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Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury: A Literary Journey into Memory, Identity, and
History

gate of the sun elias khoury is more than just the title of a novel; it is a
profound exploration of memory, identity, and the enduring scars left by
conflict. Written by the celebrated Lebanese author Elias Khoury, this work
stands as a powerful testament to the Palestinian experience and the
complexities of Middle Eastern history. If you’re intrigued by narratives
that delve deep into personal and collective trauma, layered storytelling,
and the quest for truth, then this novel is an essential read.

Understanding Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury

Elias Khoury’s Gate of the Sun is often hailed as a masterpiece of
contemporary Arabic literature. Published originally in Arabic as "Bab al-
Shams" in 1998, the novel has been translated into multiple languages,
captivating readers worldwide. It intricately weaves the story of Palestinian
refugees, their displacement, and the echoes of the Nakba—the catastrophe of
1948 that led to the mass exodus of Palestinians from their homeland.

What sets this novel apart is Khoury’s narrative style, which defies
conventional linear storytelling. The novel employs a fragmented, multi-
layered approach where multiple voices and perspectives come together to
paint a vivid picture of loss, hope, and resilience. Through this method,
Khoury not only recounts historical events but also evokes the emotional and
psychological landscape of his characters.

The Significance of the Title: Gate of the Sun

The title itself, Gate of the Sun, is symbolic and multifaceted. It refers to
an ancient archaeological site in Tiwanaku, Bolivia, known for its monumental
stone gate. Khoury borrows this image as a metaphorical threshold—a passage
between past and present, memory and oblivion, suffering and redemption. The
"gate" represents the entry point into the collective memory of a people
whose history has often been overshadowed or erased.

Thematic Depth: Exploring Memory and Identity

At its core, Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury is about memory—how it shapes
identity and how it persists despite attempts to suppress or rewrite history.
The novel delves into the personal memories of its characters, many of whom



are refugees living in exile, grappling with loss and longing for a homeland
they may never see again.

Khoury’s portrayal of memory is not static; it is dynamic and often
contradictory. The narrative suggests that memory is both a source of pain
and a tool for survival. Through storytelling, characters reclaim their
identities and resist the erasure imposed by political upheaval and
displacement.

Memory as Resistance

One of the novel’s most compelling insights is how memory functions as an act
of resistance. By recounting their stories, the characters in Gate of the Sun
assert their existence and humanity in the face of denial and
marginalization. This theme resonates deeply with readers familiar with the
Palestinian struggle but also offers a universal message about the power of
narratives in preserving cultural heritage.

Characterization and Narrative Techniques

Elias Khoury’s writing in Gate of the Sun is notable for its rich character
development and innovative narrative techniques. The novel does not focus on
a single protagonist; instead, it presents a chorus of voices, each
contributing to the mosaic of Palestinian history.

Voices from the Past and Present

Khoury employs a polyphonic style, where different characters—young and old,
men and women, villagers and intellectuals—share their memories and
perspectives. This approach creates a layered narrative that reflects the
complexity of historical events and personal experiences. The interwoven
stories highlight how individual lives are interconnected with broader social
and political realities.

Nonlinear Storytelling

The novel’s nonlinear structure challenges readers to piece together the
narrative actively. Flashbacks, dreams, and shifting viewpoints disrupt
chronological order, mirroring the fragmented nature of memory itself. This
technique invites readers to engage deeply with the text, fostering a more
intimate understanding of the characters' inner worlds.



Historical Context and Cultural Significance

To fully appreciate Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury, it’s important to consider
the historical and cultural backdrop against which it was written. The novel
is set against the Palestinian Nakba of 1948, a pivotal event that resulted
in the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians.

The Nakba and Its Aftermath

Khoury’s narrative does not merely recount historical facts; it humanizes the
experience of displacement. Through personal stories, the novel sheds light
on the enduring impact of the Nakba on generations of Palestinians, including
themes of exile, loss of homeland, and the struggle for identity.

Lebanese Influence and Khoury’s Perspective

As a Lebanese writer with a deep understanding of Arab politics and culture,
Elias Khoury brings a unique perspective to the Palestinian narrative. His
background enables him to explore the intersections of Lebanese and
Palestinian histories, particularly the experiences of Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon. This adds layers of complexity to the novel’s portrayal of
regional dynamics.

Why Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury Remains
Relevant Today

Even decades after its publication, Gate of the Sun continues to resonate
with readers worldwide. Its exploration of themes such as displacement,
memory, identity, and resistance remains profoundly relevant in today’s
global context marked by refugee crises and cultural conflicts.

Universal Themes Beyond the Palestinian Experience

While rooted in a specific historical and cultural context, the novel speaks
to universal human experiences. The loss of home, the pain of exile, and the
search for belonging are themes that many people across the world can relate
to, making Khoury’s work both timely and timeless.



Inspiring Dialogue and Understanding

Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury also serves as a bridge for cross-cultural
understanding. By inviting readers into the personal and collective stories
of Palestinians, the novel fosters empathy and challenges stereotypes. For
educators, students, and readers interested in Middle Eastern literature,
history, and politics, it offers valuable insights and prompts meaningful
conversations.

Tips for Readers Approaching Gate of the Sun

Given the novel’s complex structure and rich thematic layers, readers might
find some strategies helpful to fully appreciate the book:

Take your time: The narrative’s nonlinear style rewards slow and
attentive reading.

Keep track of characters: With multiple voices, maintaining a mental map
of characters can enhance understanding.

Explore historical context: Familiarizing yourself with the Nakba and
Palestinian history can deepen your engagement.

Reflect on memory and storytelling: Consider how the act of remembering
shapes the narrative and the characters’ identities.

Gate of the Sun in the Landscape of Arabic
Literature

Elias Khoury’s Gate of the Sun is often positioned alongside other landmark
works of Arabic literature that grapple with themes of war, exile, and
identity. It shares a literary kinship with authors like Mahmoud Darwish,
Ghassan Kanafani, and Hanan al-Shaykh, who have also illuminated the
Palestinian experience through fiction and poetry.

Khoury’s contribution is distinguished by his narrative innovation and
profound philosophical inquiries into memory and history. His blending of
politics and personal stories creates a deeply immersive reading experience
that challenges and enriches readers.

The novel’s impact extends beyond literature into cultural and political
discourse, highlighting the vital role of storytelling in shaping collective



memory and resistance.

---

Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury invites readers on a transformative journey
through history and memory. Its lyrical prose, multifaceted characters, and
poignant themes create a tapestry that resonates long after the final page.
Whether you are drawn to historical fiction, interested in Middle Eastern
narratives, or passionate about stories of resilience, this novel offers a
rich and rewarding experience that lingers in the mind and heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Gate of the Sun' by Elias Khoury about?
'Gate of the Sun' is a novel by Elias Khoury that explores the Palestinian
experience, telling the story of refugees through the memories of a man named
Yunes, weaving personal and collective histories of displacement and
resistance.

Who is Elias Khoury, the author of 'Gate of the
Sun'?
Elias Khoury is a prominent Lebanese novelist, playwright, and critic, known
for his works that focus on the Arab experience, especially Palestinian
history and identity. He is considered one of the leading contemporary Arab
writers.

What themes are explored in 'Gate of the Sun'?
The novel delves into themes such as exile, memory, identity, the Palestinian
struggle, trauma, loss, and the enduring hope for return and justice.

Why is 'Gate of the Sun' significant in Arabic
literature?
'Gate of the Sun' is significant because it provides a deeply human
perspective on the Palestinian Nakba and its aftermath, blending narrative
techniques and oral histories to create a powerful and poignant
representation of Arab identity and displacement.

How does Elias Khoury portray the Palestinian
refugee experience in 'Gate of the Sun'?
Khoury portrays the refugee experience through intimate storytelling, giving
voice to diverse characters, their sufferings, dreams, and resilience,



painting a complex picture of life in exile and the longing for homeland.

Has 'Gate of the Sun' been translated into other
languages?
Yes, 'Gate of the Sun' has been translated into several languages, including
English, French, and German, making it accessible to a global audience and
increasing awareness of Palestinian narratives.

What narrative style does Elias Khoury use in 'Gate
of the Sun'?
Khoury employs a multi-layered narrative style, combining first-person
accounts, oral histories, and shifting perspectives to create a rich,
interwoven tapestry of stories that reflect the fragmented reality of exile.

Is 'Gate of the Sun' based on historical events?
Yes, the novel is grounded in historical events surrounding the 1948
Palestinian Nakba and subsequent refugee crises, blending fiction with real
historical context and testimonies.

What impact has 'Gate of the Sun' had on readers and
critics?
'Gate of the Sun' has been praised for its literary artistry and powerful
depiction of Palestinian history, influencing readers worldwide by humanizing
the Palestinian plight and sparking discussions on memory and identity.

Where can I find 'Gate of the Sun' by Elias Khoury?
'Gate of the Sun' is available in bookstores, online retailers like Amazon,
and libraries. It can also be found in digital formats such as eBooks and
audiobooks, depending on the edition and translator.

Additional Resources
Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury: An In-Depth Exploration of the Landmark Novel

gate of the sun elias khoury stands as a monumental work in contemporary
Arabic literature, weaving a complex tapestry of history, memory, and
identity. Written by the acclaimed Lebanese author Elias Khoury, this novel
delves into the Palestinian experience with a narrative that is as much about
collective memory as it is about personal stories. Since its publication,
"Gate of the Sun" has garnered critical acclaim for its ambitious scope and
poignant storytelling, securing its place among the essential reads for those
interested in Middle Eastern literature and history.



Contextualizing Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury
within Arabic Literature

Elias Khoury is a prominent figure in modern Arabic writing, known for his
commitment to exploring themes of exile, displacement, and the intricate
socio-political fabric of the Arab world. "Gate of the Sun" exemplifies this
focus, offering readers a unique window into the Palestinian Nakba—the 1948
catastrophe that led to the mass displacement of Palestinian people. Unlike
typical historical narratives, Khoury employs a non-linear storytelling
technique that blends oral history, myth, and personal testimony, challenging
readers to engage with the material on multiple levels.

The novel’s structure, shifting between past and present, collective and
individual voices, mirrors the fragmented reality of the Palestinian
diaspora. This stylistic choice situates "Gate of the Sun" not merely as a
historical novel but as an experimental literary work that pushes the
boundaries of conventional storytelling in Arabic literature.

Plot Overview and Narrative Style

At its core, "Gate of the Sun" follows the journey of Yunes, a Palestinian
refugee who returns to Lebanon after many years in exile. Through Yunes’s
interactions with other refugees and survivors, Khoury reconstructs the
shared memories of displacement, trauma, and resilience. The narrative is
deeply interwoven with flashbacks and multiple perspectives, reflecting the
collective consciousness of a people uprooted from their homeland.

The narrative style is characterized by its poetic prose and intricate
layering of voices—ranging from historical accounts to personal anecdotes.
This polyphonic approach enriches the text, allowing Khoury to explore themes
of loss, identity, and survival from diverse angles. Such a style challenges
readers to piece together the narrative much like reconstructing fragmented
memories.

Major Themes Explored in Gate of the Sun Elias
Khoury

Memory and History

One of the central themes in "Gate of the Sun" is the interplay between
memory and history. Khoury treats memory not as a static record but as a
living, dynamic process that shapes and reshapes identity. The novel
questions official historiography by privileging oral testimonies and



personal narratives that often go unheard in mainstream discourse. This
approach highlights the tension between collective memory and imposed
historical narratives, particularly in the context of the Palestinian
struggle.

Exile and Displacement

The experience of exile permeates the narrative, capturing the profound sense
of loss and yearning for a homeland that is no longer accessible. Khoury
explores how exile influences identity formation, community bonds, and the
psychological landscape of refugees. The depiction of refugee camps, the
dynamics within displaced communities, and the enduring hope for return are
central to understanding the emotional core of the novel.

Resistance and Resilience

Despite the heavy themes of trauma, "Gate of the Sun" also underscores human
resilience and the spirit of resistance. Characters in the novel embody the
determination to preserve culture, memory, and dignity amid adversity.
Khoury’s portrayal of resistance is multifaceted—encompassing not only
political struggle but also the preservation of stories and traditions as
acts of defiance against erasure.

Comparative Analysis: Gate of the Sun and Other
Palestinian Narratives

"Gate of the Sun" can be situated alongside other seminal works that address
the Palestinian experience, such as Ghassan Kanafani’s "Men in the Sun" and
Mahmoud Darwish’s poetry. While Kanafani’s novella focuses more narrowly on
the immediate hardships of displacement, Khoury’s novel adopts a broader
historical and psychological lens, encompassing decades of exile and
collective memory.

Unlike many straightforward political narratives, Khoury’s work incorporates
postmodern literary techniques, making it a distinctive contribution to the
canon. This complex narrative strategy invites comparisons with other global
literary works that grapple with trauma and diaspora, such as Toni Morrison’s
"Beloved," which also blends history and memory through fragmented
storytelling.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach



Pros: The novel’s rich, multi-layered narrative provides profound
insight into Palestinian history and identity. Its poetic language
elevates the emotional resonance, appealing to readers seeking depth
beyond conventional political discourse.

Cons: The non-linear structure and dense prose may present challenges
for readers unfamiliar with the historical context or those expecting a
traditional plot-driven story. The extensive use of multiple voices can
sometimes be disorienting.

The Impact and Legacy of Gate of the Sun Elias
Khoury

"Gate of the Sun" has had a lasting influence on both Arabic literature and
the global understanding of the Palestinian plight. It has been translated
into several languages, widening its reach beyond Arabic-speaking audiences.
The novel is frequently studied in academic settings for its innovative
narrative techniques and its contribution to postcolonial literature.

Khoury’s work has also inspired discussions about the role of literature in
preserving marginalized histories and fostering empathy. In a media landscape
often dominated by political rhetoric, "Gate of the Sun" offers a humanistic
perspective that foregrounds personal experience and cultural memory.

Adaptations and Critical Reception

While there have been no major film adaptations of "Gate of the Sun," its
cinematic qualities—vivid imagery and episodic storytelling—lend themselves
well to visual interpretation. Critics have lauded Khoury’s ability to
balance the political with the poetic, making the novel a touchstone for
those interested in Middle Eastern narratives.

Academic critiques often highlight the book’s challenge to dominant
narratives about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, emphasizing its role in
amplifying Palestinian voices through literature. The novel is praised for
its ethical engagement with trauma and its refusal to simplify complex
historical realities.

---

In addressing the complexities of displacement and identity, "gate of the sun
elias khoury" remains a profound literary achievement. Its intricate
narrative and thematic richness continue to invite readers and scholars alike
to reflect on the enduring impact of history on personal and collective
lives. Through Khoury’s evocative storytelling, the gate to understanding the



Palestinian experience opens wide, offering a powerful testament to memory,
loss, and hope.

Gate Of The Sun Elias Khoury

  gate of the sun elias khoury: Gate of the Sun Elias Khoury, 2007-03-20 First published in
1998, this novel has been called the first magnum opus of the Palestinian saga. Drawing on the
stories he gathered from refugee camps, Khoury has provided a touching, powerful glimpse of
(PalestiniansU) unique place in world history (Los Angeles Times).
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Lordship and Liberation in Palestine-Israel Muhannad
Ayyash, 2025-07-22 This interdisciplinary book provides timely fresh perspective on Palestine-Israel
by rethinking the nature of settler-colonial sovereignty and the relationship between land and
people. Muhannad Ayyash argues that this relationship comes in two distinct forms: a
settler-colonial type, practiced by the Israeli state, that consists of “lordship” over land and people,
and a decolonial type, seen in Palestinian popular organizing, that he calls “land as life,” a reciprocal
bond. The former is characterized by private ownership, possession, and violent expulsion of others;
the latter by communal ownership, belonging to the land, and opposition to the violence of
expulsion. Ranging widely across theory and history, Ayyash contends that the opposition between
these two types is at the core of the Palestinian-Israeli struggle. The choice before us today, he
concludes, is between the continuation of the Israeli settler-colonial project in particular and the
project of colonial modernity in general, or the commencement of a decolonial age in Palestine-Israel
and beyond. Offering both novel theorizations and politically engaged analysis, Lordship and
Liberation in Palestine-Israel illuminates how decolonial sovereignties represent an alternative to
settler-colonial violence.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Yalo Elias Khoury, Humphrey (trans) Davies, 2009 Yalo was a
soldier on one of the many sides in Lebanon's sectarian civil war, and then he becomes a deserter
and a thief, a nightwatchman in Paris, an arms smuggler, and then a rapist. And then he falls in love
with his victim - who turns him in to the police. This novel is a modern Thousand and One Nights, a
series of confessions extracted under torture, a recitation of all of his memories, all of his sorrows,
all of his guilt - and other crimes which his interrogators need him to confess to. Beirut and the
legacy of the wars of the Middle East are the texture of Elias Khoury's extraordinary and huge
literary achievement.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Witnessing the Witness of War Crimes, Mass Murder, and
Genocide Manuela Consonni, Philip Galland Nord, 2023-07-24 Rethinking the concepts of witnessing
and witness is highly relevant to the study of war crimes, mass murder and genocide. Through
multiple readings, the volume shows the meanings and functions of witnessing in a political and
historical context marked by the emergence of multiculturalism. The ultimate goal is the exploration
of divergent and intersectional positions of the witness and witnessing as both concrete and
hermeneutical categories. As a result, the mechanisms of social, political, and psychological
oppression, murder and genocide will become tangible and understandable with greater precision
and finesse.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: City Gates Elias Khoury, 2024-09-04 City Gates was first
published in Arabic in 1981, and in English in 1993. It is a further exploration of the themes of exile,
dislocation, and identity. Elias Khoury's early works show him finding the distinctive voice that
explodes in his epic Gate of the Sun. A stranger arrives at the gates of a city from which everyone
appears to have fled. The once besieged and now deserted city is Beirut. City Gates is a fable of
displacement and a visionary tale about the consequences of civil war in the Middle East.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: The Palestinian Novel Bashir Abu-Manneh, 2016-04-26 What

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/gate-of-the-sun-elias-khoury.pdf


happens to the Palestinian novel after the national dispossession of the nakba, and how do
Palestinian novelists respond to this massive crisis? This is the first study in English to chart the
development of the Palestinian novel in exile and under occupation from 1948 onwards. By reading
the novel in the context of the ebb and flow of Arab and Palestinian revolution, Bashir Abu-Manneh
defines the links between aesthetics and politics. Combining historical analysis with textual readings
of key novels by Jabra, Kanafani, Habiby, and Khalifeh, the chronicle of the Palestinian novel unfolds
as one that articulates humanism, self-sacrifice as collective redemption, mutuality, and
self-realization. Political challenge, hope, and possibility are followed by the decay of collective and
individual agency. Genet's and Khoury's unrivalled literary homages to Palestinian revolt are also
examined. By critically engaging with Lukács, Adorno, and postcolonial theory, questions of struggle
and self-determination take centre stage.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: The Holocaust and the Nakba Bashir Bashir, Amos Goldberg,
2018-11-13 In this groundbreaking book, leading Arab and Jewish intellectuals examine how and
why the Holocaust and the Nakba are interlinked without blurring fundamental differences between
them. While these two foundational tragedies are often discussed separately and in abstraction from
the constitutive historical global contexts of nationalism and colonialism, The Holocaust and the
Nakba explores the historical, political, and cultural intersections between them. The majority of the
contributors argue that these intersections are embedded in cultural imaginations, colonial and
asymmetrical power relations, realities, and structures. Focusing on them paves the way for a new
political, historical, and moral grammar that enables a joint Arab-Jewish dwelling and supports
historical reconciliation in Israel/Palestine. This book does not seek to draw a parallel or comparison
between the Holocaust and Nakba or to merely inaugurate a “dialogue” between them. Instead, it
searches for a new historical and political grammar for relating and narrating their complicated
intersections. The book features prominent international contributors, including a foreword by
Lebanese novelist Elias Khoury on the centrality of the Holocaust and Nakba in the essential
struggle of humanity against racism, and an afterword by literary scholar Jacqueline Rose on the
challenges and contributions of the linkage between the Holocaust and Nakba for power to shift and
a world of justice and equality to be created between the two peoples. The Holocaust and the Nakba
is the first extended and collective scholarly treatment in English of these two constitutive traumas
together.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Letters to Palestine Vijay Prashad, 2015-04-14 Operation
Protective Edge, Israel’s seven-week bombing campaign and ground invasion of Gaza in the summer
of 2014, resulted in half a million displaced Gazans, tens of thousands of destroyed homes, and more
than 2,000 deaths—and, yet, it was only the latest in a long series of assaults endured by
Palestinians isolated in Gaza. But, following the conflict, polls revealed a startling fact: for the first
time, a majority of Americans under thirty found Israel’s actions unjustified. Jon Stewart aired a
blistering attack on Israeli violence, and a video of a UN spokesperson weeping as he was
interviewed in Gaza went viral, appearing on Vanity Fair and Buzzfeed, among other sites. This book
traces this swelling American recognition of Palestinian suffering, struggle, and hope, in writing that
is personal, lyrical, anguished, and inspiring. Some of the leading writers of our time, such as Junot
Díaz and Teju Cole, poets and essayists, novelists and scholars, Palestinian American activists like
Huwaida Arraf, Noura Erakat, and Remi Kanazi, give voice to feelings of empathy and solidarity—as
well as anger at US support for Israeli policy—in intimate letters, beautiful essays, and furious
poems. This is a landmark work of controversial, committed literary writing.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Yalo Ilyās Khūrī, 2009-02-03 Award-winning author Elias
Khoury's latest novel is a searing look at truth and memory, love and trancendence, told through the
contradictory confessions of a young Lebanese prisoner During the Lebanese civil war in the 1980s,
a young man is arrested and charged with rape. Repeatedly interrogated and tortured, Yalo is
forced--like Scheherazade--to tell a different story each day to stay alive. As he battles to understand
his past and the forces that have shaped him, he comes to discover his own voice and the true Yalo
begins to emerge. This is a searing look at truth and memory, love and transcendence, from one of



our most important Arab novelists.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: The Cambridge Companion to the Postcolonial Novel Ato
Quayson, 2016 This Companion provides an engaging account of the postcolonial novel, from Joseph
Conrad to Jean Rhys. Covering subjects from disability and diaspora to the sublime and the city, this
Companion reveals the myriad traditions that have shaped the postcolonial literary landscape.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Parting Ways Judith Butler, 2012 Here, the provocative theorist
argues for the separation of Jewishness from Zionism, engaging a number of thinkers who offer
important resources for thinking about dispossession, state violence, and possibilities of
cohabitation.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: States of Emergency Stephen Morton, 2013-01-01 States of
Emergency examines how violent anticolonial struggles and the legal, military, and political
techniques employed by colonial governments to contain them have been imagined in both literary
and legal narratives. Through a series of case studies, Stephen Morton considers how colonial states
of emergency have been defined and represented in the contexts of Ireland, India, South Africa,
Algeria, Kenya, and Israel- Palestine, concluding with a compelling assessment of the continuities
between colonial states of emergency and the war on terror in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Letters from Gaza Mahmoud Alshaer, Mohammed Al-Zaqzooq,
2025-04-29 As the year 2023 came to an end, and wistfulness filled the air with hopes for the new
tidings; the whole world was left startled with the unfolding of the largest humanitarian crisis of this
century. While we lamented at the visuals of unimaginable destruction, loss, and unsurmountable
pain, there were people living that reality. Men, women, and children with plans for the weekend
and dreams to fulfill; many wrapping their chores early to take a walk by the sea. Millions of such
diverse individuals who were now only spoken of words wrapped in tragedy; all merged into one.
Surviving war isn't a blanket experience; there are many facets which remain unheard. This
collection is pertinent in bringing focus to the diverse human stories behind the crisis, the emotions
that rang loudly in the silence of the night, when the shutters went down and the dust had settled.
Throughout the year, 30 people living in the Gaza strip, of varied ages and ethnographies, penned
their feelings, fears, memories, thoughts, and hopes on the tempestuous days of war. Each story is a
reminder of the world held within every person and how humanity at large was at stake with them.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: The Place of the Mediterranean in Modern Israeli Identity
Alexandra Nocke, 2009-03-25 While early Zionists envisioned the Jewish state as an outpost of
Europe in the Middle East, modern Israel is—geographically speaking—located in Asia and
incorporates elements from both “Orient and Occident.” This book sheds light on how the
Mediterranean region, its history, traditions, climate, and attitudes have shaped Israeli lived
experience and consciousness. It offers new perspectives on the evolving phenomenon of Yam
Tikhoniut (hebr. Mediterraneanism), which centers around the longing to find a natural place in
order that Israel be accommodated in the region, both culturally and politically. This book explores
Mediterraneanism as reflected in popular music, literature, architecture, and daily life and analyzes
the ways in which the notion comprises cultural identity, societal concepts, and political realities.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: The Granta Book of the African Short Story Helon Habila,
2011-09-01 Presenting a diverse and dazzling collection from all over the continent, from Morocco to
Zimbabwe, Uganda to Kenya. Helon Habila focuses on younger, newer writers - contrasted with
some of their older, more established peers - to give a fascinating picture of a new and more
liberated Africa. These writers are characterized by their engagement with the wider world and the
opportunities offered by the end of apartheid, the end of civil wars and dictatorships, and the
possibilities of free movement. Their work is inspired by travel and exile. They are liberated, global
and expansive. As Dambudzo Marechera wrote: 'If you're a writer for a specific nation or specific
race, then f*** you. These are the stories of a new Africa, punchy, self-confident and defiant.
Includes stories by: Fatou Diome; Aminatta Forna; Manuel Rui; Patrice Nganang; Leila Aboulela; Zo
Wicomb; Alaa Al Aswany; Doreen Baingana; E.C. Osondu.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: The Way to the Spring Ben Ehrenreich, 2016-06-14 From an



award-winning journalist, a brave and necessary immersion into the everyday struggles of
Palestinian life Over the past three years, American writer Ben Ehrenreich has been traveling to and
living in the West Bank, staying with Palestinian families in its largest cities and its smallest villages.
Along the way he has written major stories for American outlets, including a remarkable New York
Times Magazine cover story. Now comes the powerful new work that has always been his ultimate
goal, The Way to the Spring. We are familiar with brave journalists who travel to bleak or war-torn
places on a mission to listen and understand, to gather the stories of people suffering from extremes
of oppression and want: Katherine Boo, Ryszard Kapuściński, Ted Conover, and Philip Gourevitch
among them. Palestine is, by any measure, whatever one's politics, one such place. Ruled by the
Israeli military, set upon and harassed constantly by Israeli settlers who admit unapologetically to
wanting to drive them from the land, forced to negotiate an ever more elaborate and more
suffocating series of fences, checkpoints, and barriers that have sundered home from field, home
from home, this is a population whose living conditions are unique, and indeed hard to imagine. In a
great act of bravery, empathy and understanding, Ben Ehrenreich, by placing us in the footsteps of
ordinary Palestinians and telling their story with surpassing literary power and grace, makes it
impossible for us to turn away.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Women’s War Stories Michelle Hartman, Malek Abisaab,
2022-09-09 Women have consistently been left out of the official writing of Lebanese history, and
nowhere is this more obvious than in writing on the Lebanese Civil War. As more and more histories
of the war begin to circulate, few include any in-depth discussion of the multiple roles women played
in wartime Lebanon. Fewer still address the essential issues of women’s work and their creative
production, such as literature, performance art, and filmmaking. Developed out of a larger oral
history project collecting and archiving the ways in which women narrated their experiences of the
Lebanese Civil War, this book focuses on a wide range of subjects, all framed as women telling their
“war stories.” Each of the six chapters centers on women who worked or created art during the war,
revealing, in their own words, the challenges, struggles, and resistance they faced during this
tumultuous period of Lebanese history.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: After Said Bashir Abu-Manneh, 2018-12-13 By the time of his
death in 2003, Edward Said was one of the most famous literary critics of the twentieth century.
Said's work has been hugely influential far beyond academia. As a prominent advocate for the
Palestinian cause and noted cultural critic, Said redefined the role of the public intellectual. This
volume explores the problems and opportunities afforded by Said's work: its productive and
generative capacities as well as its in-built limitations. After Said captures the essence of Said's
intellectual and political contribution and his extensive impact on postcolonial studies. It examines
his legacy by critically elaborating his core concepts and arguments. Among the issues it tackles are
humanism, Orientalism, culture and imperialism, exile and the contrapuntal, realism and
postcolonial modernism, world literature, Islamophobia, and capitalism and the political economy of
empire. It is an excellent resource for students, graduates and instructors studying postcolonial
literary theory and the works of Said.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Conflicts Liron Mor, 2024-01-02 Liron Mor’s book queries what
conflict means in the context of Palestine–Israel. Conflict has long been seen as singular and
primary: as an “original sin” that necessitates the state and underwrites politics. This book
problematizes this universal notion of conflict, revealing its colonial implications and proposing that
conflicts are always politically constructed after the fact and are thus to be understood in their
various specific forms. The book explores sites of poetic and political strife in Palestine–Israel by
combining a comparative study of Hebrew and Arabic literature with political and literary theory.
Mor leverages an archive that ranges from the 1930s to the present, from prose and poetry to film
and television, to challenge the conception of the Palestinian–Israeli context as a conflict, delineating
the colonial history of this concept and showing its inadequacy to Palestine–Israel. Instead, Mor
articulates locally specific modes of theorizing the antagonisms and mediations, colonial
technologies, and anticolonial practices that make up the fabric of this site. The book thus offers five



figurative conflictual concepts that are derived from the poetics of the works: conflict
(judgment/ishtibāk), levaṭim (disorienting dilemmas), ikhtifāʾ (anti/colonial disappearance), ḥoḳ
(mediating law), and inqisām (hostile severance). In so doing, Conflicts aims to generate a
historically and geographically situated mode of theory-making, which defies the separation between
the conceptual and the poetic.
  gate of the sun elias khoury: Visualizing the Palestinian Struggle Terri Ginsberg, 2016-10-26
This book offers a much-needed focus on Palestine solidarity films, supplying a critical theoretical
framework whose intellectual thrust is rooted in the challenges facing scholars censored for
attempting to rectify and reverse the silencing of a subject matter about which much of the world
would remain uninformed without cinematic and televisual mediation. Its innovative focus on
Palestine solidarity films spans a selected array of works which began to emerge during the 1970s,
made by directors located outside Palestine/Israel who professed support for Palestinian liberation.
Visualizing the Palestinian Struggle analyzes Palestine solidarity films hailing from countries such as
Canada, the United Kingdom, Egypt, Iran, Palestine/Israel, Mexico, and the United States.
Visualizing the Palestinian Struggle is an effort to insist, constructively, upon a rectification and
reversal of the glaring and disproportionate minimization and distortionof discourse critical of
Zionism and Israeli policy in the cinematic and televisual public sphere.
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