a family apart by joan lowery nixon

**Exploring "A Family Apart" by Joan Lowery Nixon: A Timeless Tale of Courage and Family**

a family apart by joan lowery nixon is a captivating historical novel that draws readers into the
turbulent times of the American Civil War through the eyes of a young protagonist. Known for her
skillful storytelling and richly detailed settings, Joan Lowery Nixon crafts a narrative that not only
entertains but also educates about the challenges families faced during one of the most divisive
periods in American history. This novel stands out as a poignant exploration of loyalty, survival, and
the bonds that hold a family together even when circumstances threaten to tear them apart.

Understanding the Plot and Themes of "A Family
Apart”

At its core, "A Family Apart" is about more than just the historical backdrop. It delves into the
emotional landscape of a family separated by the chaos of war, exploring themes of resilience,
identity, and the meaning of home. The story follows the journey of the main characters as they
navigate the dangers and uncertainties of a country in conflict. Through their experiences, readers
gain insight into the complexities of family ties stretched thin by external forces.

The Historical Context That Shapes the Story

To truly appreciate "A Family Apart by Joan Lowery Nixon," it helps to understand the historical setting
in which the story unfolds. The American Civil War was a time when loyalties were tested, and
families were often divided by differing political and social beliefs. Nixon uses this era not just as a
backdrop but as a catalyst that propels her characters into situations requiring bravery and sacrifice.
The author’s meticulous research is evident in the vivid descriptions of the time period—from the
clothing and customs to the social dynamics and conflicts.

Character Development and Emotional Depth

One of the strengths of "A Family Apart" is its well-drawn characters who resonate with readers of all
ages. The protagonist’s growth throughout the novel reflects the harsh realities faced by many young
people during wartime—forced to mature quickly and make difficult decisions. Joan Lowery Nixon
excels at portraying complex emotions, making the characters’ struggles and triumphs feel authentic.
This emotional depth enriches the narrative and invites readers to empathize with the family’s plight.

Joan Lowery Nixon’s Writing Style and Its Impact on



Readers

Joan Lowery Nixon’'s writing style in "A Family Apart" is engaging and accessible, making it a popular
choice for middle-grade and young adult readers. Her use of clear, descriptive language paints a vivid
picture without overwhelming the reader with historical jargon. This balance allows readers to
immerse themselves in the story while learning about history naturally.

The Role of Suspense and Pacing

Nixon is often praised for her ability to weave suspense into her narratives, and "A Family Apart" is no
exception. The pacing keeps readers hooked as the family faces escalating challenges, from
encounters with soldiers to the struggle for survival. This suspenseful approach not only makes the
novel thrilling but also emphasizes the unpredictability of life during wartime.

Incorporating Educational Elements Seamlessly

Many teachers and librarians recommend "A Family Apart" for its educational value. Without feeling
didactic, the novel introduces readers to important historical facts and themes, encouraging curiosity
about the Civil War era. This blend of storytelling and education is a hallmark of Nixon’s work, making
history accessible and engaging.

Why "A Family Apart by Joan Lowery Nixon" Remains
Relevant Today

Despite being set in the 19th century, the themes explored in "A Family Apart" continue to resonate
with modern readers. Issues of family separation, loyalty, and resilience are timeless, and the novel’s
focus on these universal experiences makes it relatable even now.

Lessons on Family and Loyalty

The novel highlights how families can endure even when physically apart, emphasizing emotional
bonds over proximity. This message is particularly poignant in today’s world, where many families
face separation due to various circumstances. Reading "A Family Apart" can inspire readers to
appreciate and nurture their own family connections.

Encouraging Empathy Through Historical Fiction

By stepping into the shoes of characters living through the Civil War, readers develop empathy for
people who lived in different times and under different conditions. This broadened perspective can
foster understanding and compassion, valuable traits in any era.



Tips for Teaching and Discussing "A Family Apart"

For educators and parents looking to use this novel as a teaching tool, there are several strategies to
enhance the learning experience:

e Contextual Research: Encourage students to research the Civil War to better understand the
setting.

e Character Analysis: Discuss the motivations and growth of the main characters to deepen
comprehension.

 Historical Comparisons: Compare events in the book with real historical events to connect
fiction with fact.

» Creative Projects: Assign creative writing or art projects inspired by the story to engage
different learning styles.

e Discussion Questions: Use open-ended questions to promote critical thinking about themes
such as loyalty, courage, and family.

Integrating Technology and Multimedia

Incorporating videos, documentaries, or virtual tours related to the Civil War can enrich the reading
experience. These resources provide visual and auditory context, helping readers visualize the world
Nixon describes.

Exploring Joan Lowery Nixon’s Legacy Through This
Novel

Joan Lowery Nixon left a significant mark on historical fiction for young readers, and "A Family Apart"
is a shining example of her talent. Her ability to blend suspense, history, and heartfelt storytelling has
made her books enduring favorites.

Why This Book Stands Out Among Historical Novels

Unlike many historical novels that focus heavily on battle scenes or political intrigue, "A Family Apart"
centers on the personal impact of war. This focus on the human side of history makes the novel stand
out and provides a more intimate understanding of the era.



Encouraging Young Readers to Explore History

Nixon’s approachable writing style and relatable characters make history inviting rather than
intimidating. Readers often find themselves motivated to learn more about the Civil War and other
historical periods after reading her novels.

Through "A Family Apart by Joan Lowery Nixon," readers embark on a journey that combines historical
insight with emotional storytelling. The novel’s nuanced portrayal of family dynamics set against the
backdrop of war offers both entertainment and education, making it a valuable read for anyone
interested in history, family stories, or compelling fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Family Apart' by Joan Lowery
Nixon?

‘A Family Apart' explores themes of family, identity, and perseverance as the main characters
navigate challenges during the California Gold Rush era.

Who are the central characters in 'A Family Apart'?

The central characters are siblings Matt and Emmie, who face separation and struggle to reunite their
family amidst difficult circumstances.

How does Joan Lowery Nixon depict the historical setting in 'A
Family Apart'?

Joan Lowery Nixon vividly portrays the California Gold Rush period, incorporating historical details and
the social environment of the 1850s to enhance the story's authenticity.

What challenges do Matt and Emmie face in ‘A Family Apart'?

Matt and Emmie confront separation from their family, harsh living conditions, and the struggle to
survive and stay together during a turbulent time.

Why is 'A Family Apart' considered a good historical fiction
book for young readers?

‘A Family Apart' combines engaging storytelling with accurate historical context, making it both
educational and accessible for young readers interested in history.

What lessons can readers learn from ‘A Family Apart'?

Readers can learn about resilience, the importance of family bonds, and the impact of historical
events on individuals' lives through the experiences of the characters.



Additional Resources
A Family Apart by Joan Lowery Nixon: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

a family apart by joan lowery nixon stands as a compelling work in the realm of young adult
historical fiction. Known for her ability to weave suspenseful narratives grounded in significant
historical contexts, Nixon delivers a story that is both emotionally resonant and intellectually
engaging. This novel offers readers an exploration of family dynamics set against the backdrop of the
American Civil War, highlighting themes of loyalty, identity, and the trials of separation.

Exploring the Narrative: Plot and Historical Context

At its core, a family apart by joan lowery nixon tells the story of a family fractured by the tumultuous
events of the Civil War era. Nixon’s portrayal of the protagonists’ struggles is deeply rooted in the
historical realities of the 1860s, providing a vivid setting that enriches the narrative. The story follows
a young protagonist caught between conflicting loyalties, reflecting the broader national divide of the
time.

The novel’s plot intricately examines how war can sever familial bonds, forcing individuals to navigate
new social and political landscapes. Nixon’s attention to historical detail—ranging from period-
accurate dialogue to the depiction of life during wartime—enhances the authenticity of the reading
experience. Such meticulous research ensures that readers not only engage with the characters but
also gain insight into the era’s complexities.

Character Development and Emotional Depth

One of the most striking features of a family apart by joan lowery nixon is its nuanced character
development. The protagonists are portrayed with a depth that transcends typical young adult fiction,
making their internal conflicts both believable and relatable. Nixon skillfully captures the
psychological toll of separation and the longing for reunification, themes that resonate universally.

The characters’ evolving relationships serve as a microcosm for the larger societal upheaval. Readers
witness personal growth as the family members confront their fears, prejudices, and hopes. This
emotional layering adds a compelling dimension to the story, inviting readers to empathize with the
characters’ plight.

Thematic Elements and Literary Significance

Beyond its narrative appeal, a family apart by joan lowery nixon engages with several important
themes that merit closer examination. The novel delves into the concept of identity, both personal
and collective, as characters grapple with their roles within a divided nation. The tension between
duty to family and allegiance to one’s beliefs creates a rich thematic tapestry.

Another central theme is resilience. Nixon illustrates how individuals and families endure hardship,
adapt to changing circumstances, and strive to maintain connections despite physical and ideological



distances. This emphasis on perseverance aligns with the broader tradition of historical fiction that
seeks to humanize the past.

Use of Historical Fiction to Educate and Engage

Joan Lowery Nixon's work is often praised for its educational value, and a family apart is no exception.
The novel serves as an accessible entry point for younger readers to understand the complexities of
the Civil War. By embedding factual information within a relatable story, Nixon effectively bridges the
gap between history and fiction.

This approach not only entertains but also informs, making the novel a valuable resource for
educators and parents aiming to introduce historical topics in an engaging manner. The balance
between drama and accuracy exemplifies how historical fiction can cultivate empathy and critical
thinking in readers.

Comparative Analysis with Other Works by Joan Lowery
Nixon

When placed alongside other novels by Joan Lowery Nixon, a family apart exhibits many of the
author’s hallmark qualities: suspense, historical insight, and strong character arcs. However, this
novel stands out for its intimate portrayal of family dynamics during wartime, a theme less
emphasized in some of her other works.

In comparison to Nixon’s mystery-driven titles, a family apart leans more heavily on emotional and

historical exploration. This shift in focus broadens the appeal of the novel, attracting readers
interested in both historical narratives and compelling human stories.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: Engaging historical setting, rich character development, educational value, and
emotional resonance.

e Limitations: Some readers may find the pacing slower compared to Nixon’s mystery novels;
the historical context might require supplemental background for younger audiences unfamiliar
with the Civil War.

Reception and Impact in Young Adult Literature

A family apart by joan lowery nixon has been well-received within young adult literary circles for its



thoughtful treatment of difficult themes. Critics often commend the novel for its ability to portray the
Civil War era without romanticizing the conflict, instead offering a realistic depiction of its impact on
everyday lives.

The novel’s inclusion in school reading lists and historical fiction collections underscores its relevance
and utility as a teaching tool. Furthermore, it contributes to ongoing discussions about how historical
fiction can shape young readers’ understanding of complex social and political issues.

SEO-Relevant Keywords and Their Integration

Throughout this analysis, terms such as “young adult historical fiction,” “Civil War era novel,” “Joan
Lowery Nixon books,” “family separation in literature,” and “historical fiction for teens” have been
naturally integrated. These keywords align with common search queries related to a family apart by
joan lowery nixon, enhancing the article’s visibility for readers seeking comprehensive information on
the novel and its thematic significance.

The use of these related terms ensures that the content remains relevant and accessible to a broad
audience, from educators and parents to young adult readers and literary scholars.

In summary, a family apart by joan lowery nixon emerges as a significant contribution to historical
fiction for young adults, blending meticulous research with compelling storytelling. Its exploration of
family, identity, and resilience during one of America’s most turbulent periods continues to resonate,
offering readers both an educational experience and an emotional journey.

A Family Apart By Joan Lowery Nixon

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: A Family Apart Joan Lowery Nixon, 2013-11-27 FOR
LOVERS OF HISTORICAL ADVENTURE, A FAMILY APART IS THE MIDDLE-GRADE ANSWER TO
CHRISTINA BAKER KLINE'S NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING ORPHAN TRAIN. Imagine being
taken from your home. Imagine your mother is the one who lets it happen. This is the fate that
befalls the Kelly children. It’s 1856, and their widowed mother has sent them west from New York
City because she’s convinced that she can’t give them the life they deserve. The Kellys board an
“orphan train” and are taken to St. Joseph, Missouri, where their problems only grow worse. It was
bad enough that they had to say goodbye to their mother, but now they're forced to part ways with
their fellow siblings as well. Thirteen-year-old Frances won’t stand for it. She’s going to protect her
brothers and sisters, even if it means dressing up like a boy and putting herself in danger. Will
Frances be able to save her siblings? And what about her mom—was splitting up their family really
her greatest act of love? Ride the rails with Frances and her siblings to find out! “This is as close to a
perfect book as you'll buy this year.” -VOYA

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: A Family Apart Joan Lowery Nixon, 2006-07-11 The Case
of the Gypsy Good-bye

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: A Family Apart [by] Joan Lowery Nixon Jacqui Byrne,
1997 Reproducible study guide and student activities to be used in conjunction with reading A family
apart by Joan Lowery Nixon.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Teacher's Guides for A Family Apart, by Joan
Lowery Nixon , 1990


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-199/a-family-apart-by-joan-lowery-nixon.pdf

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: U.S. History Through Children's Literature Wanda
Miller, 1997-03-15 Allow students to step back in time to experience the thoughts, feelings,
dilemmas, and actions of people from history. For each history topic, Miller suggests two titles-one
for use with the entire class and one for use with small reading groups. Summaries of the books,
author information, activities, and topics for discussion are supplemented with vocabulary lists and
ideas for research topics and further reading. This integrated approach makes history meaningful to
students and helps them retain historical details and facts.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: 300 Junior Novel Anticipation Guides Nancy J. Polette,
2006-05-30 The author has created reproducible anticipation guides to 300 popular junior novels
ranging from classics like Ben and Me and Cricket in Times Square to the award winner, Kira, Kira.
The book consists of 300 reproducible sets of open ended values questions to pique the interest of
readers. Librarians and teachers will use these anticipation guides to spark interest in reading or as
comprehension starters, tapping into prior knowledge and starting the process of understanding.
The guides are also valuable for closure and comparative discussions with literature circles. In
contrast to the low level knowledge recall questions used by some electronic reading programs,
these questions are higher order thinking questions that will encourage critical and divergent
thinking. Grades 4-8.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Families in Children's Literature Nancy LE Cecil,
Patricia Roberts, 1998-02-15 Using quality children's literature that presents families positively and
promotes appreciation of family diversity, this book offers you a unique way to help students
understand the common complexities of today's families. Books are grouped into four major
categories-diverse family groups, family heritage and tradition, relationships within families, and
family conflicts. Within these areas books are chosen for specific topics, ranging from Death in the
Family to Homelessness. For each title there are questions for reflection and discussion and a target
activity that reinforces the concepts presented in the book.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Helping Those Experiencing Loss Robert J. Grover
Professor Emeritus, Susan G. Fowler, 2011-07-13 This book provides a guide for grieving youth and
adults as well as extensive descriptive lists of recommended professional literature resources. Grief
caused by loss is both a very common human experience and a highly individualized one. For
example, children experience a number of losses that are unique to their young age—such as sibling
and parent death, adoption, or divorce—and should be given special consideration by professionals
and parents helping them in these situations. For gay, lesbian, or cohabiting heterosexual couples
that suffer the loss of a partner, societal standards often deny the survivors in these relationships
the right to grieve. Helping Those Experiencing Loss: A Guide to Grieving Resources is a book like
no other, supplying compassionate information for navigating the emotional distress that every man
and woman will experience in their lifetime, as well as a comprehensive guide to the literature of
bereavement and grieving. It explains the grieving process, interpreting the results of research on
the topic in plain language and addressing specific groups: children, young adults, parents who have
lost a child, adults who have lost spouses, and the aging population.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Recreating the Past Lynda G. Adamson, 1994-06-30
Spanning grades 1-10+, this annotated bibliography of 970 recommended American and world titles
published through early 1994 includes adult titles suitable for young readers; at least 200 of the
titles are award winners. In support of interdisciplinary English and social studies curricula,
librarians and teachers can easily assemble a basic list of books on a geographical place and time
period. Geographical sections are divided into historical time periods within which entries are
organized alphabetically by author. Each entry contains both reading and interest grade levels, a
short incisive annotation about the historical event, setting, plot, protagonist and theme, current
publication availability, and awards won. Seven reference appendices allow for easy searching.
These helpful appendices and an authors, a titles, and an illustrators index help to make this volume
a critical professional tool.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: The 100 Most Popular Young Adult Authors Bernard A.



Drew, 1997-10-15 The book focuses on individuals writing in the '90s, but also includes 12 classic
authors (e.g., Mark Twain, Louisa May Alcott, J.R.R. Tolkien) who are still widely read by teens. It
also covers some authors known primarily for adult literature (e.g., Stephen King) and some who
write mainly for middle readers but are also popular among young adults (e.g., Betsy Byars). An
affordable alternative to multivolume publications, this book makes a great collection development
tool and resource for author studies. It will also help readers find other books by and about their
favorite writers.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Ireland and the Americas Philip Coleman, James
Byrne, Jason King, 2008-02-01 This work is a distinctive, multidisciplinary encyclopedia covering the
cultural, political, economic, musical, and literary impact that Ireland and the nations of the
Americas have had on one another since the time of Brendan the Navigator. Ireland and the
Americas: Culture, Politics, and History aims to broaden the traditional notion of 'Irish-American'
beyond Boston, New York, and Chicago. In additional to full coverage of Irish culture in those
settings, it reveals the pervasive Irish influence in everything from the settling of the American
West, to the spread of Christianity throughout the hemisphere, to Irish involvement in revolutionary
movements from the American colonies to Mexico to South America. In addition, the encyclopedia
shows the profound impact of Irish Americans on their homeland, in everything from art and
literature informed by the emigrant experience, to efforts by Irish Americans to influence Irish
politics. Ranging from colonial times to the present, and informed by the surge of academic interest
in the past 30 years, Ireland and the Americas is the definitive resource on the profound ties that
bind the cultures of Ireland, the United States, Canada, and Latin America.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Bibliotherapy John T. Pardeck, Jean A. Pardeck,
2021-12-23 First Published in 1993 Bibliotherapy provides literature for mental health professionals
which can be used with a clinical approach in helping children with problems. For those not familiar
with bibliotherapy, it provides an extensive introduction to the field including reviews of its
effectiveness, value and limitations, as well as examples of practical application. Chapters include an
overview of bibliotherapy, clinical application, changing role models, blended family, separation and
divorce, child abuse, foster care, adoption, and childhood fears. Over 350 children’s books are listed,
each briefly annotated, from which the clinician can select suitable material for therapeutic
intervention. This book is an essential read for scholars, researchers, and practitioners of clinical
psychology, psychology in general.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: The Read-Aloud Handbook Jim Trelease, 2006-07-25 A
New York Times and million copy bestseller, the classic handbook on reading aloud to
children—revised and updated Recommended by “Dear Abby”, The New York Times and The
Washington Post, for three decades, millions of parents and educators have turned to Jim Trelease's
beloved classic to help countless children become avid readers through awakening their
imaginations and improving their language skills. Now this new edition of The Read-Aloud Handbook
imparts the benefits, rewards, and importance of reading aloud to children of a new generation.
Supported by delightful anecdotes as well as the latest research, The Read-Aloud Handbook offers
proven techniques and strategies—and the reasoning behind them—for helping children discover the
pleasures of reading and setting them on the road to becoming lifelong readers.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Lucy's Wish Joan Lowery Nixon, 2013-11-27 Ten-year-old
Lucy Griggs's mother has just died, leaving Lucy orphaned and living on the streets of 1866 New
York City. Then Lucy hears about the Children's Aid Society, a group that sends orphans out West to
new homes. Lucy knows she'll never replace her mum, but maybe now she'll find a family--and even
a little sister--to love. But the family that takes her in is far from ideal. Mr. Snapes seems kind, but
Mrs. Snapes is a bitter, angry woman. And Emma isn't the sister Lucy has dreamed of. Emma is a
girl who people call simple. Can Lucy learn to love this less-than-perfect family?

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Honey for a Child's Heart Updated and Expanded
Gladys Hunt, 2021-11-02 A modern classic with over 250,000 copies sold, Honey for a Child's Heart
is a compelling, essential guide for parents who want to find the best books for their children ages




0-12. This updated and expanded edition includes a new preface, an updated list of recommended
reads for each age group, and audiobook suggestions. A good book is a gateway into a wider world
of wonder, beauty, delight, and adventure. But children don't stumble onto the best books by
themselves. They need a parent's help. Author Gladys Hunt, along with her son, Mark, discusses
everything from how to choose good books for your children to encouraging them to be avid readers.
[llustrated with drawings from dozens of children's favorites, Honey for a Child's Heart Updated and
Expanded includes completely updated book lists geared to your child's age and filled with nearly
one thousand longtime favorites, classics, wonderful new books, and audiobooks that will enrich
your child's life. It will also show you how to: Understand the importance of being a read-aloud
family, enjoying books together by reading aloud Give your children a large view of the world, of
truth, and of goodness Encourage each child's imagination and good use of language Find the best
books for your children Thousands of parents have used this guide to furnish their children's inner
spirit with the wonder and delight of good reading. Updated and expanded to keep pace with the
ever-changing world of children's literature, it is sure to enrich the cultural and spiritual life of your
home.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Home Learning Year by Year, Revised and Updated
Rebecca Rupp, 2020-01-21 A comprehensive guide to designing homeschool curriculum, from one of
the country’s foremost homeschooling experts—now revised and updated! Homeschooling can be a
tremendous gift to your children—a personalized educational experience tailored to each kid’s
interests, abilities, and learning styles. But what to teach, and when, and how? Especially for
first-time homeschoolers, the prospect of tackling an annual curriculum can be daunting. In Home
Learning Year by Year, Rebecca Rupp presents comprehensive plans from preschool through high
school, covering integral subjects for each grade, with lists of topics commonly presented at each
level, recommended resource and reading lists, and suggestions for creative alternative options and
approaches. Included, along with all the educational basics, are techniques and resources for
teaching everything from philosophy to engineering, as well as suggestions for dealing with such
sensitive topics as sex education. Now revised throughout with all-new updates featuring the most
effective and up-to-date methods and reading guides to homeschool your child at all ages, Home
Learning Year by Year continues to be the definitive book for the homeschooling parent.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Elementary and Middle School Social Studies Pamela ]J.
Farris, 2024-01-11 The eighth edition continues to be an invaluable resource for creative strategies
and proven techniques to teach social studies. Pamela Farris's popular, reasonably priced book aids
classroom teachers in inspiring students to be engaged learners and to build on their prior
knowledge. The book is comprehensive and easy to understand—providing instruction sensitive to
the needs of all elementary and middle school learners. ¢ Creative concepts for teaching diverse
learners ¢ Strategies for incorporating the C3 Framework to enrich K-8 curriculum ¢ Integration of
inquiry skills with literacy and language arts skills « Multifaceted, meaningful activities emphasize
problem-solving, decision making, and critical thinking ¢ Myriad ideas for incorporating primary
sources as well as technology ¢ Annotated lists of children’s literature at the end of each chapter ¢
Multicultural focus throughout the broad coverage of history, geography, civics, and economics ¢
NCSS Standards-Linked Lesson Plans; C3 Framework Plans, and Interdisciplinary/Thematic Units
Social studies explores the variety and complexity of human experience. The book emphasizes the
value of social studies in preparing students to become valuable community members and to
participate respectfully in a diverse society.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Updating the Literary West , 1997 Western writers, says
Thomas J. Lyon in his epilogue to Updating the Literary West, have grown up with the frontier myth
but now find themselves in the early stages of creating a new western myth. The editors of the
Literary History of the American West (TCU Press, 1987) hoped that the first volume would begin,
not conclude, their exploration of the West's literary heritage. Out of this hope comes Updating the
Literary West, a comprehensive reference anthology including essays by over one hundred scholars.
A selected bibliography is included with each piece. In the ten years since publication of LHAW,




western writing has developed a significantly larger presence in the national literary stream. A
variety of cultural viewpoints have developed, along with new tactics for literary study. New authors
have risen to prominence, and the range of subjects has changed and widened. Updating the
Literary West looks at topics ranging from western classics to cowboys and Cadillacs and considers
children's literature, ethnicity, environmental writing, gender issues and other topics in which
change has been rapid since publication of LHAW. This volume again affirms the West's literary
legitimacy--status hard earned by the Western Literary Association--and the lasting place of popular
western writing as part of the growing and changing literary--and American--experience. An
excellent reference for a wide range of readers and an invaluable resource for scholars and libraries.
Selected list of contributors: James Maguire Fred Erisman Susan J. Rosowski Gerald Haslam Tom
Pilkington A. Carl Bredahl Richard Slotkin John G. Cawelti Robert F. Gish Ann Ronald Mick
McAllister

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Children's Literature in Action Sylvia M. Vardell,
2019-06-14 This practitioner-oriented introduction to literature for children ages 5-12 covers the
latest trends, titles, and tools for choosing the best books and materials as well as for planning fun
and effective programs and activities. The third edition of Children's Literature in Action provides an
activity-oriented survey of children's literature for undergraduate and graduate students seeking
licensure and degrees that will lead to careers working with children in schools and public libraries.
Author Sylvia M. Vardell draws on her 30 years of university teaching and extensive familiarity with
the major textbooks in the area of children's literature to deliver something different: a book that
focuses specifically on the perspective and needs of the librarian, with emphasis on practical action
and library applications. Its contents address seven major genres: picture books, traditional tales,
poetry, contemporary realistic fiction, historical fiction, fantasy, and informational books. Each
chapter includes practical applications for the educator who shares books with children and who
develops literature-based instruction. Chapters are enriched by author comments, collaborative
activities, featured books, special topics, and activities including selected awards and celebrations,
historical connections, recommended resources, issues for discussion, and assignment suggestions.
This new edition incorporates the 2018 AASL National School Library Standards.

a family apart by joan lowery nixon: Literature Connections to American History K6 Lynda G.
Adamson, 1997-09-15 Identifying thousands of historical fiction novels, biographies, history trade
books, CD-ROMs, and videotapes, this book helps you locate resources on American history for
students. Each book presents information in two sections. In the first part, titles are listed according
to grade levels within eras and further organized according to product type. The books cover
American history from North America Before 1600 and The American Colonies, 1600-1774 to The
Mid-Twentieth Century, 1946-1975 and Since 1975. The second section has annotated bibliographies
that describe each title and includes publication information and awards won. The focus is on books
published since 1990, and all have received at least one favorable review. Some books with more
illustration than text will be valuable for enticing slow or reticent readers. An index helps users find
resources by author, title, or biographical subject.
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