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**Psychology: A Very Short Introduction by Gillian Butler**

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler is a compact yet
insightful exploration of the fascinating field of psychology, authored by
the respected psychologist and writer Gillian Butler. This concise guide
offers readers a clear and engaging overview of psychology’s core concepts,
historical development, and contemporary applications. Whether you’'re a
student, a curious reader, or someone interested in understanding human
behavior, this book serves as a perfect starting point.

Understanding the Essence of Psychology through
Gillian Butler’s Lens

Psychology, as a discipline, delves into the study of the mind, behavior, and
mental processes. In *Psychology: A Very Short Introduction*, Gillian Butler
manages to distill this vast subject into accessible language without losing
the depth of its complexity. She invites readers on a journey through the
various branches of psychology-cognitive, developmental, social, clinical,
and more—highlighting how each contributes to our understanding of what makes
humans tick.

Why This Book Stands Out

One of the most compelling aspects of Butler’s book is its ability to balance
academic rigor with readability. Instead of overwhelming readers with jargon,
she uses relatable examples and real-life scenarios. This approach not only
makes the book approachable but also demonstrates how psychological theories
apply to everyday experiences.

Moreover, Butler’s background as a clinical psychologist enriches the text
with practical insights, especially when discussing mental health topics.
Readers gain a nuanced perspective on psychological disorders, therapies, and
the importance of emotional well-being, all woven seamlessly into the
narrative.

The Historical Roots and Evolution of



Psychology

A fascinating part of *psychology a very short introduction gillian butler*
is its brief yet comprehensive history of psychology. The book traces the
origins of psychology from philosophical inquiries about the mind to its
establishment as a scientific discipline in the 19th century.

From Philosophy to Science

Butler explains how early thinkers like Descartes, Locke, and Aristotle laid
the groundwork for understanding human consciousness and behavior. The
transition from philosophical speculation to empirical research marked a
pivotal moment in psychology’s evolution. The establishment of laboratories
by pioneers such as Wilhelm Wundt set the stage for psychology to emerge as a
science grounded in experimentation.

Diverse Schools of Thought

The introduction also covers influential psychological schools such as
behaviorism, psychoanalysis, humanistic psychology, and cognitive psychology.
Butler’s succinct explanations help readers grasp the contrasts and
contributions of each perspective. For instance, behaviorism’s focus on
observable behavior differed sharply from Freud’s psychoanalytic emphasis on
unconscious processes. Understanding these differences is key to appreciating
the field’s rich diversity.

Core Psychological Concepts Explored

In her exploration, Gillian Butler does not shy away from complex
psychological concepts but presents them in an understandable and engaging
manner. Key ideas such as perception, memory, learning, emotion, and
motivation are given thoughtful treatment.

Perception and Cognition

The way humans interpret and make sense of the world is central to
psychology. Butler discusses how our brains process sensory information and
how cognitive functions like attention and problem-solving shape our
experience. She includes examples of common cognitive biases and illusions
that reveal the quirks of human perception.



Memory and Learning

Memory is another topic Butler unpacks with clarity. She explains different
types of memory—short-term, long-term, procedural-and how learning mechanisms
work. This section provides valuable insights into how habits form and how
knowledge is retained or forgotten, making it relevant for both students and
educators.

Psychology in Everyday Life

One of the strengths of *psychology a very short introduction gillian butler*
is its focus on the practical applications of psychological knowledge. Butler
illustrates how psychology influences various aspects of daily living, from
relationships and work to health and personal growth.

Understanding Behavior and Relationships

The book touches on social psychology concepts like conformity, persuasion,
and group dynamics, helping readers understand why people behave the way they
do in social settings. This awareness can improve interpersonal relationships
and communication skills.

Mental Health and Therapy

Given Butler’s clinical background, the discussion on mental health is
particularly insightful. She demystifies common psychological disorders and
explains contemporary therapeutic approaches such as cognitive-behavioral
therapy (CBT). This section encourages empathy and reduces stigma around
mental health issues.

Why Read Psychology: A Very Short Introduction
by Gillian Butler?

If you’re wondering why this slim volume deserves your attention, consider
its unique blend of brevity and depth. It’s an excellent primer that can
spark curiosity and inspire further reading. The book is well-suited for
those new to psychology, as well as readers seeking a refresher on
foundational concepts.



Key Benefits of the Book

e Conciseness: Delivers essential psychological knowledge in a digestible
format.

e Clarity: Uses straightforward language and relatable examples.
e Comprehensiveness: Covers a broad spectrum of psychological topics.

e Practical Insights: Connects theory to real-world issues and mental
health.

e Credibility: Authored by an experienced psychologist with academic and
clinical expertise.

Exploring Related Themes and Further Reading

For those intrigued by Gillian Butler’s approach, there are several related
topics and books worth exploring. Cognitive psychology, developmental
psychology, and clinical psychology offer deeper dives into specialized areas
introduced in this book. Additionally, the *Very Short Introductions* series
by Oxford University Press includes other psychology-related titles that
complement Butler’s work.

Tips for Making the Most of This Introduction

Take notes as you read to highlight concepts that resonate or seem
complex.

Reflect on examples from your own life to see psychology in action.

Use the book as a springboard to explore specific areas of interest,
such as neuropsychology or forensic psychology.

Discuss ideas with friends or in study groups to deepen understanding.

Psychology is a vast and ever-evolving field, but Gillian Butler’s
*Psychology: A Very Short Introduction* provides a welcoming gateway. It
encourages readers to appreciate the science behind human thought and
behavior, fostering a greater sense of self-awareness and empathy for others.
Whether you’re seeking to understand why people act as they do or aiming to



apply psychological principles in your life, this book offers a concise yet
rich resource to guide your exploration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Psychology: A Very Short
Introduction' by Gillian Butler?

The book provides a concise overview of the field of psychology, covering its
key concepts, methodologies, and major areas of study to give readers a
foundational understanding of the subject.

Who is Gillian Butler, the author of 'Psychology: A
Very Short Introduction'?

Gillian Butler is a clinical psychologist and academic known for her work in
cognitive-behavioral therapy and psychology education. She has written
several accessible books aimed at introducing psychological concepts to a
broad audience.

How does 'Psychology: A Very Short Introduction'
differ from other psychology textbooks?

This book is part of the Very Short Introductions series, meaning it offers a
brief, clear, and accessible introduction to psychology, making it suitable
for beginners or those seeking a quick yet informative overview rather than
an in-depth academic textbook.

What topics are covered in 'Psychology: A Very Short
Introduction' by Gillian Butler?

The book covers topics such as the history of psychology, brain and behavior,
perception, memory, development, mental health, and psychological research
methods, providing a broad survey of the discipline.

Is 'Psychology: A Very Short Introduction' suitable
for students new to psychology?

Yes, the book is designed for readers with little or no prior knowledge of
psychology, making it an ideal starting point for students or anyone
interested in understanding the basics of psychology.

What makes 'Psychology: A Very Short Introduction'



by Gillian Butler relevant in today's context?

The book addresses contemporary psychological issues and includes up-to-date
research, helping readers understand how psychology applies to modern life
and current debates in mental health and human behavior.

Additional Resources

Psychology: A Very Short Introduction by Gillian Butler — An Analytical
Review

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler serves as a concise yet
thorough exploration of the complex field of psychology, authored by renowned
clinical psychologist and writer Gillian Butler. This compact volume, part of
the prestigious "Very Short Introductions" series by Oxford University Press,
aims to demystify psychology’s broad scope and diverse methodologies, making
it accessible to both newcomers and those seeking a refresher. Butler’s work
encapsulates the essence of psychological science, offering an insightful
overview that balances historical context, theoretical frameworks, and
practical applications.

Unpacking the Core Themes of Psychology: A Very
Short Introduction

At its heart, psychology is the scientific study of mind and behavior, and
Butler’s introduction carefully navigates this vast terrain. One of the
notable strengths of this book is its systematic approach to presenting
psychology’s foundational concepts, ranging from cognitive processes and
emotional regulation to social interactions and developmental stages. The
narrative consistently underscores how psychological theories have evolved,
influenced by advances in neuroscience, behavioral science, and clinical
practice.

Butler’'s writing style is characterized by clarity and precision, avoiding
excessive jargon without sacrificing depth. This balance is essential in a
field often criticized for being fragmented or overly technical. By
integrating real-world examples and brief case studies, "psychology a very
short introduction gillian butler" transforms abstract ideas into tangible
insights, facilitating better comprehension.

The Historical Context and Evolution of
Psychological Thought

Understanding contemporary psychology necessitates a reflection on its



historical roots, and Butler effectively traces this evolution. From early
philosophical inquiries by figures such as Descartes and Locke to the
establishment of psychology as an experimental science in the 19th century,
the book outlines pivotal milestones. The emergence of structuralism,
functionalism, behaviorism, and psychoanalysis are each succinctly described,
highlighting their contributions and limitations.

Moreover, Butler does not shy away from discussing the paradigm shifts
brought about by cognitive psychology and the rise of neuropsychology. This
historical perspective not only contextualizes current practices but also
illustrates the discipline’s dynamic nature—constantly adapting as new
evidence and technologies emerge.

Key Psychological Approaches and Their Applications

One of the core strengths of "psychology a very short introduction gillian
butler" lies in its balanced overview of major psychological approaches.
Butler explores behaviorism’s focus on observable behaviors and environmental
influences, contrasting it with psychoanalytic theories emphasizing
unconscious processes and early childhood experiences. Likewise, cognitive
psychology’s investigation into mental processes such as memory, perception,
and problem-solving is articulated with clarity.

The book also addresses humanistic psychology’s emphasis on individual
potential and self-actualization, along with contemporary developments like
positive psychology, which seeks to understand well-being and happiness. By
presenting these perspectives side by side, Butler enables readers to
appreciate psychology’s multifaceted nature and the sometimes competing
lenses through which human behavior can be understood.

Features and Strengths of Butler’s Introduction

Butler’s text stands out in several ways. Firstly, the brevity of the book is
a deliberate design choice, catering to readers who require a concise yet
comprehensive primer without being overwhelmed. At approximately 150 pages,
it is accessible for students, educators, and general readers alike.

Secondly, the integration of interdisciplinary insights enriches the
discussion. Butler references findings from biology, sociology, and medicine
to demonstrate psychology’s interconnectedness with other sciences. This
holistic approach reflects current trends in psychological research, where
cross-disciplinary collaboration often leads to more robust understandings.

Lastly, the inclusion of ethical considerations and contemporary challenges
adds a layer of critical analysis. Butler touches upon issues such as the
reproducibility crisis in psychology, the cultural biases inherent in
psychological testing, and the ethical dilemmas faced by practitioners. These



reflections invite readers to engage critically with the material rather than
passively consume it.

Potential Limitations and Critiques

While "psychology a very short introduction gillian butler" excels in many
areas, some readers might find the brevity a double-edged sword. The
conciseness means that complex topics cannot be explored in exhaustive
detail, which may leave those seeking in-depth analyses wanting more. For
instance, certain modern psychological theories and emerging fields like
neurodiversity or digital psychology receive limited attention.

Additionally, the book’s broad scope necessitates a high-level treatment that
may gloss over nuanced debates within subfields. For example, the ongoing
controversies surrounding the validity of certain psychological assessments
or the impact of sociocultural factors on mental health are acknowledged but
not deeply interrogated.

Nevertheless, these limitations are inherent in the format of the "Very Short
Introductions" series and do not detract significantly from the book’s
overall value as an introductory resource.

Who Benefits Most from This Introduction?

"psychology a very short introduction gillian butler" is ideally suited for
several audiences:

e Students: Particularly those new to psychology who require a
foundational overview before delving into specialized textbooks.

e Educators: As a supplementary text that succinctly introduces key ideas
during lectures or seminars.

e General Readers: Individuals interested in psychology’s basic principles
without the commitment to dense academic tomes.

e Professionals in Related Fields: Such as healthcare workers or social
scientists who benefit from a clearer understanding of psychological
concepts relevant to their work.

The book’s accessibility and balanced tone make it a versatile tool across
disciplines.



SEQO Perspective: Integrating Relevant Keywords

From an SEO standpoint, incorporating phrases such as "psychology a very
short introduction Gillian Butler," "psychology overview," "introduction to
psychological theories," and "psychology book review" enhances
discoverability. Additionally, related terms like "clinical psychology
basics," "history of psychology," "cognitive psychology introduction," and
"psychology for beginners" naturally appear throughout the discussion,

helping this article rank well for diverse search queries.

By weaving these keywords seamlessly into the analysis, the article ensures
relevance without compromising readability—a crucial factor in effective
content marketing and academic communication.

Exploring "psychology a very short introduction gillian butler" reveals a
thoughtfully crafted primer that distills the essence of psychology into an
engaging and accessible format. While its brevity imposes certain
constraints, the book’s clarity, interdisciplinary approach, and critical
reflections make it an invaluable resource for a wide range of readers.
Whether used as a starting point for academic study or as a refresher on
psychological concepts, Gillian Butler’s contribution enriches the discourse
surrounding one of the most dynamic fields of modern science.

Psychology A Very Short Introduction Gillian Butler

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Psychology: A Very Short
Introduction Gillian Butler, Freda McManus, 2014-01-23 Psychology is part of everyone's
experience: it influences the way we think about everything from education and intelligence, to
relationships and emotions, advertising and criminality. People readily behave as amateur
psychologists, offering explanations for what people think, feel, and do. But what exactly are
psychologists trying to do? What scientific grounding do they have for their approach? This Very
Short Introduction explores some of psychology's leading ideas and their practical relevance. In this
new edition, Gillian Butler and Freda McManus explore a variety of new topics and ways of studying
the brain. Until recently it was not possible to study the living human brain directly, so psychologists
studied our behaviour, and used their observations to derive hypotheses about what was going on
inside. Now - through neuroscience - our knowledge of the workings of the brain has increased and
improved technology provides us with a scientific basis on which to understand the structure and
workings of the brain, and allows brain activity to be observed and measured. Exploring some of the
most important advances and developments in psychology - from evolutionary psychology and issues
surrounding adolescence and aggression to cognitive psychology - this is a stimulating introduction
for anyone interested in understanding the human mind. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Anxiety: A Very Short Introduction
Daniel Freeman, Jason Freeman, 2012-05-31 Are we born with our fears or do we learn them? Why
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do our fears persist? What purpose does anxiety serve? In this Very Short Introduction we discover
what anxiety is, what causes it, and how it can be treated. Looking at six major anxiety disorders,
the authors introduce us to this most ubiquitous and essential of emotions.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Spanish Literature: A Very Short
Introduction Jo Labanyi, 2010-08-26 This title explores the rich literary history of Spain which
resonates with contemporary debates on transnationalism and cultural diversity. It introduces
readers to the ways in which Spanish literature has been read in and outside Spain explaining
misconceptions, outlining insights of scholarship and suggesting new readings.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: The History of Life: A Very Short
Introduction Michael J. Benton, 2008-11-27 This Very Short Introduction presents a succinct and
accessible guide to the key episodes in the story of life on earth - from the very origins of life four
million years ago to the extraordinary diversity of species around the globe today.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Modernism: A Very Short
Introduction Christopher Butler, 2010-07-29 A compact introduction to modernism--why it began,
what it is, and how it hasshaped virtually all aspects of 20th and 21st century life

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Autism: A Very Short Introduction
Uta Frith, 2008-10-23 What is autism and Asperger syndrome? What are the core symptoms, and
what causes them? How early can autism be recognised and what can be done? Why does autism
seem to be more and more common? Are we all a little bit autistic? This Very Short Introduction
offers a clear statement on what is currently known about autism and Asperger syndrome. Looking
at symptoms from the full spectrum of autistic disorders, and evaluating current evidence from
neuroscience and genetics, this authoritative and accessible book explores the source and nature of
social impairment and exceptional talent. Autism: A Very Short Introduction gives a glimpse of life
seen through the eyes of autism.--BOOK JACKET.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Landscapes and Geomorphology: A
Very Short Introduction Andrew Goudie, Heather Viles, 2010-08-26 Examining what landscape is,
and how we use a range of ideas and techniques to study it, Andrew Goudie and Heather Viles
demonstrate how geomorphologists have built on classic methods pioneered by some great 19th
century scientists to examine our Earth.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Psychopathy: A Very Short Introduction
Essi Viding, 2019-10-24 Psychopathy is a personality disorder that has long captured the public
imagination. Newspaper column inches have been devoted to murderers with psychopathic features,
and we also encounter psychopaths in films and books. Individuals with psychopathy are
characterised in particular by lack of empathy and guilt, manipulation of other people and, in the
case of criminal psychopathy, premeditated violent behaviour. They are dangerous and can incur
immeasurable emotional, psychological, physical, and financial costs to their victims and their
families. Despite the public fascination with psychopathy, there is often a very limited understanding
of the condition, and several myths about psychopathy abound. For example, people commonly
assume that all psychopaths are sadistic serial killers or that all violent and antisocial individuals are
psychopaths. Yet, research shows that most psychopaths are not serial killers, and, equally, there
are plenty of antisocial and violent offenders who are not psychopaths. This Very Short Introduction
gives an overview of how we can identify individuals with or at risk of developing psychopathy, and
how they differ from other people who display antisocial behavior. Essi Viding also explores the
latest genetic, neuroscience, and psychology evidence in order to illuminate why psychopaths
behave and develop the way they do, and considers whether it is possible to prevent or even treat
psychopathy. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Neoliberalism: A Very Short
Introduction Manfred B. Steger, Ravi K. Roy, 2021-01-28 Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp,



Inspiring Anchored in the principles of free-market economics, neoliberalism emerged in the 1990s
as the world's most dominant economic paradigm. It has been associated with various political
leaders from Ronald Reagan, Margaret Thatcher, and Bill Clinton, to Tony Blair, Barack Obama, and
Manmohan Singh. Neoliberalism even penetrated deeply into communist China's powerful economic
system. However, the 2008 Global Financial Crisis and the related European Sovereign Debt Crisis
triggered a decade of economic volatility and insecurity that boosted the fortunes of the 1 per cent
while saddling the 99 per cent with stagnant wages and precarious work. As a result of this Great
Recession, neoliberalism fortunes have waned considerably. This downward trend further
accelerated with the recent surge of national populism around the world that brought to power
outspoken critics of neoliberalism like Donald Trump, Boris Johnson, Jair Bolsonaro, and Narendra
Modi. Is neoliberalism doomed or will it regain its former glory? And what are the major types of
neoliberalism, and how did they evolve over the decades? Responding to these crucial questions, this
Very Short introduction explores the considerable variations of neoliberalism around the world, and
discusses the origins, evolution, and core ideas of neoliberalism. This new edition brings the story of
neoliberalism up to date, and asks whether new versions of neoliberalism might succeed in drowning
out the rising tide of national populism and its nostalgic longing for a return to territorial
sovereignty and national greatness. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Islamic Law: A Very Short Introduction
Mashood A. Baderin, 2021-02-25 Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring Islamic law is
one of the major legal systems in the world today, yet it is often misunderstood, particularly in the
West. It is applicable in different forms as part of state law in countries across the Middle East, Asia,
and Africa, and also has a strong influence on Muslim communities throughout the Western world.
This Very Short Introduction provides an authoritative perspective on the evolution and nature of
Islamic law. Mashood A. Baderin considers its theory, covering the history and nature of Islamic
jurisprudence; its scope, covering Family Law, Inheritance Law, Financial Law, Penal Law, and
International Law; and, finally, its practice. He takes into account both classical and modern
scholarly perspectives in examining the various facets of Islamic law, to provide an overview of this
key legal system. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Montaigne: A Very Short
Introduction William M. Hamlin, 2020-10-01 The French author Michel de Montaigne is widely
regarded as the founder and greatest practitioner of the personal essay. A member of the minor
aristocracy, he worked as a judicial investigator, served as mayor of Bordeaux, and sought to bring
stability to his war-torn country during the latter half of the sixteenth century. He is best known
today, however, as the author of the Essays, a vast collection of meditations on topics ranging from
love and sexuality to freedom, learning, doubt, self-scrutiny, and peace of mind. One of the most
original books ever to emerge from Europe, Montaigne's masterpiece has been continuously and
powerfully influential among writers and philosophers from its first appearance down to the present
day. His extraordinary curiosity and discernment, combined with his ability to mix thoughtful
judgment with revealing anecdote, make him one of the most readable of all writers. In Montaigne:
A Very Short Introduction, William M. Hamlin provides an overview of Montaigne's life, thought, and
writing, situating the Essays within the arc of Montaigne's lived experience and focusing on themes
of particular interest for contemporary readers. Designed for a broad audience, this introduction will
appeal to first-time students of Montaigne as well as to seasoned experts and admirers.
Well-informed and lucidly written, Hamlin's book offers an ideal point of entry into the life and work



of the world's first and most extraordinary essayist.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: The Maya: A Very Short Introduction
Matthew Restall, Amara Solari, 2020-09-21 The Maya forged one of the greatest societies in the
history of the ancient Americas and in all of human history. Long before contact with Europeans,
Maya communities built spectacular cities with large, well-fed large populations. They mastered the
visual arts, and developed a sophisticated writing system that recorded extraordinary knowledge in
calendrics, mathematics, and astronomy. The Maya achieved all this without area-wide centralized
control. There was never a single, unified Maya state or empire, but always numerous, evolving
ethnic groups speaking dozens of distinct Mayan languages. The people we call Maya never thought
of themselves as such; yet something definable, unique, and endlessly fascinating - what we call
Maya culture - has clearly existed for millennia. So what was their self-identity and how did Maya
civilization come to be invented? With the Maya historically subdivided and misunderstood in so
many ways, the pursuit of what made them the Maya is all the more important. In this Very Short
Introduction, Restall and Solari explore the themes of Maya identity, city-state political culture, art
and architecture, the Maya concept of the cosmos, and the Maya experience of contact with
including invasion by outsiders. Despite its brevity, this book is unique for its treatment of all
periods of Maya civilization, from its origins to the present.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Global Islam: A Very Short
Introduction Nile Green, 2020-12-01 This book presents the first comprehensive survey of the
multiple versions of Islam propagated across geographical, political, and cultural boundaries during
the era of modern globalization. Showing how Islam was transformed through these globalizing
transfers, it traces the origins, expansion and increasing diversification of Global Islam - from
individual activists to organizations and then states - over the past 150 years. Historian Nile Green
surveys not only the familiar venues of Islam in the Middle East and the West, but also Asia and
Africa, explaining the doctrines of a wide variety of political and non-political versions of Islam
across the spectrum from Salafism to Sufism. This Very Short Introduction will help readers to
recognize and compare the various organizations competing to claim the authenticity and authority
of representing the one true Islam.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Silent Film: A Very Short Introduction
Donna Kornhaber, 2020-09-01 Encompassing the thirty-five year span between the initial
development of film technology in the mid-1890s and the adoption of synchronized sound in the late
1920s, the cinema's silent era is both one of the most important epochs of film history and one of the
most misunderstood within the popular imagination. In this brief and readable account, these
formative decades come vividly to life. Covering the full scope of the silent era-from the invention of
motion pictures to the rise of the Hollywood studios-and touching on films and filmmakers from
every corner of the globe, Silent Film: A Very Short Introduction offers a window into film's first
years as a worldwide entertainment phenomenon. From groundbreaking early shorts to the
masterpieces of the cinema's classical era, from street-corner nickelodeons to grand movie palaces,
from slapstick to the avant-garde, the silent era's artistic abundance and global variety are here put
on full display. In the story of silent film, we see not just the origins of a new culture industry but
also a legacy of imagination and innovation that continues to profoundly influence the cinema even
to this day. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction
Edward Craig, 2020-09-24 How ought we to live? What really exists? How do we know? This Very
Short Introduction discusses some of the key questions philosophy engages with. Edward Craig
explores important themes in ethics, and the nature of knowledge and the self, through readings
from Plato, Hume, Descartes, Hegel, Darwin, and Buddhist writers. Throughout, he emphasizes why
we do phiilosophy, explains how different areas of philosophy are related, and explores the contexts



in which philosophy was and is done. This new edition includes a new chapter on free will,
discussing determinism and indeterminism in the context of Descartes and Hegel's work. Craig also
covers the Problem of Evil, and Kant's argument on the source of moral obligation. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Dyslexia: A Very Short Introduction
Margaret J. Snowling, 2019-05-23 Since dyslexia was first described in the British Medical Journal in
1896, there has been debate about the definitions and diagnostic procedures used, with some
casting doubt on its very existence. However, there is now a considerable body of research
regarding the nature and characteristics of this relatively common learning disorder. The
contemporary view of dyslexia has emerged from a century of research in medicine, psychology and
more recently neuroscience, and we now understand enough about this learning disorder to guide
policy and practice. This Very Short Introduction provides an accessible overview of this exciting
field of research, beginning with its history, and drawing on testimony from people living with
dyslexia. Considering the potential causes of dyslexia, and looking at both genetic and environment
factors, Margaret Snowling shows how cross-linguistic studies have documented the prevalence of
dyslexia in different languages. Discussing the various brain scanning techniques that have been
used to find out if the brains of people with dyslexia differ in structure or function from those of
typical readers, Snowling moves on to weigh up various strategies and interventions which can help
people living with dyslexia today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Religion: A Very Short Introduction
Thomas A. Tweed, 2020-09-25 Religion plays a central role in human experience. Billions of people
around the world practice a faith and act in accordance with it. Religion shapes how they enter the
world and how they leave it - how they eat, dress, marry, and raise their children. It shapes their
assumptions about who they are and who they want to be. Religion also identifies insiders and
outsiders, who has power and who doesn't. It sanctifies injustice and combats it. It draws national
borders. It affects law, economy, and government. It destroys and restores the environment. It starts
wars and ends them. Whether you notice it or not, religion plays a role in how billions conduct their
lives. We are called, then, to understand this important factor in human life today. Beginning with
the first signs of religion among ancient humans and concluding with a look at modern citizens and
global trends, leading scholar Thomas Tweed examines this powerful and enduring force in human
society. Tweed deftly documents religion as it exists around the world, addressing its role in both
intensifying and alleviating contemporary political and environmental problems, from armed conflict
to climate change. Religion: A Very Short Introduction offers a concise non-partisan overview of
religion's long history and its complicated role in the world today.

psychology a very short introduction gillian butler: Scepticism: A Very Short
Introduction Duncan Pritchard, 2019-09-26 Throughout history scepticism and the urge to question
accepted truths has been a powerful force for change and growth. Today, as we are bombarded by
adverts, scientific studies praising the latest superfoods, and political rhetoric, a healthy amount of
scepticism is widely encouraged. But when is such scepticism legitimate - for example, as a driver of
new ideas - and when is it problematic? And what role might adopting a sceptical outlook play in
leading an intellectually virtuous life? In this Very Short Introduction Duncan Pritchard explores
both the advantages of scepticism, in challenging outdated notions, and also how it can have
unhelpful social consequences, in generating distrust. He considers the role of scepticism at the
source of contemporary social and political movements such as climate change denial, post-truth



politics, and fake news. Pritchard also examines the philosophical arguments for a radical form of
scepticism which maintains that knowledge is impossible, and explores some of the main responses
to these arguments. Finally, he considers the part scepticism might play in applying better thinking
and learning to achieve a more meaningful life. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
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