez
further argues that the kind of “existential deconstruction” performed by what he calls “existential
archeology” can serve the needs of any social criticism of neoliberal “religion” and corporate
spirituality.

my very first of shapes: Wonderfully Wordless William Patrick Martin, 2015-10-15
Wonderfully Wordless: The 500 Most Recommended Graphic Novels and Picture Books is the first
comprehensive best book guide to wordless picture books (and nearly wordless picture books). It is
an indispensable resource for parents and teachers who love graphic storytelling or who recognize
the value of these exceptional books in working with different types of students, particularly
preschool, English as a Second Language (ESL), and special needs, and creative writers. Every age
group will benefit from Wonderfully Wordless, from babies and toddlers encountering their first
books, to elementary age children captivated by the popular fantasy and adventure themes, to
teenagers attracted to graphic novels because of their more intense content and comic book format.
Even adults who are not yet readers will benefit from this uniquely authoritative resource because it
will provide a bridge to literacy and give them books that they can immediately share with their
children. Wonderfully Wordless is the ultimate guide to wordless and almost wordless books. Its 500
exemplary titles are a composite of 140 sources including recommendations from reference books,
award lists, book reviews, professional journals, literary blogs, and the collections of many of the
most prominent libraries in the United States and the English-speaking world. The US libraries
include the Boston Public Library, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Denver Library, New York Public



Library, and Seattle Public Library, as well as the academic libraries at Bank Street College, Miami
University, Michigan State University, Penn State University, Stanford University, and University of
Chicago. The international libraries include the University of Oxford, British Council Library India,
British Library, Hong Kong Public Libraries, National Library of the Philippines, Toronto Public
Library, Trinity College Library (Dublin), Vancouver Public Library, and the National Library of New
Zealand. The 500 books included here are generated from a database with 7,300 booklist entries. In
essence, the ranked list emerging from this compilation will constitute “votes” for the most popular
titles, the ones most experts agree are the best. By pooling the expertise from the US and other
English-speaking countries, Wonderfully Wordless is an unrivaled core list of classic and
contemporary titles. This authoritative reference book conveys not the opinion of one expert, but the
combined opinions of a legion of experts. If a single picture is worth a thousand words, then a
multitude of the picture-only texts is worth a compendium. Wonderfully Wordless is organized by
theme and format and readers should have no problem zeroing in on their favorite topics. There are
thirty-one chapters organized by topics such as Christmas Cheer, Character Values, Comedy Capers,
Pet Mischief, Creative Journeys, Fascinating Fantasies, and Marvelous Mysteries. There is a full
spectrum of wordless fiction and nonfiction, concept books, visual puzzles, board books, cloth books,
woodcut novels, graphic novels, and more.

my very first of shapes: Building a Core Print Collection for Preschoolers Alan R. Bailey,
2014-06-03 Valuable for regular use by caregivers as well as for collection development, this book
spotlights hundreds of titles that are engaging and fun for reader and preschooler alike.

my very first of shapes: The Giant Encyclopedia of Preschool Activities for
Four-year-olds Kathy Charner, 2004 Written just for four-year-olds, this collection of over 600
teacher-created, classroom-tested activities has everything from songs and books to activities in art,
circle time, transitions, science, math, language, music and movement, and more! Helpful classroom
management techniques are included. This complete resource of the best selections from a national
contest is sure to become a classroom favorite.

my very first of shapes: Studio Shape Up Chelsea Streifeneder, 2018-11-06 The information
you need to open a new fitness business, optimize the studio you have now, or take your profit up a
few notches. There is no reason why fitness businesses shouldn’t be thriving. This guide raises the
bar for studio owners and simply leaps over the “skills approach” other books preach about. In
building her own studio, Chelsea Streifeneder’s goal was to build a community of happy people who
know how to play as hard as they work and who understand that fun is an important part of a
healthy lifestyle, and now she aims to share her tools with others along with what is and isn’t
working for her. Studio Shape Up is like having your own personal business advocate, telling you
exactly the right moves to make at the right time to achieve the greatest possible results. This timely
gem changes the way studio owners can build, grow, and make their business the best it’s ever
been! “Not your run-of-the-mill fitness management book. It strikes a balance between standard
information and innovation [and] provides many examples of strategies she and other studio owners
have tried to arrive at their own place in the boutique fitness world. The book contains a lot of
innovative ideas to engage clients and connect with the community.” —Virginia S. Cowen, PhD,
Assistant Professor, Rutgers University Biomedical and Health Sciences “Quick read, a ready go-to
reference when issues threaten your business and a great book for beginner entrepreneurs and
those grappling with tough business decisions.” —Susan Kotulak, SuMoNo Design, NY

my very first of shapes: Real Classroom Makeovers Rebecca Isbell, Rebecca T. Isbell,
Pamela Evanshen, 2012 Real Classroom Makeovers shows early childhood teachers step-by-step how
small changes can transform their classrooms into wondrous environments for young children to
learn and develop. This book introduces and describes the philosophy behind creative learning
environments based on current early childhood education research-- Provided by publisher.

my very first of shapes: Out of Shape Mel Campbell, 2013-06-01 From corsets to skinny jeans,
we have always fretted about our body shapes and why it’s so damn difficult to find a good fit. In this
bold and entertaining book, Mel Campbell examines the tensions between our cultural ideals and our



own bodies. Combining lively interviews and personal experiences with visits to museums, galleries
and vintage fairs, Mel explores why we are still so critical of our various shapes and restricted by
old-fashioned values. Out of Shape reveals how, when it comes to clothes and sizing, the past and
present are cut from the same cloth.

my very first of shapes: The Science of Everyday Life Len Fisher, 2011-05 Uses the science
of everyday life to illustrate amazing, but invisible scientific principles. . . . Puts the fizz in physics.
Entertainment...

my very first of shapes: The Shape of Joy Richard Beck, 2024-10-15 Drawing from positive
psychology, author Richard Beck (Hunting Magic Eels) explores concepts like gratitude,
mindfulness, ego volume, and the small self to provide readers with a road map toward a healthier,
happier, and more fulfilling life.

my very first of shapes: Mrs. E's Extraordinary Colors and Shapes Activities Kathy
Etringer, 2007-09-01 Use favorite read-alouds to kick off hands-on activities that teach basic colors
and shapes. Each developmentally appropriate lesson includes clear, easy-to-follow instructions for
reading about, talking about and creating artwork that is all about these fundamentals of early
childhood learning. Bonus section features simple scissor skills activities. Award certificates
included too!

my very first of shapes: Shape of a Boy Kate Wickers, 2022-01-18 Life-affirming and
laugh-out-loud funny - HELEN FIELDING, AUTHOR OF BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY Shape of a Boy is
a hilarious and eye-opening travel memoir by the mother of three boys as she documents her travels
with her family around the world. ‘Have kids, will travel’ is veteran travel journalist Kate’s mantra.
Her intrepid spirit is infectious in this warm, engaging account of her family’s adventures and
misadventures. She shares the life lessons learnt on their travels, from overcoming disappointment
in Thailand to saying sorry in Japan, discovering perseverance in Borneo and learning about
conservation in Malaysia. From the jungles of southeast Asia to the waterfront in Havana and the
blazing heat of Egypt, Shape of a Boy captures the essence of being a parent in the thick of it and
learning on the hoof. Inspirational for anyone who has dreaded travelling with a baby, toddler, or
teen, it is a life-affirming read for every wannabe-traveller. Kate’s vivid evocation of the highs and
lows of family time make you belly-laugh and bring a lump to your throat. “Hilarious and wonderfully
fluent, Shape of A Boy makes you see each corner of the world afresh. I read it in one long, lounging
read, which took me away from Covid to a vibrant world of orangutans and elephants and a family
growing together.” ANDREW CLOVER, best-selling author of Dad Rules This is a must-read for every
wannabe-traveller grounded by lockdown and for every parent who has dreaded travelling with a
baby.

my very first of shapes: The Shape of Time (Rymworld Arcana, Book 1) Ryan Calejo,
2023-09-12 A middle-grade mind-bending adventure from award-winning author Ryan Calejo,
destined to be an instant classic—now in paperback Fourteen-year-old Antares De La Vega is a
natural born adventurer. He dreams of journeying across burning deserts, trekking through wild and
uncharted jungles, sailing the furthest reaches of the seas—and yet, he’s never even stepped foot
outside of South Florida . . . But that all changes when strange creatures come leaping out of
lightning bolts to kidnap him. Locked away in a secret prison in the middle of the Bermuda Triangle,
Antares meets 14-year-old Magdavellia, a mysterious and iron-willed girl who opens his eyes to a
shocking truth: that this world is a far different place than he’s been led to believe. He learns of the
existence of the Flat Earth Society, an ancient secret order, whose main function is to keep the
world beyond the great Ice Wall a mystery—a land known as Rymworld. But Rymworld is in trouble.
Led by a nameless evil, a sinister group of mystics seek to seize control over its only truly resource:
time itself. Antares and Magdavellia must set out beyond the edges of any map to discover the
undiscoverable: a lost and forgotten island where there is rumored to exist a legendary artifact: a
mythical compass that just might hold the key to foiling the mystics’ plans. Following a series of
intricately concealed clues left behind by Magdavellia’s parents (clues Antares seems to be the key
to unlocking), they must wield both geometry and alchemy, outsmart molemen and mermaids, and



outrun fiendish outer space aliens—all while attempting to solve a riddle as old and mystifying as the
sun.
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