theories of language acquisition

Theories of Language Acquisition: Understanding How We Learn to Speak

theories of language acquisition have fascinated linguists, psychologists,
educators, and parents alike for decades. How do humans, especially infants,
manage to pick up complex languages seemingly effortlessly? What cognitive
mechanisms or environmental factors contribute to this remarkable skill?
Exploring various perspectives on language acquisition not only deepens our
understanding of human communication but also informs teaching methods and
language therapy.

In this article, we will explore some of the most influential theories of
language acquisition, each offering unique insights into how language
develops. From innate biological mechanisms to social interaction and
cognitive development, we'll examine how these theories complement and
contrast with each other. Along the way, we'll also touch on important
concepts like the critical period hypothesis, the role of reinforcement, and
the interplay between nature and nurture in language learning.

Behaviorist Theory: Language as Learned
Behavior

One of the earliest and most straightforward approaches to language
acquisition is the behaviorist theory, primarily championed by B.F. Skinner.
According to this perspective, language learning is a form of habit formation
shaped by stimulus and response.

How Reinforcement Shapes Language Skills

Behaviorists argue that children acquire language through imitation,
repetition, and reinforcement. When a child utters a word correctly or uses a
phrase appropriately, caregivers provide positive feedback, such as praise or
attention, which encourages the child to repeat the behavior. Conversely,
incorrect usage may be ignored or corrected, gradually refining the child's
language skills.

This approach highlights the importance of the environment in language
development. For example, the quantity and quality of verbal interaction
children receive from adults significantly impact their linguistic abilities.
However, one limitation of the behaviorist theory is its inability to explain
the spontaneous generation of novel sentences by children — a phenomenon
suggesting that language acquisition involves more than just imitation.



Nativist Theory: The Innate Language Faculty

In response to shortcomings in the behaviorist approach, Noam Chomsky
introduced the nativist theory, revolutionizing how we understand language
acquisition. Chomsky argued that humans are biologically wired with a
specialized language acquisition device (LAD), an innate mental capacity that
enables children to grasp the underlying rules of language.

The Universal Grammar Concept

Central to the nativist perspective is the idea of Universal Grammar (UG), a

set of grammatical principles shared across all human languages. According to
this theory, even infants born into vastly different linguistic environments

possess an inherent understanding of these universal rules, which helps them

rapidly decode and produce language.

Chomsky's famous critique of Skinner’s behaviorism pointed out that children
often produce sentences they have never heard before, which cannot be
accounted for by imitation alone. The nativist theory emphasizes that
language acquisition is not simply learned from the environment but unfolds
naturally due to our genetic endowment.

Critical Period Hypothesis

An important extension of the nativist theory is the critical period
hypothesis, which suggests there is an optimal window in early childhood
during which language acquisition occurs most easily. If children are not
exposed to language within this period, their ability to learn and use
language fluently may never fully develop. This hypothesis has been supported
by studies on cases of extreme deprivation and delayed language exposure.

Interactionist Theory: Language Through Social
Interaction

While the nativist theory stresses innate mechanisms and the behaviorist
theory focuses on environmental conditioning, the interactionist approach
offers a middle ground. This theory emphasizes the dynamic interplay between
biological predispositions and social interactions in language acquisition.

Social Context and Language Development



Lev Vygotsky, a key proponent of social interactionist ideas, believed that
children learn language through meaningful communication with more
knowledgeable others—parents, peers, caregivers. Language development is seen
as embedded in social contexts, where children internalize words and grammar
by engaging in dialogue.

The interactionist theory highlights the role of joint attention, turn-
taking, and scaffolding—where adults adjust their speech to the child's
level, making language input more accessible. For example, "motherese" or
infant-directed speech, characterized by exaggerated intonation and
simplified vocabulary, helps children notice and process linguistic features
more effectively.

Connection to Cognitive Development

Interactionists also link language acquisition with overall cognitive growth.
As children's thinking abilities expand, so does their capacity to understand
and use language. This perspective aligns with Jean Piaget’s idea that
language reflects the child’s conceptual understanding, developing alongside
their mental schemas.

Connectionist Models: Language as Pattern
Recognition

More recently, connectionist models have emerged, drawing from advances in
cognitive science and artificial intelligence. These models propose that
language acquisition results from the brain’s ability to detect patterns and
statistical regularities in linguistic input.

Learning Through Exposure and Neural Networks

Connectionist theories use computer simulations to mimic how networks of
neurons might process language data. By being exposed to large amounts of
language input, these neural networks gradually strengthen connections
associated with frequently co-occurring sounds, words, and grammatical
structures, enabling the learner to predict and produce language.

This approach offers a more flexible explanation for language learning,
accounting for variability and exceptions without relying solely on innate
rules. It also aligns well with how infants can pick up subtle nuances of
language through repeated exposure.



Emergentist Perspective: Language from Multiple
Influences

The emergentist theory views language acquisition as a complex system that
emerges from the interaction of multiple cognitive, social, and neurological
factors. It suggests that no single theory can fully explain the process;
instead, language develops from the gradual organization of simpler
abilities.

Combining Biology and Environment

Emergentists argue that innate predispositions, environmental input, memory,
attention, and social motivation all contribute simultaneously to language
learning. For example, a child's capacity for pattern recognition
(highlighted by connectionist models) interacts with their social environment
(as stressed by interactionists) to shape linguistic skills.

This perspective encourages a more holistic view of language acquisition,
recognizing the diversity of factors that influence how individuals learn and
use language.

Practical Implications of Language Acquisition
Theories

Understanding the various theories of language acquisition has practical
benefits, especially for educators, speech therapists, and parents.

e Supporting Early Language Development: The critical period hypothesis
underlines the importance of rich linguistic environments in early
childhood. Engaging children in conversations, reading aloud, and
providing diverse vocabulary exposure can enhance language skills.

e Addressing Language Disorders: Knowledge of innate mechanisms and
environmental influences helps speech-language pathologists tailor
interventions for children with delayed or impaired speech.

o Effective Language Teaching: Interactionist principles suggest that
communicative, social-based language teaching methods are often more
effective than rote memorization.

e Multilingualism: Awareness of how children acquire multiple languages
simultaneously can guide parents and educators in fostering bilingual
development without confusion or delay.



Language acquisition remains a vibrant area of research, continuously
evolving as new discoveries emerge from neuroscience, psychology, and
linguistics. Whether you are a curious learner, a teacher, or a parent,
appreciating the diverse theories provides valuable insights into one of
humanity’'s most astounding abilities: mastering language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the nativist theory of language acquisition?

The nativist theory, proposed by Noam Chomsky, suggests that humans are
biologically programmed to acquire language. According to this theory,
children are born with an innate ability called the 'universal grammar,
which allows them to understand and produce language naturally.

How does the behaviorist theory explain language
acquisition?

The behaviorist theory, associated with B.F. Skinner, explains language
acquisition as a learned behavior through imitation, reinforcement, and
conditioning. Children learn language by mimicking adults and receiving
positive reinforcement for correct language use.

What role does social interaction play in Vygotsky’s
theory of language acquisition?

Vygotsky'’'s sociocultural theory emphasizes that social interaction is crucial
for language acquisition. He argued that language develops through guided

interaction with more knowledgeable others, such as parents and peers, which
helps children internalize language and cognitive skills.

How does the cognitive theory describe language
acquisition?

The cognitive theory, proposed by Jean Piaget, views language acquisition as
part of overall cognitive development. According to this theory, children

acquire language as they develop mental structures and concepts through
active exploration and interaction with their environment.

What is the interactionist approach to language
acquisition?

The interactionist approach combines elements of both nativist and learning
theories, suggesting that language acquisition results from the interaction
between innate biological factors and environmental influences, including



social interaction and communication with caregivers.

Additional Resources

Theories of Language Acquisition: An In-Depth Exploration of How Humans Learn
Language

theories of language acquisition have long fascinated linguists,
psychologists, educators, and cognitive scientists alike. Understanding how
humans acquire language is not only fundamental to grasping the nature of
communication but also essential in fields such as language teaching,
artificial intelligence, and developmental psychology. Over the years,
numerous models and hypotheses have emerged, each attempting to unravel the
complex interplay between biology, environment, and cognition that enables
humans—especially children—to master language. This article delves into the
most influential theories of language acquisition, scrutinizing their core
principles, strengths, and limitations, while weaving in relevant research
and contemporary perspectives.

Historical Context and Significance of Language
Acquisition Theories

Language acquisition has intrigued scholars for centuries, but systematic
inquiry began in earnest during the 20th century. Early linguists sought to
identify whether language is primarily an innate ability or a learned skill.
This debate gave rise to several competing frameworks, each emphasizing
different mechanisms behind language development. The importance of these
theories extends beyond academic interest; they inform educational curricula,
speech therapy approaches, and even the development of natural language
processing technologies.

Major Theories of Language Acquisition

To understand the multifaceted nature of language learning, it is essential
to examine the predominant theories that have shaped contemporary thought.
These theories generally fall into three broad categories: nativist, learning
(behaviorist), and interactionist perspectives.

Nativist Theory: Language as an Innate Ability

The nativist theory, championed by Noam Chomsky in the 1950s, revolutionized
the study of language acquisition by proposing that humans are born with an
inherent "Universal Grammar." According to this view, the brain contains a



specialized language acquisition device (LAD) that predisposes individuals to
recognize and generate language structures. Chomsky challenged the
behaviorist notion that language is learned purely through imitation and
reinforcement, arguing instead that children acquire complex grammatical
rules rapidly without explicit teaching.

One of the critical pieces of evidence supporting nativism is the "poverty of
the stimulus" argument: children often produce sentences they have never
heard before, suggesting they are not merely mimicking but internalizing
underlying grammatical principles. Moreover, cross-linguistic studies show
that despite exposure to vastly different languages, children follow similar
developmental stages, hinting at universal cognitive mechanisms.

However, critics of the nativist approach point out that it may underestimate
the role of social interaction and environmental input. While the theory
elegantly explains syntax acquisition, it is less explicit about the
acquisition of vocabulary and pragmatics.

Behaviorist Theory: Language Through Conditioning

Before Chomsky's intervention, the dominant explanation for language
acquisition was rooted in behaviorism, primarily advocated by B.F. Skinner.
This theory posits that language learning occurs through operant
conditioning: children acquire language by imitating sounds and receiving
positive reinforcement from caregivers. According to this model, repeated
exposure to linguistic stimuli and the rewards or corrections a child
receives shape their language competence.

Behaviorism emphasizes observable behavior and dismisses unobservable mental
processes as irrelevant to language acquisition. This perspective laid the
groundwork for early language teaching methods that prioritized repetition
and drills.

While behaviorist theory accounts for the environmental influence on language
learning, it struggles to explain how children generate novel sentences or
grasp abstract linguistic rules. Moreover, research demonstrating children's
ability to learn language even in impoverished linguistic environments has
challenged the sufficiency of conditioning alone.

Interactionist Theories: The Role of Social
Interaction

The interactionist perspective bridges the gap between nativist and
behaviorist theories by highlighting the critical role of social interaction
and cognitive development. Lev Vygotsky, a prominent proponent, emphasized
the importance of the "Zone of Proximal Development," where children learn
language through guided participation in communicative activities with more



knowledgeable individuals.

Contemporary interactionist approaches argue that language acquisition
emerges from the dynamic interplay between innate capacities and
environmental stimuli. For example, Jerome Bruner introduced the concept of
the Language Acquisition Support System (LASS), where caregivers scaffold
children's language learning through responsive and meaningful interactions.

Research indicates that children exposed to rich linguistic environments with
frequent conversational turns tend to develop stronger language skills.
Interactionist theories also account for pragmatic aspects of language use,
such as understanding context and intent, which are less emphasized in
nativist and behaviorist models.

Additional Perspectives and Emerging Theories

Beyond the classical models, several nuanced theories have contributed to the
understanding of language acquisition in recent decades.

Cognitive Theory

Jean Piaget’s cognitive theory links language development to general
cognitive maturation. According to Piaget, language acquisition is a
byproduct of broader intellectual growth, with children constructing
linguistic knowledge as they develop symbolic thought and understand object
permanence. Though this theory emphasizes cognitive readiness, it does not
fully explain the rapid pace and apparent ease with which language is
acquired compared to other cognitive skills.

Connectionist Models

Connectionist or neural network models use computational simulations to
explain how language learning might arise from the brain’s ability to detect
patterns in linguistic input. These models suggest that repeated exposure to
language forms strengthens neural connections, enabling the gradual
acquisition of grammar and vocabulary. Connectionism provides a data-driven
approach that aligns with observed statistical learning in infants, yet it
remains a theoretical framework that requires further empirical validation.

Social Pragmatic Theory

This theory underscores the importance of social context and the pragmatic
functions of language. It posits that children learn language to fulfill



communicative intentions, such as requesting or commenting, and that joint
attention with caregivers is crucial. Social pragmatic theory has gained
traction through studies showing that children with impaired social
communication, such as those with autism spectrum disorder, often experience
significant language delays.

Comparative Analysis: Strengths and Limitations

When examining the theories of language acquisition, it becomes evident that
no single model fully encapsulates the complexity of human language learning.
The nativist theory’s emphasis on innate structures is compelling, especially
in explaining syntax acquisition, but it may overlook the nuances of social
interaction. Behaviorism highlights the environment but cannot account for
the generative nature of language. Interactionist approaches effectively
integrate both, emphasizing the synergy between biology and environment.

Modern research trends tend to favor a multidisciplinary view, combining
insights from neuroscience, psychology, linguistics, and computer science to
create a more holistic understanding. For example, neuroimaging studies
reveal that brain regions such as Broca’s and Wernicke’s areas are active
during language processing, supporting the notion of biological
predispositions, while longitudinal studies demonstrate the impact of
caregiver responsiveness on language outcomes.

Implications for Education and Technology

Understanding the theories of language acquisition has practical
implications. In education, recognizing that language development is
influenced by both innate abilities and social environments encourages the
creation of enriched, interactive learning settings. Early childhood programs
incorporating dialogic reading and conversational engagement have shown
measurable benefits in vocabulary growth and literacy skills.

In technology, language acquisition theories inform the design of natural
language processing systems and speech recognition software. For instance,
connectionist models underpin many machine learning algorithms used in
language translation and voice assistants. Furthermore, insights from social
pragmatic theory inspire more sophisticated, context-aware AI communication
interfaces.

Future Directions in Language Acquisition
Research

As research methodologies evolve, the study of language acquisition continues



to expand. Advances in genetics and neurobiology may illuminate the
hereditary components and brain mechanisms underlying linguistic ability.
Simultaneously, cross-cultural studies help clarify how diverse environments
shape language trajectories.

Additionally, the intersection of language acquisition with bilingualism and
multilingualism is gaining attention. Researchers investigate how children
simultaneously acquire multiple languages and how this influences cognitive
development and linguistic competence.

Theories of language acquisition will undoubtedly evolve as new data emerge,

but the enduring quest to understand how humans master language remains a
cornerstone of cognitive science and human development.

Theories Of Language Acquisition

theories of language acquisition: The basic theories of language acquisition Lena
Linden, 2008-02-12 Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne (Englisches Seminar), course: HS
First Language Acquisition, language: English, abstract: Most of the concepts and theories
explaining how native languages are acquired go back to three different approaches put forward by
Burrhus Federic Skinner, Noam Chomsky and Jean Piaget, either by using their ideas as a starting
point or by rejecting them and formulating a new or altered Hypothesis. This paper will try to
present those three basic theories, also taking into account the contexts out of which they emerged,
as to fully understand linguistic, like any other scientific, views and theories, they have always to be
evaluated with respect to the scientific and cultural background they appeared in. First it will try to
show how Skinners concept of ‘verbal behavior’ with respect to language acquisition emerged in the
development of behaviouristic theories. This will be followed by Chomsky’s criticism of Skinner’s
ideas, leading to his own theory of language and language acquisition, which will be presented. Jean
Piaget offers a cognitive approach to the question. His view will be described before comparing
nativist and cognitivist ideas, concerning the points whether or not innate structures exist and in
how far linguistic and cognitive development are interrelated, taking the opposed views of Piaget
and Chomsky, the forerunners of many other important linguists, as an example.

theories of language acquisition: Theories in Second Language Acquisition Bill
VanPatten, Jessica Williams, 2014-12-22 The second edition of Theories in Second Language
Acquisition seeks to build on the strengths of the first edition by surveying the major theories
currently used in second language acquisition research. This volume is an ideal introductory text for
undergraduate and graduate students in SLA and language teaching. Each chapter focuses on a
single theory, written by a leading scholar in the field in an easy-to-follow style - a basic foundational
description of the theory, relevant data or research models used with this theory, common
misunderstandings, and a sample study from the field to show the theory in practice. This text is
designed to provide a consistent and coherent presentation for those new to the field who seek basic
understanding of theories that underlie contemporary SLA research. Researchers will also find the
book useful as a quick guide to theoretical work outside their respective domains.

theories of language acquisition: Constructing a Language Michael Tomasello, 2005-03-31
The author presents a comprehensive usage-based theory of language acquisition, based on
evidence that children possess a linguistic ability interwoven with other cognitive abilities, rather
than a self-contained 'language instinct'.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/theories-of-language-acquisition.pdf

theories of language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition , 2024-09-04 Second
Language Acquisition - Learning Theories and Recent Approaches will aim to present the process of
learning an additional language apart from one’s native language. The process of understanding,
writing, and speaking another language with fluency involves complex intellectual and emotional
responses as well as continuous information processing abilities. A variety of perspectives is needed
in order for learning to take place. Many factors, both internal and external, are involved in
determining why some learn a second language at a faster rate than others. With an internal or
external focus of attention, various linguistic techniques have explored the basic questions about
SLA. With the ability to covey and structure information in a second language, there is a need for
what is being learned to be viewed from various perspectives. The focus on continuous natural UG
capability for language learning versus communicative processing requirements differs among
viewpoints on how SLA develops. This book intends to provide readers with language acquisition,
language comprehension, language development, language processing, and psychological and social
variables, which have been largely excluded by purely language approaches.

theories of language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition Theory and Pedagogy
Fred R. Eckman, Jean Mileham, Rita Rutkowski Weber, Diane Highland, Peter W. Lee, 2013-10-08 A
volume on second-language acquisition theory and pedagogy is, at the same time, a mark of progress
and a bit of an anomaly. The progress is shown by the fact that the two disciplines have established
themselves as areas of study not only distinct from each other, but also different from linguistic
theory. This was not always the case, at least not in the United States. The anomaly results from the
fact that this book deals with the relationship between L2 theory and pedagogy despite the
conclusion that there is currently no widely-accepted theory of SLA. Grouped into five sections, the
papers in this volume: * consider questions about L2 theory and pedagogy at the macro-level, from
the standpoint of the L2 setting; * consider input in terms of factors which are internal to the
learner; * examine the question of external factors affecting the input, such as the issue of whether
points of grammar can be explicitly taught; * deal with questions of certain complex, linguistic
behaviors and the various external and social variables that influence learners; and * discuss issues
surrounding the teaching of pronunciation factors that affect a non-native accent.

theories of language acquisition: Linguistic Theory in Second Language Acquisition S.
Flynn, W. O'Neil, 2012-12-06 Suzanne Flynn and Wayne O'Neil Massachusetts Institute of
Technology I. INTRODUCTION The theory of Universal Grammar (UG) as explicated e. g. in
Chomsky, 1986, has led to explosive developments in the study of natural language as well as to
significant advances in the study of first language (L I) acquisition. Most recently. the theory of UG
has led to important theore tical and empirical advances in the field of adult second language (L2)
acquisition as well. The principle impetus for this development can be traced to the work in
linguistics which shifted the study from behavior or the products of behavior to states of the
mind/brain that enter into behavior (Chomksy. 1986:3). Grammars within this framework are
conceived of as theoretical accounts of the state of the mind/brain of the person who knows a
particular language (Chomsky. 1986:3). Research within fields of language acquisition seeks to
isolate and specify the properties of the underlying competence necessary for language learning.
Full development of a theory of UG demands study and understanding of the nature of both the
formal properties of language and of the language acquisition process itself. However. while there is
a tradition of debate and dialogue established between theoretical linguistics and Ll acquisition
research. relatively few connections have been made between linguistic theory and L2 acquisition
research.

theories of language acquisition: Crosscurrents in Second Language Acquisition and
Linguistic Theories Thom Huebner, Charles A. Ferguson, 1991-01-01 The term [Jcrosscurrent[] is
defined as [Ja current flowing counter to another.[] This volume represents crosscurrents in second
language acquisition and linguistic theory in several respects. First, although the main currents
running between linguistics and second language acquisition have traditionally flowed from theory
to application, equally important contributions can be made in the other direction as well. Second,



although there is a strong tendency in the field of linguistics to see [Jtheorists[] working within
formal models of syntax, SLA research can contribute to linguistic theory more broadly defined to
include various functional as well as formal models of syntax, theories of phonology, variationist
theories of sociolinguists, etc. These assumptions formed the basis for a conference held at Stanford
University during the Linguistic Institute there in the summer of 1987. The conference was
organized to update the relation between second language acquisition and linguistic theory. This
book contains a selection of (mostly revised and updated) papers of this conference and two newly
written papers.

theories of language acquisition: Understanding Language Acquisition Christina E.
Erneling, 1993-01-01 How is language acquisition possible? How is it that humans, within a few
years of birth, can speak and understand language, transcending both its limited experience and
biological limitations? In this challenge to the narrow confines of psychology and philosophy,
Christina Erneling argues that language acquisition results from the interaction between linguistic
creativity inherent in language and a biological and social framework of learning. Erneling explains
and critically analyzes the idea that language acquisition requires a meaningful language of thought,
contrasting this with Wittgenstein's ideas on language and learning. Erneling shows that the
assumptions in J. Fodor's development of Chomky's ideas into a theory of language of thought have
significantly influenced developmental theories, yet fail to resolve the conflict between linguistic
creativity and the necessity of a framework for learning. She argues that the later Wittgenstein was
more concerned with the conditions of learning than is generally appreciated and shows how his
remarks can be developed into an alternative approach to language learning. Understanding
Language Acquisition has profound implications for evaluating hidden metatheoretical assumptions,
as well as for empirical research and methods for teaching language and treating language
disorders.

theories of language acquisition: Second Language Learning Theories Rosamond
Mitchell, Florence Myles, Emma Marsden, 2013-08-21 Second Language Learning Theories is a
clear and concise overview of the field of second language acquisition (SLA) theories. Written by a
team of leading academics working in different SLA specialisms, this book provides expert analysis
of the main theories from multiple perspectives to offer a broad and balanced introduction to the
topic. The book covers all the main theoretical perspectives currently active in the SLA field and sets
them in a broader perspective per chapter, e.g. linguistic, cognitive or sociolinguistic. Each chapter
examines how various theories view language, the learner, and the acquisition process. Summaries
of key studies and examples of data relating to a variety of languages illustrate the different
theoretical perspectives. Each chapter concludes with an evaluative summary of the theories
discussed. This third edition has been thoroughly updated to reflect the very latest research in the
field of SLA. Key features include: a fully re-worked chapter on cognitive models of language and
language learning a new chapter on information processing, including the roles of different types of
memory and knowledge in language learning the addition of a glossary of key linguistic terms to
help the non-specialist a new timeline of second language learning theory development This third
edition takes account of the significant developments that have taken place in the field in recent
years. Highly active domains in which theoretical and methodological advances have been made are
treated in more depth to ensure that this new edition of Second Language Learning Theories
remains as fresh and relevant as ever.

theories of language acquisition: Understanding Child Language Acquisition Caroline
Rowland, 2013-10-23 Taking an accessible and cross-linguistic approach, Understanding Child
Language Acquisition introduces readers to the most important research on child language
acquisition over the last fifty years, as well as to some of the most influential theories in the field.
Rather than just describing what children can do at different ages Rowland explains why these
research findings are important and what they tell us about how children acquire language. Key
features include: Cross-linguistic analysis of how language acquisition differs between languages A
chapter on how multilingual children acquire several languages at once Exercises to test



comprehension Chapters organised around key questions that summarise the critical issues posed by
researchers in the field, with summaries at the end Further reading suggestions to broaden
understanding of the subject With its particular focus on outlining key similarities and differences
across languages and what this cross-linguistic variation means for our ideas about language
acquisition, Understanding Child Language Acquisition forms a comprehensive introduction to the
subject for students of linguistics, psychology and speech and language therapy. Students and
instructors will benefit from the comprehensive companion website that includes a students’ section
featuring interactive comprehension exercises, extension activities, chapter recaps and answers to
the exercises within the book. Material for instructors includes sample essay questions, answers to
the extension activities for students and a Powerpoint including all the figures from the book.
www.routledge.com/cw/rowland

theories of language acquisition: Learnability and the Lexicon Alan Juffs, 1996-08-23 This
book provides a critical review of recent theories of semantics-syntax correspondences and makes
new proposals for constraints on semantic structure relevant to syntax. Data from several languages
are presented which suggest that semantic structure in root morphemes is subject to parametric
variation which has effect across a variety of verb classes, including locatives, unaccusatives, and
psych verbs.The implications for first and second language acquisition are discussed. In particular, it
is suggested that different parametric settings may lead to a learnability problem if adult learners do
not retain access to sensitivity to underlying semantic organization and morphological differences
between languages provided by Universal Grammar. An experiment with Chinese-speaking learners
of English is presented which shows that learners initially transfer L1 semantic organization to the
L2, but are able to retreat from overgeneralisations and achieve native-like grammars in this area.
Suggestions for further research in this rapidly developing area of theory and acquisition research
are also made.

theories of language acquisition: Sources of Variation in First Language Acquisition Maya
Hickmann, Edy Veneziano, Harriet Jisa, 2018-02-22 Developmental research has long focused on
regularities in language acquisition, minimizing factors that might be responsible for variation.
Although researchers are now increasingly concerned with one or another of these factors, this
volume brings together research on three different sources of variation: language-specific
properties, the nature of the input to children across contexts, and several aspects of the learners
themselves. Chapters explore these sources of variation within an interdisciplinary and comparative
approach allying theories and methodologies stemming from linguistics, psycholinguistics,
developmental psychology, and neuroscience. The comparative perspective involves different
languages, contexts of use, types of learners (first/second language acquisition,
monolingual/bilingual learners, autism, language impairment), as well as vocal and visuo-gestural
communicative modalities (co-verbal gestures, sign language acquisition). The volume points to the
need to enhance interdisciplinary research using complementary methodologies to further examine
sources of variation and to integrate variation into a more general developmental theory.

theories of language acquisition: Second Language Acquisition. Suitability of SLA Theories
for the English Language Classroom Lena Grof3, 2015-01-19 Seminar paper from the year 2013 in
the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,7, Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz, course: English Linguistics and the Language Classroom, language: English,
abstract: Of course, there are multiple perspectives in so called Second Language Acquisition (SLA),
which all encompass different hypotheses of how learners acquire a second language. Thus, in this
paper two distinct influential linguistic theories of SLA will be introduced and their main statements
will be clarified. The first one will be the dominant psychological theory of the 1950s and 1960s,
named Behaviorist Learning Theory, with the focus on habit formation. Some years later, in the
1960s and 1970s, a new mentalist paradigm emerged and in regard to this, Krashen’s monitor model
will be outlined. Subsequently, these theories will be discussed in relation to their suitability for the
English language classroom and probably supplemented. Following, direct conclusions of how to
improve language teaching can be drawn.



theories of language acquisition: Age as factor in language acquisition and learning Frederik
Droste, 2013-05-21 Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject Pedagogy - Pedagogic
Sociology, grade: 3,0, University of Vechta, course: Spracherwerbs- und Sprachlehrforschung.
Learning and Teaching Languages, language: English, abstract: [...] At the beginning of the
semester, the students of the course concerned with the topic of “How Languages are Learned”
were asked to give an immediate response to several popular opinions. With the benefit of hindsight,
one of the most interesting responses was that I ascribed much importance to the following
statement: “The earlier a second language is introduced in school programmes, the greater the
likelihood of success in learning.”(cf. L&S, p. xvii), and I am sure that many of my fellow students
agreed strongly as well. After having studied several theories and research findings concerning this
question - the question whether there is the age in which a second language learner should start to
get into contact with a foreign language- I could conclude that this question cannot be answered
simply by “yes” or “no” since there is a great number of factors influencing success. Learners vary a
lot in terms of their brain’s development, their intelligence, their environment in which a second
language is spoken, etc. pp. Furthermore, in order to answer the age-question, it is important to be
aware of a certain goal of second language acquisition. Is it pronouncing words like a
native-speaker? s it being able to take part in conversations? These factors and questions should
thus also be analyzed. Consequently, I would like to present basic theories about this subject as well
as research findings and, as explained above, other factors influencing second language acquisition
in the following. The results will be supported by my own way of acquiring a second language and
will then form the basis for the consequences educators should consider when planning foreign
language lessons. Since we used “How Languages are Learned” by Patsy M. Lightbown and Nina
Spada as an introduction to this topic, my elementary knowledge is based on this book. [...]

theories of language acquisition: Second Language Learning Theories Florence Myles,
Rosamund Mitchell, 2014-02-04 Second Language Learning Theories is an introduction to the field
of second language learning for students without a substantial background in linguistics. Drawing on
the expertise of both a specialist in the teaching of second languages and a linguist specializing in
second language acquisition, this textbook provides an up-to-date introductory survey of the most
active and significant perspectives on the subject. In this new edition, the authors have revised and
updated the text throughout to reflect the substantial developments that have taken place in the
field in recent years. New studies have been incorporated as examples and there is more material on
work in L2 phonology and lexis, as well as syntax. The evaluation sections in each chapter have been
expanded and generally the book is rebalanced in favour of newer material. The first edition quickly
established itself as the textbook of choice for students new to second language learning. The
updates and revisions in this new edition ensure that the book remains as fresh, engaging and useful
as the day it was first published.
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