the good doctor by neil simon

The Enduring Charm of *The Good Doctor* by Neil Simon

the good doctor by neil simon stands as a remarkable testament to the playwright’s versatility
and deep appreciation for literary tradition. Unlike many of his other works, which are primarily
contemporary comedies, *The Good Doctor* is a unique theatrical adaptation that draws from the
short stories and anecdotes of the legendary Russian author Anton Chekhov. Neil Simon’s ability to
blend humor, poignancy, and respect for the source material makes this play a fascinating study in
adaptation and storytelling.

Understanding *The Good Doctor* by Neil Simon

When discussing *The Good Doctor by Neil Simon*, it's important to recognize that this play is not a
straightforward narrative but rather a collection of vignettes inspired by Chekhov’s writings.
Premiering in 1973, the play is structured as a series of short comedic and dramatic sketches that
explore the human condition through the lens of Chekhov’s sensibilities, filtered by Simon’s signature
wit.

The Genesis of the Play

Neil Simon was already a celebrated playwright by the early 1970s, known for hits like *The Odd
Couple* and *Barefoot in the Park*. His decision to adapt Chekhov’s works was both an homage and a
creative challenge. Simon took several of Chekhov’s short stories and letters, transforming them into
theatrical pieces that maintain the original’s spirit while incorporating his own comedic timing and
contemporary relevance.

This approach resulted in a play that feels fresh yet timeless, inviting audiences to engage with
classic literature in a more accessible and entertaining way.

Plot and Structure

*The Good Doctor* is not a traditional play with a single, continuous plot. Instead, it is a series of
loosely connected sketches, each featuring different characters and situations. These vignettes often
revolve around themes of human folly, love, loneliness, and the sometimes absurd nature of social
conventions.

One of the notable sketches involves a doctor who is socially awkward yet endearing, highlighting
Simon'’s talent for creating characters that are both humorous and deeply human. The episodic nature
of the play allows for a dynamic pace, with moments of lighthearted comedy balanced by more
reflective and sometimes melancholic undertones.



Thematic Exploration in *The Good Doctor* by Neil
Simon

Neil Simon’s adaptation does more than simply retell Chekhov’s stories; it explores universal themes
that resonate with audiences across different cultures and eras.

Humor and Humanity

At the heart of *The Good Doctor* lies a profound understanding of human nature. Simon captures
the quirks, insecurities, and contradictions that define people. The humor in the play is often gentle
and character-driven, reflecting Chekhov’s own comedic style but with Simon’s modern sensibility.

This blend of humor and empathy makes the play relatable. Whether it's the awkwardness of a doctor
trying to connect with patients or the bittersweet moments of unfulfilled desires, the audience is
invited to see themselves in these characters.

Social Commentary

While the play is primarily comedic, it also subtly critiques social norms and expectations. Many
sketches touch on issues such as class differences, the role of women, and professional frustrations.
Simon’s adaptation highlights how these themes, originally penned in 19th-century Russia, still hold
relevance today.

By using humor as a vehicle for social observation, *The Good Doctor* encourages viewers to reflect
on their own societal structures without feeling lectured or overwhelmed.

Performance and Production Insights

Over the years, *The Good Doctor by Neil Simon* has enjoyed numerous productions worldwide, each
bringing its own interpretation to the material.

Staging and Direction

The episodic format of the play offers directors considerable flexibility. Productions often emphasize
the contrast between comedic and serious moments through lighting, pacing, and staging. Because
the play consists of multiple scenes with different characters, it challenges actors to switch quickly
between roles and tones, showcasing their range.

Minimalist staging is common, allowing the dialogue and character interactions to take center stage.
This focus on performance over spectacle helps maintain the intimate feel of the stories.



Casting and Characterization

Casting for *The Good Doctor* typically requires versatile actors capable of portraying various
characters with distinct personalities. The titular “good doctor” character, often depicted as socially
awkward but well-meaning, is a highlight role that demands both comedic timing and subtle
emotional depth.

Supporting roles range from comedic foils to more tragic figures, providing a rich tapestry of human
experience. This diversity within the cast makes the play a rewarding challenge for performers.

Why *The Good Doctor* by Neil Simon Still Matters

In today’s theatrical landscape, where many plays strive for grand narratives or intense drama, *The
Good Doctor* offers a refreshing reminder of the power of short-form storytelling and character-driven
humor.

Timeless Appeal

The combination of Chekhov’s timeless themes with Simon’s accessible writing ensures that *The
Good Doctor* remains relevant. Its exploration of human vulnerability, social awkwardness, and the
search for connection are universal experiences that continue to resonate.

Learning from Literary Adaptations

For those interested in theater or literature, *The Good Doctor* serves as an excellent example of how
classic works can be adapted thoughtfully for modern audiences. Neil Simon’s respectful yet creative
approach demonstrates the possibilities inherent in adaptation — honoring the original while making
it fresh and engaging.

Tips for Enjoying or Producing the Play

- **For audiences:** Pay attention to the subtle shifts in tone between sketches. The play’s humor is
often understated, rewarding those who appreciate character nuances and clever dialogue.

- **For actors:** Embrace the variety of roles and emotional beats. Flexibility and a keen sense of
timing will bring these sketches to life.

- **For directors:** Consider minimalist staging to focus attention on the performances, and use
lighting to differentiate between the various scenes and moods.

Exploring *The Good Doctor* by Neil Simon is a journey through the heart of human nature, seen
through the lens of two great writers from different eras. Its blend of humor, pathos, and social insight



makes it a gem in the world of theatrical adaptations, inviting each new generation to discover the
enduring charm of both Chekhov and Simon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of ‘'The Good Doctor' by Neil Simon?

'The Good Doctor' is a play that consists of a series of vignettes and short stories inspired by the
works of Anton Chekhov, adapted and written by Neil Simon. It explores human nature, relationships,
and the complexities of life through humor and poignant moments.

How does Neil Simon incorporate Anton Chekhov's work into
'‘The Good Doctor'?

Neil Simon adapts and transforms several of Anton Chekhov's short stories and plays into a cohesive
theatrical piece, maintaining Chekhov's themes of human vulnerability and irony, while adding his
own comedic style and contemporary voice.

When was 'The Good Doctor' by Neil Simon first performed?

‘The Good Doctor' premiered on Broadway in 1973.

What themes are explored in 'The Good Doctor' by Neil
Simon?

The play explores themes such as human folly, love, loneliness, the absurdity of life, and the
bittersweet nature of human relationships, all portrayed through a blend of comedy and drama.

Who are some notable actors who have performed in 'The
Good Doctor'?

Notable actors who have performed in 'The Good Doctor' include Richard Kiley, who starred in the
original Broadway production, as well as various other performers in multiple revivals and tours.

How is humor used in ‘'The Good Doctor' by Neil Simon?

Humor in 'The Good Doctor' is used to highlight the absurdities and contradictions of human behavior,
often blending gentle satire with heartfelt moments to create a balance between comedy and pathos.

What is the significance of the title ‘'The Good Doctor'?

The title 'The Good Doctor' refers to Anton Chekhov himself, who was a physician in addition to being
a writer. The play honors his legacy by adapting his stories and reflecting on the human condition
through Neil Simon's theatrical lens.



Additional Resources
The Good Doctor by Neil Simon: A Theatrical Exploration of Mikhail Bulgakov’s Stories

the good doctor by neil simon stands as a distinctive work in the playwright’'s extensive
repertoire, diverging from his typical contemporary American comedies to adapt the short stories of
Russian author Mikhail Bulgakov. This theatrical piece, first produced in 1973, offers a unique blend of
humor, pathos, and surrealism, reflecting the complexities of human nature and the absurdities of life
under a totalitarian regime. Neil Simon’s adaptation of Bulgakov’s work into a play not only
illuminates the source material’s enduring relevance but also showcases Simon’s versatility as a
dramatist.

Understanding The Good Doctor by Neil Simon

Unlike many of Neil Simon’s original plays, which are often based on his own life experiences or
American cultural settings, The Good Doctor by Neil Simon is an adaptation of short stories by a
Russian writer. Bulgakov’s tales are rich with satire, fantasy, and social commentary, elements that
Simon carefully preserved and translated for the stage. The play is structured as a series of vignettes,
each dramatizing a different story, united by a thematic exploration of the human spirit confronting
absurdity and suffering.

The Good Doctor premiered on Broadway in 1973, and while it did not achieve the blockbuster status
of Simon’s other works like The Odd Couple or Barefoot in the Park, it received critical acclaim for its
imaginative storytelling and emotional depth. The play’s episodic nature, combined with Simon’s gift
for character-driven humor, creates a theatrical experience that is both intellectually stimulating and
emotionally resonant.

Plot and Structure

The Good Doctor by Neil Simon is not a conventional linear narrative but rather a collection of shorter
plays or sketches. Each segment adapts a different story from Bulgakov’s anthology, ranging from
comedic to tragic, often blending elements of the supernatural. This structure allows the audience to
engage with a variety of themes and tones within a single evening of theater.

Some of the notable stories adapted include “The Heart of a Dog,” which explores the absurdity of
scientific experimentation and human identity, and “The Murderer,” which delves into themes of
justice and morality. The characters are often caught in bizarre situations that reveal universal truths
about fear, hope, and the human condition.

Stylistic Elements and Themes

Neil Simon’s adaptation retains Bulgakov’s sharp wit and surrealist touches while infusing the text
with his own brand of humor and accessibility. The Good Doctor employs a mixture of comedy and
drama, often shifting abruptly in tone to keep the audience engaged and reflective. The play’s
episodic form allows for a variety of theatrical styles, from slapstick to dark satire.



Central themes include the clash between individuality and oppressive systems, the nature of
madness, and the search for meaning in an often incomprehensible world. These motifs resonate with
audiences beyond the Soviet-era context of Bulgakov's stories, making the play relevant to
contemporary viewers interested in psychological and political drama.

Comparative Analysis with Neil Simon’s Other Works

The Good Doctor by Neil Simon differs significantly from his more famous Broadway hits, which
typically focus on American middle-class life and interpersonal relationships with a light-hearted tone.
While those plays rely heavily on situational comedy and witty dialogue, The Good Doctor demands a
more nuanced approach to storytelling, incorporating elements of fantasy and historical critique.

This work demonstrates Simon’s ability to adapt and reinterpret source material from a vastly
different cultural background, expanding his artistic range. Unlike The Odd Couple’s fast-paced,

character-driven humor, The Good Doctor’s episodic nature allows for contemplative pauses and a
broader emotional palette, from farcical to poignant.

Pros and Cons of The Good Doctor

e Pros:
o Showcases Neil Simon’s versatility beyond American domestic comedy.
o Highlights the enduring relevance of Bulgakov’s stories through theatrical adaptation.
o Offers a rich blend of humor, fantasy, and social commentary.

o Provides actors with diverse roles requiring a range of emotional expressions.

e Cons:
o Episodic structure may feel disjointed to audiences expecting a traditional narrative.
o Less commercially popular compared to Simon’s original comedies.

o Some cultural nuances of Bulgakov’s Soviet context might be lost or less impactful for
certain audiences.



The Impact and Legacy of The Good Doctor by Neil
Simon

The Good Doctor occupies a distinct niche in theatrical history as a successful cross-cultural
adaptation, bringing Russian literature to an English-speaking stage through the lens of one of
America’s most celebrated playwrights. While it has not achieved the same widespread popularity as
Simon’s more iconic works, it remains a valuable piece for scholars and theater enthusiasts interested
in adaptations and the interplay between literature and drama.

The play continues to be staged in regional theaters and academic settings, appreciated for its
inventive structure and thought-provoking content. It also serves as a gateway for audiences
unfamiliar with Bulgakov’s writing, inviting further exploration of his novels and stories.

Performance and Production Notes

Productions of The Good Doctor often embrace minimalistic staging to emphasize the storytelling and
the fantastical elements of the source material. The episodic format challenges directors to maintain
cohesion and pacing while differentiating each vignette’s tone and style.

Casting requires actors capable of shifting swiftly between comedy and drama, often playing multiple
roles. This versatility is essential to convey the range of moods and characters effectively.

SEO Keywords Naturally Integrated

In discussing the good doctor by neil simon, it is critical to acknowledge its foundation in Mikhail
Bulgakov’s literary legacy. The play’s adaptation of Russian short stories offers a compelling example
of theatrical transformation. Theater enthusiasts searching for Neil Simon’s lesser-known works will
find The Good Doctor a fascinating case study. Additionally, those interested in plays adapted from
literature or exploring Soviet-era themes will recognize its unique position within American theater.
Reviews of The Good Doctor highlight its episodic narrative and blend of humor and surrealism,
making it a noteworthy piece in the canon of dramatic adaptations.

Through this multi-faceted lens, The Good Doctor by Neil Simon continues to intrigue scholars, actors,
and audiences who appreciate theater that challenges conventional storytelling while maintaining
emotional accessibility.

The Good Doctor’s enduring appeal lies in its ability to merge the comedic genius of Neil Simon with

the profound, often dark reflections of Bulgakov’s prose, creating a theatrical experience both
entertaining and intellectually enriching.

The Good Doctor By Neil Simon

the good doctor by neil simon: The Good Doctor Neil Simon, 1974 A collection of vignettes


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/the-good-doctor-by-neil-simon.pdf

including an old woman who storms a bank and upbraids the manager for his gout and lack of
money, a father who takes his son to a house for sex only to relent at the last moment, a grafty
seducer who realizes it is the married woman who is in command, the tale of a man who offers to
drown himself for three rubles, etc.

the good doctor by neil simon: The New York Times Theater Reviews 1997-1998 Times
Books, 2014-10-13 From the musical hits Lion King and Bring In da Noise, Bring In da Funk, to
important new off-Broadway plays such as Beauty Queen of Leenane and Wit, the latest volume in
this popular series features a chronological collection of facsimiles of every theater review and
awards article published in the New York Times between January 1997 and December 1998.
Includes a full index of personal names, titles, and corporate names. Like its companion volume, the
New York Times Film Reviews 1997-1998, this collection is an invaluable resource for all libraries.

the good doctor by neil simon: A Bibliography of Anton Chekhov in English Lauren G.
Leighton, 2005 It is not possible to provide a comprehensive selection of an estimated 350,000
reviews of Chekhov plays, 1994-2003, but an attempt has been made to provide a representative
sampling of reviews in major newspapers and current periodicals. Citations throughout this
Bibliography are full and unabbreviated, the intent being to provide access to each work in every
appropriate category without complicating the search process with confusing cross-listings. Entries
for collections are accompanied by listings of contents in the order given in tables of contents or
alphabetically. Entries for collections provide a base for subsequent listings of individual major
works for addition of subsequent editions, reprints, and re-publications. Translations of plays are
categorized by their most commonly known English titles and cited within categories by the English
title given for a particular translation.

the good doctor by neil simon: Women's Scenes and Monologues Joyce Devlin, 1989

the good doctor by neil simon: Madness on Madrona Drive Louis Flynn, 1977

the good doctor by neil simon: A Chorus Line FAQ Tom Rowan, 2015-09-01 (FAQ). The
ultimate treasure trove of information, A Chorus Line FAQ presents history and fun facts, including:
the unique workshop process through which the show was developed and written, the stories of its
creators, the record-breaking Broadway run and numerous touring productions, and the captivating
movie version. The book also features all-new chapters on the Broadway revival, the two London
productions, and notable regional productions around the country. In addition to a chapter on A
Chorus Line cultural history with a guide to all the pop cultural references in the show the book
includes extensive photos as well as biographical information on the casts of the major productions.
There are also chapters on recordings, previous books on the topic, and the landmark show's
influence on subsequent Broadway musicals and films.

the good doctor by neil simon: Racing in Place Michael Martone, 2011-08-15 Is it truth or
fiction? Memoir or essay? Narrative or associative? To a writer like Michael Martone, questions like
these are high praise. Martone’s studied disregard of form and his unruffled embrace of the
prospect that nothing--no story, no life--is ever quite finished have yielded some of today’s most
splendidly unconventional writing. Add to that an utter weakness for pop Americana and what
Louise Erdrich has called a “deep affection for the ordinary,” and you have one of the few writers
who could pull off something like Racing in Place. Up the steps of the Washington Monument, down
the home stretch at the Indy Speedway, and across the parking lot of the Moon Winx Lodge in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Martone chases, and is chased by, memories--and memories of memories. He
writes about his grandfather’s job as a meter reader, those seventies-era hotels with atrium lobbies
and open glass elevators, and the legendary temper of basketball coach Bob Knight. Martone, as
Peter Turchi has said, looks “under stones the rest of us leave unturned.” So, what is he really up to
when he dwells on the make of Malcolm X’s eyeglasses or the runner-up names for Snow White’s
seven dwarfs? In “My Mother Invents a Tradition,” Martone tells how his mom, as the dean of girls
at a brand-new high school in Fort Wayne, Indiana, “constructed a nostalgic past out of nothing.”
Sitting at their dining room table, she came up with everything from the school colors (orange and
brown) to the yearbook title (Bear Tracks). Look, and then look again, Martone is saying. “You never




know. I never know.”

the good doctor by neil simon: Historical Dictionary of Contemporary American Theater
James Fisher, 2021-07-15 Historical Dictionary of Contemporary American Theater. Second Edition
covers theatrical practice and practitioners as well as the dramatic literature of the United States of
America from 1930 to the present. The 90 years covered by this volume features the triumph of
Broadway as the center of American drama from 1930 to the early 1960s through a Golden Age
exemplified by the plays of Eugene O’Neill, Elmer Rice, Thornton Wilder, Lillian Hellman, Tennessee
Williams, Arthur Miller, William Inge, Lorraine Hansberry, and Edward Albee, among others. The
impact of the previous modernist era contributed greatly to this period of prodigious creativity on
American stages. This volume will continue through an exploration of the decline of Broadway as the
center of U.S. theater in the 1960s and the evolution of regional theaters, as well as fringe and
university theaters that spawned a second Golden Age at the millennium that produced another -
and significantly more diverse - generation of significant dramatists including such figures as Sam
Shepard, David Mamet, Maria Irené Fornes, Beth Henley, Terrence McNally, Tony Kushner, Paula
Vogel, Lynn Nottage, Suzan-Lori Parks, Sarah Ruhl, and numerous others. The impact of the Great
Depression and World War II profoundly influenced the development of the American stage, as did
the conformist 1950s and the revolutionary 1960s on in to the complex times in which we currently
live. Historical Dictionary of the Contemporary American Theater, Second Edition contains a
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than
1.000 cross-referenced entries on plays, playwrights, directors, designers, actors, critics, producers,
theaters, and terminology. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about American theater.

the good doctor by neil simon: I'll Die If I Can't Live Forever Joyce Stoner, Karen Johnson,
William Brooke, 1975 The Improvisaton, I'll Die If I Can't Live Forever, a stage struck revue, music
and lyrics, musical staging by Joyce Stoner, original book concept by Karen Johnson, additional
music, musical direction, and arrangements by William Boswell, designed by Irving Milton Duke,
additional book material by William Brooke.

the good doctor by neil simon: Jack in the Box Jack O'Brien, 2022-11-15 The Tony
Award-winning director gathers memories of people, productions, and problems surmounted from
his fifty-year career in this one-of-a-kind how-to handbook. What do directors do? Jack O’Brien, the
winner of Tony and Drama Desk Awards and the former artistic director of San Diego’s historic Old
Globe theatre, describes it like this: “You stand before a situation in which something is presented to
you. You're afforded a challenge. Like catching an enormous ball. And you respond. You come up
with a vision of some kind. That is, if you respond to the material at all, and one must, or it’s
doomed. You sort of feel that since you relate to the material at hand, you might as well try to be
helpful.” In Jack in the Box, O’Brien’s follow-up to his memoir Jack Be Nimble, the director collects
stories from the many productions he has worked on, the great talents he encountered and
collaborated with (including Tom Stoppard, Mike Nichols, Jerry Lewis, Marsha Mason, and many
others), and the choices he made, on the stage and off, that have come to define his career. With
humor, warmth, and contagious excitement, O’Brien takes the reader by the shoulder, pulls them in,
and tells them how to become a director—or, at the very least, relates an unfailingly honest story of
how he did.

the good doctor by neil simon: The Good Doctor, by Neil Simon , 2010 October 27 -
November 6, 2010 - on cover.

the good doctor by neil simon: The Applause/Best Plays Theater Yearbook 1991-1992 Otis L.
Guernsey, Jeffrey Sweet, 2000-05-01 (Applause Books). The Applause Best Plays Yearbook was
started by Burns Mantle in 1919 and has appeared every year since then, becoming the standard
reference book for American Theater. This volume features synposes and excerpts for the ten best
plays of the 1991-1992 season, including: Conversations With My Father * Crazy for You * Dancing
at Lughnasa * The Extra Man * Fires in the Mirror * Lips Together, Teeth Apart * Mad Forest *
Marvin's Room * Sight Unseen * Two Trains Running. This value-packed volume also includes Al



Hirschfeld's complete gallery of the theater season as well as essays and statistics about the season
around the United States, the Off-Off-Broadway season, the various awards, and more. Also includes
lots of photos from the productions.

the good doctor by neil simon: Operas in English: A Dictionary Margaret Ross Griffel,
2012-12-21 In this revised and expanded edition of Operas in English: A Dictionary, Margaret Ross
Griffel updates her work on operas written specifically to an English text, including not only works
originally in English but also those set to new English librettos. Since the book’s initial publication in
1999, Griffel has added nearly 900 new items, bringing the total number of entries in this new
edition to 4,400, covering the world of opera in English from 1634 through 2011. The front matter
includes a brief history of English opera, to “set the stage” for the dictionary entries that follow.
Listed alphabetically, each opera entry includes alternative titles; a full, descriptive title; the number
of acts; composer’s name; librettist’s name, with original language of the libretto; the source of the
text (date, place, and cast of the first performance); date of composition (if it occurred substantially
earlier than the premiere); similar information for the first U.S. (including colonial) and British
(England, Scotland, Wales) performances; brief plot summary; main characters (names and vocal
ranges, where known); names of noteworthy numbers; comments on special musical problems and
techniques; other settings of the text, including non-English ones; other operas, if any, involving the
same story or characters (cross references are indicated by asterisks). Entries include such
information as first and critical editions of the score and libretto; a bibliography, ranging from
scholarly studies to more informal journal articles and reviews; a discography; and information on
video recordings. Operas in English features four appendixes, a selective bibliography, and two
indexes. The first appendix lists composers, their places and years of birth and death, and their
operas included in the text as entries; the second does the same for librettists; the third records
authors whose works inspired or were adapted for the librettos; and the fourth comprises a
chronological listing of the A-Z entries, including the date of first performance, the city of the
premiere (or composition date if unperformed or performed much later), the short title of the opera,
and the composer. There is a main character index and an index of singers, conductors, producers,
composers of other settings, and other key figures.

the good doctor by neil simon: People are Living There Athol Fugard, 1970

the good doctor by neil simon: Historical Dictionary of Contemporary American
Theater: 1930-2010 James Fisher, 2011-06-01 From legends like Eugene O'Neill, Tennessee
Williams, and Arthur Miller to successful present-day playwrights like Neil LaBute, Tony Kushner,
and David Mamet, some of the most important names in the history of theater are from the past 80
years. Contemporary American theater has produced some of the most memorable, beloved, and
important plays in history, including Death of a Salesman, A Streetcar Named Desire, Barefoot in the
Park, Our Town, The Crucible, A Raisin in the Sun, and The Odd Couple. Historical Dictionary of
Contemporary American Theater presents the plays and personages, movements and institutions,
and cultural developments of the American stage from 1930 to 2010, a period of vast and almost
continuous change. It covers the ever-changing history of the American theater with emphasis on
major movements, persons, plays, and events. This is done through a chronology, an introductory
essay, an extensive bibliography, and over 1,500 cross-referenced dictionary entries. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the history
of American theater.

the good doctor by neil simon: Dancing Man Bob Avian, 2020-02-06 Tony and Olivier
Award-winning Bob Avian’s dazzling life story, Dancing Man: A Broadway Choreographer’s Journey,
is a memoir in three acts. Act I reveals the origins of one of Broadway’s legendary choreographers
who appeared onstage with stars like Barbra Streisand and Mary Martin all before he was thirty. Act
IT includes teaching Katharine Hepburn how to sing and dance in Coco and working with Stephen
Sondheim and Michael Bennett while helping to choreograph the original productions of Company
and Follies. During this time, Avian won a Tony Award as the cochoreographer of A Chorus Line and
produced the spectacular Tony Award-winning Dreamgirls. For a triumphant third act, Avian




choreographed Julie Andrews’s return to the New York stage, devised all of the musical staging for
Miss Saigon and Sunset Boulevard, and directed A Chorus Line on Broadway. He worked with the
biggest names on Broadway, including Andrew Lloyd Webber, Carol Burnett, Jennifer Holliday, Patti
LuPone, Elaine Stritch, and Glenn Close. Candid, witty, sometimes shocking, and always
entertaining, here at last is the ultimate up-close and personal insider’s view from a front row seat at
the creation of the biggest, brightest, and best Broadway musicals of the past fifty years.

the good doctor by neil simon: The Best Plays of 1988-1989 Otis L. Guernsey, Jeffrey Sweet,
2000-02 Covers plays produced in New York, awards, details of productions, prizes, people, and
publications, as well as the editors' choices of the ten best plays

the good doctor by neil simon: The Best Plays of 1989-1990 Otis L. Guernsey, Jeffrey Sweet,
1990-12-01 Contains abridged editions of ten plays

the good doctor by neil simon: Literary Afterlife Bernard A. Drew, 2010-03-08 This is an
encyclopedic work, arranged by broad categories and then by original authors, of literary pastiches
in which fictional characters have reappeared in new works after the deaths of the authors that
created them. It includes book series that have continued under a deceased writer's real or pen
name, undisguised offshoots issued under the new writer's name, posthumous collaborations in
which a deceased author's unfinished manuscript is completed by another writer, unauthorized
pastiches, and biographies of literary characters. The authors and works are entered under the
following categories: Action and Adventure, Classics (18th Century and Earlier), Classics (19th
Century), Classics (20th Century), Crime and Mystery, Espionage, Fantasy and Horror, Humor,
Juveniles (19th Century), Juveniles (20th Century), Poets, Pulps, Romances, Science Fiction and
Westerns. Each original author entry includes a short biography, a list of original works, and
information on the pastiches based on the author's characters.

the good doctor by neil simon: Dust, Drugs and the Depression Hugh Page, 2006-04 A
potpourri of religious fanaticism, sun blotting dust clouds and a crippling depression served to make
me investigate the question: How did [ make my way through this without jail, violence or a mental
hospital? Because of the brutality, I had to learn the meaning of forgiveness. Because of the dust, I
learned to enjoy nature and its beauty. I learned to appreciate the toughness of those surviving the
rigors of the Big Depression. Living with a very taciturn father and mother left me with many
questions. The rewards coming from my tears, the love and caring of friends, both lay and
professional, brought me to a point of reconciliation with myself, despite a family that was torn
asunder. Other rewards included the many stories that came from those zany dust years, writing
passionate essays about the penchant for wars and finally, the development of a feeling of
compassion for those who suffer. The words: All happy families are the same. Unhappy ones differ in
their own way. However, no one needs to live in thrall to an unhappy childhood.
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