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Donna Summer Another Place and Time: A Timeless Journey Through Music and Emotion

donna summer another place and time is more than just the title of an album; it’s a
vivid chapter in the legendary queen of disco’s illustrious career. Released in 1989, this
record marked a significant moment where Donna Summer ventured into new musical
landscapes, blending her signature soulful vocals with contemporary pop and dance
rhythms. For fans of Donna Summer and those curious about the evolution of late 80s
music, this album offers a fascinating glimpse into how an icon adapts and thrives amid
changing trends.

The Story Behind Donna Summer Another Place
and Time

By the late 1980s, Donna Summer had already cemented her place as the “Queen of
Disco,” thanks to timeless hits like “Hot Stuff” and “Last Dance.” However, the disco era
had waned, and artists had to reinvent themselves to stay relevant. “Another Place and
Time” was Summer’s answer to this challenge. Produced by the legendary British trio Stock
Aitken Waterman, known for their catchy, upbeat pop productions, the album was a fresh
departure from her earlier work.

A Collaboration That Changed the Game

This collaboration was pivotal. Stock Aitken Waterman (SAW) were responsible for a string
of hits for artists such as Kylie Minogue and Rick Astley, famous for their infectious dance-
pop sound. Working with SAW infused Donna Summer’s music with a modern flair, aligning
her with the late 80s club scene while maintaining her powerful vocal identity.

The production approach was different from her disco roots; it emphasized synthesized
melodies, driving beats, and polished arrangements. This blend created a bridge between
the classic disco era and the emerging dance-pop genre of the time.

Musical Highlights and Signature Tracks

One cannot talk about “Donna Summer Another Place and Time” without mentioning the
standout tracks that defined the album’s success and legacy.

“This Time I Know It’s for Real”

Arguably the most famous song from the album, “This Time I Know It’s for Real” became a



massive hit worldwide. It showcased Summer’s ability to deliver energetic, heartfelt
performances that resonated with a new generation. The song’s catchy chorus and upbeat
tempo made it a staple on dance floors and radio stations alike.

Other Noteworthy Songs

Beyond the lead single, tracks like “Love’s About to Change My Heart” and “I Don’t Wanna
Get Hurt” continued the album’s dance-pop momentum. These songs highlighted Summer’s
versatility, blending emotive lyrics with club-ready beats. Fans and critics alike appreciated
how the album balanced commercial appeal with artistic integrity.

Thematic Elements and Lyrics

The themes explored in “Another Place and Time” revolve around love, hope, and
transformation—common motifs in Donna Summer’s repertoire but presented here with a
renewed optimism. The lyrics often touch on the excitement and vulnerability of new
relationships, the strength found in self-belief, and the desire for connection.

This thematic freshness helped the album resonate deeply with listeners experiencing the
late 80s cultural shifts, where music was a vital outlet for personal and collective
expression.

Emotional Resonance in Donna Summer’s Vocals

One of the album’s strongest aspects is Donna Summer’s vocal delivery. Her voice carries a
blend of warmth and power, capable of conveying both joy and longing. This emotional
range makes songs like “This Time I Know It’s for Real” feel genuine and relatable,
contributing to the album’s enduring appeal.

Impact and Legacy of Donna Summer Another
Place and Time

While the album might not have reached the commercial heights of her disco-era releases,
“Another Place and Time” played a crucial role in revitalizing Donna Summer’s career. It
introduced her to a younger audience and demonstrated her adaptability as an artist.

Influence on Dance and Pop Music

The success of the album and its singles helped solidify the late 80s dance-pop sound as a
mainstream force. Donna Summer’s collaboration with SAW influenced other established



artists to experiment with similar production styles, blending traditional vocal prowess with
contemporary electronic sounds.

Critical Reception and Fan Appreciation

Critics praised the album for its catchy hooks and Summer’s vocal performance, noting it as
a strong comeback. Fans admired the fresh energy and danceability, ensuring that songs
from the album remained popular in clubs and retrospectives for years.

Where to Experience Donna Summer Another
Place and Time Today

For those interested in exploring this chapter of Donna Summer’s career, the album is
accessible across various platforms.

Streaming Services: Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon Music offer the full album,
including remastered versions.

Vinyl and CD Collectors: Original pressings and reissues can be found on collector
sites and record stores, prized for their nostalgic value.

Live Performances and Videos: Footage from Donna Summer’s performances
during this era can be found on YouTube, providing a visual and auditory experience
of the album’s impact.

Why Donna Summer Another Place and Time Still
Matters

In an era dominated by digital music and rapid trends, “Another Place and Time” reminds
us of the timeless power of reinvention. Donna Summer’s willingness to embrace new
sounds while staying true to her vocal identity offers valuable lessons for artists and music
lovers alike.

Moreover, the album’s dance-pop grooves continue to inspire contemporary musicians who
seek to blend emotion with rhythm. It stands as a testament to Donna Summer’s enduring
artistry and her ability to connect across generations.

Whether you’re a die-hard fan or discovering her music for the first time, “Donna Summer
Another Place and Time” invites you to experience a vibrant snapshot of musical
history—one filled with passion, evolution, and unforgettable melodies.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Another Place and Time' by Donna Summer?
'Another Place and Time' is a studio album by Donna Summer, released in 1989, featuring a
dance-pop and disco sound with production by the British team Stock Aitken Waterman.

When was 'Another Place and Time' released?
'Another Place and Time' was released in 1989.

Who produced Donna Summer's 'Another Place and
Time' album?
The album was produced by Stock Aitken Waterman, a British songwriting and production
team known for their work in the late 1980s.

What are the hit singles from 'Another Place and Time'?
The most notable singles from the album include 'This Time I Know It's for Real' and 'I Don't
Wanna Get Hurt'.

How was 'Another Place and Time' received by critics?
The album was generally well-received, with critics praising Donna Summer's return to
dance music and the catchy, upbeat production by Stock Aitken Waterman.

Did 'Another Place and Time' mark a change in Donna
Summer's musical style?
Yes, the album marked a return to a more dance-pop and disco-oriented style, contrasting
with some of her previous more experimental or rock-influenced work.

Was 'Another Place and Time' commercially successful?
The album achieved moderate commercial success, with its lead single 'This Time I Know
It's for Real' becoming a top 10 hit in several countries.

How did 'This Time I Know It's for Real' perform on the
charts?
'This Time I Know It's for Real' reached number 7 on the UK Singles Chart and also charted
well internationally, revitalizing Donna Summer's presence in the pop and dance music
scene.



Is 'Another Place and Time' considered one of Donna
Summer's comeback albums?
Yes, 'Another Place and Time' is often regarded as a comeback album because it brought
Donna Summer back into mainstream dance music prominence after several years away
from the charts.

Where can I listen to or buy 'Another Place and Time' by
Donna Summer?
The album is available on major music streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, and
Amazon Music, and can also be purchased as a physical CD or digital download from
retailers such as Amazon and iTunes.

Additional Resources
Donna Summer Another Place and Time: A Retrospective on a Disco Icon’s 1980s
Reinvention

donna summer another place and time marks a significant chapter in the illustrious
career of the Queen of Disco. Released in 1989, this album signified a creative pivot for
Donna Summer, reflecting both her adaptability and her efforts to remain relevant in the
shifting musical landscape of the late 1980s. While her earlier work was largely
synonymous with the disco era’s pulsating beats and dancefloor anthems, Another Place
and Time showcased a different side of Summer—melding pop sensibilities with
contemporary production styles.

This article delves into the artistic and commercial nuances of Donna Summer’s Another
Place and Time, exploring its production background, musical direction, and impact within
the context of her career as well as the broader music industry.

Contextualizing Another Place and Time in Donna
Summer’s Career

By the late 1980s, Donna Summer had already solidified her status as one of the most
influential voices in popular music. With chart-topping hits like “Hot Stuff,” “Bad Girls,” and
“Last Dance,” her contributions to the disco genre were monumental. However, the decline
of disco’s popularity in the early 1980s posed challenges for many artists closely associated
with that sound. Summer’s output during that period reflected attempts to diversify her
style, but it wasn’t until the release of Another Place and Time that she experienced a
notable resurgence.

This album emerged after a hiatus from major label success and represented a deliberate
collaboration with British producers Stock Aitken Waterman (SAW). Known for crafting hits
for artists such as Kylie Minogue and Rick Astley, SAW brought a synth-driven, dance-pop
aesthetic that was emblematic of the late 1980s music scene.



The Production Partnership with Stock Aitken
Waterman

The collaboration between Donna Summer and Stock Aitken Waterman was unexpected yet
strategic. SAW’s distinctive style—characterized by catchy hooks, upbeat rhythms, and
polished electronic production—was a departure from Summer’s disco roots but aligned
with contemporary trends. Their production on Another Place and Time injected new energy
into Summer’s sound, blending her powerful vocals with vibrant dance-pop arrangements.

This partnership resulted in a sound that was fresh yet familiar, allowing Summer to appeal
to both her loyal fan base and a younger audience attuned to the late 1980s pop
landscape. The synergy between Summer’s vocal prowess and SAW’s production expertise
is often cited as a key factor in the album’s moderate commercial success.

Musical Style and Themes in Another Place and
Time

Musically, Another Place and Time is anchored in dance-pop, with elements of house music
and synth-pop that were gaining traction at the time. The album’s production is marked by
synthesized instrumentation, programmed beats, and layered vocal arrangements. Donna
Summer’s vocal delivery remains passionate and dynamic, providing contrast to the
electronic backdrop.

Lyrically, the album navigates themes of love, hope, and introspection. Tracks like the lead
single “This Time I Know It’s for Real” embody optimism and emotional sincerity, while
other songs explore romantic relationships with a nuanced perspective.

Analysis of Key Tracks

This Time I Know It’s for Real: The standout single achieved notable chart success,
reaching the top 10 in several countries including the UK and the US. Its infectious
melody and uplifting lyrics made it a dancefloor favorite and a highlight of Summer’s
late-career repertoire.

Love’s About to Change My Heart: Another prominent track, this song combines
energetic beats with Summer’s emotive vocals, further emphasizing the album’s
dance-pop orientation.

Breakaway: A slightly more introspective number, showcasing a balance between
upbeat production and contemplative lyrics.



Commercial Performance and Critical Reception

Upon its release, Donna Summer’s Another Place and Time enjoyed moderate commercial
success, particularly in the UK and parts of Europe. The album’s lead singles performed well
on dance charts and mainstream pop charts alike, reaffirming Summer’s ability to adapt to
new musical currents.

Critically, the album received mixed to positive reviews. Some critics praised Summer’s
vocal performance and the polished production, highlighting the effective blend of her
signature style with contemporary trends. Others, however, felt the album leaned too
heavily on the Stock Aitken Waterman formula, resulting in a somewhat generic pop sound
that lacked the originality of her earlier work.

Nonetheless, the album’s performance revitalized Summer’s career, introducing her to a
new generation of listeners and expanding her musical legacy beyond disco.

Pros and Cons of Another Place and Time

Pros:

Successful fusion of Donna Summer’s vocal strength with contemporary late-80s
production.

Strong lead singles that resonated with both dance and pop audiences.

Revitalization of Summer’s career during a challenging period for disco artists.

Cons:

Some critics viewed the production as formulaic and overly commercial.

The album’s dance-pop style may have alienated fans of Summer’s earlier disco
and soul-driven work.

Limited commercial impact in the United States compared to prior chart-topping
successes.

Legacy and Influence of Another Place and Time



Donna Summer’s Another Place and Time stands as a testament to her versatility and
willingness to evolve with the times. While not her most groundbreaking album, it
exemplifies the challenges established artists face when navigating changing musical
trends. Summer’s ability to collaborate with producers like Stock Aitken Waterman and
embrace a new sound without sacrificing vocal integrity speaks to her professionalism and
artistry.

The album’s singles, especially “This Time I Know It’s for Real,” continue to receive airplay
on retro and dance radio stations, underscoring their enduring appeal. Moreover, Another
Place and Time contributed to the late 1980s dance-pop canon and influenced subsequent
artists seeking to blend powerful vocals with synth-heavy production.

In examining donna summer another place and time, it becomes clear that the album
occupies a unique space within her discography—bridging the gap between disco’s heyday
and the evolving pop landscape of the late 20th century. It highlights the ongoing relevance
of an artist who once defined a musical era, proving that reinvention can be both a
strategic and artistic imperative in an ever-changing industry.

Donna Summer Another Place And Time

  donna summer another place and time: Findagroov™ Reviews The Songs Of... Donna
Summer Tony Madison II, This one is for music lovers! This entry in the Findagroov™ Reviews The
Songs Of... series examines the music of the late Queen Of Disco, Donna Summer. Covering all of
her recorded songs from the late sixties up until her passing in 2012, this book provides deep
discussions on each song, looking at the lyrics, the song's meaning, and its significance both when
originally recorded and how it applies to today's society. It also illustrates how Donna Summer was
much more than just a disco queen as her music ran the gamut from soul, funk, off-Broadway,
German rock, pop, country, new wave, reggae, rock, gospel, soundtrack and, of course, disco. The
book also covers guest appearances on other artists' songs as well as live recordings, broadcast
performances, and other rarities.
  donna summer another place and time: The New Rolling Stone Album Guide Nathan
Brackett, Christian David Hoard, 2004 Publisher Description
  donna summer another place and time: Another Place and Time Donna Summer,
1989-09-01 The ten titles include: I Don't Wanna Get Hurt * It Makes You Feel Good * Love Is About
to Change My Heart * The Only One * Sentimental * This Time I Know It's for Real * When Love
Takes Over.
  donna summer another place and time: SPIN , 1989-10 From the concert stage to the
dressing room, from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical
landscape and the culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a
discerning critical ear. With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence,
the pages of SPIN pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering
what's new or what's next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  donna summer another place and time: Donna Summer Albums Source Wikipedia, 2013-09
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia or
other free sources online. Commentary (music and lyrics not included). Pages: 25. Chapters: All
Systems Go (Donna Summer album), Another Place and Time, A Love Trilogy, Bad Girls (album),
Cats Without Claws, Christmas Spirit, Crayons (album), Donna Summer (album), Four Seasons of
Love, I'm a Rainbow, I Remember Yesterday, Lady of the Night (album), Love to Love You Baby,
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Mistaken Identity (Donna Summer album), Once Upon a Time (Donna Summer album), She Works
Hard for the Money, The Wanderer (Donna Summer album). Excerpt: Bad Girls is the seventh studio
album by American pop singer Donna Summer, released April 25, 1979 on Casablanca Records.
Originally issued as a double album, it incorporates such musical styles as disco, soul, and rock. Bad
Girls became the best-selling album of Summer's recording career, achieving double platinum sales
certification in the United States, and selling approximately four million copies total worldwide.
Since the release of her breakthrough album which contained the sexually arousing Love to Love
You Baby, Summer had been nicknamed the First Lady of Love in the press and her record label
wanted her to keep this image, despite the fact that she was never truly comfortable with it. Several
years later, Summer became addicted to prescription medication. Upon her recovery, Summer set to
work on her new album with long-time partners Giorgio Moroder and Pete Bellotte, as well as
various others she had not worked with before. By this time, although disco music was still popular,
other styles such as punk and heavy metal were also doing well on the charts, so the team decided to
incorporate a rockier sound into some of the songs. Other songs had a more soul/R&B feel to them,
and in all it was probably Summer's most diverse album to date. The fusion of rock and disco was
particularly evident, and synthesizers were used to augment the...
  donna summer another place and time: New York Magazine , 1990-01-22 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  donna summer another place and time: Bombay , 1989
  donna summer another place and time: I Feel Love Dave Thompson, 2021-08-01 When it
comes to earthshaking songs—the ones that signal a tectonic shift in the current musical
landscape—there is “Johnny B. Goode” . . . there is “Good Vibrations” . . . and there is I Feel Love. A
disco touchstone recorded by Donna Summer in 1976 and released on her fifth studio album, I
Remember Yesterday, in 1977, I Feel Love is one of the most important records in music history, and
one of the most influential. I Feel Love topped charts the world over—including in the UK, Australia,
France, Italy, and the Netherlands—and was in the Top 10 everywhere else. This record, Brian Eno
told David Bowie as they worked together in the recording studio, is going to change the sound of
club music for the next fifteen years. Which, said Bowie, was more or less right. Except fifteen years
was an under-estimation. Even now, more than forty years after its release, I Feel Love is routinely
featured toward the top of manifold greatest song Top 100s—and remains a favorite by music fans
and artists alike, with dozens of cover versions paying homage. That is the tale this book tells—not
only the story of the song but also the story of its all-pervading impact upon the world of popular
music. Firsthand experiences and original interviews with a host of musicians, disc jockeys, and
dancers loudly illustrate the record's initial impact and its continuing influence. I Feel Love still
sounds like the future.
  donna summer another place and time: Keeping in Touch Betty Lane-Fagerlund,
2020-08-07 We all pray for what we want but God gives us what we need. Keeping In Touch with our
faith, somehow we end up where we need to be. Author Betty Lane-Fagerlund introduces us to Sadie
and proceeds to weave an adventure that leads Sadie on a path that belongs to her alone. As life
would have it, Sadie grows to trust and love her friend, ballplank, and apprentice, Trish. While
traveling to LA, Japan, New York, Paris, and Milan, the two friends begin to practice “letting go,
while letting God.”
  donna summer another place and time: Kylie Song by Song Marc Andrews, 2022-07-02 •
The first book to offer a complete summary of Kylie Minogue’s 35-year recording history across five
decades (1987-2022) • Examines every song in the Kylie back catalogue with over 300 individual
entries • Chronicles Kylie’s classic hits, album tracks and B-sides, plus music video and remix
information and insights • Details Kylie’s essential demos, rarities, live tracks and additional



recordings, plus a lavish 16-page colour section of her iconic album covers • Part of the exciting and
expanding Song by Song series From Neighbours TV teen queen to Stock Aitken Waterman’s
megastar, the rise of Kylie Minogue to the top of the charts is one of the biggest smash hit success
stories in pop music. Across fifteen studio albums, her transition from ‘SexKylie’ (with help from
Michael Hutchence) to ‘IndieKylie’ (thanks to Nick Cave and Manic Street Preachers), then to
undisputed ‘Princess of Pop’ (courtesy of the irresistible ‘Can’t Get You Out of My Head’) proved she
was not just an actress, singer and a remarkable live performer (including Glastonbury Goddess),
but a true global superstar. After successfully beating cancer, Kylie returned to the top with several
big-selling albums, including the critically lauded The Abbey Road Sessions, festive fave Kylie
Christmas and 2020’s history making Disco. This book is an exhaustive ‘step back in time’ through
her complete catalogue across five poptastic decades. Every released track and collaboration from
her 300-plus song catalogue – many self-penned or co-written – over thirty-five years is examined in
detail with new insights, revelations and vital video/remix information. Kylie: Song by Song
celebrates this unique artist’s truly remarkable and unparalleled career and is a must-have for every
dedicated fan of the lucky, lucky, lucky Australian pop princess.
  donna summer another place and time: Billboard , 1982-06-05 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  donna summer another place and time: Jet , 1989-07-10 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  donna summer another place and time: All Music Guide to Soul Vladimir Bogdanov,
2003-08-01 This comprehensive guide is a must-have for the legions of fans of the beloved and
perennially popular music known as soul and rhythm & blues. A member of the definitive All Music
Guide series, the All Music Guide to Soul offers nearly 8 500 entertaining and informative reviews
that lead readers to the best recordings by more than 1 500 artists and help them find new music to
explore. Informative biographies, essays and “music maps” trace R&B's growth from its roots in
blues and gospel through its flowering in Memphis and Motown, to its many branches today.
Complete discographies note bootlegs, important out-of-print albums, and import-only releases.
“Extremely valuable and exhaustive.” – The Christian Science Monitor
  donna summer another place and time: Raised by Wolves John Joseph Thompson, 2000 An
insider's look at the birth, evolution and growing popularity of Christian rock music.
Unprecendented sales for music groups such as DC Talk and the Supertones, as well as the recent
successes of crossover artists such as Jars of Clay, MxPx and Sixpence none the Richer have inspired
interest and further investigation in this very underrated area of Rock.
  donna summer another place and time: Billboard , 1996-08-24 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  donna summer another place and time: Supreme Sirens Marcellas Reynolds, 2024-01-23 A
stunning photography book that explores the power, rebellion, and resilience held within the voices
of trailblazing Black female musicians. From entertainment journalist and fashion stylist Marcellas
Reynolds, the author of Supreme Models and Supreme Actresses, comes the third installment of the
celebrated series, Supreme Sirens: Iconic Black Women Who Revolutionized Music, the first-ever art
book to honor the Black female singers and musicians who dominate the music industry. Supreme
Sirens chronicles the most influential and successful Black performers—from legendary jazz
chanteuse Billie Holiday to the queen of soul Aretha Franklin and from glamorous girl groups such
as the Supremes to modern, iconic superstars including Beyoncé, Rihanna, and Janet Jackson.
Through exquisite photographs, personal interviews, short biographies, and career milestones,



Reynolds details how these women’s music and careers have become the soundtrack of our lives.
Supreme Sirens shares the power and wisdom of women who are at the forefront of entertainment;
women who have overcome racial prejudices and redefined contemporary notions of Black women
by breaking glass ceilings and tearing down barriers in the recording studio and on stage and
screen. Includes Color Images
  donna summer another place and time: Portraying Performer Image in Record Album
Cover Art Ken Bielen, 2021-11-02 In this work, Ken Bielen explains how album cover art
authenticates recording artists in a particular genre. He considers albums issued from the 1950s to
the 1980s, the golden era of record album cover art. The whole album package is studied, including
the front and back covers, the inside cover, the inner sleeve, and the liner notes. Performers in rock
and roll, folk and folk rock, soul and disco, psychedelic, Americana nostalgia, and singer-songwriter
genres are included in this study of hundreds of record album covers.
  donna summer another place and time: Discover , 1990
  donna summer another place and time: Ebony , 1989-08 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  donna summer another place and time: Goldmine Record Album Price Guide Martin Popoff,
2009-09-08 Whether you're cleaning out a closet, basement or attic full of records, or you're
searching for hidden gems to build your collection, you can depend on Goldmine Record Album Price
Guide to help you accurately identify and appraise your records in order to get the best price. •
Knowledge is power, so power-up with Goldmine! • 70,000 vinyl LPs from 1948 to present •
Hundreds of new artists • Detailed listings with current values • Various artist collections and
original cast recordings from movies, televisions and Broadway • 400 photos • Updated
state-of-the-market reports • New feature articles • Advice on buying and selling Goldmine Grading
Guide - the industry standard
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