beyond the rising sun nationalism 1in
contemporary japan bruce stronach

Beyond the Rising Sun: Nationalism in Contemporary Japan Bruce Stronach

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach offers
a fascinating lens through which to explore the evolving nature of Japanese
identity and politics in the 21st century. Bruce Stronach’s work delves
deeply into how nationalism in Japan has transformed beyond traditional
symbols like the rising sun flag, shifting towards new expressions and
challenges in a globalized world. If you’ve ever wondered how Japan
reconciles its rich cultural heritage with the pressures of modernity and
international relations, Stronach’s insights are invaluable.

Understanding Nationalism in Japan Today

Nationalism is a complex and often misunderstood phenomenon in Japan. Unlike
the aggressive nationalism seen in some countries, Japanese nationalism
carries unique historical, cultural, and political nuances. Bruce Stronach’s
analysis presents a comprehensive view that moves beyond simplistic notions
of patriotism or jingoism. Instead, he highlights how nationalism in
contemporary Japan is intertwined with issues of memory, identity, and
regional geopolitics.

The Legacy of the Rising Sun Symbol

The rising sun symbol has long been associated with Japan’s imperial past and
wartime history. In many Western and Asian contexts, it is often viewed as
controversial due to its connection to Japanese militarism during World War
IT. However, Stronach urges readers to look beyond this one-dimensional
interpretation. He explains how the symbol has been reinterpreted
domestically, sometimes as a marker of cultural pride or historical
continuity rather than outright nationalism.

This shift in meaning illustrates a broader trend in Japan where national
symbols are renegotiated within society. Understanding this helps explain why

debates about nationalism in Japan are often more subtle and complex than
they appear on the surface.

The Rise of New Nationalist Discourses

In his work on beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce



stronach examines how newer forms of nationalism are emerging that do not
rely solely on historic symbols. These discourses often focus on Japan’s
position within a rapidly changing Asia-Pacific region and the global order.

Economic Nationalism and Identity

One significant aspect Stronach explores is economic nationalism. With Japan
facing economic challenges and competition from neighbors like China and
South Korea, there is a renewed emphasis on protecting domestic industries
and cultural products. This form of nationalism is less about militarism and
more about safeguarding Japan’s unique contributions to global culture and
economy.

For example, campaigns promoting “Made in Japan” goods or preserving
traditional crafts reflect a desire to maintain a distinct national identity
in an increasingly interconnected world. Stronach highlights that this
economic nationalism often appeals to younger generations who balance global
awareness with pride in Japanese heritage.

Political Nationalism and Security Concerns

Another critical area is political nationalism, particularly related to
Japan’s defense policies and relations with neighboring countries. Stronach
discusses how the rising tensions in East Asia, including territorial
disputes and historical grievances, have fueled nationalist sentiments among
certain political groups.

This has led to debates about revising Japan’s pacifist constitution and
increasing military capabilities. While controversial, these discussions are
part of a broader nationalist narrative that emphasizes sovereignty,
security, and Japan’s role as a regional power.

Memory, History, and Nationalism

A recurring theme in Bruce Stronach’s work is the role of collective memory
in shaping nationalist attitudes. Japan’s history, especially its wartime
past, remains a sensitive and contested topic both domestically and
internationally.

Contesting Historical Narratives

Stronach points out that nationalist groups in Japan often seek to
reinterpret or challenge dominant historical narratives. This includes



debates over textbook content, war apologies, and memorials. These efforts
are not simply about denying past wrongs but about fostering a national
identity that emphasizes resilience and pride.

Understanding these dynamics is crucial for grasping how nationalism in Japan
operates beyond surface-level symbols. It also sheds light on why historical
issues continue to affect Japan’s diplomatic relations, especially with China
and South Korea.

The Role of Popular Culture

Interestingly, Stronach notes that popular culture plays a significant role
in shaping and expressing contemporary nationalism. Anime, manga, and film
often incorporate themes related to national identity, historical memory, and
Japan’s modern challenges.

This cultural dimension helps to disseminate nationalist ideas in subtle
ways, reaching younger audiences and creating a shared sense of belonging. It
also demonstrates how nationalism in Japan is not static but constantly
evolving with societal changes.

Implications for Japan’s Future

Looking beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce
stronach offers important insights into the country’s trajectory. The
interplay between tradition and innovation, regional tensions, and global
pressures will continue to shape Japanese nationalism in unpredictable ways.

Balancing National Pride with Global Engagement

One of the key challenges for Japan is balancing national pride with its role
as a global player. Stronach’s analysis suggests that an inclusive and
forward-looking form of nationalism could help Japan navigate this balance.
This means embracing cultural uniqueness while fostering cooperation and
understanding with other nations.

Promoting Dialogue and Understanding

Given the sensitive nature of nationalism and history in Japan, promoting
dialogue both within the country and with its neighbors is vital. Stronach
emphasizes that acknowledging diverse perspectives and historical experiences
can reduce tensions and build more stable relationships.



This approach encourages a nationalism that is confident yet open-minded,
capable of adapting to the complexities of the modern world.

Key Takeaways from Bruce Stronach’s Perspective

Exploring beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce
stronach reveals several important takeaways:

e Nationalism in Japan is multifaceted, involving cultural pride, economic
concerns, and political debates.

e The rising sun symbol, while historically significant, is just one part
of Japan’s nationalist discourse.

e Economic and political nationalism reflect Japan’s responses to regional
and global challenges.

e Memory and historical narratives remain central to nationalist identity
and international relations.

e Popular culture serves as a powerful medium for expressing and shaping
nationalist ideas.

e A balanced, inclusive nationalism could help Japan navigate its future
with confidence and cooperation.

Engaging with Stronach’s work not only enriches our understanding of Japanese
nationalism but also invites reflection on how nations worldwide grapple with
identity, history, and change in an interconnected era. For anyone interested
in contemporary Japan, beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary
japan bruce stronach is a vital and thought-provoking resource.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Bruce Stronach's 'Beyond
the Rising Sun: Nationalism in Contemporary Japan'?

The book explores the complexities of nationalism in modern Japan, analyzing
how historical and cultural factors influence contemporary national identity.

How does Bruce Stronach define nationalism in the



context of contemporary Japan?

Stronach defines nationalism as a multifaceted phenomenon shaped by Japan's
unique history, political landscape, and societal values, moving beyond
traditional patriotic expressions.

What historical events does 'Beyond the Rising Sun’
emphasize in understanding Japanese nationalism?

The book highlights events such as World War II, Japan's post-war pacifism,
and economic rise as key influences on the development of contemporary
nationalism.

Does Bruce Stronach address the role of education in
shaping nationalism in Japan?

Yes, Stronach discusses how Japanese education, including textbook content,
plays a significant role in constructing national identity and collective
memory.

How does contemporary Japanese nationalism differ
from past nationalist movements according to
Stronach?

Stronach argues that contemporary nationalism in Japan is more nuanced, often
balancing pride in cultural heritage with a critical reflection on past
militarism and imperialism.

What role do political parties and leaders play in
Japanese nationalism as per 'Beyond the Rising Sun'?

The book examines how certain political groups and leaders promote
nationalist agendas, influencing public discourse and policy on national
identity issues.

How does Bruce Stronach address the impact of
globalization on Japanese nationalism?

Stronach notes that globalization challenges traditional nationalist
sentiments by introducing diverse cultural influences, yet it also prompts a
reassertion of national identity.

Are issues of ethnicity and minority groups
discussed in the context of nationalism in the book?

Yes, the book explores how nationalism affects ethnic minorities in Japan,



including debates over inclusion, assimilation, and cultural preservation.

What methodologies does Bruce Stronach use in his
analysis of nationalism in Japan?

Stronach employs interdisciplinary approaches, combining historical analysis,
political theory, and sociological perspectives to provide a comprehensive
understanding.

What implications does 'Beyond the Rising Sun'
suggest about the future of nationalism in Japan?

The book suggests that nationalism in Japan will continue to evolve,
influenced by domestic politics, regional dynamics, and global pressures,
requiring ongoing critical examination.

Additional Resources

Beyond the Rising Sun Nationalism in Contemporary Japan: Bruce Stronach’s
Insightful Perspective

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach offers
a critical exploration of the evolving dimensions of nationalism in modern
Japan, moving past conventional narratives tied to the country’s imperial
past. Bruce Stronach’s work delves into the complexities and contradictions
of Japanese nationalism today, shedding light on its multifaceted nature amid
a rapidly changing social and political landscape. His analysis challenges
simplified portrayals and urges a nuanced understanding that considers
historical legacies, cultural identity, and contemporary socio-political
dynamics.

Understanding Beyond the Rising Sun Nationalism

The term “Rising Sun Nationalism” traditionally evokes images of Japan’s
imperial ambitions during the early 20th century, characterized by militarism
and expansionism. However, Bruce Stronach’s examination underlines that
nationalism in contemporary Japan transcends these historical associations.
His research situates nationalism within broader discussions of identity,
memory, and political discourse, emphasizing its transformation in the post-
war era.

Stronach’s approach is investigative and analytical, drawing from
sociopolitical studies, cultural analysis, and historical context to map how
nationalist sentiments manifest in Japan today. He argues that while overt
imperialist nationalism has diminished, subtler forms persist and evolve,
influenced by domestic challenges such as demographic shifts, economic



stagnation, and geopolitical tensions in East Asia.

Post-War Nationalism: From Defeat to Identity
Reconstruction

One of the key aspects highlighted in beyond the rising sun nationalism in
contemporary japan bruce stronach is the way Japan reconstructed its national
identity following World War II. The country’s pacifist constitution and
economic miracle contributed to a new form of nationalism—one less aggressive
but still potent in cultural pride and self-perception.

Stronach points out that this post-war nationalism is often expressed through
cultural preservation, education, and memory politics. For instance, debates
around history textbooks reflect ongoing struggles over how Japan’s past,
particularly wartime actions, 1is portrayed to younger generations. These
debates serve as a battleground for nationalist sentiments, revealing
tensions between progressive and conservative viewpoints.

Nationalism and Contemporary Politics

In recent decades, Japan has witnessed a resurgence of nationalist rhetoric

within its political spectrum. Stronach’s analysis underscores how political
actors have leveraged nationalist themes to address contemporary anxieties,

including economic insecurity and regional security concerns.

The Role of Political Parties and Leaders

The rise of political figures promoting a renewed sense of pride and
assertiveness on the global stage is a significant feature of beyond the
rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach. Leaders from the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), for example, have advocated for
constitutional reinterpretations to strengthen Japan’s defense capabilities,
reflecting a shift in nationalist discourse from pacifism to strategic
assertiveness.

Stronach explores how this political nationalism often intertwines with
cultural nationalism, where appeals to traditional values and national
heritage resonate with certain segments of the population. This duality
complicates the narrative, as it blends concerns over sovereignty and
security with cultural identity politics.



Geopolitical Context and Nationalist Sentiment

Japan’s geopolitical environment profoundly influences nationalist discourse.
Ongoing territorial disputes with neighbors like China and South Korea,
alongside North Korea's missile tests, have fueled nationalist sentiments
that call for a more robust national posture.

Bruce Stronach’s work situates these tensions within the broader phenomenon
of nationalism, noting that external threats often catalyze internal cohesion
and identity reinforcement. However, he also warns against conflating
legitimate security concerns with exclusionary or xenophobic nationalism,
which can undermine social harmony and international relations.

Cultural Dimensions of Nationalism

Beyond political rhetoric, beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary
japan bruce stronach examines cultural nationalism’s role in shaping public
consciousness. This includes popular culture, education, and collective
memory .

Memory and Historical Narratives

A central theme in Stronach’s analysis is the contested nature of historical
memory in Japan. Nationalist groups often seek to reinterpret history to
foster pride and unity, sometimes downplaying or denying wartime atrocities.
This revisionist trend has sparked domestic and international criticism,
highlighting the delicate balance between national pride and historical
accountability.

Popular Culture and National Identity

Stronach also investigates how popular culture-—such as films, manga, and
anime—-reflects and shapes nationalist ideas. While these cultural products
are diverse and complex, some contain nationalistic undertones that reinforce
traditional values or glorify historical narratives. This cultural
nationalism subtly informs public attitudes and contributes to the broader
discourse on identity.

Challenges and Contradictions in Contemporary
Japanese Nationalism



Bruce Stronach’'s exploration reveals multiple contradictions inherent in
Japan’s current nationalist landscape. On one hand, there is a desire to
preserve cultural uniqueness and assert sovereignty; on the other,
globalization and demographic changes challenge these aspirations.

* Demographic Shifts: Japan’s aging population and shrinking workforce
pose questions about immigration and multiculturalism, which complicate
traditional nationalist frameworks centered on ethnic homogeneity.

e Globalization: Economic and cultural globalization exerts pressure on
nationalist sentiments, creating tension between openness and
protectionism.

e Historical Accountability: The struggle to reconcile national pride with

acknowledgment of past wrongdoings remains a persistent challenge,
influencing both domestic policies and international relations.

These tensions reveal that beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary
japan bruce stronach is not a monolithic ideology but a dynamic and contested
field, shaped by competing narratives and interests.

Pros and Cons of Contemporary Nationalism

Analyzing the benefits and drawbacks of current nationalist trends offers
further insight into Stronach’s perspective.
1. Pros:
o Fosters social cohesion and a sense of shared identity.
o Encourages preservation of cultural heritage and traditions.

o Supports national sovereignty and self-determination in foreign
policy.

2. Cons:
o Risks promoting exclusionary or xenophobic attitudes.

o May hinder reconciliation with neighboring countries due to
historical revisionism.

o Can conflict with globalization and multicultural integration.



Stronach’s balanced approach highlights the need to navigate these
complexities carefully to foster a nationalism that is inclusive and forward-
looking.

The Future Trajectory of Japanese Nationalism

Looking ahead, beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce
stronach suggests that Japanese nationalism will continue evolving in
response to domestic and international developments. The interplay between
cultural identity, political strategy, and historical memory will shape its
contours.

Stronach implies that addressing demographic challenges and embracing a more
pluralistic society could redefine nationalism in Japan, moving it beyond
exclusionary frameworks. Simultaneously, geopolitical uncertainties in East
Asia will likely keep nationalist themes prominent in political discourse.

In sum, Bruce Stronach’s work offers a comprehensive and nuanced analysis,
urging scholars, policymakers, and the public to engage critically with the
multifaceted nature of nationalism in contemporary Japan. His insights pave
the way for deeper understanding of how national identity, memory, and
political aspirations intersect in a country navigating its past and future.

Beyond The Rising Sun Nationalism In Contemporary Japan
Bruce Stronach

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Beyond the
Rising Sun Bruce Stronach, 1995-01-30 Japan's aggressive economic development has led many
Americans to fear that it will lead to an equally aggressive nationalism reminiscent of the pre-World
War II period. Beyond the Rising Sun demonstrates that such fears are unfounded. Although cultural
nationalism is strong, Japan today is a stable and peaceful democracy. Professionals, academics,
government officials, business people, and the general public will find this challenge to many
current views about Japanese politics, people, and U.S.-Japanese relations provocative. There has
long been concern that Japan's aggressive economic development might be a harbinger of an equally
aggressive nationalism, reminiscent of the dark era leading up to World War II. The media has
fueled the image of a newly aggressive Japan by using martial metaphors such as Samurai capitalism
that is invading American markets. Moreover, the Japanese are also portrayed as subservient
members of a conformist society manipulated by political authority. However, a long-time resident in
Japan and scholar on U.S.-Japanese relations argues that contemporary Japanese nationalism has no
connection to its prewar embodiment and fears of an authoritarian and aggressive Japan have no
basis in reality. Of the many changes in Japan since the end of the war, the most significant has been
the development of a deeply ingrained democratic political culture. Although a strong force in Japan
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today, nationalism is manifested by a strong ethnic, cultural, and racial identification and not by
citizen identification with the state. By examining the wide varieties of nationalism in contemporary
Japan and by explaining the role that they play in society and politics, academics, professionals,
government officials, business people, and the general public will find this analysis invaluable for
understanding contemporary Japan. This short text is designed also for use in courses in Japanese
politics, contemporary Japanese society and culture, and U.S.-Japanese relations.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Beyond
Imagined Uniqueness William Glass, 2010-08-11 Beyond Imagined Uniqueness: Nationalisms in
Comparative Perspectives is a collection of essays from a variety of disciplines and theoretical
perspectives that explore the contentious issue of nationalism in historical and contemporary
settings. They adopt an interdisciplinary approach to the topic of nationalism and its permutations
and modes of expression. The unspoken context of these essays is the trends subsumed under the
processes of globalization. Though the world may be becoming more integrated economically, these
essays suggest social, cultural, and political forces, historically rooted, keep the nation and national
identity alive and well. The comparative perspectives offered by the essays appear in two ways: one
set is the explicit comparisons of nations made by several authors within their essays and between
the essays themselves when the authors focus on developments within a single nation. A second, and
indeed more thought-provoking set of comparisons come from the way the essays address
nationalism in disparate scholarly approaches that include visual culture, history, sociology, and
literature. Moreover, while traditional themes in the study of nationalism are not ignored, these
essays expand the discussion with case studies of nationalism in Turkey, Asia, and Eastern Europe.
Even when nationalism is considered in those areas that have been the central focus of nationalism
studies (Western Europe and the USA), the authors bring unique voices to the conversation as in the
use of portraiture as a vehicle of nationalism in Cold War America or children’s literature shaping a
Swedish American identity or in the idea of a covenant as a source of Dutch nationalism or the role
of minority languages in West European societies. Section One of this volume contains essays that
examine the terrain of the national imaginary through language, monuments, and visual culture.
Several of the essays in this traverse the cultural sites of representation and commemoration of the
nation, looking carefully at the “politics of memory” in places, material objects, and texts. Section
Two provides more individual case studies of nations, though many of these essays engage
significant regional and international tensions especially in a post Cold War world that has often
influenced the internal dynamics of nation-building. Section Three moves the focus away from the
nation to immigrant communities, especially those in the United States, Canada, and the Caribbean.
Diasporas throughout the world have challenged many theories about the nation, as crossing
borders becomes the norm rather the exception.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Europe and
the Asia-Pacific Hanns Maull, Gerald Segal, Jusuf Wanandi, 2005-08-04 Europe and the Asia-Pacific
is the most wide-ranging and accessible book currently available on the increasingly important
relationship between these two regions. Compiled by leading experts, it covers the historical
background, contemporary political setting and the vitally important economic aspects of this
relationship. Moving on to deal with security considerations and policy decisions it provides valuable
insights into the developing partnership between Europe and the Asia-Pacific. Rigorous and
up-to-date, it is born out of the work of the Council for Asia-Europe cooperation (CAEC), a body of
think tanks that supports the Asia-Europe Summit Meeting (ASEM) process.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Crisis of the
Wasteful Nation Ian Tyrrell, 2015-01-19 This study examines rising alarm over waste of natural
resources, and its use by Theodore Roosevelt and his administration to further objectives of
conservation and an American form of empire. These objectives encompassed both preservationist
and utilitarian approaches, centred on efficiency, but interpreting efficiency in social and political
rather than economic terms. These policies revealed an emerging idea of environmental 'habitability’
that presaged modern interest in sustainability.



beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Modern Japan
Elise K. Tipton, 2002 This volume is a comprehensive collection of critical essays on The Taming of
the Shrew, and includes extensive discussions of the play's various printed versions and its theatrical
productions. Aspinall has included only those essays that offer the most influential and controversial
arguments surrounding the play. The issues discussed include gender, authority, female autonomy
and unruliness, courtship and marriage, language and speech, and performance and theatricality.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Japanese
Cultural Nationalism Roy Starrs, 2021-10-01 Based on the premise that Japanese cultural
nationalism has been and is a major cultural/historical force throughout the Asia Pacific this book
has dual focus: Part 1 explores Japanese literature, philosophy, education, politics, diplomacy, music;
Part 2 extends Japanese role to Asia Pacific at large. Part One explores significant and influential
expressions of cultural nationalism in Japanese literature, philosophy, education, politics, diplomacy,
music and popular culture. Part Two widens the focus to Asia Pacific at large and examines the role
of Japanese cultural nationalist discourse in the island nation's relations with its regional
neighbours, China being the main focus. Topics include Meiji racial theory, the varieties of Japanese
imperialist ideology, nationalist attitudes towards China, Kyoto School Sinology, resistance to
foreign yakozuna in sumo wrestling.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Nationalisms
of Japan Brian J. McVeigh, 2004-10-26 In this fresh and original analysis, Brian J. McVeigh confronts
both the demonizers and apologists of Japan. He argues persuasively that far from being unique,
Japanese nationalism becomes demystified once 'management' and 'mysticism'-the same processes
and practices that operate in other national states-are taken into account. Stripping away
Orientalist-inspired misconceptions, the author stresses the variety and relative intensity of
nationalisms, ranging from economic, ethnic, and educational to cultural, gendered, and religious.
He moves beyond state-centered ideologies to explore the linkages between official and popular
nationalisms and the complex interplay of ethnocultural, ethnopolitical, and ethnoracial forms of
identity. The ambiguity and everydayness of nationalism, McVeigh contends, explain its enduring
power. He concludes that modern Japan is imbued with a deeply rooted legacy of 'renovationism' or
'reform nationalism' that accounts for its streamlined state structures, guarded economic
nationalism, and highly scrutinized relationship with the rest of the world. Highlighting the
pluralism of identity among Japanese, this book will be an invaluable corrective to recent works that
glibly proclaim the emergence of 'globalization,' 'internationalization,' and 'convergence.'

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: japanese
Social Crisis ]J. Woronoff, 1997-03-15 Political scandals, governmental instability and the poison-gas
attack in central Tokyo show that Japan is passing through a serious social crisis. It affects virtually
every social unit: family, school, company, political parties, religions and the nation. And it worries
every segment of the population, young and old, men and women, management and labour, the elite
and the plebe. Among other things, workers are growing dissatisfied with company life, families are
undermined by discord and divorce, even the ruling Liberal Democratic Party collapsed (as did many
of its opponents). The Japanese are ever harder to lead and the politicians, bureaucrats and
businessmen who once led them are increasingly ineffective. Thus, while many reforms are mooted,
and some are initiated, very few are actually implemented. Under these conditions, the many
negative trends cannot be halted - let alone reversed - and the crisis should worsen.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Nationalism,
Political Realism and Democracy in Japan Fumiko Sasaki, 2012 Masao Maruyama was the most
influential and respected political thinker in post-WWII Japan. He believed that the collective
mentality, inherent in the traditional Japanese way of thinking, was a key reason for the defeat in
WWII and was convinced that such thought needed to be modernized. In this book Fumiko Sasaki
argues that the cause of the prolonged political, economic and social decline in Japan since the early
1990s can be explained by the same characteristics Maruyama identified after 1945. Using
Maruyama's thought Sasaki explores how the Japanese people see their role in their nation, the




democracy imposed by the US, and the relationship between power and international relations.
Further, Sasaki also considers what the essence of national security is and how much it has been
forgotten in current Japanese political thought. The book solves the puzzle of how Maruyama, a
teacher of political realism who emphasized the importance of power, could insist on the policy of
unarmed neutrality for Japan's national security, and in doing so, illuminates how traditional
Japanese thought has impacted development in Japan. Despite his status within Japan, there are few
English language books available on Maruyama and his thought on national security. This book
therefore will be an essential resource for students and scholars of Japanese Politics and Political
Thought.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: The China
Problem in Postwar Japan Robert Hoppens, 2015-01-29 The 1970s were a period of dramatic
change in relations between Japan and the People's Republic of China (PRC). The two countries
established diplomatic relations for the first time, forged close economic ties and reached political
agreements that still guide and constrain relations today. This book delivers a history of this
foundational period in Sino-Japanese relations. It presents an up-to-date diplomatic history of the
relationship but also goes beyond this to argue that Japan's relations with China must be understood
in the context of a larger “China problem” that was inseparable from a domestic contest to define
Japanese national identity. The China Problem in Postwar Japan challenges some common assertions
or assumptions about the role of Japanese national identity in postwar Sino-Japanese relations,
showing how the history of Japanese relations with China in the 1970s is shaped by the strength of
Japanese national identity, not its weakness.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Historical
Dictionary of Postwar Japan William D. Hoover, 2018-12-15 Japan is a mix of the old and the new,
traditional and modern, and old fashion and innovative. It has traveled the road to a modern
destination without totally losing sight of its traditions and values. Although some in Japan lament
the passing of old ways, Japan has held on to a reasonable amount of its traditions and values. This is
easier to find in its arts and crafts and its literature and films as well as in its social habits. This book
will introduce the broad sweep of people, events, and trends, including the successes and failures, of
postwar Japan. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Postwar Japan contains a chronology,
an introduction, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 500
cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion,
and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to
know more about Japan.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Japan in
Crisis B. Youngshik, T. Pempel, 2013-09-18 This volume, stemming from the Asan Institute for
Policy Studies, observes that for Japan to 'rise again' would mean recovery not only from the triple
disaster—the March, 2011 earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear meltdown—but from 20-plus years of
economic stagnation, political fumbling, and deterioration in Japan's regional and global influence.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: The Japanese
Ground Self-Defense Force Robert D. Eldridge, Paul Midford, 2017-01-21 Based on extensive
Japanese-language materials, this book is the first to examine the development of Japan’s Ground
Self-Defense Force. It addresses: how the GSDF was able to emerge as the post-war successor of the
Imperial Japanese Army despite Japan’s anti-militarist constitution; how the GSDF, despite the
public skepticism and even hostility that greeted its creation, built domestic and international
legitimacy; and how the GSDF has responded to changes in international and domestic
environments. This path-breaking study of the world’s third-largest-economic power’s ground army
is timely for two reasons. First, the resurgence of tensions in Northeast Asia over territorial
disputes, and the emphasis recent Japanese governments have placed on using the GSDF for
defending Japan’s outlying islands is driving media coverage and specialist interest in the GSDF.
Second, the March 11, 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami has focused global attention
on the GSDF as Japan’s lead disaster relief organization. This highly informative and thoroughly




researched book provides insight for policy makers and academics interested in Japanese foreign
and defense policies.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach:
Decision-Making Reform in Japan Karol Zakowski, 2015-04-24 In the election to the House of
Representatives in 2009, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]) almost tripled the number of its lower
house members by winning 308 seats. It subsequently formed a coalition government with the Social
Democratic Party and the People’s New Party. The new ruling party promised to completely
overhaul policymaking mechanisms that had been shaped over the past decades. Yet, the Japanese
people quickly felt disappointed with the DP]’s ‘policymaking engineering’. Examining the evolution
of the decision-making process in Japan under the DP] administration between the years 2009-2012,
this book offers a multidimensional explanation for the reasons for the DP]’s failure in producing
effective policymaking mechanisms. Implementing conceptual tools borrowed from historical
institutionalism, the author explains why the Democrats displayed inflexibility in introducing
selected elements of the Westminster system, incoherence in regard to many aspects of the
decision-making reform, and unwillingness to take advantage of all of the institutional resources at
their disposal. The book argues that the examination of the DP]J’s origins and interactions with other
parties is crucial in understanding its misconceptions regarding the institutional model, policy
vision, and institutional tools required for a durable change in policymaking patterns. Illustrating its
argument with a range of case studies, this book explains why, ultimately, the DP]’s concept of a
politician-led government resulted in failure. It will also be helpful in understanding the
prerequisites for the success of institutional reforms in general. As such it will be of interest to
students and scholars of Japanese studies, Political science, Asian studies.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Rethinking
Japan's Identity and International Role Susanne Klien, 2018-10-24 This paper presents a study of
Japan's international role with a special focus on its historical evolution. To that end, the following
three pillars lay the necessary theoretical foundations: one, the notions of historical and political
identity and a discussion of the ambivalent shapes they have taken in Japan; two, the regional
context, an examination of Japan's situation with respect to Asian history as a whole, and finally, the
civilian power concept as defined by Hanns W. Maull.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: The Culture
of Japan as Seen through Its Leisure Sepp Linhart, Sabine Fr?hst?ck, 1998-01-01 The Culture of
Japan as Seen through Its Leisure brings together scholars of various disciplines from around the
globe to discuss different forms of leisure activities in past and present Japan, thus enriching our
knowledge of Japanese culture. Arranged in five sections, the volume focuses on everyday activities
such as leisure, sports, travel and nature, theater and music, playing games, and gambling. The
editors place the treated leisure activities into a historical frame of reference and relate them to the
well-known classification scheme of games by Roger Caillois.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Japan’s
Evolving Foreign Policy Doctrine Bert Edstrom, 2025-01-31 During half a century after the war
Japan's economy was built up from scratch to the world's number two, while its foreign policy has
been described by many as passive and even verging on being non-existent. As a contrast, this book
evinces how the foundations of Japan's foreign policy were laid in the early postwar period, and how
postwar policies have been characterized by pervasive continuity, guided by distinct national goals
and expressed in clear-cut national role conceptions. The far-reaching changes after the end of the
Cold War transformed Japan’s domestic political system. Consequently, the analyses for 1946-93
(covered in the first edition) and 1993-2020 (added in the current edition) are structured differently.
In the former, each prime minister gets a chapter except for the initial period 1946-54 when three
premiers figure, while the prime ministers for 1993-2020 are treated as members of triads, except
the long-reigning Koizumi Junichiro and Abe Shinzo.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Migration,
Whiteness, and Cosmopolitanism Milos Debnar, 2016-09-23 This book analyzes the increase in



contemporary European migration to Japan, its causes and the lives of Europeans in Japan.
Desconstructing the picture of highly skilled, privileged, cosmopolitan elites that has been
frequently associated with white or Western migrants, it focuses on the case of Europeans rather
than Westerners migrating to a highly developed, non-Western country as Japan, this book offers
new insights on increasing diversity in migration and its outcomes for integration of migrants. The
book is based on interviews with 57 subjects from various parts of Europe occupying various
positions within Japanese society. What are the motivations for choosing Japan, how do white
migrants enjoy the ‘privilege’ based on their race, what are its limits, and to what extent are the
social worlds of such migrants characterized by cosmopolitanism rather than ethnicity? These are
the main questions this book attempts to answer.

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: Domestic
Politics, International Bargaining and China's Territorial Disputes Chien-peng Chung,
2004-07-15 This is a groundbreaking analysis of China's territorial disputes, exploring the successes
and failures of negotiations that have taken place between its three neighbours, namely India, Japan
and Russia. By using Roberts Putnam's two level game framework, Chung relates the outcome of
these disputes to the actions of domestic nationalist groups who

beyond the rising sun nationalism in contemporary japan bruce stronach: The Journal of
Japanese Studies , 2006 A multidisciplinary forrum for communicating new information, new
interpretations, and recent research results concerning Japan to the English-reading world.
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