
the princes in the tower story
The Mysterious Tale of the Princes in the Tower: Unraveling a Dark Chapter in English History

the princes in the tower story is one of England’s most enduring and chilling historical mysteries.
It revolves around the sudden disappearance of two young royal siblings, Edward V and Richard of
Shrewsbury, who were lodged in the Tower of London in the late 15th century. Their fate remains
unknown to this day, sparking centuries of speculation, intrigue, and debate among historians and
enthusiasts alike. This story not only captures the imagination but also sheds light on the brutal
realities of medieval power struggles and the precarious nature of monarchy.

The Context Behind the Princes in the Tower Story

To fully understand the princes in the tower story, it’s essential to consider the turbulent period of
English history in which it took place. The event occurred during the Wars of the Roses, a series of
civil wars fought between two rival branches of the royal House of Plantagenet: the House of
Lancaster and the House of York. This conflict drastically shaped the political landscape of 15th-
century England.

The Rise of Edward IV and His Family

Edward IV, a key figure in the Yorkist cause, ascended the throne in 1461 after defeating the
Lancastrian king Henry VI. His reign marked a period of relative stability, but it was not free from
challenges. Edward married Elizabeth Woodville, a commoner, which stirred controversy among the
nobility but ultimately secured his lineage, producing several children, including Edward V and
Richard of Shrewsbury.

Who Were the Princes?

Edward V was just 12 years old when he was set to ascend the throne following his father’s
unexpected death in April 1483. His younger brother, Richard, Duke of York, was only nine. Both boys
were placed in the Tower of London, which was traditionally used as a royal residence and fortress,
ostensibly for their protection and preparation for Edward’s coronation. However, the tower would
become the setting for one of the darkest mysteries in British history.

The Disappearance of the Princes

The princes in the tower story takes a sinister turn with their sudden disappearance. After Edward IV’s
death, his brother Richard, Duke of Gloucester, was named Lord Protector for the young king. Yet,
within a few months, Richard declared the boys illegitimate, claiming their parents’ marriage was
invalid, and seized the throne himself as Richard III. The princes were never seen publicly again.



Was Richard III Responsible?

One of the most hotly debated questions is whether Richard III orchestrated the disappearance or
murder of his nephews to secure his claim to the throne. Many contemporaries and later historians
accused him of this crime, painting him as a ruthless usurper. This view was famously popularized by
William Shakespeare’s play *Richard III*, which dramatized the king as a villainous figure.

Alternative Theories About the Princes’ Fate

Over the centuries, several theories have emerged attempting to explain the fate of the princes in the
tower:

Richard III’s Guilt: The traditional narrative, suggesting the boys were murdered on his
orders.

Henry Tudor’s Involvement: Some speculate that Henry VII, who defeated Richard III and
became king, may have been responsible to eliminate rival claimants.

Survival Theories: A few accounts suggest one or both princes might have escaped or lived in
hiding under assumed identities.

Other Possible Perpetrators: Various nobles with vested interests in the throne have been
proposed as potential culprits.

Despite extensive research, no definitive evidence has ever been found to conclusively solve the
mystery.

The Archaeological Discoveries and Historical
Investigations

Interest in the princes in the tower story has led to numerous archaeological digs and historical
inquiries aimed at uncovering the truth.

The 1674 Discovery in the Tower

In 1674, workmen renovating the Tower of London discovered two small skeletons buried under a
staircase. These remains were presumed to be those of the princes, and they were reinterred in
Westminster Abbey. However, the bones were never subjected to modern scientific analysis, leaving
their identity unconfirmed.



Modern Forensic Analysis Attempts

In recent years, DNA testing and forensic science have been employed in an attempt to identify the
skeletal remains discovered in the tower and to compare them with known descendants of Edward
IV’s lineage. Unfortunately, due to the age of the remains, contamination, and limited sample
availability, conclusive results have remained elusive.

Historical Records and Chronicles

Aside from physical evidence, historians rely heavily on contemporary chronicles, letters, and official
documents to piece together the events surrounding the princes. These sources often conflict,
reflecting the political bias and propaganda of the time, which further complicates the quest for truth.

Why the Princes in the Tower Story Still Captivates Us

The enduring fascination with the princes in the tower story comes from its blend of royal intrigue,
political betrayal, and unresolved mystery. It embodies the dangers of power in medieval England and
the vulnerability of even the highest-born individuals.

The Impact on English Monarchy and Culture

The disappearance of the princes symbolized the brutal contest for the throne and influenced the
legitimacy of subsequent rulers. Richard III’s controversial reign ended at the Battle of Bosworth Field
in 1485, where Henry Tudor claimed victory, beginning the Tudor dynasty.

Culturally, the story has inspired countless works of literature, drama, and film, keeping public
interest alive across generations. It also serves as a cautionary tale about the perils of unchecked
ambition and the fragility of royal succession.

Visiting the Tower of London Today

For those intrigued by the princes in the tower story, visiting the Tower of London offers a tangible
connection to history. The Tower, with its ancient walls and haunting atmosphere, allows visitors to
imagine the lives—and possible tragic ends—of Edward V and his brother. Guided tours often highlight
this mystery, weaving it into the broader narrative of England’s royal past.

Exploring the Historical Lessons and Reflections

Beyond the mystery itself, the princes in the tower story invites reflection on the nature of historical
truth and how power shapes narratives.



The Challenge of Unbiased History

The story illustrates how history is often written by the victors, with narratives shaped to justify their
actions. Differentiating fact from propaganda requires critical examination of sources and awareness
of historical context.

The Human Cost of Political Rivalries

At its core, the princes in the tower story is a poignant reminder of the human lives caught in the
crossfire of political ambition. The loss of two young boys, whose voices are forever silent in history,
evokes empathy and a sense of tragedy that transcends time.

Whether you are a history buff, a lover of mysteries, or simply curious about England’s past, the
princes in the tower story remains a compelling chapter worth exploring. Its blend of intrigue,
tragedy, and unanswered questions ensures that it will continue to captivate audiences and inspire
debate for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Princes in the Tower?
The Princes in the Tower were Edward V of England and his younger brother Richard of Shrewsbury,
Duke of York, the two sons of King Edward IV.

Why are they called the Princes in the Tower?
They are called the Princes in the Tower because they were confined in the Tower of London in 1483
and subsequently disappeared, leading to their mysterious fate.

What happened to the Princes in the Tower?
The exact fate of the Princes in the Tower is unknown, but they are believed to have been murdered,
possibly on the orders of their uncle, Richard III, who took the throne after their disappearance.

When did the Princes in the Tower disappear?
The Princes in the Tower disappeared in 1483, shortly after their father King Edward IV died and
Richard III became king.

Has the fate of the Princes in the Tower ever been
conclusively determined?
No, the fate of the Princes in the Tower remains one of England's greatest historical mysteries, with
no definitive evidence confirming what exactly happened to them.



Who was suspected of being responsible for the
disappearance of the Princes in the Tower?
Richard III, their uncle and the man who became king after their disappearance, is the most
commonly suspected individual, though other theories suggest different culprits.

Have the remains of the Princes in the Tower ever been
found?
In 1674, bones believed to be those of the Princes were found in the Tower of London and interred in
Westminster Abbey, but modern forensic analysis has not conclusively confirmed their identity.

Additional Resources
The Princes in the Tower Story: An Enduring Historical Mystery

the princes in the tower story has captivated historians, scholars, and the public for centuries,
weaving a tale of intrigue, betrayal, and unresolved questions. This enigmatic episode from late 15th-
century England revolves around the sudden disappearance of two young royal heirs, Edward V and
his younger brother Richard of Shrewsbury, Duke of York, after being confined in the Tower of London.
The mystery surrounding their fate remains one of the most debated and analyzed events in English
history, prompting ongoing investigations and various theories that continue to intrigue and divide
opinion.

Understanding the Context of the Princes in the Tower
Story

The princes were the sons of King Edward IV, a Yorkist monarch whose reign was marked by the
tumultuous Wars of the Roses—a dynastic conflict between the Houses of York and Lancaster.
Following Edward IV’s unexpected death in April 1483, his eldest son Edward V was poised to ascend
the throne. However, being only 12 years old, Edward V's reign was short-lived and fraught with
political maneuvering. His uncle, Richard, Duke of Gloucester, was appointed Lord Protector,
ostensibly to safeguard the young king until he came of age.

The princes were lodged in the Tower of London, then primarily a royal residence rather than a prison,
pending Edward V's coronation. Yet, the coronation never occurred, and shortly thereafter, Richard
declared the princes illegitimate based on a pre-contract of marriage involving Edward IV, thereby
invalidating the boys’ claim. Richard then ascended the throne as Richard III.

Key Historical Figures and Their Roles

- **Edward V**: The elder of the two princes, a boy king whose reign lasted merely a few months.
- **Richard of Shrewsbury, Duke of York**: Edward V’s younger brother and co-resident in the Tower.
- **Richard III**: The boys’ uncle who assumed the throne amid controversy.



- **Elizabeth Woodville**: The boys’ mother, who was sidelined politically following Edward IV’s death.

The Disappearance and Its Aftermath

After the boys entered the Tower in June 1483, they were seen less and less frequently. Historical
records become scant, with the last credible sighting believed to have occurred in the summer of that
year. By the time Henry Tudor (later Henry VII) defeated Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth Field in
1485, the princes had vanished. Their disappearance sparked widespread rumors that they had been
murdered to secure Richard’s claim to the throne.

Theories Surrounding the Fate of the Princes

The princes’ fate remains shrouded in mystery, with several competing theories proposed over the
centuries:

Richard III’s Involvement: The most widely accepted theory suggests Richard III ordered the
princes’ murder to eliminate rivals. This view is supported by contemporary accounts from
Tudor historians, although some argue these sources are biased.

Henry Tudor’s Role: Some speculate Henry VII may have had the princes killed after his
victory to solidify his rule and prevent any Yorkist claimants from challenging him.

Survival Theories: A minority of historians propose that one or both princes escaped or were
secretly removed from the Tower, with some claiming they lived under assumed identities.

Other Suspects: Figures such as the Duke of Buckingham have also been implicated,
suggesting a more complex power struggle behind the scenes.

Evaluating Historical Evidence and Sources

The princes in the tower story is complicated by the scarcity and reliability of contemporary sources.
Much of the narrative comes from later Tudor chroniclers like Sir Thomas More and Polydore Vergil,
whose loyalty to the Tudor regime may have colored their accounts. Conversely, Richard III’s
defenders argue that these accounts unfairly vilify him.

Archaeological efforts have attempted to shed light on the mystery. In 1674, two small skeletons were
discovered beneath a staircase in the Tower of London and were presumed to be those of the princes.
These remains were hastily interred in Westminster Abbey, and no definitive scientific analysis was
conducted at the time. Modern forensic techniques, including DNA testing, have been proposed but
remain limited by the lack of confirmed comparative material.



The Impact of Political Propaganda

The story of the princes has been heavily influenced by political propaganda, both from Tudor and
Yorkist factions. The Tudor dynasty had a vested interest in demonizing Richard III to legitimize Henry
VII’s reign. This has led to a lasting image of Richard as a ruthless usurper, though recent scholarship
and cultural depictions have sought to reassess his legacy in a more nuanced light.

Legacy and Cultural Influence

The princes in the tower story has transcended historical circles to become a potent symbol of lost
innocence, political ambition, and the dangers of power struggles. It has inspired countless works of
literature, theater, and film, most notably in William Shakespeare’s play "Richard III," which
dramatizes the events surrounding the princes’ disappearance.

The narrative continues to resonate in popular culture and academic debate, demonstrating how
unresolved historical mysteries capture the collective imagination. The story also serves as a
cautionary tale about the fragility of royal succession and the human cost of political machinations.

The Princes in Modern Historical Discourse

In recent decades, historians have revisited the princes in the tower story with a more critical and
evidence-based approach. Advances in forensic science, combined with a reevaluation of primary
sources, have opened new avenues for inquiry. Nonetheless, the absence of conclusive evidence
means the story remains a complex puzzle.

Efforts to balance the portrayal of Richard III have led to the establishment of organizations such as
the Richard III Society, which advocate for a reassessment of his reign and actions. Similarly, public
interest in the princes continues to inspire scholarly conferences, exhibitions at the Tower of London,
and educational programs aimed at exploring this controversial chapter in English history.

The princes in the tower story is emblematic of how history and legend entwine, leaving a narrative
that is as much about the human desire for justice and truth as it is about the historical facts
themselves. As new research emerges and perspectives evolve, this enduring mystery invites ongoing
investigation and reflection on the nature of power, legitimacy, and memory.

The Princes In The Tower Story

  the princes in the tower story: Richard III and the Princes in the Tower A. J. Pollard, 1997-08
[This book] explores the story of Richard III and the tales that have been woven around the historic
events; discusses his life and reign and the disappearance of the Princes in the Tower; and assesses
the original sources upon which much of the 'history' is based.-Dust jacket.
  the princes in the tower story: The Mythology of the 'Princes in the Tower' John Ashdown-Hill,
2018-07-15 When was the story of the murder of the ‘princes in the Tower’ put out? What bones

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/the-princes-in-the-tower-story.pdf


were found at the Tower of London, and when? Can DNA now reveal the truth?
  the princes in the tower story: The Princes in the Tower Philippa Langley, 2023-11-19 In
1483, Edward V (age twelve) and his brother Richard, Duke of York (age nine), disappeared from the
Tower of London. History has judged they were murdered on the orders of Richard III. This new
book reveals the truth behind the greatest unsolved mystery in English history. Philippa Langley
took the world by storm when, against all the odds and after a seven-year investigation, she
discovered the grave of King Richard III (1452-1485) in a Leicester car park. A king finally laid to
rest, the rediscovery and reburial of Richard III was watched by a global audience of over 366
million. Now, in The Princes in the Tower, Langley reveals the findings of a remarkable new
research initiative: The Missing Princes Project. In the summer of 1483, Edward V (age 12) and his
brother Richard Duke of York (age 9), disappeared from the Tower of London. For over five hundred
years, history has judged that they were murdered on the orders of their uncle, Richard III.
Following years of intensive research in British, American, and European archives, Philippa has
uncovered astonishing new archival discoveries that radically change what we know about the fate
of the princes in the Tower. Established by Langley in 2016, The Missing Princes Project employs
the methods of a cold-case police inquiry. Using investigative methodology, it aims to place this most
enduring of mysteries under a forensic microscope for the very first time. In The Princes in the
Tower, Langley narrates the painstaking investigative work and research of the project. By
questioning received wisdom, she and her international team of researchers shed light upon one of
history's greatest miscarriages of justice, in turn revealing a surprising and phenomenal untold
story.
  the princes in the tower story: The One Year Book of Amazing Stories Robert Petterson,
2018-10-09 ECPA 2020 Christian Book Award Finalist! You wouldn’t believe it, but . . . James Earl
Jones, the voice of Darth Vader, grew up mute. Michael Jordan was cut from his high school
basketball team. Albert Einstein was bullied mercilessly in school. Beethoven’s mom almost aborted
him. Life takes the strangest sharp turns—and sometimes, U-turns. Robert Petterson—popular
speaker, storyteller, and author—has been a student for his entire life of what God is teaching us
through those real-life U-turns. In this book, he compiles 365 amazing stories that teach lessons you
won’t easily forget. Each entry is written in the rest-of-the-story style popularized by Paul Harvey.
With The One Year Book of Amazing Stories, you’ll marvel at how God has used the lives of these
ordinary people to change the course of human history.
  the princes in the tower story: The Story of Leeds David Thornton, 2013-08-01 A richly
illustrated history that explores every aspect of life in Leeds. This new history of Leeds covers all the
main political, social and economic developments of the city: The Harrying of the North devastated
the surrounding area in 1069; the Civil War saw a battle fought in the town itself; cholera and
typhus epidemics raged in the nineteenth century; the building of the Middleton Railway in 1758
established the oldest railway in the world; and Richard Oastler, the Factory King, launched the
campaign for the Ten Hour Bill in the Leeds Mercury. Due emphasis is given to the place of the wool
textile industry, the principal industry until the twentieth century. The story is brought right up to
date, as are recent changes in the townscape. An intriguing look at this great city's remarkable
history.
  the princes in the tower story: The Story of Stirling Dr Bruce Durie, 2014-11-03 Written by
well-known writer, broadcaster and genealogist Bruce Durie, this book tells the amazing story of
Stirling's history from earliest times to the modern day. Some of the most pivotal moments in
Scottish history occurred in the city's surroundings, including the Battle of Bannockburn – the
greatest military victory in Scottish memory. But there is more to central Scotland's premier city
than a battle, Robert Bruce and William Wallace. Illustrated with over 120 pictures – including 16
colour plates – and filled with curious, interesting and quirky facts throughout, The Story of Stirling
will interest anyone who knows and loves this part of Scotland.
  the princes in the tower story: Unsolved Mysteries Book: 100 Short Stories of History’s
Greatest Unsolved Mysteries Robert Manton, 2024-09-12 Unravel the Puzzles of the Ages Step into



the captivating world of unsolved mysteries and historical enigmas with Unsolved Mysteries Book
100 Short Stories of History’s Greatest Unsolved Mysteries.” This compelling anthology invites you
on an exhilarating exploration through the most perplexing and enduring enigmas that have
intrigued and puzzled humanity for generations. Within these pages, you will delve deep into the
heart of these unsolved mysteries, each one a tantalizing puzzle waiting to be unraveled. From the
shadowy recesses of ancient civilizations to the modern-day conundrums that continue to baffle
experts, this collection offers a thought-provoking and immersive experience. Real Historical Events,
Meticulous Research The tales presented here are grounded in real historical events and have been
meticulously researched to provide an accurate representation of the mysteries discussed. However,
to protect the privacy and identities of individuals involved, certain details and names have been
altered or fictionalized. Unearthing the Secrets of the Past In the depths of history lie countless
mysteries, each one a tantalizing enigma waiting to be unraveled. From the towering stones of
Stonehenge to enigmatic manuscripts like the Voynich Manuscript, these unsolved puzzles have
captivated the human imagination for centuries. Twists and Turns That Defy Explanation Join the
quest to solve the unexplainable as you venture into the heart of mysteries that continue to baffle
experts and enthusiasts alike. From vanished civilizations to unsolved murders, from cryptic
manuscripts to paranormal phenomena, these stories will keep you on the edge of your seat. Unveil
the Unsolved As you turn each page, you'll journey through time and across continents, immersing
yourself in the world's most confounding enigmas. Was Shakespeare who we think he was? What
happened to the lost colony of Roanoke? Who was the real Jack the Ripper? With each tale, you'll be
drawn deeper into the mystique of history's greatest unsolved mysteries. Are you ready to dive into
the unknown? Prepare to embark on a journey like no other. Unsolved Mysteries Book 100 Short
Stories of History's Greatest Unsolved Mysteries is your ticket to a world of intrigue, where the
answers remain elusive, and the mysteries endure. Dare to uncover the truth if you can. Unearth the
secrets. Explore the Enigmas. Discover the unexplained.
  the princes in the tower story: The Story of Boston Richard Gurnham, 2014-03-03 Founded
shortly after the Conquest of 1066, Boston rapidly grew to become the most successful English port
outside of London. The growth of the wool trade in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries led to the
building of St Botolph's, the largest parish church in the country. During the seventeenth century
the town was strongly Puritan, causing some inhabitants to emigrate to America to found the new
city of Boston, Massachusetts. Some of the Pilgrim Fathers were imprisoned in the medieval
Guildhall, which survives to this day. Boston's story is brought right up to date, celebrating the
complete history of this fabulous Lincolnshire town in a volume that will delight locals and visitors
alike.
  the princes in the tower story: The Story of Sheffield Tim Cooper, 2021-11-19 Sheffield's story
is one of fierce independence and a revolutionary spirit, its industrial origins having their roots in
the same forests as the legends of Robin Hood. From Huntsman's crucible steel in the eighteenth
century, to Brearley's stainless steel in the twentieth, Sheffield forged the very fabric of the modern
world. As the industrial age drew to a close the city's reputation for rebelliousness spawned its
popular reputation as capital of the 'People's Republic of South Yorkshire'. Yet in the wake of the
Miners' Strike and the Hillsborough Disaster, the early twenty-first century has seen Sheffield retain
its unique character while reinventing itself as a centre of education, creativity and innovation.
  the princes in the tower story: An Island Story Henrietta Elizabeth Marshall, 1906
  the princes in the tower story: The Story of Southampton Peter Neal, 2014-05-05 The Story of
Southampton is a long overdue and engaging general history of the city, from the earliest times to
the present day, taking into account its unique architectural development and heritage. It not only
looks at the local history, but also how those events had a wider significance – especially in relation
to the sea and communications. Peter Neal has an eye for a telling anecdote, and this, together with
his lively tone and authoritative research, will make the book appealing to anyone who is seeking to
find out more about this fascinating city.
  the princes in the tower story: 'Things new and old'; or, Stories from English history.



Standard 1-7. [With] Scholar's companion Hugh Oakeley Arnold-Forster, 1893
  the princes in the tower story: Stories of a Manchester Street Phil Barton, Elaine Bishop,
2019-04-02 A century on from its original Edwardian construction, this contemporary portrait of a
street in inner Manchester tells the stories of today's residents. Born in eighteen countries from four
continents, the accounts told by the residents themselves narrate their journeys from nomadic
herding in Somalia to conscientious objection in post-war Germany and the UK, and from arranged
marriages in South Asia to arriving from rural Ireland to find work. With a common theme of making
a new life in Manchester, this is an important account of a successful multicultural community in an
ever-divided world. Profiling today's residents alongside those who occupied their homes at the time
of the 1911 census, Stories of a Manchester Street provides a colourful reflection on the changes,
resilience and sense of community that lives just around the corner on our inner-city streets.
  the princes in the tower story: Story Of The World #2 Middle Ages Activity Book Susan
Wise Bauer, 2008-02-26 Presents a history of the ancient world, from 6000 B.C. to 400 A.D.
  the princes in the tower story: Accessing History Britain 1485-1750 Mainstream
Teacher Book Dean Smart, 2005-08 At the heart of this series is the idea that visual resources can
be used to inspire and motivate the full range of student abilities. 'Accessing History' l offers a
wealth of fascinating and colourful images for each of the main study unit periods, with three
separate objectives to use with the images.
  the princes in the tower story: The Princes in the Tower Alison Weir, 1995-07-10 A
“fascinating [and] deeply researched” (The Daily Telegraph) investigation into one of the British
royal family’s greatest mysteries: the murders of young king Edward V and Richard, Duke of
York—from the New York Times bestselling author of The Last White Rose “Weir takes us on this
delicious mystery with a fearsome vengeance.”—Milwaukee Journal Despite five centuries of
investigation by historians, the sinister deaths of Edward V and his younger brother Richard, Duke
of York, remain two of the most gripping mysteries in English history. Did Richard III really kill “the
Princes in the Tower,” as is commonly believed, or was the murderer someone else entirely?
Carefully examining every shred of contemporary evidence as well as dozens of modern accounts,
Alison Weir reconstructs the entire chain of events leading to the double murder. We are witness to
the tumultuous reign of Edward VI, the princes’ father, and the rivalry, ambition, intrigue, and
struggle for power after his death that led to the imprisonment of the princes—and the hushed-up
murders that secured Richard III’s claim to the throne. A masterpiece of historical research and a
riveting story of conspiracy and deception, The Princes in the Tower at last provides a solution to
this age-old puzzle.
  the princes in the tower story: Island Stories Raphael Samuel, 1999-07 Island Stories looks
at the multiplicity of myths that issue from the 4 nations that make up Great Britain. His perspective
brings new meaning to the idea of history revealing how nations use their past to give meaning to
their present and future.
  the princes in the tower story: The Secret History of Chelmsford Paul Wreyford, 2014-08-04
Charles Dickens described Chelmsford as the 'dullest' place on earth and added that there was not a
lot to see here. He was wrong. This book does not focus on what you already know about
Chelmsford, but what you don't. See the county town of Essex in a new light. Did you know
Chelmsford was once close to staging the British Grand Prix, or that two churches fell down in the
same year? Meet the jailer who ended up the wrong side of the bars, or marvel at Skeleton Man. You
can even relive the day a bull went 'shopping' in the high street. Shocking, mysterious, curious and
bizarre, Chelmsford has a rich history waiting to be explored.
  the princes in the tower story: The Story of the Greatest Nations Edward Sylvester Ellis,
Charles Francis Horne, 1913
  the princes in the tower story: Half Hours of English History , 1853
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the 10 official Disney Princes in chronological order, along with the film they appeared in. Now that
you have the list, read on to learn more about these fellows,
Disney Princess - Wikipedia Created by Disney Consumer Products chairman Andy Mooney, the
franchise features a lineup of female characters who have appeared in various Disney films
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