
what language does africa speak
What Language Does Africa Speak? Exploring the Continent’s Linguistic Diversity

what language does africa speak is a question that might seem straightforward at first glance, but
the answer is as rich and diverse as the continent itself. Africa is home to an astonishing variety of
languages, making it one of the most linguistically complex regions in the world. From ancient
indigenous tongues spoken by small communities to widely used colonial languages that serve as
official mediums in many countries, the linguistic landscape of Africa reflects its deep history, cultural
richness, and social dynamics.

Understanding the languages spoken across Africa provides fascinating insights into its cultures,
histories, and the interactions that have shaped the continent for millennia. Let’s dive into this vibrant
mosaic and uncover what language Africa speaks in its many forms.

The Vast Linguistic Landscape of Africa

Africa is often called the “cradle of humanity,” and its languages echo centuries of migration, trade,
conquest, and cultural exchange. It is estimated that there are between 1,250 and 2,100 distinct
languages spoken across Africa, with some linguists suggesting the number could be over 3,000. This
staggering variety means there is no single language that defines Africa; instead, the continent is a
tapestry woven from multiple linguistic threads.

Major Language Families in Africa

To get a clearer picture of what language Africa speaks, it helps to look at the main language families
that dominate the continent:

Niger-Congo Languages: This is the largest language family in Africa, encompassing over
1,500 languages. It includes widely spoken tongues such as Swahili, Yoruba, Igbo, and Zulu.
These languages are found predominantly in West, Central, and Southern Africa.

Afroasiatic Languages: Spoken mainly in North Africa and parts of the Horn of Africa, this
family includes Arabic, Amharic, Somali, and Hausa. Arabic, in particular, has a profound
influence due to historical trade routes and Islamic culture.

Nilo-Saharan Languages: Covering parts of Eastern and Central Africa, languages like Luo
and Maasai belong to this family. Though less well-known globally, these languages are vital to
the communities that speak them.

Khoe-Kwadi Languages: Spoken mainly by indigenous groups in Southern Africa, including
the famous Khoisan languages known for their click consonants.



What Language Does Africa Speak: The Role of
Indigenous Languages

Indigenous African languages are at the heart of the continent’s linguistic identity. Despite the spread
of colonial languages, many Africans continue to speak their native languages at home, in
communities, and in cultural ceremonies.

Swahili: The Lingua Franca of East Africa

Swahili is one of the most widely spoken indigenous languages in Africa, serving as a lingua franca in
East Africa. It is spoken by over 100 million people across countries like Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda,
and parts of Mozambique and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Swahili’s origins lie in the coastal
trading towns where African Bantu languages mixed with Arabic, Persian, and Portuguese influences.

What makes Swahili particularly interesting is its role as a unifying language in a region with hundreds
of different ethnic groups and languages. For many East Africans, Swahili is the language of
education, media, and everyday communication.

Other Prominent Indigenous Languages

While Swahili stands out, other indigenous languages have millions of speakers and deep cultural
significance:

Yoruba: Predominantly spoken in Nigeria and parts of Benin and Togo, Yoruba boasts a rich
literary and oral tradition.

Amharic: The official language of Ethiopia, Amharic is used in government, education, and
media.

Hausa: Widely spoken in West Africa, especially in Niger and Nigeria, Hausa is another
important trade language with millions of speakers.

Zulu: One of South Africa’s 11 official languages, Zulu has a large speaker base and is featured
in popular culture and media.

The Impact of Colonial Languages on Africa’s Linguistic
Scene

When considering what language Africa speaks today, it’s impossible to overlook the influence of
colonial languages. European powers such as Britain, France, Portugal, Belgium, and Germany left



behind languages that have since become official or national languages in many African countries.

English: A Pan-African Official Language

English is the most widespread colonial language in Africa, serving as an official language in over 20
countries including Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, Ghana, and Uganda. It is often the language of
government, education, business, and international communication. English’s continued prominence
is largely due to globalization and its role in technology and commerce.

French: The Lingua Franca of Francophone Africa

French is another dominant colonial language spoken in many West and Central African countries
such as Senegal, Ivory Coast, Cameroon, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. It functions as a
unifying language across diverse ethnic groups and is used extensively in administration, media, and
education.

Portuguese, Spanish, and Arabic

Portuguese remains the official language in countries like Angola, Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau,
reflecting Portugal’s colonial history in Africa. Spanish is spoken in Equatorial Guinea, one of the few
African countries with it as an official language. Arabic, while indigenous to North Africa, also plays a
major role due to cultural and religious ties across the northern and eastern regions.

Multilingualism in Africa: A Common Reality

One fascinating aspect when exploring what language Africa speaks is the continent’s multilingual
nature. It is common for individuals to speak multiple languages fluently—often a local indigenous
language, a regional lingua franca such as Swahili or Hausa, and a colonial language like English or
French.

How Multilingualism Shapes Daily Life

In marketplaces, schools, and urban centers, code-switching between languages is a daily norm. This
linguistic flexibility fosters communication across diverse groups and reflects the adaptability of
African societies. Multilingualism also plays a vital role in preserving indigenous languages while
engaging with global cultures.

Challenges and Opportunities



While multilingualism is enriching, it also presents challenges, especially in education and
governance. Balancing the use of indigenous languages with official languages is a complex task for
many African nations. Efforts to promote mother tongue education are gaining momentum, as
research shows children learn best in their native languages during early schooling.

At the same time, the widespread use of colonial languages facilitates international trade, diplomacy,
and access to global knowledge, creating a delicate but important balance.

The Future of Languages in Africa

Africa’s linguistic landscape continues to evolve. Urbanization, migration, and digital technology
impact which languages thrive and which face decline. Many indigenous languages are endangered
due to shifting demographics and the dominance of global languages.

However, there is also renewed interest in preserving and revitalizing African languages.
Governments, cultural organizations, and tech innovators are working to document languages,
develop digital content, and foster pride in linguistic heritage.

The question of what language Africa speaks thus remains dynamic. It is a story of diversity,
resilience, and constant change—one that mirrors the vibrant spirit of the continent itself.

---

Exploring what language Africa speaks opens a window into the continent’s incredible diversity and
complexity. From indigenous languages that carry centuries of tradition to colonial languages that
connect Africa to the wider world, the linguistic tapestry of Africa is truly remarkable. Whether
through the rhythmic sounds of Swahili or the global reach of English, Africa’s languages continue to
shape identities, bridge communities, and enrich the human story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most widely spoken language in Africa?
Swahili is one of the most widely spoken languages in Africa, especially in East Africa, serving as a
lingua franca in countries like Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda.

How many languages are spoken across Africa?
Africa is home to over 2,000 distinct languages, making it one of the most linguistically diverse
continents in the world.

Is there a single official language for the entire African
continent?
No, there is no single official language for the entire African continent; instead, African countries have



their own official languages, often including indigenous languages as well as colonial languages like
English, French, and Arabic.

Which colonial languages are commonly spoken in Africa?
Colonial languages commonly spoken in Africa include English, French, Portuguese, and Arabic, which
serve as official or administrative languages in many African countries.

Are indigenous African languages still widely used today?
Yes, indigenous African languages are still widely used in daily life, cultural practices, and local
communication, despite the presence of colonial languages in official settings.

What role does Arabic play as a language in Africa?
Arabic is a major language in North Africa and parts of the Horn of Africa, used as an official language
in countries like Egypt, Sudan, Algeria, and Morocco, and also holds religious significance for many
Africans.

Additional Resources
What Language Does Africa Speak? An In-Depth Exploration of the Continent’s Linguistic Diversity

what language does africa speak is a question that often arises from those unfamiliar with the
continent’s rich and complex linguistic landscape. Africa is not a monolithic entity when it comes to
language; instead, it is home to an astonishing variety of tongues that reflect its diverse cultures,
histories, and societies. Understanding the languages spoken throughout Africa requires an
exploration beyond simple binaries or singular answers, revealing a multifaceted linguistic mosaic
that defies easy categorization.

The Vast Linguistic Landscape of Africa

Africa is the second-largest continent in the world, both in terms of landmass and population. It is
home to more than 1.4 billion people spread across 54 recognized countries. What language does
Africa speak, therefore, cannot be answered with a single name or phrase. Instead, the continent
boasts over 2,000 distinct languages, belonging to several major language families that have evolved
over millennia.

Major Language Families in Africa

The languages spoken in Africa are broadly classified into four major language families:

Niger-Congo: This is the largest language family in terms of number of languages and
geographic spread. It covers much of Sub-Saharan Africa, including languages such as Swahili,



Yoruba, Igbo, and Zulu.

Afroasiatic: Predominantly spoken in North Africa and parts of the Horn of Africa, this family
includes languages like Arabic, Amharic, Somali, and Hausa.

Nilo-Saharan: Found mainly in the central and eastern regions of Africa, this family includes
languages spoken in parts of Sudan, Chad, and Kenya.

Khoe-Kwadi and others: These smaller families include the Khoisan languages known for
their distinctive click sounds, mainly spoken in Southern Africa.

This classification highlights how Africa’s linguistic profile is shaped by geography, history, and
migration patterns.

Colonial Legacy and Official Languages

When people ask what language does Africa speak, they often refer to official or widely used
languages rather than indigenous tongues. This is largely due to the continent’s colonial history,
which imposed European languages as administrative and educational tools across different regions.

European Languages as Lingua Francas

Several European languages have become official languages in African countries, serving as lingua
francas to bridge the continent’s linguistic diversity. These include:

English: Widely spoken in countries such as Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, and Ghana, English
serves as an official language and medium of instruction in many former British colonies.

French: Used extensively in West and Central Africa, French remains the official language in
countries like Senegal, Ivory Coast, and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Portuguese: Spoken officially in Mozambique, Angola, and Guinea-Bissau, Portuguese reflects
the colonial influence of Portugal.

Spanish: Although less widespread, Spanish is the official language of Equatorial Guinea, one
of Africa’s few Spanish-speaking countries.

These languages often coexist with indigenous languages, creating multilingual societies where code-
switching is common.



Pros and Cons of Colonial Languages in Africa

The prominence of European languages in Africa has several implications:

Pros: They provide a neutral medium for communication in ethnically diverse countries,
facilitate international business and diplomacy, and enable access to global education and
technology.

Cons: They can overshadow indigenous languages, leading to language shift and potential loss
of cultural identity. Additionally, reliance on colonial languages may create barriers for those
not fluent in them, impacting education and social inclusion.

This duality underscores the ongoing debate about language policy and identity in African nations.

Indigenous Languages and Their Role Today

While colonial languages dominate official spheres, indigenous languages remain central to daily life,
cultural expression, and community identity across Africa.

Examples of Widely Spoken Indigenous Languages

Some indigenous African languages have tens of millions of speakers and significant regional
influence:

Swahili: Spoken by over 100 million people, Swahili serves as a lingua franca in East Africa,
including Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, and parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Hausa: A major language in West Africa, Hausa connects millions in Nigeria, Niger, and
neighboring countries.

Yoruba and Igbo: Both are prominent Nigerian languages with large speaker bases and rich
literary traditions.

Amharic: The official language of Ethiopia, used by millions and with a long written history.

Zulu and Xhosa: Important languages in South Africa, with significant cultural and political
relevance.

These languages contribute to the continent’s cultural vibrancy and are increasingly supported by
media, education, and technology.



Challenges Facing Indigenous Languages

Despite their importance, many indigenous languages face challenges such as:

Endangerment and Extinction: Hundreds of African languages are at risk due to
urbanization, globalization, and language shift towards official or colonial languages.

Limited Institutional Support: In many countries, indigenous languages lack formal
recognition in education and governance.

Standardization Difficulties: Diverse dialects and oral traditions make it challenging to
develop standardized written forms.

Efforts by governments, NGOs, and communities aim to revitalize these languages through education
programs, media broadcasts, and cultural initiatives.

The Role of Multilingualism and Language Policy

Africa’s linguistic situation is characterized by widespread multilingualism. Many Africans speak
multiple languages, switching between indigenous, regional, and colonial languages depending on
context.

Language Policies Across African Nations

Language policies vary greatly across the continent:

Monolingual Official Policies: Some countries designate a single official language, often a
colonial language, for administration and education.

Multilingual Recognition: Others recognize multiple official languages, combining colonial
and indigenous tongues, as seen in South Africa’s 11 official languages.

Regional Language Promotion: Certain nations promote indigenous languages regionally to
strengthen cultural identity and local governance.

These policies reflect attempts to balance practical communication needs with cultural preservation.



The Future of African Languages

As Africa’s population grows and urbanizes, the linguistic landscape continues to evolve. Digital
technology offers new platforms for language preservation and innovation. Mobile apps, social media,
and online education are increasingly incorporating African languages, broadening access and
visibility.

Moreover, pan-African initiatives promote the teaching and use of indigenous languages alongside
international ones, fostering pride and resilience in Africa’s linguistic heritage.

The inquiry into what language does Africa speak ultimately reveals a continent rich in linguistic
diversity, shaped by history, culture, and modern challenges. Rather than a single language, Africa’s
voice is a chorus of thousands of tongues—each carrying stories, identities, and futures in their
unique expressions.

What Language Does Africa Speak

  what language does africa speak: Languages in Africa Elizabeth C. Zsiga, One Tlale Boyer,
Ruth Kramer, 2015-03-03 People in many African communities live within a series of concentric
circles when it comes to language. In a small group, a speaker uses an often unwritten and
endangered mother tongue that is rarely used in school. A national indigenous language—written,
widespread, sometimes used in school—surrounds it. An international language like French or
English, a vestige of colonialism, carries prestige, is used in higher education, and promises
mobility—and yet it will not be well known by its users. The essays in Languages in Africa explore
the layers of African multilingualism as they affect language policy and education. Through case
studies ranging across the continent, the contributors consider multilingualism in the classroom as
well as in domains ranging from music and film to politics and figurative language. The contributors
report on the widespread devaluing and even death of indigenous languages. They also investigate
how poor teacher training leads to language-related failures in education. At the same time, they
demonstrate that education in a mother tongue can work, linguists can use their expertise to
provoke changes in language policies, and linguistic creativity thrives in these multilingual
communities.
  what language does africa speak: Language Pedagogy and Language Use in Africa Lioba
Moshi, 2009-10-23 The study of African language pedagogy and use in the Diaspora was initiated in
the 1960s as African countries attained independence from colonial powers. In the continent, the
enthusiasm for the use of indigenous languages and scholarship has remained relatively moderate as
scholars are conflicted in their loyalty to imperial languages. The attitude towards the use of African
languages by African leaders has also hampered scholars' efforts to create and sustain the needed
visibility for African languages around the world. Needless to say, the study of African languages is
not only critical to the study of language theories but also important in changing Africa's
overwhelming reliance on European languages to communicate with each other. The reliance has
not only affected the politics of the continent but also its economic wellbeing. An analysis of the
enormous developmental challenges facing the African continent will reveal that many of the
economic, social, political and cultural challenges have major language components. It can actually
be said that the challenges of development in Africa are either outright language challenges or are
language- based. More significantly, at the social level in many parts of the continent, African
languages are now perceived as inadequate means of communication. Language Pedagogy and

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/what-language-does-africa-speak.pdf


Language Use in Africa discusses the importance of teaching and using of African languages in the
African continent and beyond and provides illustrations of both their direct and indirect use a result
of historical and contemporary contacts, language planning policies and pedagogical concerns. The
book contributes to the on-going discussion on the pedagogy, promotion, and use of African
languages both on the continent and in the Diaspora.
  what language does africa speak: Languages and Education in Africa Birgit Brock-Utne,
Ingse Skattum, 2009-05-11 The theme of this book cuts across disciplines. Contributors to this
volume are specialized in education and especially classroom research as well as in linguistics, most
being transdisciplinary themselves. Around 65 sub-Saharan languages figure in this volume as
research objects: as means of instruction, in connection with teacher training, language policy,
lexical development, harmonization efforts, information technology, oral literature and deaf
communities. The co-existence of these African languages with English, French and Arabic is
examined as well. This wide range of languages and subjects builds on recent field work, giving new
empirical evidence from 17 countries: Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, as well as to transnational matters like the harmonization of African transborder
languages. As the Editors – a Norwegian social scientist and a Norwegian linguist, both working in
Africa – have wanted to give room for African voices, the majority of contributions to this volume
come from Africa.
  what language does africa speak: Stereotyping Africa. Surprising Answers to Surprising
Questions Fru Doh, 2009-11-01 Characteristically, Africans in any Western country are asked so
many different questions about Africa, as Westerners love to refer to the many countries that make
up that huge continent, as if Africa were a single nation state. So one begins wondering why it is
that Africans, on the other hand, do not refer to individual European countries as Europe simply,
then the trends and consequences of stereotyping begin setting in just as one is getting used to
being asked if Africa has a president, or if one can say something in African. It is some of these
questions that Emmanuel Fru Doh has collected over the years and has attempted answering them
in an effort to shed some light on a continent that is in many ways like the rest of the world, when
not better, but which so many love to paint as dark, backward, chaotic, and pathetic.
  what language does africa speak: What Africans Need Chukwuemeka E. Onyejinduaka, 2013
WHAT AFRICAN NEEDS: A book indictment, correction and expository of politics and what true
democracy is all about, it exposes African manner of leadership in copying other established
countries of the world, privatizing democracy and seat of power, making good governance an illusion
to African. what Africans need is equity and justice, fair play, understanding of who an African is and
what African can do for Africans, Making our foreign friends to realize that Africans are not fools,
that Africa before colony is far better than Africa after colony that what we see toady as benefit of
colony is outright corruption and sit tight government that never wants a change. Side phoning
economy of Africans, destroying the cultural values of Africa, making Africans to suffer and become
slaves in their own father's land. what Africans need is a change of mentality, ideas, thinking,
reasoning and understanding mind to allow better leaders to emerge and take Africans to promise
land. that is what Africans need.
  what language does africa speak: Language and Power. The Implications of Language
for Peace and Development Birgit Brock-Utne, Gunnar Garbo, 2009-09-15 Language is a tool used
to express thoughts, to hide thoughts or to hide lack of thoughts. It is often a means of domination.
The question is who has the power to define the world around us. This book demonstrates how
language is being manipulated to form the minds of listeners or readers. Innocent words may be
used to conceal a reality which people would have reacted to had the phenomena been described in
a straightforward manner. The nice and innocent concept cost sharing, which leads our thoughts to
communal sharing and solidarity, may actually imply privatization. The false belief that the best way
to learn a foreign language is to have it as a language of instruction actually becomes a strategy for
stupidification of African pupils. In this book 33 independent experts from 16 countries in the North



and the South show how language may be used to legitimize war-making, promote Northern
interests in the field of development and retain colonial speech as languages of instruction,
languages of the courts and in politics. The book has been edited by two Norwegians: Birgit
Brock-Utne is a professor at the University of Oslo and a consultant in education and development.
From 1987 until 1992 she was a professor at the University of Dar es Salaam. Gunnar Garbo, author
and journalist and former member of the Norwegian Parliament, was the Norwegian Ambassador to
Tanzania from 1987 to 1992.
  what language does africa speak: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula
Reutner, 2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory,
multilingualism is a common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries
are Indo-European, in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era
of colonization, the areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by
Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them.
Twenty-six states are presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to
Spanish. They are considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation,
linguistic history, external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy.
The result is a comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a
coherent structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.
  what language does africa speak: Africa in the 21st Century Ama Mazama, 2007-11-21
Africa in the 21st Century: Toward a New Future brings together some of the finest Pan African and
Afrocentric intellectuals to discuss the possibilities of a new future where the continent claims its
own agency in response to the economic, social, political, and cultural problems which are found in
every nation. The volume is structured around four sections: I. African Unity and Consciousness:
Assets and Challenges; II. Language, Information, and Education; III. African Women, Children and
Families; and IV. Political and Economic Future of the African World. In original essays, the authors
raise the level of discourse around the questions of integration, pluralism, families, a federative
state, and good governance. Each writer sees in the continent the potential for greatness and
therefore articulates a theoretical and philosophical approach to Africa that constructs a victorious
consciousness from hard concrete facts. This book will interest students and scholars of the history
and politics of Africa as well as professional Africanists, Africologists, and international studies
scholars who are inclined toward Africa.
  what language does africa speak: Africa's Endangered Languages Jason Kandybowicz,
Harold Torrence, 2017 This book examines the endangered languages of Africa from both
documentary and theoretical perspectives, highlighting the threats of extinction many of them face
and the challenges and implications each bring to bear on linguistic theory. It focuses on the
symbiosis between documentary and theoretical methodologies, and its consequences for the
preservation of endangered languages, both in the African context and more broadly.
  what language does africa speak: Beyond the Political Spider , 2023-01-10 Beyond the
Political Spider: Critical Issues in African Humanities by Kwesi Yankah is the first title in the newly
established African Humanities Association (AHA) publication series. By integrating his own
biography into a critique of the global politics of knowledge production, Yankah, through a collection
of essays, interrogates critical issues confronting the Humanities that spawn intellectual hegemonies
and muffle African voices. Using the example of Ghana, he brings under scrutiny, amongst others,
endemic issues of academic freedom, gender inequities, the unequal global academic order, and
linguistic imperialism in language policies in governance. In the face of these challenges, the author
deftly navigates the complex terrain of indigenous knowledge and language in the context of
democratic politics, demonstrating that agency can be liberatory when emphasising indigenous
knowledge, especially expressed through the idiom of local languages and symbols, including
Ananse, the protean spider, folk hero in Ghana and most parts of the pan-African world.



  what language does africa speak: African Englishes Collen Sabao, Esther Mavengano,
2025-09-25 This book investigates the functions and linguistic forms of African Englishes, and what
this means for languages indigenous to Africa. It examines the historical imposition of English on the
continent, as part of a broader project of cultural imperialism, and traces its transformation from a
colonial tool to a dynamic and diverse language, examining its set of contemporary usage patterns,
and its likely future directions. Thorough diverse critical approaches, this book unpacks how
language contact has given rise to distinct variations including second language varieties, pidgins
and creoles, that are moulded by Africa ́s linguistic and cultural diversity. Drawing on case studies
from West, East, and Southern Africa, this book illuminates contemporary English usages in
multilingual spaces, where cultural and linguistic plurality drive ongoing shifts in communication.
More than just being a study of language change, this book calls for a reassessment of the future of
African Englishes and their impact on indigenous languages. Thus, the book is an essential read for
scholars and students in linguistics, African Studies, and World Englishes, as it contributes fresh
insights into the intersections of language, culture, identity, and power in modern-day African
lifeworlds.
  what language does africa speak: The Social and Political History of Southern Africa's
Languages Tomasz Kamusella, Finex Ndhlovu, 2017-11-21 This book is the first to offer an
interdisciplinary and comprehensive reference work on the often-marginalised languages of
southern Africa. The authors analyse a range of different concepts and questions, including language
and sociality, social and political history, multilingual government, and educational policies. In doing
so, they present significant original research, ensuring that the work will remain a key reference
point for the subject. This ambitious and wide-ranging edited collection will appeal to students and
scholars of southern African languages, sociolinguistics, history and politics.
  what language does africa speak: AF Press Clips , 1972
  what language does africa speak: The Language Issue in the Teaching of Mathematics in
South Africa Lindiwe Tshuma, 2021-01-26 The book is the result of a five-year project that
culminated (within the first three years) in doctoral research interrogating language competency for
meaningful mathematics instruction at upper primary level conducted at University of Stellenbosch
in 2017; and this book in the succeeding two years. The initial research project received countrywide
coverage in several South African media outlets including Times Live and Radio 2000.
  what language does africa speak: Indian Africa: Minorities of Indian-Pakistani Origin in
Eastern Africa Adam, Michel, 2015-10-22 Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania have minorities from the
Indian sub-continent amongst their population. The East African Indians mostly reside in the main
cities, particularly Nairobi, Dar es Salaam, Zanzibar, Mombasa, Kampala; they can also be found in
smaller urban centres and in the remotest of rural townships. They play a leading social and
economic role as they work in business, manufacturing and the service industry, and make up a
large proportion of the liberal professions. They are divided into multiple socio-religious
communities, but united in a mutual feeling of meta-cultural identity. This book aims at painting a
broad picture of the communities of Indian origin in East Africa, striving to include changes that
have occurred since the end of the 1980s. The different contributions explore questions of race and
citizenship, national loyalties and cosmopolitan identities, local attachment and transnational
networks. Drawing upon anthropology, history, sociology and demography, Indian Africa depicts a
multifaceted population and analyses how the past and the present shape their sense of belonging,
their relations with others, their professional and political engagement.
  what language does africa speak: Personality, Appearance and Speech T. H. Pear,
2023-11-06 First published in 1957, Personality. Appearance and Speech is an intensive analysis of
personality reflected by appearance and speech. It is a most fascinating study of the innumerable
outward signs by which the man in the street judges personality. The author considers the effects
this has on daily life; for example, can a person’s real character be assessed by a short interview in
which personality, counting for so much, can be altered deliberately to no little extent? He describes
many investigations which have attempted to discover experimentally the nature and accuracy of



personality and character assessments, and includes personality sketches of F. D. Roosevelt, W. E.
Gladstone, and of other prominent figures. He discusses the social results of the microphone and the
effect on good and bad taste, of opinions widely expressed by listeners and viewers. The nature and
function of the intellectuals who have increasing opportunities of affecting appearance and speech,
are examined from the psychologist’s standpoint. This book will be of interest to students of
psychology, sociology and social behaviour.
  what language does africa speak: South African Theatre as/and Intervention , 2021-11-22
One of the most striking features of cultural life in South Africa has been the extent to which one
area of cultural practice - theatre - has more than any other testified to the present condition of the
country, now in transition between its colonial past and a decolonized future. But in what sense and
how far does the critical force of theatre in South Africa as a mode of intervention continue? In the
immediate post-election moment, theatre seemed to be pursuing an escapist, nostalgic route,
relieved of its historical burden of protest and opposition. But, as the contributors to this volume
show, new voices have been emerging, and a more complex politics of the theatre, involving feminist
and gay initiatives, physical theatre, festival theatre and theatre-for-education, has become
apparent. Both new and familiar players in South African theatre studies from around the world here
respond to or anticipate the altered conditions of the country, while exploring the notion that theatre
continues to 'intervene.' This broad focus enables a wide and stimulating range of approaches:
contributors examine strategies of intervention among audiences, theatres, established and fledgling
writers, canonical and new texts, traditional and innovative critical perspectives. The book concludes
with four recent interviews with influential practitioners about the meaning and future of theatre in
South Africa: Athol Fugard, Fatima Dike, Reza de Wet, and Janet Suzman.
  what language does africa speak: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science,
Art, and Finance , 1909
  what language does africa speak: Linguistic Genocide in Education--or Worldwide Diversity
and Human Rights? Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, 2013-05-13 In this powerful, multidisciplinary book,
Tove Skutnabb-Kangas shows how most indigenous and minority education contributes to linguistic
genocide according to United Nations definitions. Theory is combined with a wealth of factual
encyclopedic information and with many examples and vignettes. The examples come from all parts
of the world and try to avoid Eurocentrism. Oriented toward theory and practice, facts and
evaluations, and reflection and action, the book prompts readers to find information about the world
and their local contexts, to reflect and to act. A Web site with additional resource materials to this
book can be found at http://www.ruc.dk/~tovesk/
  what language does africa speak: Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art ,
1909
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