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history of racism in the criminal justice system is a topic that demands attention,
reflection, and understanding. It’s a deeply rooted issue that has shaped the experiences
of countless individuals and communities over centuries. Exploring this history reveals not
only the systemic inequalities embedded within law enforcement, courts, and corrections
but also the persistent challenges that continue to affect marginalized groups today. To
grasp the full scope of racial bias in justice, it’s important to delve into its origins,
evolution, and the ongoing efforts to address it.

The Origins of Racial Bias in the Criminal Justice
System

The roots of racism in the criminal justice system can be traced back to the era of slavery
and colonialism. During this period, laws and enforcement mechanisms were explicitly
designed to control and oppress Black people and other racial minorities. The legal
framework often codified racial hierarchies, treating non-white populations as second-
class citizens or property.

Slavery and Legal Control

In the United States, for example, the criminal justice system played a direct role in
sustaining slavery. Slave codes were established to regulate the behavior of enslaved
Africans and punish those who resisted. These codes were harsh and discriminatory,
criminalizing basic acts such as assembly, literacy, or movement. The justice system was
less about fairness and more about maintaining a social order that privileged white
landowners.

Post-Emancipation and the Birth of Jim Crow Laws

After the abolition of slavery, the criminal justice system did not immediately become
more equitable. Instead, many states in the South enacted Jim Crow laws that perpetuated
racial segregation and disenfranchisement. These laws were enforced through policing
and judicial systems that disproportionately targeted Black Americans.

One notable example was the use of “Black Codes” that criminalized minor infractions and
vagrancy among freed slaves, effectively criminalizing Black existence itself. These codes
allowed law enforcement to arrest and imprison Black people in large numbers, often
forcing them into exploitative labor through convict leasing—a system that resembled



slavery under another name.

Institutional Racism Through Policing and
Sentencing

As the 20th century progressed, the criminal justice system continued to reflect and
reinforce racial disparities through both overt and subtle mechanisms. Policing practices,
judicial decisions, and sentencing policies all contributed to disproportionate impacts on
racial minorities.

Discriminatory Policing Practices

The history of racism in the criminal justice system is deeply intertwined with policing
methods that targeted minority communities. “Stop and frisk” policies, racial profiling,
and over-policing in neighborhoods of color have long been criticized for perpetuating
systemic bias.

Historically, police departments often functioned as instruments of social control rather
than community protection, particularly in segregated areas. This legacy is visible in
practices like the War on Drugs initiated in the 1970s and 1980s, which led to mass
incarceration of Black and Latino individuals on drug-related charges at disproportionately
high rates.

Sentencing Disparities and Mandatory Minimums

The court system has also played a significant role in sustaining racial inequalities.
Sentencing disparities became starkly apparent with policies such as mandatory minimum
sentences for drug offenses, which often punished crack cocaine (more prevalent in Black
communities) more harshly than powder cocaine (more common among white users).

Studies have consistently shown that Black defendants receive longer sentences compared
to white defendants for the same crimes. This disparity reflects implicit biases among
judges and prosecutors, as well as systemic factors embedded in the legal framework.

The Impact of Racism in the Modern Criminal
Justice System

Understanding the history of racism in the criminal justice system helps explain many
contemporary issues. The legacy of racial bias has contributed to significant disparities in
incarceration rates, police violence, and access to justice.



Mass Incarceration and Its Racial Dimensions

One of the most visible outcomes of systemic racism is the phenomenon of mass
incarceration. The United States, for example, leads the world in incarceration rates, with
Black Americans incarcerated at more than five times the rate of white Americans.

This imbalance is not simply a reflection of crime rates but rather the result of decades of
policies and practices that disproportionately impact minority communities. These include
aggressive policing, prosecutorial discretion, and socioeconomic inequalities that funnel
marginalized populations into the criminal justice system.

Police Violence and Community Relations

Incidents of police violence against racial minorities have brought renewed scrutiny to the
criminal justice system. High-profile cases have sparked nationwide protests and calls for
reform, highlighting how deeply entrenched racial biases can result in tragic outcomes.

Efforts to build trust between law enforcement and communities of color often confront
the weight of historical grievances. Addressing these issues requires more than policy
tweaks; it demands a reckoning with the system’s past and a commitment to equity.

Efforts Toward Reform and Racial Justice

Acknowledging the history of racism in the criminal justice system is a crucial step toward
meaningful reform. Various movements, policies, and legal challenges have sought to
dismantle systemic biases and promote fairness.

Legal and Policy Changes

Several legislative reforms have aimed to reduce sentencing disparities and improve
policing practices. These include:

Eliminating mandatory minimum sentences for non-violent offenses

Implementing bias training for law enforcement officers

Reforming bail systems that disproportionately impact the poor and minorities

Promoting diversion programs and alternatives to incarceration

While these reforms have seen some success, critics argue that progress has been slow



and uneven, underscoring the need for systemic change rather than isolated fixes.

Community-Led Initiatives and Advocacy

Grassroots organizations and advocacy groups play a vital role in confronting racial
injustice in the criminal justice system. By amplifying marginalized voices and pushing for
accountability, these efforts help to challenge entrenched power structures.

Community policing models, restorative justice programs, and public education campaigns
also contribute to reshaping perceptions and fostering equitable treatment.

Historical Awareness as a Tool for Change

The history of racism in the criminal justice system is complex and painful, yet
understanding it is essential for creating a more just society. Recognizing patterns of
discrimination helps policymakers, practitioners, and citizens identify areas where reform
is most needed.

Education about this history can empower individuals to advocate for policies that
promote equity and hold institutions accountable. Moreover, it encourages empathy
toward those affected by systemic inequalities and a commitment to building a criminal
justice system that serves all people fairly.

As society continues to grapple with these issues, reflecting on the past remains a key part
of envisioning a future where justice truly means justice for everyone.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical origin of racism in the criminal
justice system?
The historical origin of racism in the criminal justice system can be traced back to slavery
and the post-Civil War era in the United States, where laws and policies were designed to
control and oppress Black people, such as Black Codes and Jim Crow laws.

How did slavery influence racial disparities in the
criminal justice system?
Slavery institutionalized racial hierarchy and control, leading to systemic discrimination.
After abolition, many laws and practices criminalized Black people disproportionately,
continuing racial disparities in arrests, sentencing, and incarceration.



What role did Jim Crow laws play in perpetuating racism
within the criminal justice system?
Jim Crow laws enforced racial segregation and discrimination, allowing the criminal
justice system to target Black individuals through laws like vagrancy statutes and unequal
law enforcement, resulting in disproportionate arrests and harsher penalties.

How has racial profiling contributed to systemic racism
in law enforcement?
Racial profiling involves targeting individuals for suspicion of crime based on race or
ethnicity, leading to disproportionate stops, searches, and arrests of minority groups,
thereby reinforcing systemic biases within law enforcement.

What impact did the War on Drugs have on racial
disparities in incarceration?
The War on Drugs, initiated in the 1980s, disproportionately targeted minority
communities, particularly Black and Latino populations, resulting in dramatic increases in
incarceration rates for drug offenses and exacerbating racial disparities in the prison
system.

How have sentencing laws historically affected racial
minorities?
Sentencing laws, such as mandatory minimums and three-strikes laws, have often been
applied in ways that disproportionately affect racial minorities, leading to longer
sentences and higher incarceration rates compared to white counterparts for similar
offenses.

What is the significance of the 13th Amendment in the
context of racism and criminal justice?
The 13th Amendment abolished slavery except as punishment for a crime, which allowed
for the exploitation of incarcerated Black people through forced labor and contributed to
the development of the prison-industrial complex and systemic racism in criminal justice.

How are modern criminal justice reform efforts
addressing the history of racism?
Modern reforms focus on eliminating racial biases through measures like sentencing
reform, ending cash bail, investing in community policing, increasing transparency, and
addressing disparities in arrests and incarceration to create a more equitable system.



Additional Resources
History of Racism in the Criminal Justice System: An In-depth Exploration

History of racism in the criminal justice system reveals a deeply entrenched narrative
that spans centuries, shaping the ways in which law enforcement, courts, and penal
institutions operate today. This systemic bias has influenced policies, practices, and
outcomes, disproportionately affecting minority populations, particularly African
Americans and other communities of color. Understanding this history is essential to grasp
the contemporary challenges faced by the criminal justice system and to inform efforts
toward reform and equity.

Historical Foundations of Racial Bias in Criminal
Justice

The roots of racial discrimination in the criminal justice system can be traced back to the
era of slavery and colonial America. Laws were explicitly designed to control and oppress
enslaved African populations. Slave codes criminalized everyday behaviors of Black
individuals, and enforcement mechanisms ensured the maintenance of a racial hierarchy.
After the abolition of slavery, the system evolved but continued to perpetuate racial
disparities through new means.

Post-Emancipation and the Rise of Jim Crow Laws

Following the Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation, the criminal justice system
adapted to maintain white supremacy. The introduction of Black Codes and later Jim Crow
laws effectively criminalized Black existence in many Southern states. These laws led to
the mass incarceration of African Americans for minor offenses, often under vague
charges such as vagrancy or loitering.

One of the most notorious mechanisms was the convict lease system, where
prisoners—predominantly Black men—were leased to private industries under brutal
conditions. This system functioned as a form of forced labor, extending the exploitation of
African Americans well into the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Structural Racism and Policing Practices

The history of racism in the criminal justice system is also evident in policing strategies
and law enforcement practices. Policing in minority communities has historically been
characterized by over-surveillance, racial profiling, and disproportionate use of force.



Racial Profiling and Its Evolution

Racial profiling, the practice of targeting individuals for suspicion of crime based on race
or ethnicity, has long been a contentious issue. Historically, laws such as “stop and frisk”
policies disproportionately targeted Black and Latino populations. Studies have
consistently shown that these groups face higher rates of police stops and searches
despite similar rates of contraband discovery compared to white individuals.

The legacy of such practices can be seen in contemporary data. For example, the
Sentencing Project reports that Black Americans are incarcerated at more than five times
the rate of white Americans. This disparity is not solely explained by differences in crime
rates but is linked to systemic biases embedded in arrest and charging decisions.

War on Drugs and Racial Disparities

The 1970s and 1980s saw the intensification of racial disparities through policies
associated with the War on Drugs. Despite similar rates of drug use across racial groups,
Black communities were disproportionately targeted for arrests and sentencing related to
drug offenses. Crack cocaine laws, in particular, resulted in harsher penalties for offenses
predominantly affecting Black neighborhoods compared to powder cocaine offenses more
common in white communities.

This era contributed significantly to the explosion of the prison population and the
entrenchment of racial inequality within the criminal justice system. The long-term social
consequences have included destabilized communities, economic deprivation, and erosion
of trust in legal institutions.

Judicial Disparities and Sentencing Inequities

Racism in the criminal justice system extends beyond policing into the courts and
sentencing phases. Implicit biases among judges, prosecutors, and juries can influence
outcomes, often to the detriment of minority defendants.

Impact of Implicit Bias in Courtrooms

Numerous studies highlight the role of implicit racial bias in judicial decision-making. For
instance, Black defendants are more likely to receive longer sentences compared to white
defendants for similar crimes. The use of mandatory minimum sentences and three-strikes
laws has further exacerbated these disparities.

Judicial discretion, while intended to allow flexibility, has sometimes resulted in unequal
treatment rooted in unconscious prejudices. Prosecutorial charging decisions and plea
bargain offers also reflect systemic racial imbalances, contributing to the disproportionate
representation of minorities in prison.



Capital Punishment and Race

The death penalty is another area where the history of racism in the criminal justice
system is starkly visible. Research indicates that defendants of color, particularly Black
men accused of killing white victims, are more likely to receive death sentences. This
racial bias raises serious ethical and legal concerns about the fairness of capital
punishment as a whole.

Reform Efforts and Contemporary Challenges

Efforts to address racism in the criminal justice system have taken various forms, from
civil rights litigation to policy reforms aimed at reducing disparities. However, progress
has been uneven and often met with resistance.

Legislative and Policy Initiatives

Several landmark laws and court rulings have sought to curtail discriminatory practices.
The Civil Rights Act, court decisions targeting racial profiling, and sentencing reform
initiatives represent important steps. More recent movements advocate for the abolition of
cash bail, which disproportionately affects low-income minority defendants, and for
greater transparency in policing.

Community and Grassroots Movements

Grassroots organizations and social justice movements have played a critical role in
highlighting systemic racism and pushing for accountability. The rise of movements such
as Black Lives Matter has brought renewed attention to police violence and institutional
inequities, fueling calls for comprehensive criminal justice reform.

Challenges in Data and Accountability

A significant barrier to reform is the lack of comprehensive data on racial disparities
within criminal justice processes. Without transparent reporting and robust oversight,
addressing implicit and explicit biases remains difficult. Additionally, systemic inertia and
political factors often hinder meaningful change.

Understanding the Depth of Racial Inequality

The history of racism in the criminal justice system is not confined to isolated incidents or
policies but is embedded in the very structure and functioning of legal institutions. It



requires a multifaceted approach to dismantle these patterns, involving legal reform,
cultural change within law enforcement and judiciary, and societal commitment to equity.

Recognizing the historical context enables a clearer understanding of present-day
disparities and informs the development of more just and effective criminal justice
policies. As awareness grows, the conversation continues to evolve—focusing on
restorative justice, alternative sentencing, and community-based approaches that
prioritize fairness over punishment.

Through continued investigation and reform, there is potential for the criminal justice
system to move away from its legacy of racial bias toward a more equitable future. The
journey is complex and ongoing, reflecting broader societal struggles with race, justice,
and equality.

History Of Racism In The Criminal Justice System

  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Reading Racism and the Criminal Justice
System David Noel Baker, 1994
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Contemporary Controversies and the
American Racial Divide Robert Charles Smith, 2000 Contemporary Controversies and the
American Racial Divide is a detailed study of some of the most racially divisive issues America has
encountered in the past decade. Smith and Seltzer employ more than forty surveys to explore
race-based public opinion differences on high-profile controversies including the Rodney King and O.
J. Simpson cases; the arrest, trial, jailing, and subsequent reelection of Washington, D.C., Mayor
Marion Barry; the Million Man March and Louis Farrakhan; and the Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill
controversy. The authors also look at race-based opinion differences on the inner-city crack cocaine
epidemic and the spread of AIDS among the American populace. The divisions in opinion between
blacks and whites on these controversies are explained in terms of the distinctive historical and
cultural experiences of the different races and the gaps, gulfs, and chasms in their contemporary
social and economic conditions. While also noting significant commonalities in opinion across the
color line, the book focuses on racial differences and their sources, and in a concluding chapter
advances suggestions as to how the nation might overcome its racial divisions. This innovative study
is a unique, rich, contextualized, dynamic analysis of race opinion, unlike anything else in literature.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: The Handbook of Race, Ethnicity, Crime,
and Justice Ramiro Martinez, Jr., Meghan E. Hollis, Jacob I. Stowell, 2018-09-12 This Handbook
presents current and future studies on the changing dynamics of the role of immigrants and the
impact of immigration, across the United States and industrialized and developing nations. It covers
the changing dynamics of race, ethnicity, and immigration, and discusses how it all contributes to
variations in crime, policing, and the overall justice system. Through acknowledging that some
groups, especially people of color, are disproportionately influenced more than others in the case of
criminal justice reactions, the “War on Drugs”, and hate crimes; this Handbook introduces the
importance of studying race and crime so as to better understand it. It does so by recommending
that researchers concentrate on ethnic diversity in a national and international context in order to
broaden their demographic and expand their understanding of how to attain global change.
Featuring contributions from top experts in the field, The Handbook of Race and Crime is presented
in five sections—An Overview of Race, Ethnicity, Crime, and Justice; Theoretical Perspectives on
Race and Crime; Race, Gender, and the Justice System; Gender and Crime; and Race, Gender and
Comparative Criminology. Each section of the book addresses a key area of research, summarizes
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findings or shortcomings whenever possible, and provides new results relevant to race/crime and
justice. Every contribution is written by a top expert in the field and based on the latest research.
With a sharp focus on contemporary race, ethnicity, crime, and justice studies, The Handbook of
Race and Crime is the ideal reference for advanced undergraduate students, graduate students, and
scholars interested in the disciplines such as Criminology, Race and Ethnicity, Race and the Justice
System, and the Sociology of Race.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Handbook of Racism, Xenophobia, and
Populism Adebowale Akande, 2022-12-08 This handbook presents the roots of symbolic racism as
partly in both anti-black antagonism and non-racial conservative attitudes and values, representing a
new form of racism independent of older racial and political attitudes. By doing so, it homes in on
certain historical incidents and episodes and presents a cogent analysis of anti-black, Jim Crowism,
anti-people of color (Black, Latino, Native Americans), and prejudice that exists in the United States
and around the world as a central tenet of racism. The book exposes the reader to the nature and
practice of stereotyping, negative bias, social categorization, modern forms of racism, immigration
law empowerment, racialized incarceration, and police brutality in the American heartland. It states
that several centuries of white Americans’ negative socializing culture marked by widespread
negative attitudes toward African Americans, are not eradicated and are still rife. Further, the book
provides a panoramic view of trends of racial discrimination and other negative and desperate
challenges that Black, Indigenous, and People of Color face across the world. Finally, the volume
examines xenophobia, racism, prejudice, and stereotyping in different contexts, including topics
such as Covid-19, religion and racism, information manipulation, and populism. The book, therefore,
is a must-read for students, researchers, and scholars of political science, psychology, history,
sociology, communications/media studies, diplomatic studies, and law in general, as well as ethnic
and racial studies, American politics, global affairs, populism, and discrimination in particular.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: A ^ASpace for Race Kathy Hogarth,
Wendy L. Fletcher, 2018-04-24 This book explores the impact of unquestioned racial assumptions in
the Canadian narrative that have constructed an insider/outsider culture. From that baseline,
authors then develop an analytic designed to move beyond racialized othering to a society of
genuine inclusivity and universal belonging.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: A Companion to American Legal History
Sally E. Hadden, Alfred L. Brophy, 2013-02-22 A Companion to American Legal History presents a
compilation of the most recent writings from leading scholars on American legal history from the
colonial era through the late twentieth century. Presents up-to-date research describing the key
debates in American legal history Reflects the current state of American legal history research and
points readers in the direction of future research Represents an ideal companion for graduate and
law students seeking an introduction to the field, the key questions, and future research ideas
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Thriving in the Wake of Trauma Thema
Bryant-Davis, 2008-02-08 Thema Bryant-Davis examines the cultural issues that health-care
professionals need to consider in caring for trauma survivors.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Implications of Marginalization and Critical
Race Theory on Social Justice Chandan, Harish C., 2023-07-19 Critical race theory is an emerging
transdisciplinary, race-equity methodology that originated in legal studies and is grounded in social
justice. Critical race theory questions the very foundation of the liberal order including equality
theory, legal reasoning, enlightenment, rationalism, and neutral principles of the constitutional law.
It deals with a broad perspective that includes economics, history, context, group and self-interest,
feelings, and the unconscious. Further study on this theory is required to understand its various
implications across fields. Implications of Marginalization and Critical Race Theory on Social Justice
raises awareness of racial justice and social equity by discussing the history and future directions of
critical race theory across disciplines. The book considers how the theory can be applied in various
areas such as education, psychology, political science, and law. Covering topics such as
dehumanization, social discrimination, and victimization, this reference work is ideal for social



psychologists, lawyers, political scientists, researchers, scholars, historians, academicians,
practitioners, instructors, and students.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Challenges in Criminal Justice Ed Johnston,
2022-07-29 This collection examines contemporary challenges to the criminal justice system in
England and Wales. The chapters, written by established academics, rising stars and practising
lawyers, seek not only to highlight these challenges but to offer solutions. The book examines issues
with legal assistance in the police station, concerns relating to juror decision making and problems
in and presented by both virtual hearings and the advent of the Single Justice Procedure Notice. The
work also examines challenges surrounding vulnerability in the criminal justice system. Here,
diversity includes vulnerability in the criminal trial, neurodivergence as well as issues with diversity
and marginalisation in the criminal justice system as a whole. The book also discusses matters
centred around sexual offending – including the attrition rate in rape cases as well as the recent
development of ‘vigilante’ paedophile hunters and their acceptance as a viable limb of the criminal
justice system. Finally, the volume looks at the post-conviction stage and examines recent prison
policy through the lens of the human rights of the prisoner. The closing chapter examines the
independence of the Criminal Cases Review Commission and highlights how recent changes have
undermined this. While focused on England and Wales, the topics discussed are of wider
international significance and will be of interest to students, academics and policy-makers.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Encyclopedia of Race and Crime Helen
Taylor Greene, Shaun L. Gabbidon, 2009-04-14 The organization of the reader′s guide—especially
the groupings of landmark cases, race riots, and criminology theories—is impressive ... Other related
titles lack the breadth, detail, and accessibility of this work ... Recommended for all libraries;
essential for comprehensive social studies collections. —Library Journal As seen almost daily on local
and national news, race historically and presently figures prominently in crime and justice reporting
within the United States, in the areas of hate crimes, racial profiling, sentencing disparities,
wrongful convictions, felon disenfranchisement, political prisoners, juveniles and the death penalty,
and culturally specific delinquency prevention programs. The Encyclopedia of Race and Crime
covers issues in both historical and contemporary context, with information on race and ethnicity
and their impact on crime and the administration of justice. These two volumes offer a greater
appreciation for the similar historical experiences of varied racial and ethnic groups and illustrate
how race and ethnicity has mattered and continues to matter in the administration of American
criminal justice. Key Features Covers a number of broad thematic areas: basic concepts and theories
of criminal justice; the police, courts, and corrections; juvenile justice; public policy; the media;
organizations; specific groups and populations; and specific cases and biographies Addresses such
topics as gender, hate/bias crimes, immigrant experiences, international and cross-cultural issues,
race and gangs, and race and law, Presents experiences of all major racial and ethnic groups in the
U.S., including Asians, Blacks, Latinos, Native Americans, and Ethnic Whites, as well as religious
minorities, such as Muslims Includes coverage of recent incidents like the alleged rape of a black
female North Carolina Central University student by white male members of the Duke University
Lacrosse Team;, the Jena 6 incident; the Tulia, Texas drug arrests; the Rodney King beating; the O. J.
Simpson trials in the 1990s; and more recent racial profiling incidents Two appendices provide
information on locating and interpreting statistical data on race and crime, as well as detailed
instructions on how to access statistical data on the web for such specific areas as arrests, drugs,
gang membership, hate crimes, homicide trends, juvenile justice, prison populations, racial profiling,
the death penalty, and victimization Because the topic of race and crime is of wide interest and
relevance, entries in this Encyclopedia are written in an accessible style to appeal to a broad
audience, making it a welcome addition to academic and public libraries alike.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Racism Albert J. Wheeler, 2005 Of all
mankinds' vices, racism is one of the most pervasive and stubborn. Success in overcoming racism
has been achieved from time to time, but victories have been limited thus far because mankind has
focused on personal economic gain or power grabs ignoring generosity of the soul. This bibliography



brings together the literature.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Racism and Psychiatry Morgan M.
Medlock, Derri Shtasel, Nhi-Ha T. Trinh, David R. Williams, 2018-10-04 This book addresses the
unique sociocultural and historical systems of oppression that have alienated African-American and
other racial minority patients within the mental healthcare system. This text aims to build a novel
didactic curriculum addressing racism, justice, and community mental health as these issues
intersect clinical practice. Unlike any other resource, this guide moves beyond an exploration of the
problem of racism and its detrimental effects, to a practical, solution-oriented discussion of how to
understand and approach the mental health consequences with a lens and sensitivity for
contemporary justice issues. After establishing the historical context of racism within organized
medicine and psychiatry, the text boldly examines contemporary issues, including clinical biases in
diagnosis and treatment, addiction and incarceration, and perspectives on providing psychotherapy
to racial minorities. The text concludes with chapters covering training and medical education within
this sphere, approaches to supporting patients coping with racism and discrimination, and strategies
for changing institutional practices in mental healthcare. Written by thought leaders in the field,
Racism and Psychiatry is the only current tool for psychiatrists, psychologists, administrators,
educators, medical students, social workers, and all clinicians working to treat patients dealing with
issues of racism at the point of mental healthcare.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Racism in the Neoliberal Era Randolph
Hohle, 2017-11-03 Racism in the Neoliberal Era explains how simple racial binaries like black/white
are no longer sufficient to explain the persistence of racism, capitalism, and elite white power. The
neoliberal era features the largest black middle class in US history and extreme racial
marginalization. Hohle focuses on how the origins and expansion of neoliberalism depended on
language or semiotic assemblage of white-private and black public. The language of neoliberalism
explains how the white racial frame operates like a web of racial meanings that connect social
groups with economic policy, geography, and police brutality. When America was racially
segregated, elites consented to political pressure to develop and fund white-public institutions. The
black civil rights movement eliminated legal barriers that prevented racial integration. In response
to black civic inclusion, elite whites used a language of white-private/black-public to deregulate the
Voting Rights Act and banking. They privatized neighborhoods, schools, and social welfare, creating
markets around poverty. They oversaw the mass incarceration and systemic police brutality against
people of color. Citizenship was recast as a privilege instead of a right. Neoliberalism is the result of
the latest elite white strategy to maintain political and economic power.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Rise Up! Crystal M. Fleming, 2025-09-23
This urgent book explores the roots of racism and its legacy in modern day, all while empowering
young people with actionable ways they can help foster a better world and become antiracists. Why
are white supremacists still openly marching in the United States? Why are undocumented children
of color separated from their families and housed in cages? Where did racism come from? Why
hasn't it already disappeared? And what can young people do about it? Rise Up! breaks down the
origins of racial injustice and its continued impact today, connecting dots between the past and
present. By including contemporary examples ripped from headlines and actionable ways young
people can help create a more inclusive world, sociologist Crystal Marie Fleming shares the
knowledge and values that unite all antiracists: compassion, solidarity, respect, and courage in the
face of adversity. Perfect for fans of Stamped: Remix, This Book is Antiracist, Uncomfortable
Conversations with a Black Boy, and The Black Friend. Praise for Rise Up! A Kirkus Reviews Best
Book of 2021 A School Library Journal Best Book of 2021 A Booklist Editors' Choice Winner for 2021
* A clear and damning appraisal of the United States' long-standing relationship with White
supremacy—with actionable advice for readers to do better. — Kirkus Reviews, starred review * A
standout . . . sure to inspire young people to act. — Booklist, starred review Rise Up! is the
invigorating, thought-provoking, eye-opening, and essential book about fighting white supremacy
that I wish I had when I was a teen. Crystal M. Fleming writes about tough subjects with authority



and compassion, and inspires with a roadmap for how we can change the world for the better.
—Malinda Lo, author of Last Night at the Telegraph Club
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Race & Crime Michael Rowe, 2012-05-15
In this original and cutting-edge new textbook, Mike Rowe explores the key topics in race and crime.
Examining the main issues from a historical and comparative approach, the book fully situates
arguments and ideas in a global context with contemporary examples. Encouraging readers to think
critically about well-worn debates, Race & Crime covers a diverse range of issues, including:
Representation and disproportionality VictimisationHuman RightsTerrorismPopular
cultureGovernance
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Criminology Steve Case, Phil Johnson,
David Manlow, Roger Smith, Kate Williams, 2017 Criminology is a textbook with a new approach,
both student-focused and research-engaged. Written for today's students, it provides the framework
of knowledge core to exploring, understanding, and explaining crime. The goal is simple and bold -
to help the next generation of criminologists to be switched-on, excited, and critical.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: State and Local Authority to Enforce
Immigration Law United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on
Immigration, Border Security, and Citizenship, 2004
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Race and Crime Shaun L. Gabbidon, Helen
Taylor Greene, 2012-03-22 'Race and Crime' presents students with a comprehensive analysis of the
issues relating to race and crime in the US. The book is illustrated with numerous photographs and
exercises based on Internet research are included.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: Race, Ethnicity, Crime, and Justice
Akwasi Owusu-Bempah, Shaun Gabbidon, 2020-09-24 Race, Ethnicity, Crime, and Justice: An
International Dilemma, Second Edition, takes a unique comparative approach to the exploration of
race- and ethnicity-related justice issues in five countries around the world. Using the colonial model
as a theoretical lens, Owusu-Bempah and Gabbidon analyse data from Great Britain, the United
States, Canada, Australia, and South Africa. These international case studies help students
contextualize race and justice issues within and across nations. Concise historical framing
illuminates today’s racial dynamics in these diverse justice systems, and accessible theory grounds
the comparison of crime and justice data from the early 21st century with current statistics. A new
concluding chapter revisits the question of where these nations fit in the global context of state and
non-state actors and of ethnic and racial justice issues. This new edition is suitable for use as a core
or supplemental text for advanced undergraduates and early graduate courses on race and crime,
minorities and criminal justice, diversity in criminal justice, and comparative justice systems. It is
also appropriate for use in sociology and ethnic studies courses that focus on race and crime.
  history of racism in the criminal justice system: APAIS 1992: Australian public affairs
information service ,
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