from the autobiography of benjamin
franklin

From the Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin: A Timeless Journey of Wisdom and Self-
Improvement

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin, readers step into the vibrant world of
one of America’s most fascinating founding fathers. Franklin’s life story isn’t just a
historical recount; it’s a treasure trove of insights on personal growth, perseverance, and
practical wisdom that continues to inspire people centuries later. His autobiography
remains one of the most influential works in American literature, offering a candid look at
his journey from humble beginnings to becoming a polymath—an inventor, statesman,
writer, and philosopher.

Exploring this classic text reveals more than just the narrative of a man’s life; it provides
timeless lessons on ambition, self-discipline, and the pursuit of knowledge. In this article,
we’ll dive into key themes and takeaways from the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin,
highlighting why it remains relevant and valuable in today’s world.

Understanding the Context of Franklin’s
Autobiography

Before delving into the content, it’s essential to grasp the context in which Franklin wrote
his autobiography. Unlike many autobiographies focusing solely on personal
achievements, Franklin’s narrative was also intended as a guide to moral virtue and
practical living.

Why Did Franklin Write His Autobiography?

Franklin penned his autobiography in several installments between 1771 and 1790,
primarily addressing his son. However, the manuscript was never completed as he
originally intended. His purpose was both reflective and instructional: he wanted to share
the lessons he had learned to help future generations lead better, more productive lives.

The book offers a blend of anecdotal stories, personal reflections, and advice, revealing

much about the era’s social and political landscape. It also showcases Franklin’s belief in
self-improvement and the power of education.

Key Themes from the Autobiography of Benjamin



Franklin

Franklin’s autobiography touches on numerous themes that resonate deeply even today.
Let’s explore some of the most significant ones.

The Value of Hard Work and Self-Made Success

One of the overarching messages in Franklin’s life story is the importance of
industriousness. Born into a modest family, Franklin’s rise to prominence was the result of
relentless effort and a keen intellect. He famously said, “Diligence is the mother of good
luck,” underscoring his belief that success is earned, not given.

Throughout his autobiography, Franklin details his early struggles in the printing
business, his self-education, and his various entrepreneurial ventures. This theme
encourages readers to embrace a strong work ethic and take initiative in shaping their
destinies.

Commitment to Lifelong Learning

From a young age, Franklin demonstrated an insatiable curiosity. Despite limited formal
schooling, he taught himself multiple subjects, from literature to science. His
autobiography chronicles his reading habits, experiments, and intellectual pursuits, which
ultimately contributed to his many inventions and political ideas.

This commitment to continuous learning is a powerful reminder of the value of education
beyond traditional classrooms. Franklin’s example motivates individuals to cultivate
knowledge throughout their lives.

Virtue and Moral Improvement

Franklin’s autobiography is well-known for its focus on virtue. He developed a list of
thirteen virtues he aimed to embody, including temperance, silence, order, resolution,
frugality, and humility. He created a chart to track his progress, demonstrating an early
form of personal development and accountability.

This methodical approach to character building reveals Franklin’s practical mindset and
offers a blueprint for readers interested in improving their own lives through conscious
effort.

Lessons from Franklin’s Personal Habits

One of the most compelling aspects of the autobiography is Franklin’s detailed exploration



of his daily routines and habits, which contributed significantly to his productivity and
success.

The Power of Routine

Franklin’s famous daily schedule exemplifies the impact of structured time management.
He divided his day into blocks for work, reflection, and rest, asking himself each morning,
“What good shall I do this day?” and each evening, “What good have I done today?”

This practice of intentional living and self-reflection is a valuable tip for anyone looking to
increase focus and effectiveness in their daily life.

Frugality and Financial Wisdom

Economic prudence was another cornerstone of Franklin’s philosophy. His autobiography
details how living within one’s means and saving diligently can lead to financial
independence. Franklin’s advice on money management remains relevant, emphasizing
moderation and thoughtful spending.

The Autobiography’s Impact on American Culture
and Beyond

The autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is more than a personal memoir; it has played a
significant role in shaping American identity and ideals.

A Blueprint for the “Self-Made Man”

Franklin’s story helped popularize the notion of the “self-made man” — someone who rises
through hard work, education, and ethical conduct. This concept became deeply
embedded in the American Dream and continues to influence cultural narratives about
success and opportunity.

Inspiration for Writers and Thinkers

The clear, engaging prose of Franklin’s autobiography set a standard for American
literature. It inspired countless writers to explore personal narratives and practical
wisdom in their works. Moreover, Franklin’s blend of humor, humility, and insight made
his autobiography accessible and enjoyable to a broad audience.



How to Apply Franklin’s Wisdom Today

The enduring popularity of from the autobiography of benjamin franklin lies in its practical
advice that transcends time. Here are some ways modern readers can integrate his
teachings into their own lives:

¢ Adopt a Growth Mindset: Like Franklin, view challenges as opportunities to learn
and grow rather than obstacles.

¢ Create a Personal Virtue List: Identify qualities you want to cultivate and track
your progress systematically.

e Establish Daily Routines: Incorporate time for planning, working, and reflecting to
boost productivity and self-awareness.

¢ Practice Financial Discipline: Manage your resources wisely by budgeting, saving,
and avoiding unnecessary expenses.

e Embrace Lifelong Learning: Make reading, experimenting, and self-education
regular parts of your life.

By internalizing these principles, anyone can benefit from the wisdom Franklin shared in
his autobiography, fostering personal and professional growth.

Why Franklin’s Autobiography Still Matters

In a fast-paced, technology-driven world, the voice of Benjamin Franklin offers a
refreshing reminder of timeless values. His balanced approach to life—combining ambition
with humility, hard work with reflection, and intellect with practicality—resonates with
readers seeking meaningful direction.

The autobiography’s blend of storytelling and self-help principles makes it not only a
historical document but also a guidebook for personal development. Whether you are a
student, entrepreneur, or lifelong learner, Franklin’s journey provides inspiration and
actionable insights.

As you explore from the autobiography of benjamin franklin, you’ll find that beyond the

historical facts lies a blueprint for living a purposeful and fulfilling life, proving that great
wisdom truly knows no age.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of 'The Autobiography of
Benjamin Franklin' in American literature?

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is significant because it offers insight into the life
and values of one of America's Founding Fathers, illustrating themes of self-improvement,
industriousness, and civic responsibility, which have influenced American culture and
literature.

How does Benjamin Franklin portray his approach to
self-improvement in his autobiography?

Benjamin Franklin portrays his approach to self-improvement as methodical and
disciplined, outlining his famous 13 virtues and his systematic practice of them to achieve
moral perfection and personal growth.

What role does the autobiography play in understanding
the American Enlightenment?

The autobiography exemplifies the ideals of the American Enlightenment by emphasizing
reason, scientific inquiry, education, and the pursuit of knowledge as means to improve
oneself and society.

How does Franklin's autobiography reflect his views on
education and learning?

Franklin's autobiography reflects his belief in lifelong learning and education as essential
tools for personal and social advancement, highlighting his self-education efforts and
advocacy for public institutions like libraries and schools.

What insights does the autobiography provide about
Franklin's early life and career?

The autobiography provides detailed insights into Franklin's early life, including his
humble beginnings, apprenticeship as a printer, entrepreneurial ventures, and the
development of his practical skills and philosophies.

Why did Benjamin Franklin never complete his
autobiography, and how does that affect its
interpretation?

Franklin never completed his autobiography likely due to other commitments and possibly
a changing perspective on his own life story; this incompleteness leaves some aspects
open to interpretation and adds a sense of realism to his self-portrait.



Additional Resources

**Exploring the Timeless Wisdom: From the Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin**

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin emerges a rich, insightful narrative that
not only chronicles the life of one of America’s founding fathers but also offers a profound
exploration of personal development, civic responsibility, and innovation. This seminal
work stands as both a historical document and a guide to self-improvement, capturing the
spirit of Enlightenment thinking while providing practical advice that resonates across
centuries.

Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography is often celebrated for its candidness and the clarity
with which it reveals the intellect and character of its author. As an inventor, statesman,
and philosopher, Franklin’s life story encapsulates the ideals of industriousness, humility,
and continual learning. This article delves into the core themes and enduring lessons
presented in his autobiography, highlighting its relevance in contemporary discussions
about leadership, education, and personal success.

In-Depth Analysis of Franklin’s Narrative

Franklin’s autobiography is unique in its structure and purpose. Unlike many traditional
biographies that focus predominantly on triumphs or dramatic events, Franklin’s narrative
incorporates an analytical reflection on his own habits, mistakes, and philosophy. From
the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, readers gain insight into the deliberate process
by which Franklin sought to reform himself through a rigorous system of virtues and self-
discipline.

The text is divided into distinct phases of Franklin’s life, beginning with his early years in
Boston, moving through his apprenticeship in printing, and eventually chronicling his rise
as a public intellectual and diplomat. This progression not only maps his external
achievements but also documents his internal evolution. Franklin’s method of self-
improvement—most notably his “thirteen virtues”—illustrates a systematic approach to
character building that remains influential in the fields of psychology and personal
development.

The Role of Self-Education and Industriousness

One of the most compelling themes from the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is his
advocacy for self-education. Franklin, largely self-taught, underscores the importance of
reading, reflection, and intellectual curiosity. His ascent from a modest family background
to international prominence is attributed to his relentless commitment to learning and
practical application.

Franklin’s emphasis on industriousness is also noteworthy. He famously stated, “Early to
bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise,” encapsulating his belief in
disciplined work habits. This ethic contrasts with contemporary tendencies towards
instant gratification and highlights the value of perseverance and delayed rewards.



Virtue and Moral Philosophy

The autobiography’s detailed account of Franklin’s “thirteen virtues” offers a window into
the 18th-century Enlightenment ethos. These virtues—including temperance, silence,
order, resolution, frugality, and humility—were central to Franklin’s self-governance
framework. From the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, it is clear that these principles
were not merely theoretical ideals but practical tools for everyday decision-making.

The pros of this approach are evident in Franklin’s success and reputation; however, the
text also reveals the challenges he faced in consistently embodying these virtues. This
honest self-assessment adds depth to the narrative, presenting Franklin as a relatable
figure striving for moral excellence rather than an infallible icon.

Public Service and Civic Engagement

Franklin’s autobiography also sheds light on his deep commitment to public service. His
involvement in establishing libraries, fire departments, and educational institutions
reflects his belief in collective responsibility and the role of civic engagement in societal
advancement.

This aspect of his life illustrates a broader theme that resonates with contemporary
readers: the interplay between individual success and community welfare. Franklin’s life
exemplifies how personal ambition and public good can coalesce, a lesson still relevant in
leadership and governance discussions today.

Comparative Perspective: Autobiography Versus
Other Founding Documents

When juxtaposed with other founding documents of the United States, Franklin’s
autobiography offers a more intimate and personal perspective on the nation’s formative
years. While the Declaration of Independence or the Federalist Papers articulate political
philosophy and legal frameworks, Franklin’s narrative provides the human context behind
these ideals.

This contrast enriches historical understanding by grounding abstract principles in lived
experience. Moreover, the autobiography’s focus on self-improvement and practical

wisdom complements the broader ideological discourse, making it an essential companion
to more formal political texts.

Features That Distinguish Franklin’s Autobiography

e Pragmatic Tone: Unlike hagiographies, Franklin’s account maintains a pragmatic



and sometimes humorous tone, acknowledging his flaws and missteps.

e Didactic Purpose: The text serves as a guide for readers seeking to emulate
Franklin’s virtues and success strategies.

e Historical Context: It provides firsthand insights into colonial America, the printing
trade, and early American society.

e Philosophical Reflection: Franklin interweaves personal anecdotes with broader
reflections on ethics, politics, and human nature.

Pros and Cons of Using the Autobiography as a
Historical Source

While the autobiography is invaluable for understanding Franklin’s mindset and the
cultural milieu of his time, it is important to approach it critically. As with any
autobiographical work, there is a potential bias—Franklin’s narrative is selective and may
emphasize certain achievements over failures. The text was also written with the intent of
legacy-building, which can influence its portrayal of events.

Nevertheless, its candidness about personal struggles and its comprehensive coverage of
Franklin’s multifaceted life make it an indispensable resource for historians, students, and
enthusiasts of American history.

From the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, readers derive not only a portrait of a
remarkable individual but also a blueprint for lifelong learning and ethical living. The
work’s enduring popularity attests to its capacity to inspire and instruct across
generations, bridging the gap between history and contemporary self-improvement
literature. Through Franklin’s words, one encounters an early American vision of progress
that is both attainable and aspirational, grounded in the belief that character and intellect
are the foundations of a meaningful life.

From The Autobiography Of Benjamin Franklin

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2008-10-24 The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin was written by Benjamin
Franklin from 1771 to 1790; however, Franklin himself appears to have called the work his Memoirs.
Although it had a torturous publication history after Franklin's death, this work has become one of
the most famous and influential examples of autobiography ever written.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2005 In 1771, at the age of 65, Benjamin Franklin sat down to write his
autobiography, having emerged from the poverty and obscurity in which I was born and bred to a
state of affluence and some degree of reputation in the world, and having gone so far through life
with a considerable share of felicity. The result is a classic of American literature.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/from-the-autobiography-of-benjamin-franklin.pdf

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2014-05-20 The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is the traditional name for
the unfinished record of his own life written by Benjamin Franklin from 1771 to 1790; however,
Franklin himself appears to have called the work his Memoirs.Although it had a tortuous publication
history after Franklin's death, this work has become one of the most famous and influential examples
of an autobiography ever written. Franklin's account of his life is divided into four parts, reflecting
the different periods at which he wrote them. There are actual breaks in the narrative between the
first three parts, but Part Three's narrative continues into Part Four without an authorial break. We
Americans devour eagerly any piece of writing that purports to tell us the secret of success in life;
yet how often we are disappointed to find nothing but commonplace statements, or receipts that we
know by heart but never follow.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin -
(Illustrated) Benjamin Franklin, 2014-09-25 Benjamin Franklin's writings represent a long career
of literary, scientific, and political efforts over a lifetime which extended nearly the entire eighteenth
century. Franklin's achievements range from inventing the lightning rod to publishing Poor
Richard's Almanack to signing the Declaration of Independence. In his own lifetime he knew
prominence not only in America but in Britain and France as well. This volume includes Franklin's
reflections on such diverse questions as philosophy and religion.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Benjamin
Franklin, 1908

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2017-11-01

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Benjamin
Franklin, 2011-07-26 The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is one of the most famous works in
American literature. Ben Franklin started it as a private collection of anecdotes for his son, but soon
it was transformed into a work of history. This is a charming, self-portrait of one of America's
greatest forefathers. The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is a wonderful and enlightening piece
of work which should be considered for placement in every high school and college library. It tells of
the life and times in which Mr. Franklin lived, the attitudes of the colonists and of the British and the
ways that things were accomplished in colonial America. It is truly amazing to hear first hand how a
single individual with only two years of formal education can educate himself as Benjamin Franklin
did and rise to make such truly great contributions to society, science, engineering, and politics. Ben
Franklin was a clever businessman who effectively, by age 30, set up his business affairs so that his
printing businesses in several colonies were operated by partners and he received a share of the
profits, allowing him to pursue other interests. Franklin also played a key role in establishing
logistical support to the British during their fight with the French in the New World. Read The
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin to learn how Franklin devoted himself to self-improvement by
establishing clubs, lending libraries, a sober lifestyle allowing time for study, and his methods for
measuring his personal performance against metrics he had established for a proper lifestyle. Highly
recommended!

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Benjamin
Benjamin Franklin, 2016-12-15 Why buy our paperbacks? Unabridged (100% Original content)
Printed in USA on High Quality Paper 30 Days Money Back Guarantee Standard Font size of 10 for
all books Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping BEWARE OF LOW-QUALITY SELLERS Don't buy
cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use low-quality papers & binding. Their
pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their profit
margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. About Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by
Benjamin Franklin The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is the traditional name for the
unfinished record of his own life written by Benjamin Franklin from 1771 to 1790; however, Franklin
himself appears to have called the work his Memoirs. Although it had a tortuous publication history
after Franklin's death, this work has become one of the most famous and influential examples of an



autobiography ever written. Franklin's account of his life is divided into four parts, reflecting the
different periods at which he wrote them. There are actual breaks in the narrative between the first
three parts, but Part Three's narrative continues into Part Four without an authorial break (only an
editorial one).Part One of the Autobiography is addressed to Franklin's son William, at that time
(1771) Royal Governor of New Jersey. While in England at the estate of the Bishop of St Asaph in
Twyford, Franklin, now 65 years old, begins by saying that it may be agreeable to his son to know
some of the incidents of his father's life; so with a week's uninterrupted leisure, he is beginning to
write them down for William. He starts with some anecdotes of his grandfather, uncles, father and
mother. He deals with his childhood, his fondness for reading, and his service as an apprentice to his
brother James Franklin, a Boston printer and the publisher of the New England Courant. After
improving his writing skills through study of the Spectator by Joseph Addison and Sir Richard
Steele, he writes an anonymous paper and slips it under the door of the printing house by night. Not
knowing its author, James and his friends praise the paper and it is published in the Courant, which
encourages Ben to produce more essays (the Silence Dogood essays) which are also published.
When Ben reveals his authorship, James is angered, thinking the recognition of his papers will make
Ben too vain. James and Ben have frequent disputes and Ben seeks for a way to escape from working
under James.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
(AmazonClassics Edition) Benjamin Franklin, 2017-09-05 Written between 1717 and 1790, and
originally referred to by its author as simply Memoirs, Benjamin Franklin's autobiography is
considered the pioneering example of the genre. In this influential account of the American Dream in
action, Franklin recounts his early life, his inventions, his quest for virtue and self-improvement, and
his political achievements. The unfinished work is a vivid depiction of life in early America, as well as
a relatable and inspiring portrait of one of its revolutionary thinkers. AmazonClassics brings you
timeless works from iconic authors. Ideal for anyone who wants to read a great work for the first
time or revisit an old favorite, these new editions open the door to the stories and ideas that have
shaped our world. Revised edition: Previously published as The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin,
this edition of The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (AmazonClassics Edition) includes editorial
revisions.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 1916

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Benjamin
Franklin, 2016-09-05 Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography has received widespread praise, both for
its historical value as a record of an important early American and for its literary style. William Dean
Howells in 1905 asserted that Franklin's is one of the greatest autobiographies in literature, and
towers over other autobiographies as Franklin towered over other men. The Autobiography has been
recognized by most readers as a classic of literature and relating to the narrative voice of the author.
In this work, Franklin's persona comes alive and presents a man whose greatness does not keep him
from being down-to-earth and approachable, who faces up to mistakes and blunders (errata) he has
committed in life, and who presents personal success as something within the reach of anyone
willing to work hard enough for it.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - Autobiography
Benjamin Franklin, 2024-02-26 In this inspiring autobiography, Benjamin Franklin not only recounts
a significant portion of his beautiful and successful life but also shares his personal formula for
success. Franklin advocated sacrifice, hard work, thrift, frugality, and continuous education as
determinants for individual and collective prosperity. Franklin's basic idea that, no matter who you
are, with hard work and thrift, you can achieve prosperity and greatness fully embodies the
American dream. For all those involved in business development or collective projects, reading this
ebook is highly recommended. Franklin tells us how he created and encouraged numerous
enterprises in his city, Philadelphia, in the then colony of Pennsylvania, and in his country. Just to
name a few of the enterprises initiated by him: the first library, the first book club, the first militia,



the first hospital in Philadelphia, and often in the United States. Franklin was the epitome of an
honest, upright, and competent entrepreneur in both public administration and in the private
management of his printing press and newspaper. Benjamin Franklin will forever be a great example
of a citizen, entrepreneur, and public figure.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Benjamin
Franklin, 2015-07-13 Widely regarded as one of America's most accomplished statesmen, Benjamin
Franklin began his career as an apprentice in his brother's printing business. A restless spirit took
him to Philadelphia where he opened his own printing shop. Despite very little formal schooling,
Franklin's love for learning and experimentation led him to world-wide fame as a printer, scientist,
inventor, and statesman. In his autobiography, Benjamin Franklin shares his uniquely practical-and
uniquely American-story and philosophy .

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2018-08-29 This account stands as a classic among autobiographies, a
compelling and easy read about a man who, from lowly beginnings in Boston, rose to become a
hugely-respected public servant, writer, scientist and inventor and who went on to play a key role in
the American Revolution and the founding of the United States. Franklin's autobiography, published
after his death, is an unfinished collection of memoirs written over four different periods of his life.
It starts in the form of a letter to his son, William, and describes aspects of his childhood in Boston in
the early 1700s and his move to Philadelphia where he set up a successful printing business. The
many contributions he made to public causes grew out of a strong sense of civic duty, and a
stringent work ethic that formed part of his plan for attaining moral perfection, which is detailed in
the second period. The last two sections cover his impressive political and scientific work and give
the reader an insight into the developing tensions between the American colonies and the British
crown. A polymath of immense standing, Benjamin Franklin stands out as one of the most highly
esteemed figures of the nineteenth century. Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is a record of the
life of one of the most impressive people in the American history. Franklin's autobiography, although
unfinished, represents one of the most famous and influential examples of an autobiography ever
written. His book is the record of an unusual life told in his own unexcelled conversational style. The
Autobiography is Franklin's longest work, and yet it is only a fragment of it. The account of
Franklin's life is divided in a manner that reflects the different periods in which he wrote them. The
first part, written as a letter to his son, William Franklin, was not intended for publication; the
composition is more informal and the narrative more personal than in the second part, from 1730
onward, which was written with a view to publication. Contents: Ancestry and Early Life in Boston
Beginning Life as a Printer Arrival in Philadelphia First Visit to Boston Early Friends in Philadelphia
First Visit to London Beginning Business in Philadelphia Business Success and First Public Service
Plan for Attaining Moral Perfection Poor Richard's Almanac and Other Activities Interest in Public
Affairs Defense of the Province Public Services and Duties Albany Plan of Union Quarrels with the
Proprietary Governors Braddock's Expedition Franklin's Defense of the Frontier Scientific
Experiments Agent of Pennsylvania in London Electrical Kite The Way to Wealth The Whistle A
Letter to Samuel Mather

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 1886

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
and a Sketch of Franklin's Life from the Point where the Autobiography Ends Benjamin
Franklin, 1896

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin -
Scholar's Choice Edition Benjamin Franklin, 2015-02-12 This work has been selected by scholars
as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works
have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the



work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and
we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 1901

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin, 2001-02-01 Charming self-portrait covers boyhood, work as a printer, political
career, scientific experiments, much more. Its openness, honesty, and readable style have made the
Autobiography one of the great classics of the genre.

from the autobiography of benjamin franklin: Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Benjamin
Franklin, 2016-04-01 Why buy our paperbacks? Standard Font size of 10 for all books High Quality
Paper Fulfilled by Amazon Expedited shipping 30 Days Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of
Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use
low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size
of 6 or less to increase their profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. How is this
book unique? Unabridged (100% Original content) Font adjustments & biography included
Illustrated About Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin The Autobiography of
Benjamin Franklin is the traditional name for the unfinished record of his own life written by
Benjamin Franklin from 1771 to 1790; however, Franklin himself appears to have called the work his
Memoirs. Although it had a tortuous publication history after Franklin's death, this work has become
one of the most famous and influential examples of an autobiography ever written. Franklin's
account of his life is divided into four parts, reflecting the different periods at which he wrote them.
There are actual breaks in the narrative between the first three parts, but Part Three's narrative
continues into Part Four without an authorial break (only an editorial one).Part One of the
Autobiography is addressed to Franklin's son William, at that time (1771) Royal Governor of New
Jersey. While in England at the estate of the Bishop of St Asaph in Twyford, Franklin, now 65 years
old, begins by saying that it may be agreeable to his son to know some of the incidents of his father's
life; so with a week's uninterrupted leisure, he is beginning to write them down for William. He
starts with some anecdotes of his grandfather, uncles, father and mother. He deals with his
childhood, his fondness for reading, and his service as an apprentice to his brother James Franklin, a
Boston printer and the publisher of the New England Courant. After improving his writing skills
through study of the Spectator by Joseph Addison and Sir Richard Steele, he writes an anonymous
paper and slips it under the door of the printing house by night. Not knowing its author, James and
his friends praise the paper and it is published in the Courant, which encourages Ben to produce
more essays (the Silence Dogood essays) which are also published. When Ben reveals his authorship,
James is angered, thinking the recognition of his papers will make Ben too vain. James and Ben have
frequent disputes and Ben seeks for a way to escape from working under James.
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