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Professionalism in Teaching: Elevating Education Through Commitment and Integrity

professionalism in teaching is more than just a buzzword tossed around in educational
circles; it is the cornerstone of effective education and meaningful student engagement.
When teachers embody professionalism, they not only deliver content but also inspire,
mentor, and foster a positive learning environment. This article dives deep into what
professionalism in teaching truly means, why it matters, and how educators can develop
and maintain it in their everyday practice.

Understanding Professionalism in Teaching

Professionalism in teaching refers to the conduct, attitude, and standards that educators
uphold in their role as facilitators of learning. It encompasses a range of qualities including
ethical behavior, continuous learning, effective communication, and dedication to student
success. At its core, professionalism is about respect—for the profession itself, for
colleagues, and most importantly, for students.

The Pillars of Teaching Professionalism

Several key elements underpin professionalism in the classroom:
» Ethical Responsibility: Teachers must adhere to moral principles, ensuring fairness,
confidentiality, and respect in their interactions.

e Expertise and Knowledge: Staying informed about subject matter and pedagogical
methods is essential for delivering high-quality education.

e Commitment to Continuous Development: Professional educators seek ongoing
training and embrace changes in curriculum and technology.

e Accountability: Taking responsibility for student outcomes and reflecting on
teaching practices to improve effectiveness.

e Positive Attitude and Communication: Engaging with students, parents, and
colleagues with openness and empathy fosters trust and collaboration.

Understanding these pillars helps educators align their behaviors and mindset with the
expectations of the teaching profession.



Why Professionalism in Teaching Matters

The impact of professionalism in teaching extends well beyond the classroom walls. It
shapes the educational experience for students and influences the reputation of schools
and the teaching profession as a whole.

Building Trust and Respect

When teachers demonstrate professionalism, they earn the trust of their students and
parents. This trust creates a safe and supportive learning space where students feel valued
and motivated to succeed. Moreover, professional behavior promotes respect among peers
and administrators, fostering a collaborative school culture.

Enhancing Student Outcomes

Professionalism drives teachers to prepare thoroughly, deliver lessons effectively, and
continuously assess and adapt their methods. This dedication results in better
understanding, higher engagement, and improved academic performance among students.

Promoting Lifelong Learning

A professional teacher models the value of lifelong learning. By embracing new knowledge
and skills, teachers inspire their students to adopt a growth mindset, essential for success
in an ever-changing world.

Practical Strategies to Cultivate Professionalism
in Teaching

Developing professionalism is an ongoing journey. Here are some actionable tips teachers
can apply to strengthen their professional practice:

1. Engage in Reflective Practice

Take time regularly to reflect on your teaching methods and classroom management. Ask
yourself what worked, what didn’t, and how you can improve. Reflection fosters self-
awareness and drives meaningful change.



2. Pursue Professional Development Opportunities

Attend workshops, conferences, and training sessions relevant to your field. Staying
updated on educational trends and technologies enhances your competence and
confidence.

3. Maintain Clear and Open Communication

Communicate expectations clearly to students and parents. Be approachable and
responsive to questions or concerns, which helps build strong relationships.

4. Uphold Ethical Standards

Respect confidentiality, treat all students equitably, and avoid favoritism. Ethical behavior
strengthens your credibility and the integrity of the learning environment.

5. Collaborate with Colleagues

Participate in team meetings and share resources or strategies. Collaboration enriches your
teaching practice and contributes to a positive school climate.

Challenges to Professionalism in Teaching and
How to Overcome Them

While the ideals of professionalism are clear, real-world challenges can sometimes
undermine them. Addressing these obstacles head-on can help educators maintain their
professional standards.

Managing Workload and Stress

Teachers often juggle multiple responsibilities, leading to burnout. Prioritizing tasks,
seeking support, and practicing self-care are vital for sustaining professionalism under
pressure.

Adapting to Diverse Student Needs

Classrooms today are increasingly diverse. Professionalism involves being culturally
responsive and differentiating instruction to meet varied learning styles and backgrounds.



Navigating Changing Educational Policies

Frequent policy shifts can be frustrating. Staying informed and flexible, while advocating for
practical changes, helps teachers maintain professionalism amid change.

Professionalism in Teaching Beyond the
Classroom

Professionalism isn’t confined to what happens during lessons; it extends into every
interaction and responsibility a teacher holds.

Role Modeling for Students

Teachers serve as role models. Demonstrating punctuality, respect, and integrity teaches
students valuable life skills by example.

Engagement with the Community

Participating in school events, parent-teacher associations, and community projects reflects
a teacher’'s commitment to the broader educational ecosystem.

Use of Technology and Social Media

Professionalism involves responsible use of digital platforms. Maintaining appropriate
boundaries and using technology to enhance learning while safeguarding privacy is
essential.

By embracing professionalism in teaching holistically, educators not only enrich their
careers but also profoundly impact their students and society. It's a dynamic and rewarding
journey that requires dedication, reflection, and an unwavering commitment to excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key characteristics of professionalism in
teaching?

Key characteristics of professionalism in teaching include subject matter expertise,
effective communication skills, ethical behavior, commitment to continuous learning,
punctuality, and a positive attitude towards students and colleagues.



How does professionalism impact student learning
outcomes?

Professionalism in teaching creates a respectful and organized learning environment, which
fosters student engagement, motivation, and trust. This ultimately leads to improved
student learning outcomes and academic success.

Why is continuous professional development important
for teachers?

Continuous professional development is important because it helps teachers stay updated
with the latest educational research, teaching strategies, and technology, thereby
enhancing their skills and effectiveness in the classroom.

How can teachers demonstrate professionalism in their
interactions with students?

Teachers can demonstrate professionalism by maintaining clear communication, respecting
student diversity, setting consistent expectations, providing constructive feedback, and
being approachable and supportive.

What role does ethical behavior play in teaching
professionalism?

Ethical behavior is fundamental to teaching professionalism as it ensures fairness, integrity,
confidentiality, and respect for students, which builds a trustworthy and positive
educational environment.

Additional Resources

Professionalism in Teaching: A Critical Pillar for Educational Excellence

Professionalism in teaching remains a cornerstone for fostering effective learning
environments and shaping the future of education worldwide. As educational landscapes
evolve with technological advancements and diverse student needs, understanding and
upholding professionalism in teaching has become increasingly vital. This concept extends
beyond the mere delivery of content; it encompasses a complex interplay of ethics,
continuous development, interpersonal skills, and adherence to standards that collectively
enhance educational outcomes.

Understanding Professionalism in Teaching

Professionalism in teaching refers to the conduct, attitude, and approach that educators
embody in their role as facilitators of knowledge and mentors. It involves a commitment to
ethical practices, competence in subject matter, and dedication to the holistic development



of students. Unlike a static concept, professionalism is dynamic and responsive to changes
in pedagogy, culture, and societal expectations.

At its core, professionalism includes adherence to a code of ethics that governs behavior
within the classroom and the broader educational community. This is essential for building
trust with students, parents, and colleagues. Moreover, it involves maintaining
confidentiality, demonstrating fairness, and fostering an inclusive learning environment
that respects diverse perspectives.

The Role of Competence and Continuous Development

One of the fundamental features of professionalism in teaching is the continual
improvement of skills and knowledge. The rapid pace of change in educational technology,
curriculum standards, and teaching methodologies demands that educators engage in
lifelong learning. This might include attending workshops, pursuing advanced degrees, or
participating in peer collaborations.

Data from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) shows that teachers who
engage in ongoing professional development tend to have higher student achievement
rates. This correlation underscores the importance of staying current with educational
trends and evidence-based practices.

Ethical Dimensions and Accountability

Professionalism in teaching is heavily intertwined with ethical responsibility. Teachers are
entrusted with shaping young minds, which implies a duty to uphold integrity, honesty, and
respect. Ethical challenges may arise concerning grading fairness, teacher-student
relationships, or the handling of sensitive information.

Accountability mechanisms, such as performance evaluations, standardized testing
outcomes, and peer reviews, serve to ensure that educators maintain high professional

standards. While these measures can sometimes be contentious, they provide a framework
for assessing teacher effectiveness and reinforcing a culture of professionalism.

Key Elements of Professionalism in Teaching

Identifying the components that constitute professionalism is crucial for educational
institutions aiming to foster excellence.

1. Communication Skills

Effective communication is paramount in teaching. Professional educators must convey
complex ideas clearly and adapt their language to diverse learners. Beyond verbal



communication, professionalism includes active listening and constructive feedback, which
contribute to a supportive classroom atmosphere.

2. Commitment and Reliability

Reliability reflects a teacher’s dedication to their responsibilities, including punctuality,
preparedness, and consistency in enforcing classroom rules. This commitment not only sets
a positive example but also cultivates a stable learning environment.

3. Respect and Empathy

Respect for students’ backgrounds, abilities, and opinions is a hallmark of professionalism.
Empathy enables teachers to connect with students, understand their challenges, and tailor
instruction accordingly. This fosters student engagement and motivation.

4. Professional Appearance and Demeanor

While often overlooked, professional appearance and demeanor influence perceptions of
credibility and authority. A polished, approachable presence can enhance the teacher-
student relationship and reinforce a culture of mutual respect.

Challenges in Maintaining Professionalism

Despite its importance, maintaining professionalism in teaching is not without challenges.
The increasing demands placed on educators—ranging from administrative tasks to
managing diverse classrooms—can strain their capacity to uphold professional standards
consistently.

Workload and Burnout

High workload and burnout are significant obstacles. Educators juggling multiple roles may
struggle to allocate time for professional development or reflective practice. This can lead
to diminished enthusiasm and, ultimately, impact teaching quality.

Balancing Authority and Approachability

Striking a balance between authority and approachability is delicate. Too much rigidity may
alienate students, while excessive leniency can undermine classroom management.
Professionalism requires nuanced judgment to navigate these dynamics effectively.



Adapting to Technological Integration

The integration of digital tools into teaching demands new competencies and ethical
considerations, such as data privacy and equitable access. Teachers must adapt without
compromising core professional values, often requiring targeted training and institutional
support.

Benefits of Upholding Professionalism in
Teaching

The positive outcomes associated with professionalism in teaching extend beyond
individual classrooms and resonate throughout the educational system.

e Improved Student Outcomes: Professionalism fosters environments conducive to
learning, resulting in higher academic achievement and socio-emotional development.

e Enhanced Reputation: Schools known for professional faculty attract better
resources, partnerships, and student enroliment.

» Teacher Satisfaction: Professionalism correlates with job satisfaction, reducing
turnover rates and promoting career longevity.

e Community Trust: Ethical and competent teaching strengthens community
confidence in educational institutions.

Comparative Perspectives on Professionalism in
Teaching

Globally, the interpretation and enforcement of professionalism in teaching vary
significantly. For instance, countries with highly centralized education systems, such as
Finland, emphasize rigorous teacher training and autonomy, contributing to their
consistently high educational rankings. In contrast, regions with less standardized
professional requirements may experience greater disparities in teaching quality.

Research indicates that formal certification processes, ongoing evaluations, and
professional learning communities are effective mechanisms for promoting professionalism.
However, contextual factors—such as cultural norms and resource availability—play crucial
roles in shaping implementation strategies.



Professionalism in Teaching and Policy Implications

Educational policymakers increasingly recognize professionalism in teaching as a lever for
systemic improvement. Policies that mandate credentialing, incentivize professional
development, and establish ethical codes help create accountability structures. However,
these policies must be accompanied by adequate support systems to avoid overburdening
educators.

Furthermore, integrating professionalism into teacher education curricula ensures that new
educators enter the workforce with a clear understanding of expectations. Collaborative
efforts between governments, institutions, and professional associations are essential for
sustaining these initiatives.

The pursuit of professionalism in teaching is a multifaceted endeavor that demands
continuous attention and commitment. As education faces unprecedented challenges and
opportunities, the professional conduct of teachers will remain a defining factor in shaping
not only academic success but also the societal impact of education.

Professionalism In Teaching

professionalism in teaching: Professionalism in Teaching Beth Hurst, Ginny Reding,
1999-06 A brief SES paperback that covers aspects of being a professional: from how to dress; how
to communicate with challenges, parents and students; to professional development.

professionalism in teaching: The Ten Commandments of Professionalism for Teachers
Vickie Gill, 2004-11-17 Finally, educators won't have to trudge forty years through the academic
desert to find the answers to their teaching problems. The Ten Commandments of Professionalism
for Teachers is a perfect 10. Steve Young, Author Avoid many of the professional pitfalls that plague
beginning teachers! All new teachers make mistakes. But if they exhibit a high level of
professionalism, they will be welcomed back. If not, they may be searching for another job or even a
new career. The Ten Commandments of Professionalism for Teachers reveals the unspoken rules of
conduct that help experienced teachers and educators thrive in the classroom, the district, and the
community. Vickie Gill, the best-selling author of The Eleven Commandments of Good Teaching,
explains how to behave in a professional manner with students, other teachers, administrators,
support staff, and parents. Using humor, stories, and personal experiences, she examines the
importance of professional and personal balance, maximizing teamwork, avoiding gossip, and being
a positive role model. Offering advice in a friendly and accessible manner, this practical guide
includes insider information on: Finding a suitable mentor The use and abuse of power After hours
job duties and administrative details Specific ways to use documentation to protect yourself
Continued professional growth Designed primarily for new teachers determined to demonstrate
their professionalism and experienced teachers interested in mentoring, this book is also an
indispensable resource for staff developers, teacher trainers, and administrators.

professionalism in teaching: Thriving As a Professional Teacher Ian Luke, Jan Gourd,
2018-05 Thriving as a Professional Teacherexplores the tensions and balance between developing
the classroom you know will be best for the children you teach, and facing external pressures such
as Ofsted, performance management, Teacher Standards and the need to prepare children for SATs
and other tests. The book locates the professional in the political context before outlining the key
challenges faced and experienced, and laying the foundations necessary for the professional to


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/professionalism-in-teaching.pdf

thrive. An expert team of contributors analyses the differences between professionalism and
'‘professionalisation’, and emphasises the importance of promoting a collaborative, sharing culture to
give you the knowledge needed to challenge and contest competing agendas. Topics covered
include: understanding the impact of policy upon teachers and the teaching profession; developing a
professional identity as a teacher; building resilience and a sense of wellbeing as a teacher; building
and sustaining creativity in the curriculum; safeguarding young people; examining the impact of
globalisation on educational practices. With case studies, opportunities for reflection and clear
chapter summaries woven throughout, Thriving as a Professional Teacher will help you to form a
sustainable identity and to create a teaching and learning environment in which both teachers and
students can thrive. It is an essential read for both trainee and practising teachers.

professionalism in teaching: Professionalizing Your English Language Teaching
Christine Coombe, Neil ] Anderson, Lauren Stephenson, 2020-10-22 Written by leading experts in
the field of TESOL, this book explores the literature on various topic areas and demonstrates how
teachers can increase their levels of professionalism by acquiring some general and field-specific
strategies. Being a teaching professional is not simply about having the right teaching qualifications
and good academic standing, it involves a commitment to being innovative and transformative in the
classroom and helping both students and colleagues achieve their goals. A dictionary definition of
professionalism reads as follows: professionalism is the conduct, aims, or qualities that characterize
or mark a profession or a professional person; and it defines a profession as a calling requiring
specialized knowledge and often long and intensive academic preparation (Merriam-Webster, 2013).
However, according to Bowman (2013), professionalism is less a matter of what professionals
actually do and more a matter of who they are as human beings. Both of these views imply that
professionalism encompasses a number of different attributes, and, together, these attributes
identify and define a professional. The book is primarily intended for teachers at all levels and in all
contexts who are interested in improving their professionalism and developing strategies that can
take them to higher levels in the field of TESOL/ELT.

professionalism in teaching: Exploring Relational Professionalism in Schools Anneli
Frelin, 2013-06-13 How is it that some teachers have just “got it”? They walk into a room and the
atmosphere changes. They get through to students in a way that no-one else can. The author has
sought answers to this question by observing and interviewing teachers from preschool to upper
secondary school levels. Having intensively studied the highly influential but underestimated
relational dimension of teaching, her contention is that these teachers successfully use relational
practices to build educational relationships with their students and educational communities among
them. Moreover, she finds that what may come across as a teacher’s personal traits is actually a
sensible professional approach. These teachers haven’t “got it” - they “get it”. This book explains
how teachers carry out their relational practices, and contains an abundance of everyday examples
from all stages of education. The deep theoretical reasoning departs from these examples to create a
compelling argument for a teacher’s relational professionality that is possible to learn and teach.
New relational perspectives and concepts are introduced for the purpose of facilitating professional
conversations about the profound dimension of relationships in education.

professionalism in teaching: Teaching Medical Professionalism Richard L. Cruess, Sylvia
R. Cruess, Yvonne Steinert, 2016-03-29 This book presents ideas, evidence and guidance for those
interested in using the most recent advances in knowledge about learning and human development
to enhance medical education's ability to form competent, caring and publicly responsible
physicians. It does this by establishing the development of a professional identity in medical students
and residents as a primary goal of medical education. This new approach is emerging from
experience and experiment by medical educators articulating a new way of understanding their
mission. It is an optimistic book - the voices are those of the leaders, theorists and experienced
practitioners who have found in this new approach a promising way to confront the challenges of a
new era in medicine. It summarizes the theoretical basis of identity formation, outlines our current
knowledge of how best to assist learners as they acquire a professional identity, and addresses the



issue of assessment of progress towards this goal.

professionalism in teaching: National Board for Professional Teaching Standards United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Human Resources. Subcommittee on Education,
Arts, and Humanities, 1988

professionalism in teaching: Implementing the Framework for Teaching in Enhancing
Professional Practice Charlotte Danielson, Darlene Axtell, 2009 Presents a teaching tool to help with
application of best practices and with analysis of one's techniques in the classroom, covering
preparation with regard to content and pedagogy; implementing an effective learning environment;
communicating and engaging with students; and professional and administrative responsibilities.

professionalism in teaching: Developing Critical Professional Practice in Education Yvon
Appleby, Ruth Pilkington, 2014 What does it mean to be a professional in education and in other
sectors where education is a focus? How can professional development techniques be implemented
in a variety of settings to the best effect? Over the last decade, many shifts in individual professional
identity and sector requirements in education have been evident. This book engages with current
debates and presents a new model - critical professional development - involving several new
concepts which are mapped clearly to practice and covering the necessary techniques and
approaches. Key organizational challenges and possibilities in implementation are highlighted. In
outlining the new model, the book discusses the theories and perspectives of critical professional
development, from educational policy to practice. Case studies from a range of education sectors
convey unique and richly textured examples of successful professional practice, providing strong
links between teaching and learning and professional development, with approaches that can be
widely adopted and applied in different settings. *** The text as a whole is starkly realistic, scholarly,
and pragmatic rather than idealistic. As the authors concede, the definition of critical
professionalism does not contain any original components; however, it is original in its holistic and
practical conceptualization of professionalism in higher education...The theory proposed in this
volume has wide applicability, and is worthwhile in the fields of theology and religion. - Reflective
Teaching, Wabash Center, June 2015 [Subject: Educational Studies, Professional Development]

professionalism in teaching: Developing a Professional Teaching Service Ian G. Halliday,
1999 This book initiates a debate on how governments, especially in developing nations, can best
enlist the expertise of people with an involvement (or interest) in educating the youth of the nation.
It is directed at Ministers and Permanent Secretaries, policy makers and people in industry,
commerce, tertiary education and teachers.Published with the Association for the Development of
Education in Africa.

professionalism in teaching: The Professional Educator Charles B. Myers, Lynn K. Myers,
1995 This comprehensive and integrative text is designed to introduce teaching as a professional
activity that requires a solid grounding in theory and research, responsible judgment, and lifelong
professional development. It also provides the student a with a foundation in the social,
philosophical, legal, historical, and political aspects of education. The text creates a more practical
learning environment than the standard foundations text through a wealth of vivid examples,
realistic case studies, and opportunities to practice analyzing and applying implications of theory
and research.

professionalism in teaching: Empowering Professional Teaching in Engineering John
Heywood, 2022-05-31 Each one of us has views about education, how discipline should function, how
individuals learn, how they should be motivated, what intelligence is, and the structures (content
and subjects) of the curriculum. Perhaps the most important beliefs that (beginning) teachers bring
with them are their notions about what constitutes good teaching. The scholarship of teaching
requires that (beginning) teachers should examine (evaluate) these views in the light of knowledge
currently available about the curriculum and instruction, and decide their future actions on the basis
of that analysis. Such evaluations are best undertaken when classrooms are treated as laboratories
of inquiry (research) where teachers establish what works best for them. Two instructor centred and
two learner centred philosophies of knowledge, curriculum and instruction are used to discern the



fundamental (basic) questions that engineering educators should answer in respect of their own
beliefs and practice. They point to a series of classroom activities that will enable them to challenge
their own beliefs, and at the same time affirm, develop, or change their philosophies of knowledge,
curriculum and instruction.

professionalism in teaching: The Politics of Professionalism Gary McCulloch, Gill Helsby,
Peter Knight, 2000 Many commentators feared that the UK's Education Reform Act of 1988 sounded
the death knell for teacher professionalism in Britain. This book attempts to answer those questions
by setting the debates in their historical context and by drawing on detailed research of teachers'
work experiences. In the process, it makes a major contribution to our understanding of the politics,
history, and sociology of teaching.

professionalism in teaching: The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Postsecondary
Education, 1989

professionalism in teaching: Professional Ethics and the Teacher Meryl Thompson, 1997
Explores the ethical responsibilities which underlie the profession of teaching, with a view to making
its implicit values more explicit -- p.1. Appendix A is a Draft Code of Ethics.

professionalism in teaching: Dimensions of Professional Learning Amanda Berry, 2007 The
contributors to this volume explore challenges and dilemmas around professional learning that
confront educators in Australia. The book is organised around three dimensions of professional
learning: professionalism, identity formation and communal sites of professional learning. It
addresses important questions. In what ways do policies and practices mediate the construction of 'a
professional' among current and future educators? How do communal spaces shape the professional
learning of educators? What are the tensions that emerge in the construction of professional identity
through professional learning? As a whole, all chapters provide insight into the dynamic nature of
‘professional becoming’.

professionalism in teaching: Teachers Learning Colleen McLaughlin, 2013 This book is part
of The Cambridge Teacher series, edited by senior colleagues at the University of Cambridge
Faculty of Education, which has a longstanding tradition of involvement in high quality, innovative
teacher education and continuing professional development.

professionalism in teaching: Teacher Professional Learning in an Age of Compliance
Susan Groundwater-Smith, Nicole Mockler, 2009-04-29 Teacher Professional Learning in an Age of
Compliance: Mind the Gap examines ways in which practice-based inquiry in educational settings, in
a number of different countries and contexts, can transcend current ways of working and thinking
such that authentic professional learning is the result. The authors contend that education policy,
under pressure from a number of quarters, is retreating into a standardized, audited, and
backward-looking arena, with the advances of more progressive educational philosophy being rolled
back. In an age where practitioner inquiry and action research have often been ‘hijacked’ for the
purposes of broad-based policy implementation, this book offers a rationale for reclaiming the
critical edge so fundamental to inquiry-based professional learning. It examines the potential of
inquiry-based forms of teacher professional learning to contribute to the growth of professional
knowledge for and about teachers’ work. The authors intend that the book will assist in building new
forms of professional knowledge that go beyond the current compliance model - engineered from
less enduring materials - to inform a new model with its foundations in a strong ethical and moral
framework. They also believe that this new model, if implemented, will help to reverse today’s
conservative educational trends and make teacher professional development a force for genuine
progress once again. They have consciously moved away from the celebratory tone of much of the
academic reporting of teacher professional learning, adopting instead a genuinely critical edge. In
covering a wide range of policies and practices from across the international spectrum, they have
allowed themselves the freedom to engage in serious epistemological arguments about the nature of
professional knowledge, as well as how it is constructed and employed.

professionalism in teaching: Handbook of Professional Development in Education Linda



E. Martin, Sherry Kragler, Diana J. Quatroche, Kathryn L. Bauserman, 2015-10-13 This
comprehensive handbook synthesizes the best current knowledge on teacher professional
development (PD) and addresses practical issues in implementation. Leading authorities describe
innovative practices that are being used in schools, emphasizing the value of PD that is instructive,
reflective, active, collaborative, and substantive. Strategies for creating, measuring, and sustaining
successful programs are presented. The book explores the relationship of PD to adult learning
theory, school leadership, district and state policy, the growth of professional learning communities,
and the Common Core State Standards. Each chapter concludes with thought-provoking discussion
questions. The appendix provides eight illuminating case studies of PD initiatives in diverse schools.
professionalism in teaching: Enhancing Professional Development for Teachers National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Center for Education,
Teacher Advisory Council, Committee on Enhancing Professional Development for Teachers,
2007-10-04 Teachers, like other professionals, need to stay informed about new knowledge and
technologies. Yet many express dissatisfaction with the professional development opportunities
made available to them in schools and insist that the most effective development programs they have
experienced have been self-initiated. Enhancing Professional Development for Teachers explores
how the provision of professional development through online media has had a significant influence
on the professional lives of an increasing number of teachers. Growing numbers of educators
contend that online teacher professional development (OTPD) has the potential to enhance and even
transform teachers' effectiveness in their classrooms and over the course of their careers. They also
acknowledge that it raises many challenging questions regarding costs, equity, access to technology,
quality of materials, and other issues. Enhancing Professional Development for Teachers suggests
that teachers be active participants in planning and implementation of any new technologies that
enhance professional development. The book recommends that federal and state policy makers take
on the responsibility of promoting equal access to technology while the federal government and
foundations play an important role by supporting the development, evaluation, and revision of OTPD.
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