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Anne Fine The Tulip Touch: A Deep Dive into a Compelling Psychological Thriller

anne fine the tulip touch is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a gripping and
thought-provoking novel by the celebrated British author Anne Fine. Known for her skillful
storytelling and nuanced exploration of complex characters, Anne Fine offers readers a
haunting journey into the darker aspects of childhood and human nature with *The Tulip
Touch*. This novel stands out not only for its intense psychological depth but also for the
way it challenges readers to reflect on themes such as friendship, manipulation, and the
consequences of unchecked behavior.

Understanding Anne Fine and Her Literary Style

Anne Fine has long been recognized as a master of children’s and young adult literature,
often weaving subtle yet powerful messages into her narratives. Her works commonly
explore emotional and social issues, making them resonate with both younger readers and
adults. *The Tulip Touch* is no exception; it showcases her ability to delve into
psychological complexities without ever losing the accessibility that makes her books
appealing across age groups.

Unlike typical children’s books, *The Tulip Touch* refuses to shy away from difficult
topics. The novel's psychological thriller elements and dark themes are woven seamlessly
into a story that is both engaging and unsettling, demonstrating Anne Fine’s versatility as
a writer.

The Plot and Themes of The Tulip Touch

At the heart of *The Tulip Touch* is the story of Tulip, a young girl whose troubling
behavior raises questions about the impact of her environment and upbringing. The
narrative is told through the eyes of Natalie, Tulip’s friend, who becomes increasingly
alarmed as she witnesses Tulip’s destructive and manipulative actions.

Exploring the Main Themes

Childhood and Innocence Lost: The novel explores how innocence can be
corrupted and how children can harbor dark secrets and emotions that adults often
overlook.

Friendship and Trust: Natalie’s perspective highlights the complexities of
friendship, especially when trust is betrayed and boundaries are tested.



Psychological Trauma and Abuse: Through Tulip’s character, the story touches on
the long-lasting effects of trauma and the ways it can manifest in behavior.

Consequences of Neglect: The narrative underscores how neglect and lack of
support can contribute to a child’s emotional instability.

These themes are not only central to the plot but also serve as a mirror for readers to
consider broader societal issues related to child welfare and mental health.

Character Analysis: The Complexity of Tulip

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Tulip Touch* is Anne Fine’s portrayal of Tulip
herself. Tulip is far from a one-dimensional character; she embodies a mixture of
vulnerability, aggression, and confusion. This complexity invites readers to empathize with
her while also feeling disturbed by her actions.

What Makes Tulip So Intriguing?

- **Ambiguity:** Tulip’s motives are often unclear, making her unpredictable and keeping
readers on edge.
- **Depth:** Rather than portraying her as simply “bad,” Anne Fine gives Tulip a backstory
that explains her behavior, encouraging a more compassionate understanding.
- **Symbolism:** Tulip’s name and character can be seen as symbolic of something
beautiful on the surface but with hidden thorns, reflecting the duality of appearance
versus reality.

This layered characterization challenges readers to think critically about judgment and the
factors that influence behavior.

Why The Tulip Touch Stands Out in Young Adult
Literature

In a genre often dominated by lighthearted or straightforward narratives, *The Tulip
Touch* offers a refreshing and necessary divergence. Anne Fine’s willingness to tackle
unsettling subjects head-on sets the novel apart.

Impact on Readers and Critics

The book has received widespread acclaim for its honest depiction of difficult themes.
Educators and psychologists have noted its potential to open dialogues about emotional



abuse and mental health in young readers. Additionally, its suspenseful storytelling keeps
readers engaged, making it a valuable tool for fostering empathy and awareness.

Educational Value

Teachers and librarians often recommend *The Tulip Touch* for classroom discussions
because it encourages critical thinking about:

- The importance of emotional support for children.
- Recognizing signs of distress in peers.
- Developing empathy for those whose behavior may seem troubling or confusing.

Anne Fine’s Writing Techniques in The Tulip
Touch

Anne Fine’s narrative style in *The Tulip Touch* is especially noteworthy for its subtlety
and psychological insight. Rather than relying on overt explanations, she uses nuanced
dialogue, internal monologues, and vivid descriptions to build tension and develop
characters.

Use of Perspective

By telling the story primarily from Natalie’s point of view, the novel creates a sense of
intimacy and immediacy. Readers experience the unfolding events and emotional turmoil
alongside Natalie, enhancing the impact of Tulip’s unpredictable nature.

Atmosphere and Tone

The tone of the novel fluctuates between nostalgic childhood innocence and creeping
menace, perfectly mirroring the dual nature of the plot. Anne Fine’s careful control of
pacing and mood makes the suspense feel natural rather than forced.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Tulip Touch

If you’re planning to read *The Tulip Touch*, here are some suggestions to maximize your
experience:

Pay Attention to Character Dynamics: Observe how relationships evolve and what1.
they reveal about each character’s inner world.



Reflect on the Themes: Consider how the story relates to wider issues like mental2.
health, friendship, and the effects of trauma.

Discuss with Others: Engaging in conversations about the book can deepen3.
understanding and offer diverse perspectives.

Be Prepared for Intensity: The novel deals with serious and sometimes disturbing4.
subjects, so it’s helpful to approach it with an open mind and readiness to engage
thoughtfully.

Legacy and Influence of Anne Fine’s The Tulip
Touch

Since its publication, *The Tulip Touch* has maintained a significant place in young adult
literature. Its exploration of dark psychological themes paved the way for other authors to
approach similar subjects with honesty and sensitivity. Moreover, the book’s impact
extends beyond literature, contributing to conversations about child psychology and
welfare.

Anne Fine’s work continues to inspire readers and writers alike, proving that children’s
literature can be both entertaining and profoundly meaningful.

As you delve into *The Tulip Touch*, you’ll find yourself not only absorbed by its suspense
but also invited to reflect on the complexities of human behavior and the importance of
compassion in understanding those around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Anne Fine's 'The Tulip
Touch'?
The main theme of 'The Tulip Touch' is the impact of a troubled and abusive upbringing on
a child's behavior and the consequences of violence and cruelty.

Who are the central characters in 'The Tulip Touch' by
Anne Fine?
The central characters are Natalie and Tulip. Natalie is the narrator and Tulip is her friend
who exhibits increasingly disturbing and violent behavior.



How does Anne Fine portray childhood and friendship in
'The Tulip Touch'?
Anne Fine portrays childhood and friendship with complexity, showing both the innocence
and vulnerability of children as well as the darker side of relationships influenced by
neglect and abuse.

What role does Tulip's family background play in the
story?
Tulip's family background, marked by neglect and instability, is crucial as it helps explain
her aggressive and destructive behavior throughout the story.

Why is 'The Tulip Touch' considered a significant book
in children's literature?
It is significant because it addresses serious issues such as child abuse, violence, and
emotional trauma in a sensitive yet realistic manner, encouraging readers to think
critically about these topics.

How does the narrative perspective affect the story in
'The Tulip Touch'?
The story is told from Natalie's point of view, which provides insight into how Tulip's
behavior affects those around her and allows readers to see the events through the eyes of
a concerned friend.

What message does Anne Fine convey about the effects
of violence and neglect in 'The Tulip Touch'?
Anne Fine conveys that violence and neglect can have profound and lasting effects on
children, leading to behavioral problems and emotional damage, and highlights the
importance of understanding and intervention.

Additional Resources
Anne Fine’s The Tulip Touch: A Dark Exploration of Childhood and Morality

anne fine the tulip touch is a novel that confronts readers with the unsettling
complexities of childhood behavior and the consequences of neglect. Published in 1996,
this work by Anne Fine stands out in her prolific career for its stark and unflinching
portrayal of a troubled young girl named Tulip. Often categorized as a children’s or young
adult novel, The Tulip Touch transcends typical genre boundaries by delving deep into
psychological and social issues, making it a subject of critical discussion in literary circles
and among educators alike.



Anne Fine’s Narrative Approach in The Tulip
Touch

Anne Fine is renowned for her ability to address difficult themes with sensitivity and
insight, and The Tulip Touch exemplifies this skill. The narrative is structured around the
perspective of Natalie, an 11-year-old girl who befriends Tulip, a peer whose behavior is
both captivating and alarming. Through Natalie’s observations and experiences, Fine
explores the impact of family dynamics, emotional trauma, and societal neglect on a
child’s development.

What sets The Tulip Touch apart is Fine’s refusal to simplify or sanitize the darker aspects
of childhood. The novel confronts bullying, cruelty, and emotional abuse head-on,
challenging readers to grapple with the moral ambiguities presented. This approach has
sparked debate about the suitability of such content for younger audiences, while
simultaneously earning praise for its honesty and educational value.

Thematic Depth and Psychological Realism

Central to the novel is the theme of childhood innocence corrupted by external factors.
Tulip’s erratic and often violent behavior is a manifestation of deep-seated emotional
turmoil, stemming from her dysfunctional family environment. Anne Fine meticulously
crafts Tulip’s character to evoke both empathy and discomfort, encouraging readers to
consider the roots of antisocial behavior rather than dismissing it as mere delinquency.

The psychological realism in The Tulip Touch is notable. Fine does not provide easy
answers or neat resolutions; instead, she portrays the complexities of trauma and neglect
with nuance. This realism is augmented by the novel’s setting—a seemingly ordinary
suburban backdrop that contrasts sharply with the dark undercurrents of the story. Such
juxtaposition highlights how societal facades can mask profound dysfunction.

Critical Reception and Educational Impact

Upon its release, The Tulip Touch garnered critical acclaim, winning the prestigious
Carnegie Medal in 1996. Critics praised Anne Fine’s boldness in tackling uncomfortable
subject matter through the lens of a child protagonist. The novel has since been
incorporated into school curricula in various countries, serving as a tool to facilitate
discussions on mental health, family issues, and moral development.

However, the book’s intense themes have also led to controversy. Some educators and
parents expressed concern over its suitability for younger readers, citing the graphic
depiction of bullying and emotional abuse. This tension points to a broader conversation
about the role of realistic literature in children’s education and the balance between
protection and exposure.



Character Dynamics and Narrative Structure

The relationship between Natalie and Tulip is the emotional core of the novel. Natalie’s
initial fascination with Tulip’s rebelliousness gradually shifts to fear and confusion,
mirroring the reader’s journey. This dynamic serves as a powerful narrative device,
allowing Anne Fine to explore how peer influence and social isolation affect children’s
behavior.

The book employs a first-person narrative style, which intensifies the reader’s connection
to Natalie’s perspective. This choice also deepens the psychological exploration, as
readers witness the gradual erosion of Natalie’s innocence and her struggle to understand
Tulip’s actions. The pacing is deliberate, building tension methodically to a climax that is
both shocking and thought-provoking.

Comparative Analysis: The Tulip Touch and
Contemporary Young Adult Literature

When compared to other young adult novels of its time, The Tulip Touch stands out for its
unvarnished depiction of childhood malaise. Unlike more conventional stories that focus
on friendship and coming-of-age themes, Anne Fine’s work delves into the darker recesses
of the human psyche and social dysfunction.

For instance, works like Jacqueline Wilson’s books often tackle family issues but with a
more hopeful tone and lighter narrative style. In contrast, The Tulip Touch is more aligned
with the gritty realism found in authors such as Melvin Burgess, who similarly explore
troubled youth and societal challenges. This positioning underscores the novel’s unique
contribution to the landscape of young adult literature and its ongoing relevance.

Impact on Readers and Societal Conversations

The candid exploration of bullying, neglect, and moral ambiguity in The Tulip Touch has
made it a reference point in discussions about children’s mental health awareness. It
prompts readers, educators, and caregivers to recognize warning signs in behavior and
consider the importance of support systems for vulnerable children.

Moreover, the novel’s ethical questions about responsibility and empathy resonate beyond
its immediate narrative. It challenges societal complacency and encourages a more
proactive approach to addressing childhood trauma, making it not only a literary work but
also a social commentary.

Anne Fine’s Writing Style and Literary



Techniques

Anne Fine’s prose in The Tulip Touch is characterized by clarity and emotional precision.
Her language is accessible yet layered, allowing younger readers to engage with complex
themes without feeling overwhelmed. The juxtaposition of innocent childhood language
with the gravity of the subject matter creates a compelling tension throughout the text.

Symbolism is employed subtly but effectively. The titular “Tulip Touch” metaphorically
represents the fragile beauty and latent danger embodied by the character Tulip. This
duality reflects the overarching themes of vulnerability and unpredictability in human
behavior.

Pros and Cons of The Tulip Touch for Readers and
Educators

Pros: Offers a realistic portrayal of childhood trauma; encourages empathy and
critical thinking; serves as a valuable educational resource on social issues.

Cons: Contains distressing content that may be challenging for sensitive readers;
some may find the narrative’s ambiguity unsettling; not suitable for very young
children.

The balance of these factors requires thoughtful consideration when integrating the book
into educational settings, ensuring that adequate support and discussion frameworks
accompany its use.

Anne Fine’s The Tulip Touch remains a compelling and provocative novel that continues to
inspire dialogue about the complexities of childhood and the societal responsibilities
surrounding it. Its impact is evident not only in literary circles but also in the broader
conversations about child welfare and education today.

Anne Fine The Tulip Touch

  anne fine the tulip touch: The Tulip Touch Anne Fine, 1999-05 Natalie, who lives in the
large hotel managed by her father, has a dangerous friendship with Tulip, the wildly uncontrollable
girl on a neighboring farm.
  anne fine the tulip touch: The Tulip Touch Anne Fine, 1999 This volume is part of the New
Century Readers series of modern and classic novels, short stories and plays. Each book in the series
provides the complete, original text; a section by or about the writer; and a study programme and
guidance on keeping a reading log.
  anne fine the tulip touch: The Tulip Touch Anne Fine, Rula Lenska, 2000 Natalie, who lives in
the large hotel managed by her father, has a dangerous friendship with Tulip, the wildly
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uncontrollable girl on a neighboring farm.
  anne fine the tulip touch: The Tulip Touch Anne Fine, 1998 Tulip's outlandish behaviour
doesn't matter to Natalie. Natalie finds Tulip exciting, and at first she doesn't care that other people
are so upset and unnerved by her bizarre games. But as the games become increasingly wild and
sinister, Natalie realises that Tulip is going too far. And deep inside, Natalie knows that Tulip won't
rest until she's won the most dangerous game of all. Junior high readers. 1997.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Madame Doubtfire Anne Fine, 1999 Miranda Hilliard and her
husband Daniel are divorced, but he doesn't see their children very often. One day Madame
Doubtfire comes to work for Miranda as a nanny, but she seems to behave much more like a man
than a woman.
  anne fine the tulip touch: The Outside Child, In and Out of the Book Christine Wilkie-Stibbs,
2008-03-25 Christine Wilkie-Stibbs juxtaposes the narratives of literary and actual outsider children
to explore how Western culture has imagined, defined, and dealt with various marginalized children,
whether orphans, homeless, refugees, or victims of abuse.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Serialization, Commercialization and the Children’s Classics
Amy Webster, 2024-12-12 An exploration of the serialization of children's classics by contemporary
publishers, this book digs into the impact of the practice and provides new ways of reading the
corpus of British children's literature from the 20th century. Amy Webster demonstrates how
publishers select texts for their series, which texts they omit, which outliers are sometimes included
and how a core group of works from the golden age of children's literature emerged. The text also
examines how texts are abridged and transformed from publisher to publisher through close
readings of The Wind in the Willows and Alice's Adventures in Wonderland; and how the
repackaging of works within a series highlight issues and choices tied to key paratextual elements.
Analysing data through distant reading and close reading of series from Ladybird, Longman, Puffin
and Walker Illustrated editions, this book sheds light on how modern classics series are marked by
variation and instability but also a reductive homogeneity. Through her use of quantitative and
text-focused research, Webster reveals how commercial motivations have created a gulf between the
canonical concepts of the classic and how the term functions as a marketing tool in British children's
publishing. With notions of what counts as a classic compromised and complicated, this book leads
the call for a critical approach towards both the term 'classic' and to reading children's classics that
acknowledges how they are tied to the commercial enterprises of the children's book business.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Exploring Children′s Literature Nikki Gamble, 2019-06-10
Having a good working knowledge of children′s literature is vital for primary teachers; the best way
to develop switched-on young readers is to ensure they get access to high-quality age-appropriate
material that engages and inspires them. This book explores the rich and varied world of children′s
literature and how it can be used in teaching to promote reading for pleasure and create lifelong
readers. This new edition has been completely updated to include: - 5 brand new chapters covering
Knowledge & skills, Classics, Illustrated fiction & graphic novels, Non-fiction, and Humour - New
expert voice features providing commentaries from educators, literary experts and authors such as
Lucy Worsley - Up to date book lists featuring recent and more diverse literature and authors - New
practical activities and case studies show casing children′s books and how to use them in the
classroom - Further reading links to take students further
  anne fine the tulip touch: English 5-11 David Waugh, Wendy Jolliffe, 2013 English is central to
the primary school curriculum, since it permeates all subject areas. Now fully updated, English
5-11provides comprehensive, up to date and creative guidance on teaching English in the primary
school. Key areas covered include:- Communication, language and literacy Grammar and
punctuation Talk for learning Synthetic phonics Drama Reading and writing Fiction and poetry
Creativity Teaching in a multilingual classroom Spelling ICT Assessment Written by highly
experienced authors and former government advisors with frontline teaching, school management
and teacher training experience, each manageable chapter provides the busy teacher with
indispensible advice and guidance as well as opportunities to reflect upon current practice in the



classroom. This second edition reflects changes in government policy and gives greater attention to
systematic synthetic phonics, assessment, drama and talk for writing, and is closely related to the
changing curriculum for primary English. English 5-11will be an invaluable resource to all trainee
and practising teachers interested in teaching English in an accessible, contemporary and dynamic
way.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Where Texts and Children Meet Eve Bearne, Victor Watson,
2002-01-04 It is impossible to reflect upon children's books without considering the children who
read them. Where Texts and Children Meet explores the ways in which children make meaning of
the various texts they meet both in and out of school. Eve Bearne and Victor Watson have brought
together chapters on all the major issues and topics in children's literacy including: * the meaning
and relevance of terms such as literature and classic texts * an analysis of new genres including
picture books and CD-ROMs * moral dilemmas and cultural concerns in children's texts * working
with quality texts that children will also adore. Where Texts and Children Meet shows how the world
of children's books is changing and how teachers can build imaginative learning experiences for
their pupils from a whole range of published materials.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Forever Young Chris Richards, 2008 This book explores 'young
adult' fictions - stories about being young, staying young and sometimes never wanting to grow up.
Looking at controversial novels by Francesca Lia Block, at sex and 'race' in Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, and at the online world of fans and censors, Chris Richards argues that attempts to classify
and regulate what counts as 'young adult' have failed, and shows how youth - as intense, exciting
and tormented - draws audiences unconstrained by age. Throughout the book, the narratives of life
as lived by the young emerge as the stuff of the 'self' - made and remade in reading, watching and
listening. Fascinating and accessible, Forever Young will be of particular interest to students and
teachers concerned with contemporary popular culture in cultural, media, literature and education
studies courses.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Locating the Anglo-Indian Self in Ruskin Bond Debashis
Bandyopadhyay, 2011-01-01 Ruskin Bond's life - and, for that matter, his semi-autobiographical
works - are allegories of the colonial aftermath. His is an odd but exemplary attempt at absorption as
a member of the Anglo-Indian ethnic minority, a community whose role in the shaping of the
postcolonial Indian psyche has yet to be systematically analysed. This study explores the dialogue
between the biographical and authorial selves of Ruskin Bond, whose subjectivity is informed by the
fantasies of space and time.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Library Services for Children and Young People Carolynn
Rankin, Avril Brock, 2012-11-23 A vision for children’s library services in the next decade. This book
provides a sound background to all aspects of library provision for 6–18 year olds. It is designed to
support the strategic planning and delivery of library services and programmes at a local community
level or in schools. The book outlines a vision for children’s library services in the next decade and
carves out a strategy for engaging with the challenges and opportunities for children’s librarians
and policy makers in the Google environment. This book is accessible, informative and inspiring and
offers practitioners the knowledge, ideas and confidence to work in partnership with other key
professionals in delivering services and programmes. It provides an evidence base, which promotes
and encourages the development of effective library services for children and young people. The
case studies, scenarios and vignettes, drawn from UK and international sources, show that the key
issues have an international dimension, and the similarities and differences in service provision will
be of interest to many. In addition to the two editors, chapters are contributed by a range of
internationally known practitioners and academics, offering a wide perspective. Case studies at the
end of each section complement themes and practices from previous chapters while rooting the
discussion in a specific context. The book is organized into four parts: • Children’s library services –
policy, people and partnerships • Connecting and engaging – reaching your audience and catching
the latest wave (acknowledging the role of technology) • Buildings, design and spaces – libraries for
children and young people • Issues for professional practice. Readership: This book is essential



reading for all senior library practitioners, children’s librarians and school librarians, subject
co-ordinators, and managers in schools. It will also be of value for all postgraduate students on
CILIP accredited library and information management courses.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Bully-proofing Children Joanne Scaglione, Arrica Rose Scaglione,
2006 Written for primary and secondary educators as well as parents, the authors' present their
program for dealing with the problem of bullying, including discussion of cyberbullying and
prevention strategies.
  anne fine the tulip touch: The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature Daniel Hahn,
2015-03-26 The last thirty years have witnessed one of the most fertile periods in the history of
children's books: the flowering of imaginative illustration and writing, the Harry Potter phenomenon,
the rise of young adult and crossover fiction, and books that tackle extraordinarily difficult subjects.
The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature provides an indispensable and fascinating reference
guide to the world of children's literature. Its 3,500 entries cover every genre from fairy tales to
chapbooks; school stories to science fiction; comics to children's hymns. Originally published in
1983, the Companion has been comprehensively revised and updated by Daniel Hahn. Over 900 new
entries bring the book right up to date. A whole generation of new authors and illustrators are
showcased, with books like Dogger, The Hunger Games, and Twilight making their first appearance.
There are articles on developments such as manga, fan fiction, and non-print publishing, and there is
additional information on prizes and prizewinners. This accessible A to Z is the first place to look for
information about the authors, illustrators, printers, publishers, educationalists, and others who
have influenced the development of children's literature, as well as the stories and characters at
their centre. Written both to entertain and to instruct, the highly acclaimed Oxford Companion to
Children's Literature is a reference work that no one interested in the world of children's books
should be without.
  anne fine the tulip touch: An Introduction to Childhood Studies Mary Jane Kehily,
2008-11-01 This thoughtful book provides expert overviews of historical, sociological, psychological,
cultural, legal and rights-informed approaches to childhood. Through these well written, readable
chapters, students will be engaged with important debates in childhood studies, and led towards
many ideas and problems for further investigation. This second edition includes new chapters
arguing strongly for interdisciplinarity and for measured responses to the current 'crisis' in UK
childhoods. Berry Mayall, Institute of Education, University of London, UK An Introduction to
Childhood Studies offers a wide-ranging and thought-provoking approach to the study of childhood,
providing an important contribution to this burgeoning area of research and teaching. It brings
together key themes in the area of Childhood Studies, providing a comprehensive and accessible
introduction for students and practitioners, helping to answer questions such as: What is childhood
and how can it be studied and understood? How is the idea of childhood shaped by the society we
live in? The contributors - who are leading figures in their fields - examine childhood from historical,
socio-cultural and policy perspectives. They explore aspects such as the construction of childhood,
children's literature, childhood in the digital age and children's rights. Revised and updated
throughout, the new edition includes: An expanded introductory chapter - Childhood Studies: past,
present, future A new chapter on children's rights and educational provision A new concluding
chapter - The future of childhood Revised and updated chapters Further reading suggestions for
each chapter An Introduction to Childhood Studies is a key text for students on courses in childhood
studies, child psychology, social policy and the sociology of youth and childhood.
  anne fine the tulip touch: The Ultimate Teen Book Guide Daniel Hahn, Leonie Flynn,
Susan Reuben, 2007-12-26 Covering such genres as fantasy, horror, chick lit, graphic novels, sci-fi,
and mystery, an all-encompassing, must-have resource profiles more than 700 of the best books for
teens, from the classics to the latest bestsellers. Simultaneous.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Ethics in British Children's Literature Lisa Sainsbury, 2013-08-29
Featuring close readings of selected poetry, visual texts, short stories and novels published for
children since 1945 from Naughty Amelia Jane to Watership Down, this is the first extensive study of



the nature and form of ethical discourse in British children's literature. Ethics in British Children's
Literature explores the extent to which contemporary writing for children might be considered
philosophical, tackling ethical spheres relevant to and arising from books for young people, such as
naughtiness, good and evil, family life, and environmental ethics. Rigorously engaging with
influential moral philosophers, from Aristotle through Kant and Hegel, to Arno Leopold, Iris
Murdoch, Mary Midgley, and Lars Svendsen, this book demonstrates the narrative strategies
employed to engage young readers as moral agents.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Children's Book Prizes Ruth Allen, 2019-01-22 First published in
1998, this book is the first comprehensive survey of the awards made to children’s books in the
English-speaking world. The Volume covers nearly forty different prizes including well-known and
established ones such as the Newbury Award, prizes instigated by the commercial sector such as the
Smarties Prize, as well as nationally sponsored awards and prizes for illustrators. Detailed lists are
provided of the winning titles and, where appropriate, the runners-up in each year that the award
has been given. Ruth Allen also presents some fascinating and often entertaining insights into the
motivations behind awards and how they are views by authors, illustrators, publishers, librarians,
booksellers and potential purchasers. The various criteria applied by judges of these awards are also
examined, with an assessment of whether they have always achieved the ‘right’ result. This Volume
is both a useful guide for adults wishing to buy good books for children and an important tool for
those researching the history of the children’s book industry.
  anne fine the tulip touch: Up on Cloud Nine Anne Fine, 2009-03-04 Ian’s best friend, Stolly, is
up on cloud nine. He’s in the hospital, unconscious, and hooked up to machines. The question Ian is
trying to answer is: How did Stolly end up there? In a way, Stolly’s always been on cloud nine, living
life by his own rules and making those rules up as he goes along. His parents’ careers have them
constantly rushing around, so Ian’s family has all but adopted Stolly. That’s why it’s up to Ian to
figure out what happened to his best friend. But once the pieces start coming together, the answer
doesn’t seem to make any sense.
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