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**What Is The What Dave Eggers: Exploring the Powerful Memoir of a Lost Boy**

what is the what dave eggers is a question that often arises among readers
interested in contemporary literature, memoirs, and stories of resilience.
Simply put, *What Is the What* is a critically acclaimed novel by Dave Eggers
that tells the harrowing yet inspiring true story of Valentino Achak Deng,
one of the Lost Boys of Sudan. This book is more than just a memoir; it’s a
profound narrative about survival, displacement, and hope amid unimaginable
adversity.

If you’re curious about this remarkable work and what makes it stand out,
let’s dive deeper into what *What Is the What* entails, why it matters, and
how Dave Eggers masterfully brings Valentino’s story to life.

Understanding What Is The What by Dave Eggers

At its core, *What Is the What* is a novelized autobiography, meaning Dave
Eggers collaborated closely with Valentino Achak Deng to retell his life
story in a compelling literary format. The book chronicles Valentino’s
journey from a peaceful childhood in Sudan to becoming a refugee and
ultimately resettling in the United States. It’s a vivid depiction of the
civil war in Sudan, the displacement of thousands of children, and the
struggles faced by refugees adapting to new lives far from home.

The Lost Boys of Sudan: The Heart of the Story

To fully grasp the significance of *What Is the What*, it’s essential to
understand who the Lost Boys of Sudan were. During Sudan’s brutal civil war,
thousands of young boys were orphaned or separated from their families. Many
embarked on treacherous journeys across deserts, swamps, and hostile
territories to find safety in refugee camps. Valentino Achak Deng was one of
these boys, and his story represents the collective trauma and resilience of
this generation.

Eggers’ narrative captures not only Valentino’s physical journey but also the
emotional and psychological toll of displacement. The memoir highlights
themes of identity, survival, and the search for belonging, which resonate
deeply with readers worldwide.

Dave Eggers’ Writing Style and Narrative



Technique

What makes *What Is the What* particularly compelling is Dave Eggers’ unique
approach as an author. Known for his empathetic storytelling and sharp prose,
Eggers manages to balance the factual elements of Valentino’s story with a
poetic, almost novelistic style.

Blending Fact and Fiction

Though based on real events, *What Is the What* reads like a novel. Eggers
uses creative nonfiction techniques to fill in gaps, provide context, and
develop characters in a way that pure reportage might not allow. This blend
of fact and fiction invites readers to engage emotionally, making the story
not just informative but deeply affecting.

Voice and Perspective

Eggers writes in the first person, adopting Valentino’s voice throughout the
book. This choice gives readers an intimate look at Valentino’s thoughts,
fears, hopes, and memories. It also underscores the authenticity of the
narrative, as Eggers worked closely with Valentino to ensure the story stayed
true to his experiences.

The Impact and Legacy of What Is The What

Since its publication, *What Is the What* has received widespread acclaim and
has influenced both literary circles and humanitarian discussions. The book
sheds light on a lesser-known conflict and humanizes the statistics behind
refugee crises.

Raising Awareness About Refugees

One of the most significant contributions of *What Is the What* is its role
in educating readers about the plight of refugees. Valentino’s story is a
window into the struggles faced by millions around the world who are forced
to flee their homes due to war, persecution, or natural disasters. By
presenting this narrative in an accessible and engaging way, Eggers helps
foster empathy and understanding.



Educational and Cultural Influence

*What Is the What* is frequently included in academic curricula and book
clubs due to its powerful storytelling and historical significance. It offers
valuable insights into the politics of Sudan, international humanitarian
efforts, and the personal cost of conflict. The memoir has inspired
documentaries, discussions, and even initiatives to support displaced
persons.

Key Themes Explored in What Is The What

Dave Eggers’ work goes beyond recounting Valentino’s life to explore
universal themes that resonate with all readers.

Survival and Resilience

Valentino’s journey underscores the incredible resilience of the human
spirit. Despite facing starvation, violence, and loss, he perseveres and
eventually builds a new life. This theme provides hope and inspiration,
illustrating how individuals can overcome even the most daunting challenges.

Identity and Belonging

The memoir deeply explores questions of identity. As a Lost Boy, Valentino
grapples with his past and his place in a foreign land. The tension between
holding onto one’s roots and adapting to new cultures is a powerful element
of the narrative.

The Cost of War

Eggers doesn’t shy away from depicting the brutal realities of civil war. The
book reveals the human cost of political conflict, emphasizing that behind
every casualty statistic is a real person with a story.

How to Approach Reading What Is The What

If you’re planning to read *What Is the What*, here are some tips to get the
most out of this profound memoir:



Take your time: The book covers heavy topics and detailed experiences.
Don’t rush through; allow yourself to absorb the emotional depth.

Reflect on the historical context: Learning about the Sudanese civil war
and global refugee issues beforehand can enrich your understanding.

Engage with supplementary materials: Interviews with Valentino Achak
Deng and Dave Eggers, as well as documentaries about the Lost Boys,
provide additional layers of insight.

Discuss with others: Joining a book club or online forum can offer
diverse perspectives and deepen your appreciation.

Related Works and Further Reading

For readers interested in stories similar to *What Is the What* or works by
Dave Eggers, exploring these can be rewarding:

“A Long Way Gone” by Ishmael Beah – Another powerful memoir about a
child soldier in Sierra Leone.

“The Good Lord Bird” by James McBride – A historical novel with themes
of identity and survival.

Other books by Dave Eggers, such as “Zeitoun” and “The Circle”, which
explore human resilience and societal issues.

Nonfiction accounts of refugee experiences and memoirs from survivors of
conflict zones worldwide.

Reading these alongside *What Is the What* can broaden your perspective on
global humanitarian issues and the power of storytelling.

---

*What Is the What* by Dave Eggers remains a vital piece of literature that
enlightens readers about the Sudanese civil war and the Lost Boys’
experiences while celebrating the indomitable human spirit. Through Eggers’
empathetic and skillful narrative, Valentino Achak Deng’s story transcends
the page, inviting us all to witness and remember the ongoing struggles of
displaced people across the globe. Whether you come to this book seeking
historical knowledge, emotional connection, or inspiration, it offers a
profound journey well worth taking.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What Is the What' by Dave Eggers about?
'What Is the What' is a novel by Dave Eggers that tells the fictionalized
autobiography of Valentino Achak Deng, a Sudanese Lost Boy who survives civil
war and displacement before resettling in the United States.

Is 'What Is the What' a true story?
While 'What Is the What' is a novel, it is based on the real-life experiences
of Valentino Achak Deng, making it a blend of memoir and fiction that
highlights the struggles of Sudanese refugees.

Who is Valentino Achak Deng in 'What Is the What'?
Valentino Achak Deng is the protagonist of 'What Is the What.' He is one of
the Lost Boys of Sudan who endures war, displacement, and hardship before
immigrating to America.

Why did Dave Eggers write 'What Is the What'?
Dave Eggers wrote 'What Is the What' to bring awareness to the humanitarian
crisis in Sudan through the personal story of Valentino Achak Deng, using
narrative storytelling to humanize the refugee experience.

How has 'What Is the What' been received by critics
and readers?
'What Is the What' has been critically acclaimed for its powerful
storytelling and emotional depth, praised for shedding light on the plight of
Sudanese refugees and raising awareness about global conflicts.

Additional Resources
**Understanding "What Is the What" by Dave Eggers: A Deep Dive into the
Narrative of Displacement**

what is the what dave eggers is a question that resonates with readers and
literary critics alike, inviting an exploration of this poignant work that
blends biography, memoir, and historical fiction. Published in 2006, *What Is
the What* is a novel by Dave Eggers that chronicles the harrowing journey of
Valentino Achak Deng, one of the Lost Boys of Sudan, who fled civil war and
endured unimaginable hardships before seeking refuge in the United States.
This literary piece is not just a recounting of a refugee’s experience but a
profound narrative that sheds light on themes of survival, identity, and the
global refugee crisis.



Contextualizing "What Is the What" within Dave
Eggers’ Oeuvre

Dave Eggers, known for his versatile writing and social activism, took an
unconventional approach with *What Is the What*. Unlike his earlier works
that leaned toward memoir and fiction, this novel is a form of biographical
novel — a collaboration between Eggers and Valentino Achak Deng. The book’s
title itself is an intriguing phrase derived from a Dinka legend, symbolizing
existential inquiry and the search for meaning amid chaos.

Eggers’ decision to narrate the story through Deng’s voice serves multiple
purposes. It humanizes the refugee experience, making the abstract statistics
of global displacement tangible and personal. Moreover, Eggers’ narrative
style blends journalistic research with literary craftsmanship, resulting in
a compelling and accessible text that appeals to a wide audience. This hybrid
narrative technique positions the book uniquely within contemporary
literature dealing with war, displacement, and resilience.

The Historical and Political Backdrop

To fully grasp the significance of *What Is the What*, understanding the
Sudanese civil war and the Lost Boys phenomenon is crucial. The Second
Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005) resulted in over two million deaths and
displaced millions more. The term “Lost Boys” refers to the thousands of
young boys who were orphaned or separated from their families during the
conflict, undertaking perilous journeys across hostile terrain to escape
violence.

Eggers’ novel traces Valentino’s escape from his village, his treacherous
trek across deserts and refugee camps, and his eventual resettlement in
America. The book offers insight into the geopolitical neglect and
humanitarian crises that surrounded the war, often overlooked in Western
media. This historical grounding enhances the novel’s authenticity and
educational value, making it a critical text for readers interested in global
conflicts and refugee issues.

Literary Features and Narrative Techniques in
*What Is the What*

One of the defining characteristics of *What Is the What* is its narrative
voice. Written in first person from Valentino’s perspective, the novel blurs
the lines between autobiography and fiction. Eggers employs a lyrical yet
straightforward prose style that captures the innocence and trauma of a boy
forced to grow up too quickly. This stylistic choice invites readers to
experience the emotional landscape intimately, fostering empathy and



understanding.

The structure of the novel is non-linear, weaving past and present to reflect
the fragmented reality of memory and trauma. This approach mirrors the
disorientation faced by refugees whose lives are uprooted and scattered.
Eggers also integrates moments of reflection and social commentary,
addressing issues such as the challenges of assimilation, the struggle to
maintain cultural identity, and the bureaucratic hurdles in refugee
resettlement.

Character Development and Emotional Depth

Valentino Achak Deng emerges as a complex protagonist, embodying resilience
and hope amid despair. His character development is central to the novel’s
impact. Readers witness his transition from a frightened boy to a determined
man, grappling not only with external threats but also internal conflicts
related to guilt, loss, and survival.

Eggers’ portrayal avoids victimization; instead, it highlights Valentino’s
agency and humanity. This nuanced depiction challenges stereotypical
representations of refugees and war victims in literature and media. It also
encourages readers to consider the multifaceted nature of identity and the
long-term effects of displacement on personal growth.

Comparative Perspectives: *What Is the What*
and Other Refugee Narratives

When placed alongside other refugee memoirs and novels, *What Is the What*
offers a distinctive blend of factual and fictional elements. Unlike
straightforward memoirs such as Ishmael Beah’s *A Long Way Gone* or memoirs
by Elie Wiesel, Eggers’ work is a fictionalized biography that allows for
creative narrative liberties while maintaining factual integrity.

This hybrid form enables the exploration of broader themes without
sacrificing emotional truth. It also raises interesting questions about
authorship and representation, as Eggers, a Western writer, channels the
voice of an African refugee. Critics have debated the ethics and
effectiveness of this collaboration, but many agree that the partnership
amplifies Valentino’s story and brings global attention to Sudan’s forgotten
tragedies.

The Role of Empathy and Advocacy in the Novel

*What Is the What* transcends storytelling to become a tool for advocacy.



Eggers’ involvement in humanitarian causes and his foundation work add layers
of meaning to the novel. Readers are not only informed about Valentino’s
journey but are also encouraged to reflect on global responsibility toward
refugees.

The book’s impact extends beyond literary circles, influencing educational
curricula and humanitarian discourse. It highlights the power of narrative to
foster empathy and mobilize support for displaced populations worldwide.

Pros and Cons: Evaluating *What Is the What*

Pros:

Provides an intimate and humanizing portrayal of the refugee
experience.

Combines rigorous research with compelling storytelling.

Raises awareness about Sudanese civil war and the Lost Boys.

Engages readers emotionally and intellectually through lyrical
prose.

Serves as a bridge between literature and social activism.

Cons:

Some critics argue the fictionalization might blur factual
accuracy.

The Western authorship raises questions about narrative ownership.

Non-linear structure may challenge readers unfamiliar with the
historical context.

Despite these critiques, the overall reception of *What Is the What* has been
overwhelmingly positive, with many praising its contribution to contemporary
literature and humanitarian awareness.

The novel invites readers to confront uncomfortable realities while
celebrating the resilience of the human spirit. It stands as a testament to
the power of storytelling to illuminate the invisible struggles of displaced



people and to challenge global indifference.

In essence, *What Is the What* by Dave Eggers is more than a novel; it is a
profound exploration of survival, identity, and the enduring quest for home
in a fractured world.

What Is The What Dave Eggers

  what is the what dave eggers: What Is the What Dave Eggers, 2009-02-24 What Is the What
is the story of Valentino Achak Deng, a refugee in war-ravaged southern Sudan who flees from his
village in the mid-1980s and becomes one of the so-called Lost Boys. Valentino’s travels bring him in
contact with enemy soldiers, with liberation rebels, with hyenas and lions, with disease and
starvation, and with deadly murahaleen (militias on horseback)–the same sort who currently
terrorize Darfur. Eventually Deng is resettled in the United States with almost 4000 other young
Sudanese men, and a very different struggle begins. Based closely on true experiences, What Is the
What is heartbreaking and arresting, filled with adventure, suspense, tragedy, and, finally, triumph.
  what is the what dave eggers: A Heartbreaking Work Of Staggering Genius Dave Eggers,
2013-02-12 Exhilarating…Profoundly moving, occasionally angry, and often hilarious...A
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius is, finally, a finite book of jest, which is why it succeeds so
brilliantly (The New York Times Book Review). A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius is the
unique, moving memoir of a college senior who, in the space of five weeks, loses both of his parents
to cancer and inherits his eight-year-old brother. In his distinctive style unlike any other memoir,
Egger's story is an exhilarating debut that manages to be simultaneously hilarious and wildly
inventive, as well as a deeply heartfelt story of the love that holds a family together.
  what is the what dave eggers: How We Are Hungry Dave Eggers, 2010-05-28 How We Are
Hungry is a gripping, lyrical and soulful collection of stories from the acclaimed author of A
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius. Ranging from a doomed Irish setter’s tales of running
and jumping (“After I Was Thrown in the River and Before I Drowned”) to a bitterly comic
meditation on suicide and friendship (“Climbing to the Window, Pretending to Dance”), and from the
Egyptian desert to the asphalt of Interstate 5, these stories are Eggers at his finest. By turns
devastating, clear-eyed and funn – incredibly funny – this collection is a marvel.
  what is the what dave eggers: The Every Dave Eggers, 2021-11-16 From the award-winning,
bestselling author of The Circle comes an exciting new follow-up. When the world’s largest search
engine/social media company, the Circle, merges with the planet’s dominant ecommerce site, it
creates the richest and most dangerous—and, oddly enough, most beloved—monopoly ever known:
the Every. Delaney Wells is an unlikely new hire at the Every. A former forest ranger and
unwavering tech skeptic, she charms her way into an entry-level job with one goal in mind: to take
down the company from within. With her compatriot, the not-at-all-ambitious Wes Makazian, they
look for the Every's weaknesses, hoping to free humanity from all-encompassing surveillance and the
emoji-driven infantilization of the species. But does anyone want what Delaney is fighting to save?
Does humanity truly want to be free? Studded with unforgettable characters, outrageous outfits, and
lacerating set-pieces, this companion to The Circle blends absurdity and terror, satire and suspense,
while keeping the reader in apprehensive excitement about the fate of the company—and the human
animal.
  what is the what dave eggers: You Shall Know Our Velocity Dave Eggers, 2009-11-04 An
“entertaining and profoundly original” (San Francisco Chronicle) moving and hilarious tale of two
friends who fly around the world trying to give away a lot of money and free themselves from a
profound loss. • From the bestselling author of The Circle. “Nobody writes better than Dave Eggers

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/what-is-the-what-dave-eggers.pdf


about young men who aspire to be, at the same time, authentic and sincere.” —The New York Times
Book Review You Shall Know Our Velocity! is the work of a wildly talented writer.... Like Kerouac's
book, Eggers's could inspire a generation as much as it documents it. —LA Weekly
  what is the what dave eggers: The Parade Dave Eggers, 2019-03-19 From the bestselling
author of The Circle comes a taut, suspenseful story of two foreigners' role in a nation's fragile
peace. With echoes of J. M. Coetzee and Graham Greene, this darkly funny novel (The Los Angeles
Times) questions whether we can ever understand another nation's war, and what role we have in
forging anyone's peace. An unnamed country is leaving the darkness of a decade at war, and to
commemorate the armistice the government commissions a new road connecting two halves of the
state. Two men, foreign contractors from the same company, are sent to finish the highway. While
one is flighty and adventurous, wanting to experience the nightlife and people, the other wants only
to do the work and go home. But both men must eventually face the absurdities of their positions,
and the dire consequences of their presence.
  what is the what dave eggers: Understanding Dave Eggers Timothy W. Galow, 2014-11-12
Understanding Dave Eggers surveys the work of one of the most celebrated American authors of the
twenty-first century and is the first book-length study incorporating Eggers's novels, short-story
collections, and film scripts. With a style aimed at students and general readers alike, Timothy W.
Galow offers a textual analysis that uniquely combines Eggers's early autobiographical works and
the subject of celebrity as well as his later texts that deal with humanitarian issues. Galow devotes a
chapter to each of Eggers's major works, from his first book, the Pulitzer Prize-nominated memoir, A
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, though his recent novel, A Hologram for the King, a
National Book Award finalist about an aging American businessman chasing success in Saudi Arabia.
Other chapters cover You Shall Know Our Velocity, What Is the What, and Zeitoun. Each chapter
studies the major themes and styles of the featured work while also placing it in the context of
Eggers's oeuvre. In this way Galow examines each text in its own right, but he also offers us a larger
guide to all of Egger's work. Providing important historical background for understanding Eggers's
literary work, Galow examines how Eggers's texts are deeply invested in both his own public
persona and the changing cultural conditions in the United States over the past twenty years.
Galow's careful analysis is conveyed in clear language that engages issues important to
contemporary critics without being pedantic or jargon laden. As a result Understanding Dave Eggers
can serve as a useful introduction to the author's work or a valuable resource for the devoted reader.
  what is the what dave eggers: Zeitoun Dave Eggers, 2010-06-15 NATIONAL BESTSELLER •
From the bestselling author of The Circle • The true story of one family, caught between America’s
two biggest policy disasters: the war on terror and the response to Hurricane Katrina. Eggers’ tone
is pitch-perfect—suspense blended with just enough information to stoke reader outrage and what is
likely to be a typical response: How could this happen in America? ... It’s the stuff of great narrative
nonfiction.” —The New York Times Book Review Abdulrahman and Kathy Zeitoun run a
house-painting business in New Orleans. In August of 2005, as Hurricane Katrina approaches, Kathy
evacuates with their four young children, leaving Zeitoun to watch over the business. In the days
following the storm he travels the city by canoe, feeding abandoned animals and helping elderly
neighbors. Then, on September 6th, police officers armed with M-16s arrest Zeitoun in his home.
Told with eloquence and compassion, Zeitoun is a riveting account of one family’s unthinkable
struggle with forces beyond wind and water.
  what is the what dave eggers: A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius Dave Eggers,
2000 Dave Egger's parents died from cancer within a month of each other when he was 21 and his
brother, Christopher was seven. They left the Chicago suburb where they had grown up and moved
to San Francisco. This book tells the story of their life together.
  what is the what dave eggers: The Circle Dave Eggers, 2013-10-08 INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER • A bestselling dystopian novel that tackles surveillance, privacy and the frightening
intrusions of technology in our lives—a “compulsively readable parable for the 21st century” (Vanity
Fair). When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle, the world’s most powerful internet



company, she feels she’s been given the opportunity of a lifetime. The Circle, run out of a sprawling
California campus, links users’ personal emails, social media, banking, and purchasing with their
universal operating system, resulting in one online identity and a new age of civility and
transparency. As Mae tours the open-plan office spaces, the towering glass dining facilities, the cozy
dorms for those who spend nights at work, she is thrilled with the company’s modernity and activity.
There are parties that last through the night, there are famous musicians playing on the lawn, there
are athletic activities and clubs and brunches, and even an aquarium of rare fish retrieved from the
Marianas Trench by the CEO. Mae can’t believe her luck, her great fortune to work for the most
influential company in the world—even as life beyond the campus grows distant, even as a strange
encounter with a colleague leaves her shaken, even as her role at the Circle becomes increasingly
public. What begins as the captivating story of one woman’s ambition and idealism soon becomes a
heart-racing novel of suspense, raising questions about memory, history, privacy, democracy, and
the limits of human knowledge.
  what is the what dave eggers: Your Fathers, Where Are They? And the Prophets, Do
They Live Forever? Dave Eggers, 2014-06-17 From Dave Eggers, best-selling author of The Circle,
a tightly controlled, emotionally searching novel. Your Fathers, Where Are They? And the Prophets,
Do They Live Forever? is the formally daring, brilliantly executed story of one man struggling to
make sense of his country, seeking answers the only way he knows how. In a barracks on an
abandoned military base, miles from the nearest road, Thomas watches as the man he has brought
wakes up. Kev, a NASA astronaut, doesn't recognize his captor, though Thomas remembers him. Kev
cries for help. He pulls at his chain. But the ocean is close by, and nobody can hear him over the
waves and wind. Thomas apologizes. He didn't want to have to resort to this. But they really needed
to have a conversation, and Kev didn't answer his messages. And now, if Kev can just stop yelling,
Thomas has a few questions.
  what is the what dave eggers: This Bridge Will Not Be Gray Dave Eggers, 2018-03-13 In this
delightfully original take on nonfiction, bestselling author Dave Eggers tackles one of the most
famous architectural and natural monuments in the world: the Golden Gate Bridge. Cut-paper
illustrations by Tucker Nichols ensures that this book feels like a special object, and the revised
edition includes real-life letters from constituents making the case for keeping the bridge orange.
The narrative's sly humor makes the topic perfectly accessible for kids enthusiastic about nonfiction.
This one-of-a-kind book transports readers to the glorious Golden Gate, no matter where they live.
  what is the what dave eggers: The Director of Color Dave Eggers, 2025-12-02 The eighth
short novella or long short story in Dave Eggers's The Forgetters series.
  what is the what dave eggers: McSweeney's Thirty Two Dave Eggers, 2009-08-17 Because it
seemed important to know in advance, we've dedicated Issue 32 to an investigation of the world to
come - expect a set of near-future stories, written by the likes of Wells Tower, Anthony Doerr, Heidi
Julavits, and Salvador Plascencia, each of them unearthing a different corner of life in the year 2024.
This will be, we are sure, way more entertaining than waiting fifteen years for the real thing.
  what is the what dave eggers: Heroes of the Frontier Dave Eggers, 2016-07-26 A
captivating, often hilarious novel of family, loss, wilderness, and the curse of a violent America, Dave
Eggers’s Heroes of the Frontier is a powerful examination of our contemporary life and a rousing
story of adventure. Josie and her children’s father have split up, she’s been sued by a former patient
and lost her dental practice, and she’s grieving the death of a young man senselessly killed. When
her ex asks to take the children to meet his new fiancée’s family, Josie makes a run for it, figuring
Alaska is about as far as she can get without a passport. Josie and her kids, Paul and Ana, rent a
rattling old RV named the Chateau, and at first their trip feels like a vacation: They see bears and
bison, they eat hot dogs cooked on a bonfire, and they spend nights parked along icy cold rivers in
dark forests. But as they drive, pushed north by the ubiquitous wildfires, Josie is chased by enemies
both real and imagined, past mistakes pursuing her tiny family, even to the very edge of civilization.
A tremendous new novel from the bestselling author of The Circle, Heroes of the Frontier is the
darkly comic story of a mother and her two young children on a journey through an Alaskan



wilderness plagued by wildfires and a uniquely American madness.
  what is the what dave eggers: ,
  what is the what dave eggers: The Wild Things Dave Eggers, 2010-03-02 Max is a
rambunctious eight-year-old, living with his mother and his sister, terrorizing the neighborhood on
his bicycle. But Max's world is changing around him: His father is absent and his mother is
increasingly distracted. Max's teenage sister is outgrowing him, leaving him alone in favor of her
friends. Sad and angry, Max dons his wolf suit and makes terrible, ruinous mischief. Setting off into
the night, Max finds a boat and sails away to an island. Here he meets strange and giant creatures.
Creatures that rage and break things. Creatures that trample and scream. These monsters do
everything Max feels inside! And so, Max appoints himself their king. Here, on a magnificent
adventure with the creatures, Max can be the wildest thing of all. In this visionary new novel, Eggers
brings an imaginary world vividly to life, filling it with monsters, chaos, and one very real little boy.
By turns beautiful and joyful, sorrowful and strange, The Wild Things is an astonishing literary
triumph.
  what is the what dave eggers: McSweeney's 47 Josephine Rowe, Shirley Jackson, Thomas
McGuane, Bob Odenkirk, Bill Cotter, 2014-10-07 A latest quarterly anthology by the two-time
National Magazine Award-winning literary journal features entries by forefront and up-and-coming
writers, as well as an eccentric design.
  what is the what dave eggers: You Shall Know Our Velocity Dave Eggers, 2011-05-25 In his
first novel, Dave Eggers has written a moving and hilarious tale of two friends who fly around the
world trying to give away a lot of money and free themselves from a profound loss. It reminds us
once again what an important, necessary talent Dave Eggers is.
  what is the what dave eggers: A Hologram for the King Dave Eggers, 2012 A struggling
American businessman travels to a rising Saudi Arabian city with the hopes of securing a contract
that will earn him a commission large enough to stave off his economic woes and hold his family
together.
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