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Conversation Questions for the ESL Classroom: Engaging Students Through Meaningful Dialogue

Conversation questions for the ESL classroom are a powerful tool to encourage language
practice, build confidence, and foster interaction among students. When teaching English as a second
language, helping learners develop speaking skills is crucial, and one of the best ways to do this is
through well-crafted, thought-provoking conversation questions. These questions not only stimulate
communication but also make lessons more dynamic and enjoyable. Whether you’re teaching
beginners or advanced learners, incorporating effective conversation starters can significantly
enhance the learning experience.

Why Use Conversation Questions in the ESL Classroom?

Conversation questions serve multiple purposes in an ESL setting. First, they provide a structured yet
flexible way for students to practice speaking. Unlike formal grammar drills, conversation questions
create a natural environment where students can experiment with new vocabulary and sentence
structures. This real-life practice helps to improve fluency and comprehension simultaneously.

Secondly, using conversation questions encourages students to express their thoughts, opinions, and
experiences, which boosts their confidence. When learners share personal stories or ideas, they
become more invested in the process. This emotional connection to the material makes language
learning more memorable.

Moreover, conversation questions promote cultural exchange. Many ESL classrooms are multicultural
spaces where students come from diverse backgrounds. Discussing various topics allows learners to
understand each other better and appreciate different perspectives, fostering a respectful and
inclusive atmosphere.

Types of Conversation Questions for ESL Students

Not all conversation questions are created equal. To keep interactions lively and effective, it’s
important to use a variety of question types tailored to your students’ proficiency levels and interests.

Icebreaker Questions

Icebreakers are perfect for the start of a course or when new students join the class. These questions
are simple and encourage students to talk about themselves without fear of making mistakes.

Examples include:
- What is your favorite food and why?
- Where do you come from?
- Do you have any hobbies?



Icebreaker questions help warm up students and create a friendly learning environment.

Opinion-Based Questions

Opinion questions challenge students to explain their viewpoints, which is excellent for developing
critical thinking and more complex sentence structures.

Try questions like:
- What do you think about social media?
- Do you believe learning English is important? Why or why not?
- Should students have homework every day?

These questions open the door to debates and discussions, encouraging students to use persuasive
language and connectors like “because,” “however,” and “therefore.”

Situational and Role-Play Questions

Situational questions place students in hypothetical scenarios, prompting them to use practical
language and problem-solving skills.

Examples might be:
- You lost your wallet. What would you do?
- Imagine you are at a restaurant and the food is cold. How would you complain politely?
- If you had the chance to travel anywhere, where would you go and why?

Role-playing these situations makes learning interactive and prepares students for real-world
conversations.

Tips for Creating Effective Conversation Questions for
the ESL Classroom

Creating the right conversation questions is an art that balances challenge with accessibility. Here are
some tips to keep in mind:

Match Questions to Students’ Language Levels

It’s essential to adapt questions to the proficiency of your learners. Beginners benefit from simple,
closed questions ("Do you like music?"), while intermediate or advanced students can handle open-
ended questions requiring longer answers and explanations.



Incorporate Vocabulary and Grammar Targets

Design questions that naturally incorporate the vocabulary or grammar points you want to reinforce.
For example, if you’re teaching the past tense, ask questions like “What did you do last weekend?”
This approach integrates conversation practice with language goals.

Encourage Follow-Up Questions

Teach students how to ask follow-up questions to keep conversations flowing. This skill is crucial for
real-life interactions and helps students become more confident speakers. For instance, after a
student answers “I like basketball,” another student might ask, “How often do you play?”

Use Visual Aids or Prompts

Sometimes, providing images, short videos, or prompts can inspire richer discussions. Visual stimuli
help students understand the context better and spark ideas they might not think of on their own.

Sample Conversation Questions for Different ESL
Levels

To help you get started, here are some examples of conversation questions categorized by language
proficiency.

Beginner Level

- What is your name?
- How old are you?
- What do you like to eat?
- Can you describe your family?
- What is your favorite color?

Intermediate Level

- Describe your daily routine.
- What kind of music do you like and why?
- Tell me about a memorable vacation.
- How do you celebrate holidays in your country?
- What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in a city?



Advanced Level

- How do you think technology has changed communication?
- What are the qualities of a good leader?
- Discuss the impact of globalization on culture.
- Should governments invest more in education or healthcare? Why?
- What role does art play in society?

Integrating Conversation Questions into ESL Activities

Simply asking questions is effective, but pairing them with engaging activities can boost student
participation and enjoyment.

Pair and Group Work

Divide students into pairs or small groups and assign them conversation questions. This setup
encourages peer learning and reduces the pressure of speaking in front of the whole class. Rotating
partners also exposes learners to different speaking styles and accents.

Conversation Circles

Organize a conversation circle where each student answers a question and then asks the next person
a related question. This activity builds listening skills and creates a chain of connected dialogue.

Debates and Discussions

For more advanced learners, turn opinion questions into structured debates. Assign students positions
and encourage them to support their arguments with reasons. This approach sharpens language skills
and critical thinking.

Storytelling Sessions

Use situational questions to inspire storytelling. For example, ask students to tell a story about a time
they helped someone or faced a challenge. Storytelling helps with narrative skills and encourages
creative language use.

Challenges and How to Overcome Them



While conversation questions are beneficial, teachers often face challenges when implementing them
in ESL classrooms.

One common issue is student reluctance to speak due to shyness or fear of making mistakes. To
counter this, foster a supportive atmosphere where errors are seen as natural parts of learning. Praise
effort and encourage risk-taking.

Another challenge is limited vocabulary, which can hinder students’ ability to express ideas. Providing
useful phrases or sentence starters before conversations can give learners the confidence to
participate.

Additionally, time constraints may limit the depth of conversations. Prioritize quality over quantity by
choosing a few meaningful questions that allow for extended responses rather than rushing through
many superficial ones.

Exploring online resources and conversation question banks can also save preparation time and offer
fresh ideas tailored to various age groups and proficiency levels.

---

Conversation questions for the ESL classroom are indispensable tools that make language learning
interactive and enjoyable. By thoughtfully selecting and integrating these questions into your lessons,
you create opportunities for meaningful communication, cultural exchange, and language
development. Whether through icebreakers, opinion discussions, or role-plays, conversation questions
open doors for students to practice English in a natural and confident way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective conversation questions for beginner
ESL students?
Effective conversation questions for beginner ESL students include simple and familiar topics such as
'What is your name?', 'Where are you from?', 'What is your favorite food?', and 'Do you have any
pets?'. These questions help build confidence and basic vocabulary.

How can conversation questions improve ESL students'
speaking skills?
Conversation questions encourage ESL students to practice speaking in a low-pressure environment,
helping them develop fluency, improve vocabulary, and gain confidence in using English in everyday
situations.

What types of conversation questions are suitable for
intermediate ESL learners?
Intermediate ESL learners benefit from questions that require more detailed responses, such as
'Describe your last holiday.', 'What are your hobbies?', 'What do you like about your country?', and



'Tell me about your family.'

How can teachers use conversation questions to foster
cultural exchange in the ESL classroom?
Teachers can use conversation questions that prompt students to share their cultural backgrounds,
traditions, and experiences, such as 'What holidays do you celebrate?', or 'What is a popular dish in
your country?', encouraging cultural awareness and mutual respect.

What are some conversation question strategies to engage
shy ESL students?
Strategies include using pair work instead of whole-class discussions, starting with yes/no or either/or
questions, providing sentence starters, and choosing familiar or personal topics to make shy students
feel more comfortable speaking.

Can conversation questions be tailored for different age
groups in ESL classrooms?
Yes, conversation questions should be tailored to the age and interests of the students. For children,
questions about toys, school, and animals work well, while adults might prefer questions about work,
travel, and daily routines.

How can technology be integrated with conversation
questions in the ESL classroom?
Technology can be used by incorporating conversation questions into online discussion boards,
language learning apps, video call breakout rooms, and interactive quizzes to make speaking practice
more engaging and accessible.

What are some open-ended conversation questions for
advanced ESL learners?
Open-ended questions for advanced learners include 'What are your thoughts on climate change?',
'How do you define success?', 'Describe a challenging experience and how you overcame it.', and
'What are the advantages and disadvantages of technology?'

How often should conversation questions be used in the ESL
classroom?
Conversation questions should be used regularly, ideally in every class, to provide consistent
speaking practice. They can be incorporated at the beginning as warm-ups, during pair or group
activities, or as wrap-up discussions.



What are some tips for creating effective conversation
questions for ESL students?
Tips include keeping questions clear and simple, relating them to students' interests and experiences,
varying question types (yes/no, open-ended), encouraging elaboration, and avoiding culturally
sensitive or controversial topics unless managed carefully.

Additional Resources
Conversation Questions for the ESL Classroom: Enhancing Language Learning Through Dialogue

conversation questions for the esl classroom serve as essential tools in facilitating interactive
language learning. In the context of teaching English as a Second Language (ESL), these questions
are designed not only to stimulate speech but also to deepen comprehension, encourage critical
thinking, and build confidence among learners. Effective conversation prompts can transform a
standard ESL lesson into a dynamic and engaging environment where students actively practice real-
life communication skills.

The strategic use of conversation questions in the ESL classroom has garnered considerable attention
from educators aiming to improve oral proficiency. These questions range from simple, everyday
topics to more complex subjects that challenge learners’ vocabulary and grammatical structures. The
diversity and adaptability of conversation questions make them invaluable for teachers working with
varying proficiency levels, age groups, and cultural backgrounds.

The Role of Conversation Questions in ESL Learning

Conversation questions for the ESL classroom are more than just icebreakers or fillers in lesson plans.
They are fundamental components that foster language acquisition by encouraging learners to
produce spontaneous speech. Unlike rote memorization or repetitive drills, open-ended questions
require students to formulate responses based on their own knowledge, feelings, and experiences,
thereby reinforcing vocabulary retention and syntactic understanding.

Research in language pedagogy suggests that communicative competence grows when learners
engage in meaningful interactions. According to a study by the British Council, interactive speaking
activities, including conversation questions tailored to learner levels, increase motivation and improve
fluency. This is particularly true when questions prompt students to explain, describe, compare, or
speculate—skills critical to advanced language use.

Moreover, conversation questions help teachers assess learners' progress in real time. By listening to
students’ answers, instructors can identify common errors, gaps in vocabulary, or hesitation patterns.
This diagnostic function enables tailored feedback and lesson adjustments, making the learning
process more effective.

Types of Conversation Questions for Different Proficiency



Levels

The effectiveness of conversation questions hinges on their alignment with students’ language ability.
ESL instructors often categorize questions to suit beginner, intermediate, or advanced learners,
ensuring the prompts are neither too easy nor overwhelmingly difficult.

Beginner-level questions: These often focus on everyday vocabulary and simple sentence
structures. Examples include “What is your favorite food?” or “Describe your family.” Such
questions encourage basic responses and build foundational speaking skills.

Intermediate-level questions: Designed to expand vocabulary and encourage more detailed
answers, these might be “What do you like to do in your free time?” or “Can you describe a
memorable trip you have taken?” These prompts initiate longer dialogues and improve
grammatical complexity.

Advanced-level questions: These questions challenge learners to express opinions, debate,
and use abstract language. Examples include “What are the advantages and disadvantages of
social media?” or “How do cultural differences influence communication?” They promote critical
thinking and sophisticated language use.

Adapting questions to proficiency ensures students remain engaged without feeling frustrated, which
is crucial for maintaining motivation and positive learning outcomes.

Integrating Conversation Questions into ESL Classroom
Activities

To maximize their pedagogical value, conversation questions should be embedded within structured
activities that encourage interaction and peer learning. Common formats include pair work, group
discussions, role-plays, and debates. Each format serves different educational objectives and caters to
varying classroom dynamics.

Pair work: Students ask and answer questions with a partner, providing opportunities for1.
repeated practice and building conversational confidence.

Group discussions: Small groups engage in conversations around a central theme or2.
question, fostering collaborative learning and exposure to diverse viewpoints.

Role-plays: Learners simulate real-life scenarios using conversation questions as prompts,3.
which helps develop practical communication skills.

Debates: More advanced students can participate in structured debates based on opinion-4.
based conversation questions, enhancing persuasive language and critical thinking.



These varied applications demonstrate the flexibility of conversation questions and their capacity to
accommodate different teaching styles and learning objectives.

Benefits and Challenges of Using Conversation
Questions in ESL Classrooms

The strategic deployment of conversation questions offers multiple benefits for ESL learners. First,
they promote active participation, moving students from passive recipients of knowledge to active
language producers. This shift is critical because speaking practice is often limited outside the
classroom environment. Conversation questions create authentic communication contexts that mirror
real-world interactions.

Second, such questions encourage cultural exchange and personal expression, which are essential for
building language confidence. Sharing ideas and experiences helps learners connect language with
identity and social context, enhancing retention and relevance.

However, some challenges arise in implementing conversation questions effectively. Teachers must
carefully select questions that are culturally sensitive and appropriate for their students' backgrounds.
Misaligned or overly complex questions can induce anxiety, reduce participation, or cause
misunderstandings. Additionally, managing classroom dynamics during discussions requires skill to
ensure equitable participation and to prevent dominant students from overshadowing quieter peers.

Furthermore, time constraints in lesson plans may limit the extent to which conversation questions
can be explored thoroughly. Teachers need to balance conversational practice with other language
skills such as reading, writing, and listening.

Practical Tips for ESL Teachers When Using Conversation
Questions

To optimize the impact of conversation questions, ESL instructors can adopt several best practices:

Prepare varied questions: Incorporate a mix of personal, factual, hypothetical, and opinion-
based questions to stimulate different cognitive and linguistic skills.

Encourage elaboration: Prompt students to expand answers by asking follow-up questions
such as “Why?” or “Can you explain more?”

Use visual aids: Support questions with pictures, videos, or realia to provide context and aid
comprehension.

Model answers: Demonstrate how to answer questions effectively to reduce learner anxiety
and set expectations.

Foster a supportive environment: Create a classroom atmosphere where mistakes are
viewed as learning opportunities, encouraging risk-taking in speech.



Monitor and provide feedback: Listen attentively and offer constructive feedback on
pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary usage.

Applying these strategies can transform conversation questions from simple prompts into powerful
tools for language development.

Conclusion: Conversation Questions as a Cornerstone
of ESL Communication Skills

In the evolving landscape of ESL education, conversation questions for the ESL classroom remain
indispensable for cultivating speaking proficiency. They not only facilitate meaningful interaction but
also empower learners to navigate real-life situations in English confidently. When carefully selected
and skillfully integrated into classroom activities, these questions contribute to a more engaging,
inclusive, and effective learning experience.

By embracing the nuanced role of conversation questions, ESL educators can better support language
acquisition and help students achieve communicative competence—a fundamental goal in language
education.

Conversation Questions For The Esl Classroom

  conversation questions for the esl classroom: The Best ESL Conversation Questions
Fran O'Brien, 2015-05-30 The Best ESL Conversation Questions is a one-stop resource for ESL/EFL
teachers designed to keep your students talking and spark interesting discussions. This book
contains over 1300 questions on 100 topics commonly covered in the ESL classroom. It is intended
for lower-intermediate to advanced ESL students. Featuring: No preparation - just open and teach.
At-a-glance lesson structure. Over 1300 conversation questions on 100 topics. All conversation
questions are organised and integrated in a structured lesson plan devised to eliminate your
preparation time while giving your students a perfectly structured and fluid lesson. As well as over
1300 discussion questions, this book also includes: Warm-ups and key vocabulary. Communication,
pair work and consolidation activities. Built-in variety and lesson structure. A 12-Step Quick Start
Guide to teaching ESL conversation is also included to help beginner ESL instructors give
outstanding lessons, teach with confidence and integrate good practice. Make your TESL life easier
now with The Best ESL Conversation Questions!
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: 1,000 Conversation Questions Larry Pitts,
2012-08-12 More than 1,000 conversation questions spanning 100 topics targeted towards
intermediate or advanced ESL or EFL students.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Compelling Conversations: Questions and
Quotations on Timeless Topics Eric H. Roth, Toni Aberson, 2010-10-29 This innovative ESL/EFL
textbook helps advanced English language learners develop conversation skills and improve fluency
by sharing experiences, reflecting on their lives, and discussing proverbs and quotations. The oral
skills English textbook includes 45 thematic chapters, over 1,350 questions, 500 vocabulary words,
250 proverbs and American idioms, and 500 quotations. Designed for both adult education and
intensive English language students, the conversations and activities deepen critical thinking skills
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and develop speaking skills essential to success in community college and university programs.
Compelling Conversations has been used in classrooms in over 40 countries, recommended by
English Teaching Professional magazine, adopted by conversation clubs and private English tutors,
and enjoyed by thousands of English students.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: ESL Conversation Questions for Kids
Jackie Bolen, 2021-04-24 Have better English conversation and speaking classes with children
today! In ESL Conversation Questions for Kids, you'll find more than 50 conversation topics suitable
for English learners, each with a set of 15 engaging, interactive questions that'll get your students
talking. They are designed for kids who know a little bit of vocabulary already. This book is perfect
for those situations when you want to get an interesting discussion going but are out of inspiration.
Keep a copy on your phone to pull out in case you need some fresh, new ideas. They're ideal for a
warm-up or for a longer, free-talking time at the end of a themed lesson. Author Jackie Bolen is
sharing her great ideas for English conversation questions with English teachers throughout the
world. She's a CELTA/DELTA certified teacher with more than 15 years of experience in the
classroom. These are the question lists that she uses with her own students. Pick up a copy of the
book if you want to... Have more interesting English conversation classes with kids Engage students
with great questions See happy, smiling faces in your classes Save time when planning lessons Have
a resource to use in case of emergency It's the perfect solution to a last-minute class that you
haven't had time to prep for! Or for classes where students want to do lots of free-talking, including
private lessons. Avoid the chit-chat about the usual things and instead opt for something more
interesting. These TEFL conversation questions for children will get students talking, guaranteed!
Buy the book today to have better English classes tomorrow.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Hands-On English Language Learning:
Early Years Jennifer E. Lawson, 2009-09-04 The Hands-On English Language Learning program is a
resource for classroom teachers, specialist teachers working with English-language learners, and
other educational professionals who support these students. To assist your students in developing
language skills, this resource includes: specific curricular connections for each lesson to identify
links to subject-area themes in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, health, physical
education, and the arts integrated class activities to promote learning in context for all students in
the classroom suggested activities focus on curricular topics in all subject areas, while supporting
English language learners relevant topics such as the classroom and school, clothing, food, hobbies
and interests, plants and animals of Canada, the world, and the environment age-appropriate,
high-interest learning activities that foster the development of essential English language vocabulary
and skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and representing activities (in keeping
with the philosophy of all Portage & Main Press Hands-On programs) that are student-centred and
focus on real-life, hands-on experiences access to digital reproducibles (Find download instructions
in the Appendix of the book.)
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: 1000+ ESL Discussion Questions for
Teenagers Jackie Bolen, 2021-04-27 Have better English conversation and speaking classes with
teens today! In 1000+ ESL Discussion Questions for Teenagers, you'll find more than 70
conversation topics suitable for English learners, each with a set of 15 engaging, interactive
questions that'll get your students talking. They are designed for teens who know a little bit of
vocabulary already. This book is perfect for those situations when you want to get an interesting
discussion going but are out of inspiration. Keep a copy on your phone to pull out in case you need
some fresh, new ideas. They're ideal for a warm-up or for a longer, free-talking time at the end of a
themed lesson. Author Jackie Bolen is sharing her great ideas for English conversation questions
with English teachers throughout the world. She's a CELTA/DELTA certified teacher with more than
15 years of experience in the classroom. These are the question lists that she uses with her own
students. Pick up a copy of the book if you want to... Have more interesting English conversation
classes with teenagers Engage students with great questions See happy, smiling faces in your
classes Save time when planning lessons Have a resource to use in case of emergency It's the



perfect solution to a last-minute class that you haven't had time to prep for! Or for classes where
students want to do lots of free talking, including private lessons. Avoid the chit-chat about the usual
things and instead opt for something more interesting. These TEFL conversation questions for teens
will get students talking, guaranteed! Buy the book today to have better English classes tomorrow.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Compelling Conversations Eric H. Roth, Toni
Aberson, 2011-03 This English as a Foreign Language (EFL) textbook includes thematic chapters to
create quality conversations and uses conversation starters, interview questions, classic quotations,
paraphrasing exercises, and traditional proverbs to create hours of English conversation and class
discussions for native Vietnamese speakers.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: 1005 ESL Conversation Questions: For
Teenagers and Adults Jackie Bolen, 2020-07-02 In 1005 ESL Conversation Questions, you'll find 67
conversation topics suitable for English learners, each with a set of 15 engaging, interactive
questions that'll get students talking. They are designed for intermediate or advanced ESL/EFL
students who already have a good range of vocabulary. This book is perfect for those situations
when you want to get an interesting discussion going but are out of inspiration. Keep a copy on your
phone to pull out in case you need some fresh, new ideas. They're ideal for a warm-up or for a
longer, free-talking time at the end of a themed lesson. It's the perfect solution to a last-minute class
that you haven't had time to prep for! Or for classes where students want to do lots of free-talking,
including private lessons. Avoid the chit-chat about the usual things and instead opt for something
more interesting (one of the topics in this book). These TEFL conversation questions will get
students talking, guaranteed! Pick up your copy of the book today to have better English classes in
the future.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: 1001 Canadian Conversation Questions
for the ESL Classroom Drew Smith, 2018-09-16 1001 Canadian Conversation Questions for the
ESL Classroom focuses on the Canadian content areas most used in the Canadian ESL Classroom.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Narratives of Adult English Learners and
Teachers Clarena Larrotta, 2019-04-10 This book centralizes the narratives of adult English
language learners, teachers, and trainee teachers in the development of a humanistic language
pedagogy; their strengths, concerns, and stories inform this practical guide to adult literacy
development and English language-culture learning and teaching. The author sets the need to
educate the whole person, and to focus on the adult learner’s strengths and assets, against a
background of rigorous research and practical experience. This book combines evidence-based
pedagogy with a passionate belief in the centrality of the learner and the importance of education
and will be invaluable to all those involved in teaching and training related to adult English language
learners.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: 250 ESL Conversation Questions Lisa
Buchanan, 2024-07-27 Exposing ESL adult learners to a diverse range of topics is crucial for their
language development. This guide includes 55 topics with a total of 250 questions. By discussing
various subjects, they expand their vocabulary, improve grammar usage, and enhance critical
thinking skills. Engaging in conversations about current events, personal experiences, and global
issues not only boosts language proficiency but also fosters cultural understanding and confidence.
Teachers can choose a topic based on the interests of their students, ensuring engaging and
thoughtful discussions in a group class or one-on-one. Teachers can adapt and expand upon these
topics to stimulate thought-provoking discussions and language practice among their intermediate
to advanced ESL students. The secret to becoming a more fluent speaker is to speak more!
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Compelling American Conversations Toni
Aberson, Hal Bogotch, 2012 Compelling American Conversations: Questions and Quotations for
Intermediate American English Language Learners from Chimayo Press helps American immigrants
and international students develop their fluency skills and academic vocabulary through
conversation exercises. Each chapter includes two sets of conversation questions, vocabulary
review, short writing exercises, paraphrasing exercises with proverbs, a discussion activity around



pithy quotations, and an online Search and Share activity. Focusing on both daily experiences and
American culture through proverbs, quotations, and speaking exercises, the materials help
intermediate English language learners explore their lives, learn common American sayings and
expressions, and develop vital discussion skills. The 15 topical chapters include: Opening Moves;
Going Beyond Hello; Making and Breaking Habits; Studying English; Being Yourself; Choosing and
Keeping Friends; Playing and Watching Sports; Talking About American Television; Celebrating
American Holidays; Being Stylish; Handling Stress; Practicing Job Interviews; Valuing Money and
Finding Bargains; Exploring American Cities and Seeing Our World With Photographs. The
Resources and Notes appendix includes the academic word list, supplemental worksheets,
bibliographical references, author biographies and indices to proverbs and quotations. Designed
primarily for community college ESL and adult education students, this flexible ESL textbook can be
used by high school English language learners (ELL) and intensive English programs. Compelling
American Conversations, is the third title in the Compelling Conversations series, most known for
the original fluency-focused advanced ESL textbook, Compelling Conversations: Questions and
Quotations on Timeless Topics (2006).
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: A Case Study of Seven Taiwanese English
as a Foreign Language Freshman Non-English Majors' Perceptions about Learning Five
Communication Strategies Grace Hui Chin Lin, 2007-10 The purpose of this study was to identify
what were Taiwanese University English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners' perceptions about
learning communication strategies. This study collected qualitative data about students' beliefs and
attitudes as they learned communication strategies. The research question guiding the study was:
What are Taiwanese University EFL learners' perceptions about learning communication strategies?
Twenty-four university students were trained for 10 weeks to use strategies in Faerch and Kasper's
(1983a) taxonomy, and seven volunteers were interviewed. None of the students majored in English
but were enrolled in a required Basic English course in a Freshman English Non-Majors' (FENM)
program in Agriculture College at Tunghai University. In the middle and at the end of the training
period, participants were interviewed and videotaped for 90 minutes. The results were displayed
clearly with details in Chapter four. In Chapter five, significant themes associated with topic
avoidance (1.), message abandonment (2.), meaning replacement (3.), interlanguage (4.), and
cooperation (5.) strategies, mentioned by seven participants were revealed through the constant
method of analysis. They were comprehension, politeness, intentionality, native language,
face-saving (losing-face), interlanguage system, time-saving, and keywords. Chapter six includes a
summary of this study, further discussions for the important issues mentioned by previous studies of
this field and by participants of this research, and at the end, several important issues recommended
as topics for further studies. The issues suggested to readers for future researches were variables in
the learners and trainers, students' acceptance level of non-native like language, training
pedagogies, the relationship between English proficiency and using strategy, the correlation
between gender and strategy, communication strategy in a working situation, and examples through
the interlanguage strategy.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Instructional Strategies for Middle and
High School Bruce E. Larson, Timothy A. Keiper, 2013 Instructional Strategies for Middle and High
School is an accessible, practical, and engaging methods textbook that introduces pre-service
teachers to various instructional strategies and helps them to decide how and when to use these
methods in the classroom. Classrooms are comprised of diverse learners, and aspiring teachers will
face complex decisions about the assessment of student learning and classroom management.
Veteran teacher educators Bruce Larson and Timothy Keiper offer practical suggestions for ways to
integrate effective classroom management and valid assessment techniques with each instructional
strategy. Instructional Strategies for Middle and High School equips pre-service teachers with the
methodological tools to promote understanding, conceptual awareness, and learning for every child
in the classroom. Features and updates to this new edition include: Clear, step-by-step descriptions
and illustrative in-class videos of seven instructional techniques and that pre-service teachers can



realistically implement within the classroom setting Increased coverage on teaching English
language learners, including a Making Your Lesson More Meaningful for ELLs feature now included
in every instructional strategy chapter Enhancing Your Teaching With Technology feature included
in every instructional strategy chapter Fresh interior design to better highlight pedagogical
elements and key features, all to better engage students Fully revamped and comprehensive
companion website, with both student and instructor materials that stress real-world application of
strategies, classroom assessment and management.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Effective Techniques for English Conversation
Groups Julia M. Dobson, 1981
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Forum , 1987
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Negotiated Interaction in Target Language
Classroom Discourse Jamila Boulima, 1999-06-15 This book addresses some of the most fundamental
questions that can be asked about target language (TL) acquisition in the classroom context, namely
1. What is negotiated interaction? 2. What are the main discourse functions of negotiated
interaction? 3. How frequent is negotiated interaction in TL classrooms, and does this frequency
vary by proficiency level? 4. To what extent does the initiation of negotiation overlap with the
negotiation of power in such a setting of unequal-power discourse as the TL classroom? The
negotiation process allows TL learners to obtain ‘comprehensible input’, to receive ‘negative input’,
and to produce ‘comprehensible output’. Since these are key variables in the acquisition process, by
researching the negotiation work occurring in TL classroom discourse, the book fully contributes to
the understanding of the process of interlanguage development in TL classrooms and thereby has
major implications for TL teaching and teacher training. The book also contributes to further the
understanding of negotiated interaction from a sociolinguistic standpoint: the asymmetrical nature
of negotiation work in TL classrooms reflects the role and power relationships, the social
organization, as well as the tacit interactional and cultural rules that seem to be at work in the TL
classroom context.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Bringing Community to the Adult ESL
Classroom Clarena Larrotta, Ann K. Brooks, 2009-04-06 Using the concept of community building as
a framework, this volume summarizes and updates readers on the state of adult English as a second
language (ESL) education in the United States. It provides a complete description of this population
of learners and their learning needs. The various chapters discuss possibilities for community
building in the adult ESL classroom, combining research, theory, and practice. Community building
is not a new topic; we often discuss it informally with our colleagues and students. However, scant
written material exists-with a focus on adult ESL-documenting how it happens or reconciling theory
with practitioners' experiences. In this volume, several practitioners and researchers explain the
ways in which they use community-building principles in adult ESL settings. The authors'
descriptions of applications of community-building principles can help other adult educators
implement these ideas in their teaching practice. This is the 121st volume of the Jossey-Bass
quarterly report series New Directions for Adult and Continuing Education. Noted for its depth of
coverage, New Directions for Adult and Continuing Education is an indispensable series that
explores issues of common interest to instructors, administrators, counselors, and policymakers in a
broad range of adult and continuing education settings, such as colleges and universities, extension
programs, businesses, libraries, and museums.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Every Picture Tells a Story Madeline Bovin,
Joan Dundas, 2000 This book consists of 75 reproducible black-and-white photographs. Different
people from several cultural backgrounds are featured. The scenes in the photographs range from
the everyday to the humorous and the dramatic. 'Every Picture Tells A Story' makes for lively
conversation... each photograph comes with an activities page to guarantee success. Besides the
5Ws and other questions, suggestions are given to prompt students to use their imaginations or to
get them to discuss wider world issues presented in or related to the photographs.
  conversation questions for the esl classroom: Resources in Education , 1998
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