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Advance Wars Strategy Guide: Mastering the Art of Tactical Warfare

advance wars strategy guide is your key to unlocking the full potential of one of the most beloved
turn-based strategy games ever created. Whether you're a newcomer eager to understand the basics
or a seasoned commander looking to refine your tactics, this guide will walk you through essential
strategies and insights to dominate the battlefield. From unit management and terrain advantage to
commanding Officers (COs) and resource control, there’s a lot to unpack in this intricate, yet
accessible game. Let’s dive in and explore the core elements that will elevate your gameplay.

Understanding the Basics of Advance Wars

Before diving into complex maneuvers, it’s crucial to grasp the foundational mechanics that govern
Advance Wars. The game is played on grid-based maps where two or more armies face off, each turn
involving movement, attacks, capturing properties, and managing resources.

Units and Their Roles

Advance Wars features a variety of units, each with strengths, weaknesses, and unique movement
capabilities. Infantry and Mechs are vital for capturing buildings, while Tanks and Recon units excel
in mobility and firepower. Artillery and Rockets can strike from a distance but are vulnerable up
close. Air units like Fighters and Bombers introduce verticality to combat, capable of bypassing
terrain obstacles.

Knowing when and how to deploy each unit type is key. For example, using Recon units to scout
enemy positions early on or keeping artillery behind the front lines to safely bombard foes can turn
the tide of battle.

Terrain Matters

One of the most impactful elements in Advance Wars is terrain. Mountains, forests, rivers, roads,
and cities all influence unit movement and defense. Forests and cities provide defensive bonuses,
reducing damage your units take, while roads allow for faster movement but offer no cover.

Mastering terrain use allows you to position your units advantageously, forcing enemy units into
vulnerable positions or protecting your own forces during counterattacks.

Advance Wars Strategy Guide: Winning Through



Resource and Map Control

Controlling the map is much more than just defeating enemy units — it’s about managing resources
and strategic positions.

Capturing Properties

Cities, bases, airports, and ports serve as critical resource hubs. They generate income each turn,
which you use to produce new units. Prioritizing the capture of properties early in the game grants
you an economic advantage that snowballs into military superiority.

When capturing properties, always protect your infantry or mech units with support units. Leaving
them vulnerable can result in losing hard-earned assets and ceding map control to your opponent.

Balancing Offense and Defense

A common mistake is focusing too heavily on offense without adequate defense. While aggressively
pushing forward can yield quick victories, overextension often leaves key positions exposed.

An effective advance wars strategy guide emphasizes the importance of creating choke points using
terrain and fortifying these with defensive units. For instance, placing tanks in forests or mountains
can slow down enemy advances and inflict heavy counterattacks.

Leveraging Commanding Officers (COs) and CO Powers

One of the signature features of Advance Wars is the variety of Commanding Officers, each with
unique abilities that can dramatically influence battles.

Choosing the Right CO

Each CO specializes in certain units or tactics. For example:

- Andy enhances infantry and mech units.
- Max is a powerhouse with tanks.
- Sami excels in air units and mobility.

Selecting a CO that complements your playstyle and the map’s conditions is crucial. Some COs
perform better in open terrain, while others are suited for defensive, city-heavy maps.



Using CO Powers Effectively

CO Powers are special abilities that recharge as you deal or receive damage. Timing their use can
sway engagements dramatically. For example, a CO Power might boost unit attack, movement, or
defense, turning a precarious situation into an opportunity.

A savvy player waits for the ideal moment—such as when multiple units can capitalize on the boost
or when a critical defensive line needs shoring up—to unleash these powers for maximum impact.

Advanced Tactics: Movement, Combat, and Positioning

Once you are comfortable with the basics, incorporating advanced tactics will sharpen your
gameplay and help outmaneuver even the toughest opponents.

Focus Fire and Unit Coordination

Targeting multiple units individually is inefficient and can allow enemies to survive and retaliate.
Instead, focus your firepower on a single enemy unit to guarantee its destruction. Coordinated
attacks reduce enemy numbers swiftly and prevent them from regrouping.

Flanking and Rear Attacks

Units attacking from the side or rear deal increased damage. Maneuvering your forces to flank
enemy units while keeping your frontlines intact is a powerful tactic. Recon units and fast-moving
infantry are often best for these maneuvers.

Supply Lines and Repairs

Maintaining supply lines is critical. Units damaged in combat require repairs, which can be done at
bases or by deploying units like APCs (Armored Personnel Carriers) that resupply nearby forces.
Neglecting repairs leaves your army vulnerable, so incorporate repair strategies into your overall
plan.

Tips for Multiplayer and AI Matches

Playing against human opponents brings unpredictability, while AI offers a chance to practice and
hone strategies.



Adapting to Opponents

Observe your opponent’s tendencies early—do they favor aggressive tank pushes, or do they prefer
steady development and defense? Adjust your strategy accordingly. Counter aggressive players with
fortified defenses and counterattacks, and pressure defensive players by cutting off their resource
income.

Map Familiarity

Knowing the map layout helps you anticipate enemy movements and plan your captures. Some maps
favor air superiority, others reward ground forces or naval units. Tailoring your strategy to the
map’s characteristics gives you a distinct edge.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Advance Wars

Even experienced players can fall into traps that cost them the game. Here are some pitfalls to
watch out for:

Overextending Units: Pushing units too far without support can lead to easy pickings for the
enemy.

Ignoring Terrain: Not utilizing defensive bonuses or mobility advantages can result in
unnecessary losses.

Neglecting Economy: Failing to capture and hold properties starves your unit production.

Misusing CO Powers: Wasting CO Powers at suboptimal times reduces their potential
impact.

By being mindful of these, you can maintain a solid foundation while experimenting with more
complex strategies.

Advance Wars is a game of patience, planning, and adaptability. With this advance wars strategy
guide, you’re equipped to approach each battle thoughtfully, leveraging every mechanic to your
advantage. Keep practicing, learn from each encounter, and your command prowess will grow with
every campaign.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic units in Advance Wars and their strengths?
Basic units in Advance Wars include Infantry, Mechs, Tanks, Recon, Artillery, Rockets, and Anti-Air.
Infantry are versatile and can capture properties; Mechs are stronger against Infantry; Tanks are
balanced armored units; Recon units are fast scouts; Artillery and Rockets provide long-range
attacks; Anti-Air units counter air units effectively.

How do I effectively capture properties in Advance Wars?
To capture properties, use Infantry or Mech units by moving them onto the property and spending
turns to capture it. Mechs capture faster than Infantry. Capturing properties increases your income
and strategic control, so prioritize capturing neutral and enemy properties early in the game.

What is the best way to use CO powers in Advance Wars?
CO powers provide temporary boosts to your units, such as increased attack, defense, or movement.
Use them strategically during critical battles or to turn the tide in your favor. Save CO powers for
decisive moments when you can maximize damage or secure an important objective.

How should I balance offense and defense in my Advance Wars
strategy?
Maintain a balance by protecting your key units and properties with defensive units like Tanks and
Anti-Air while advancing with mobile units such as Recon and Infantry. Use terrain advantage and
keep units supported to reduce losses. Don't overextend your offense to avoid counterattacks.

Which terrain types offer the best defense bonuses in Advance
Wars?
Forests, cities, and bases offer good defense bonuses for your units. Forests provide concealment
and moderate defense, while cities and bases provide higher defense and also allow unit healing and
capturing. Using these terrains effectively can increase your unit survivability.

How can I effectively use air units in Advance Wars?
Air units like Fighters, Bombers, and Copters are highly mobile and can strike over enemy lines. Use
Fighters to gain air superiority, Bombers to attack ground units and properties, and Copters for
quick transport and support. Protect your air units from Anti-Air units to maintain air dominance.

What is the importance of unit positioning in Advance Wars?
Unit positioning is crucial as it affects attack range, defense, and movement. Place units on
defensive terrain, keep ranged units behind front-line units, and avoid clustering to minimize
damage from area attacks. Proper positioning allows you to control the battlefield and respond
effectively to enemy moves.



How do I manage resources and income in Advance Wars?
Capture and hold properties like cities and bases to increase your income each turn. Use income to
produce more units and repair damaged ones. Balance spending between offensive units and
support units to maintain a steady flow of reinforcements and keep pressure on your opponent.

What are some advanced tactics for winning multiplayer
matches in Advance Wars?
Advanced tactics include scouting enemy movements with Recon units, timing CO powers
effectively, controlling key terrain features, using combined arms (mixing unit types), and predicting
opponent strategies. Communication and adapting to your opponent’s playstyle also play a vital role
in multiplayer success.

How can I counter enemy artillery and long-range units in
Advance Wars?
Counter enemy artillery by using fast units like Recon or air units to close the distance quickly and
destroy them before they can fire. Use cover and spread out your units to minimize damage. Anti-Air
units can also target enemy air artillery, and indirect fire units on your side can retaliate from a
distance.

Additional Resources
Advance Wars Strategy Guide: Mastering the Art of Tactical Warfare

advance wars strategy guide serves as an essential resource for enthusiasts and newcomers alike
who aim to navigate the intricate tactical landscape of this celebrated turn-based strategy game.
Since its debut, Advance Wars has garnered acclaim for its accessible yet deep gameplay mechanics,
blending unit management, terrain exploitation, and strategic foresight. This article delves into the
core strategies, unit compositions, and tactical nuances that can elevate a player’s performance,
while weaving in pertinent insights to optimize gameplay and decision-making.

Understanding the Foundations of Advance Wars
Strategy

Advance Wars distinguishes itself by emphasizing careful planning over brute force. Unlike real-time
strategy games, it requires players to anticipate opponent moves in a turn-based format, making
every decision critical. The foundation of an effective strategy lies in understanding the interplay
between unit types, terrain advantages, and resource management.

One of the pivotal elements is unit balance. Infantry, tanks, artillery, and air units each have distinct
strengths and vulnerabilities, creating a rock-paper-scissors dynamic that rewards tactical diversity.
For instance, artillery excels at long-range bombardment but is vulnerable to close-range attacks,
while air units offer mobility but lack resilience against anti-air defenses.



Unit Composition and Deployment

A well-rounded army in Advance Wars typically includes a mix of offensive and defensive units.
Prioritizing the right units according to the map and opponent strategy is crucial.

Infantry and Mechs: These units are versatile and vital for capturing properties, which
generate income and strategic positioning. While infantry is cheaper, mechs provide superior
defense and firepower but at a higher cost.

Tanks and Recon: Tanks deliver high damage and durability, suitable for frontline
engagements. Recon vehicles offer speed and reconnaissance capabilities but are fragile,
making them ideal for scouting rather than direct combat.

Artillery and Rockets: Long-range units that can soften enemy forces before your main army
engages. Positioning artillery behind your frontline units maximizes its effectiveness while
minimizing exposure.

Air Units: Fighters and bombers provide strategic flexibility. Fighters control airspace by
protecting your forces from enemy planes, while bombers deal heavy damage to ground
targets but require escort due to vulnerability.

Balancing these units based on map size and terrain can dictate the pace of the battle, whether
aggressive or defensive.

Terrain and Positioning

Advance Wars places significant emphasis on terrain, which affects unit defense and movement.
Forests, mountains, and cities provide defensive bonuses, while roads and plains facilitate faster
movement but offer little protection.

Strategically capturing cities not only boosts income but also enhances unit survivability. Players
should prioritize controlling choke points and high-defense tiles to force opponents into
disadvantageous engagements.

Economic Management and Resource Control

The economic aspect in Advance Wars is often understated yet pivotal. Income is primarily
generated by capturing and holding properties such as cities, airports, and ports. An effective
advance wars strategy guide must highlight the importance of economic dominance to sustain
production and unit replenishment.



Capturing and Holding Properties

Controlling a high number of properties ensures a steady flow of funds, enabling continuous unit
production. Early-game strategies frequently involve sending infantry units to capture nearby cities
while defending against enemy harassment.

Maintaining property control requires a balance between offense and defense. Overextending can
leave your valuable assets vulnerable, while playing too conservatively may cede map control to the
opponent.

Unit Production Priorities

Deciding which units to produce hinges on current battlefield conditions:

Early Game: Focus on infantry and reconnaissance units to capture properties and gather1.
intelligence.

Mid Game: Introduce tanks and artillery to consolidate control and apply pressure.2.

Late Game: Air units and heavier armor can break stalemates and exploit weaknesses.3.

Efficient use of funds and production facilities, such as factories and airfields, can accelerate unit
deployment. Players must avoid stockpiling funds unnecessarily, as idle money represents missed
opportunities to strengthen forces.

Advanced Tactical Considerations

Beyond the basics, mastering Advance Wars involves understanding nuanced tactics like unit
synergy, terrain exploitation, and leveraging Commanding Officers’ (CO) unique abilities.

Commanding Officers and CO Powers

Each CO in Advance Wars possesses distinctive powers that can turn the tide of battle. Familiarity
with these abilities is essential for crafting tailored strategies.

For example, a CO with enhanced tank capabilities might encourage aggressive armor-focused
tactics, while one with economic boosts might favor sustained production and defense.



Unit Synergy and Combined Arms

Effective combat often revolves around combining unit types to cover weaknesses and amplify
strengths. For instance:

Use recon units to spot enemy positions before advancing with tanks.

Position artillery behind tanks to safely bombard targets.

Deploy anti-air units in tandem with ground forces to protect against enemy air assaults.

This layered approach to unit deployment reduces vulnerabilities and maximizes combat
effectiveness.

Counterplay and Adaptability

A hallmark of successful Advance Wars players is adaptability. Observing enemy unit composition
and altering tactics accordingly can prevent being outmaneuvered.

For example, if the opponent heavily relies on air units, investing in anti-air units and fighters
becomes imperative. Conversely, if the enemy mass produces infantry, artillery and tanks may offer
better countermeasures.

Comparative Insights: Advance Wars vs. Other Tactical
Games

While Advance Wars shares similarities with other turn-based strategy games like Fire Emblem and
Civilization, its distinct unit and terrain mechanics create unique gameplay dynamics. Unlike Fire
Emblem’s emphasis on individual unit leveling, Advance Wars focuses on unit production and
positioning. Compared to Civilization, which incorporates broader empire management, Advance
Wars zeroes in on tactical battles with manageable unit counts and faster pacing.

These distinctions make Advance Wars particularly appealing for players seeking strategic depth
without overwhelming complexity, highlighting the importance of mastering its specific mechanics
outlined in this advance wars strategy guide.

The depth of Advance Wars lies in its elegant simplicity, rewarding players who invest time in
understanding key mechanics and adapting to evolving battlefield conditions. By integrating sound
unit management, terrain exploitation, economic control, and CO powers, players can develop robust
strategies that withstand varied challenges and opponents.
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  advance wars strategy guide: Advance Wars 1+2 Thora Breitenberg, 2023-05-02 Thank you
for reading this Advance Wars 1+2 Re-Boot Camp guide! I have worked hard to bring you the most
comprehensive guide on Advance Wars 1+2 Re-Boot Camp that exists, and that means the guide is
going to be written in a unique way. Advance Wars 1+2 Re-Boot Camp complete strategy guide and
walkthrough will lead you through every step of both Advance Wars and Advance Wars 2: Black Hole
Rising, including all of the modified and new features present in the Re-Boot Camp Game. This
includes the best ways to deploy your units, and tips to clear every mission with an S Rank!
  advance wars strategy guide: Star Wars Jedi: Survivor - Strategy Guide GamerGuides.com,
2023-09-18
  advance wars strategy guide: The Videogame Style Guide and Reference Manual Kyle
Orland, Dave Thomas, Scott Steinberg, 2007 Journalists, stop playing guessing games! Inside the
answers to your most pressing questions await: Videogame, one word or two? Xbox, XBox or X-box?
What defines a good game review? Fitting neatly between The AP Stylebook and Wired Style, The
Videogame Style Guide and Reference Manual is the ultimate resource for game journalists and the
first volume to definitively catalogue the breathtaking multibillion-dollar game industry from A to Z.
Includes official International Game Journalists Association rules for grammar, spelling, usage,
capitalization and abbreviations, plus proven tips and guidelines for producing polished, professional
prose about the world's most exciting entertainment biz. Exploring the field from yesterday's humble
origins to tomorrow's hottest trends, The Videogame Style Guide and Reference Manual contains all
the tools you need to realize a distinguished career in game journalism.
  advance wars strategy guide: Advance Wars Stephen Stratton, 2008 -Comprehensive
training chapter teaches the fine art of waging Advance Wars -Rating system revealed -Complete
unit stats and strategies: don't enter the fray without them -Battlefield maps that cut through the
fog, revealing all hidden enemy positions -Winning strategies for all 64 Campaign missions and
trials. Smash your foes with ease -Checklists for all 270 History medals Discover what it takes to
earn them all.
  advance wars strategy guide: Monster Hunter: World - Strategy Guide GamerGuides.com,
This guide features a full, beginning-to-end walkthrough written in an ideal chronological order of
events format. Main quests are interspersed with side quests in the order in which they unlock,
although some side quests and arena challenges may only be referenced instead of fully explained.
These are typically quests that have you facing a monster you've already fought under similar
circumstances that offer no unique reward for completion. For example, after completing most main
quests you won't be able to attempt that quest again, but you'll usually unlock an identical side quest
allowing you to hunt the same monster in the same area with the same success/failure conditions.
Monster strategies will be discussed in detail as you encounter them throughout the walkthrough,
featuring elemental and status information and drop lists. The guide also features a fully detailed
bestiary for those who just want information about specific monsters unaccompanied by a
walkthrough. Trophy/achievement information can also be found in a separate trophy/achievement
guide, although be warned: many trophies/achievements in Monster Hunter World are easier said
than done. Other features of this guide include: -- Information on crafting/harvesting. -- Side quests
that unlock mantles, ingredients and other useful features. -- Field Researcher quests including
where to catch rare fish, how to capture small monsters, and where to locate Grimalkynes/Gajalaka.
-- Grimalkyne/Gajalaka quests. -- How to upgrade the Ancient Tree/Harvest Box and how to unlock
various fertilizers. -- How the Elder Melder works, melding different items and decorations. -- Where
to find the Powertalon and Armortalon, and how to upgrade them into the Powercharm and
Armorcharm. -- Detailed information on how to unlock Tempered Monsters, the difference between
Threat Level 1, 2 and 3 Tempered Monsters. -- Information on Feystones, including drop rates, the
differences between the types (Mysterious, Gleaming, Worn and Warped). -- How to get Warrior's

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/advance-wars-strategy-guide.pdf


Streamstones and Hero's Streamstones.
  advance wars strategy guide: Advance Wars 1+2 Adam Henry, 2023-05-12 Advance Wars
and Advance Wars 2: Black Hole Rising were two historical tactical fighting games for the Game Boy
Advance because on one hand they showed you their friendly and sweet side with their sweet pixel
art graphics and on the other hand they mercilessly beat you up with their combat suite .
Meanwhile, you couldn't help but get hooked on their addictive game systems. Now, Advance Wars
1+2: Re-Boot Camp has debuted for Nintendo Switch as a neater title for those who don't want to
play the original from the 2000s, but are still looking for the series' iconic hard-hitting challenges.
We recommend anyone with experience in the strategy genre to leave the game on Classic difficulty,
and for newcomers to start with Casual. This may change during the campaign, the difference being
that Classic rewards more coins used to purchase items in Hachi's Shop. That said, be aware,
because no matter how much you brag about your strategizing skills, you're nothing more than a
cadet in front of the AI systems in this title. One false move and in many missions you will end up
defeated, so we have written this war guide full of tricks, tips and recommendations that you will
appreciate knowing before starting your campaigns, below them if they constitute to be too much of
a challenge, or if you're looking for Rank S. Let's begin. I wish I had been told these Advance Wars
tricks before I started playing.
  advance wars strategy guide: The U.S. Army War College Guide to National Security Issues ,
2010
  advance wars strategy guide: Advance Wars 1+2 Re-Boot Camp Zak Jenkins, 2023-04-28
COMPLETE GUIDE - ALL-NEW AND 100% COMPLETE Advance Wars 1+2 Re-Boot Camp is a
turn-based strategy game that combines content from both Advance Wars and Advance Wars 2:
Black Hole Rising and reimagines it in a new, modern package. Players take on the role of the
Orange Star Army's tactical advisor and are tasked with working through a range of missions
wherein they have to fight to defend their homeland. The gameplay is snappy and responsive, and
players have access to a wide variety of unit types, as well as a host of Commanding Officers to
assist them. Here are all the best tips and Strategies for Re-Boot Camp.
  advance wars strategy guide: Star Wars Knights of the Old Republic David S. J. Hodgson,
Zach Meston, 2003 Engage in a Golden Age Saga - Strategies for fighting and equipment usage -
Exclusive maps for every level, from Endar Spire to the climatic final battle - Strategies for each
character class - Details on every NPC and party member - Complete strategies for the card game
Pazaak - Comprehensive item, power-up, and weapon lists - Complete walkthrough from Padawan to
Jedi Master - Tips for resisting (or receiving) the dark side! - All puzzle solutions, minigames, and
side quests revealed
  advance wars strategy guide: A Practitioner's Guide to Data Governance Uma Gupta, San
Cannon, 2020-07-08 Data governance looks simple on paper, but in reality it is a complex issue
facing organizations. In this practical guide, data experts Uma Gupta and San Cannon look to
demystify data governance through pragmatic advice based on real-world experience and
cutting-edge academic research.
  advance wars strategy guide: The Post-9/11 Video Game Marc A. Ouellette, Jason C.
Thompson, 2017-03-22 This critical study of video games since 9/11 shows how a distinct genre
emerged following the terrorist attacks and their aftermath. Comparisons of pre and post-9/11 titles
of popular game franchises--Call of Duty, Battlefield, Medal of Honor, Grand Theft Auto and Syphon
Filter--reveal reshaped notions of identity, urban and suburban spaces and the citizen's role as both
a producer and consumer of culture: New York represents America; the mall embodies American
values; zombies symbolize foreign invasion. By revisiting a national trauma, these games offer a
therapeutic solution to the geopolitical upheaval of 9/11 and, along with film and television, help
redefine American identity and masculinity in a time of conflict.
  advance wars strategy guide: Wars of Revelation Rebecca Lissner, 2021-10-26 As American
foreign policy experts anticipate a new Cold War with China, there is no better time to reflect on the
evolution of the United States' grand strategy during its decades-long contest with Russia. Lissner



shows that military interventions in Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq were crucibles for American foreign
policy in the latter half of the 20th century, testing strategic axioms on the battlefield and
compelling adjustments to Washington's conception of its global role. In each case, these wars of
revelation provided searing insights into the capabilities and intentions of America's most dangerous
international adversaries - as well as the potential and limits of its own national power. By centering
her narrative of post-World War II American foreign relations on these pivotal episodes, Lissner
provides an historically rich and theoretically compelling narrative that will interest readers keen to
understand the past, present, and future of US grand strategy.
  advance wars strategy guide: Star Wars Galactic Battlegrounds Steve L. Kent, 2001
  advance wars strategy guide: The Oxford Guide to American Military History John Whiteclay
Chambers II., Fred Anderson, G. Kurt Piehler, 1999
  advance wars strategy guide: Strategic Logic and Political Rationality Bradford A. Lee,
Karl F. Walling, 2004-08-02 One of three volumes in honour of the teaching and scholarship of the
late Michael I. Handel, this book details the universal logic of strategy and the ability of
liberal-democratic governments to address this logic rationally. Treating war as an extension of
politics, the diverse contributors (drawn from the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia and
Israel) explore the difficulties in matching strategy to policy, especially in free societies.
  advance wars strategy guide: Modern Strategy Walter Haweis James, 1903
  advance wars strategy guide: Books In Print 2004-2005 Ed Bowker Staff, Staff Bowker, Ed,
2004
  advance wars strategy guide: Sainik Samachar , 1970
  advance wars strategy guide: The Netsize Guide 2009: Mobile Society & Me, when
worlds combine ,
  advance wars strategy guide: Cheating Mia Consalvo, 2009-08-21 A cultural history of digital
gameplay that investigates a wide range of player behavior, including cheating, and its relationship
to the game industry. The widely varying experiences of players of digital games challenge the
notions that there is only one correct way to play a game. Some players routinely use cheat codes,
consult strategy guides, or buy and sell in-game accounts, while others consider any or all of these
practices off limits. Meanwhile, the game industry works to constrain certain readings or activities
and promote certain ways of playing. In Cheating, Mia Consalvo investigates how players choose to
play games, and what happens when they can't always play the way they'd like. She explores a broad
range of player behavior, including cheating (alone and in groups), examines the varying ways that
players and industry define cheating, describes how the game industry itself has helped systematize
cheating, and studies online cheating in context in an online ethnography of Final Fantasy XI. She
develops the concept of gaming capital as a key way to understand individuals' interaction with
games, information about games, the game industry, and other players. Consalvo provides a cultural
history of cheating in videogames, looking at how the packaging and selling of such cheat-enablers
as cheat books, GameSharks, and mod chips created a cheat industry. She investigates how players
themselves define cheating and how their playing choices can be understood, with particular
attention to online cheating. Finally, she examines the growth of the peripheral game industries that
produce information about games rather than actual games. Digital games are spaces for play and
experimentation; the way we use and think about digital games, Consalvo argues, is crucially
important and reflects ethical choices in gameplay and elsewhere.
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