
pacing guides for teachers
Pacing Guides for Teachers: A Key to Effective Classroom Management and Student Success

pacing guides for teachers are essential tools that help educators navigate the vast curriculum
while ensuring that every student has the opportunity to grasp the material thoroughly. These
guides act as roadmaps, outlining what content to cover and when, which can make the daunting
task of lesson planning feel more manageable. Whether you’re a new teacher finding your footing or
a seasoned educator looking to refine your approach, understanding how to use pacing guides
effectively can transform your teaching experience.

What Are Pacing Guides and Why Do They Matter?

At their core, pacing guides are structured plans that break down a curriculum into manageable
segments over a specific time frame—typically a semester or school year. They specify which topics
or standards should be taught during each week or month, helping teachers maintain a steady
instructional rhythm. This structure not only keeps educators on track but also aligns classroom
instruction with standardized testing schedules and district expectations.

One of the biggest challenges teachers face is balancing depth versus breadth. Without pacing
guides, it’s easy to spend too much time on one topic and rush through others, leaving gaps in
student understanding. Pacing guides help prevent this by promoting equitable coverage of all
necessary content, ensuring that the learning experience is both comprehensive and coherent.

Benefits of Using Pacing Guides in the Classroom

When implemented thoughtfully, pacing guides offer several advantages:

1. Consistency Across Classrooms

Especially in schools with multiple teachers handling the same subject or grade level, pacing guides
ensure that all students receive instruction on the same material at roughly the same time. This
consistency is critical for maintaining standards and helps facilitate collaboration among teachers.

2. Better Time Management

Teachers often juggle numerous responsibilities—lesson planning, grading, meetings, and more.
Having a pacing guide reduces the guesswork of what to teach next and when to teach it, freeing up
valuable time for other tasks.



3. Enhanced Student Learning

A well-paced curriculum allows students to absorb material thoroughly without feeling rushed. It
also creates natural checkpoints for assessing comprehension, giving teachers opportunities to
revisit challenging topics before moving on.

4. Alignment with Assessments and Standards

Most pacing guides are designed with state standards and standardized testing schedules in mind.
This alignment ensures that instruction is purposeful and targeted toward the skills students need to
master.

How to Create an Effective Pacing Guide

Not all pacing guides are created equal. A generic, rigid schedule may hinder rather than help.
Instead, consider these best practices when developing or adapting pacing guides for your
classroom:

1. Start with the Curriculum Standards

Identify the key standards or learning objectives for your grade level or subject area. These are the
foundational elements your pacing guide should be built around. Organizing content by standards
ensures your instruction remains focused and relevant.

2. Consider Your Students’ Needs

Every class differs in ability and background knowledge. Incorporate flexibility into your pacing
guide to accommodate students who may need extra support or those ready to move ahead.
Reserving buffer weeks or optional enrichment activities can be beneficial.

3. Break Down the Content into Manageable Chunks

Divide the curriculum into units or themes that can be covered within a set number of days or
weeks. This segmentation helps with setting clear goals for each instructional period and makes the
workload more approachable.

4. Factor in Time for Review and Assessment



Don’t underestimate the importance of revisiting material and checking for understanding. Schedule
regular formative assessments, review sessions, and opportunities for remediation to reinforce
learning.

5. Collaborate with Colleagues

Working with fellow teachers can provide insights into pacing strategies that work well. Sharing
pacing guides encourages consistency and can introduce you to new resources or approaches.

Tips for Using Pacing Guides Effectively

Having a pacing guide is just the beginning. To make the most of it, keep these practical tips in
mind:

Be Flexible: Use the guide as a dynamic tool, not a rigid timetable. Adjust pacing based on
student progress and unexpected events.

Integrate Technology: Digital pacing guides or curriculum platforms can streamline updates
and provide easy access to standards, resources, and assessments.

Communicate with Students and Parents: Sharing pacing expectations helps everyone stay
informed and engaged in the learning process.

Reflect and Revise: After each unit, evaluate what worked well and what didn’t. Use this
feedback to refine your pacing for future classes.

Common Challenges with Pacing Guides and How to
Overcome Them

Even with the best intentions, teachers sometimes struggle with pacing guides. Recognizing
potential hurdles can help you navigate them more effectively.

Too Rigid or Too Loose

A pacing guide that’s too strict can stifle creativity and responsiveness, while one that’s too vague
can leave teachers feeling directionless. Striking the right balance is key—use the guide as a flexible
framework rather than a checklist.



Unrealistic Timeframes

Sometimes pacing guides are created without considering real classroom dynamics, such as
interruptions, student absences, or the time needed for deeper exploration of complex topics. Adjust
your pacing to be realistic, and communicate with administrators if the prescribed schedule feels
unattainable.

Lack of Alignment with Assessments

If instruction is paced out of sync with assessments, students may not be adequately prepared.
Ensure your pacing guide aligns with testing dates and review periods so students can demonstrate
their knowledge confidently.

Examples of Pacing Guides Across Different Subjects

Pacing guides can vary widely depending on the subject. Here’s a glimpse of how pacing might
differ:

Elementary Reading

Pacing guides in reading often emphasize foundational skills such as phonics, vocabulary, and
comprehension strategies. Teachers might allocate several weeks to each skill, incorporating a
gradual increase in text complexity.

Middle School Math

For math, pacing guides typically follow a progression from basic concepts to more advanced topics,
like moving from fractions to algebraic expressions. Balancing skill practice with problem-solving
applications is essential.

High School Science

Science pacing guides often segment content by units like biology, chemistry, or physics. Labs and
hands-on activities require careful scheduling to ensure students have ample time for
experimentation and analysis.



Integrating Pacing Guides with Lesson Planning and
Curriculum Mapping

Pacing guides serve as a bridge between broad curriculum goals and daily lesson plans. By aligning
your lesson objectives with the pacing guide, you create a cohesive instructional flow that supports
student learning outcomes. Curriculum mapping further expands this by showing connections across
subjects and grade levels, helping educators build on prior knowledge and skills.

Teachers who use pacing guides alongside curriculum maps often find improved coherence in their
teaching, making it easier to spot gaps or redundancies in instruction. This holistic approach
supports better long-term planning and student achievement.

---

Ultimately, pacing guides for teachers are invaluable tools that, when used thoughtfully, can
enhance instructional effectiveness and student engagement. They provide structure without
sacrificing flexibility, enabling educators to deliver quality education that meets standards while
responding to the unique needs of their classrooms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a pacing guide for teachers?
A pacing guide is a detailed plan that outlines the timing and sequence of instruction for a specific
subject or grade level, helping teachers cover all required standards within a set period.

Why are pacing guides important for teachers?
Pacing guides ensure that teachers allocate appropriate time to each topic, maintain consistency
across classrooms, and help students meet curriculum standards on schedule.

How can teachers effectively use pacing guides in their
planning?
Teachers can use pacing guides to structure lesson plans, identify key learning objectives, monitor
progress, and adjust instruction based on student needs while staying on track.

Are pacing guides flexible for different teaching styles and
student needs?
Yes, effective pacing guides provide a framework but allow teachers to adapt lessons and pacing to
accommodate diverse learners and instructional approaches.



How often should pacing guides be updated or revised?
Pacing guides should be reviewed and updated annually or as curriculum standards change to
ensure they remain aligned with educational goals and student needs.

Can pacing guides help with standardized test preparation?
Yes, pacing guides help teachers allocate sufficient time to cover tested content areas, ensuring
students are well-prepared for standardized assessments.

Where can teachers find or create pacing guides for their
subjects?
Teachers can find pacing guides from district curriculum departments, educational websites, or
collaborate with colleagues to create customized guides tailored to their classroom and standards.

Additional Resources
Pacing Guides for Teachers: A Strategic Approach to Curriculum Delivery

pacing guides for teachers have become an essential tool in modern education, offering a
structured framework that helps educators evenly distribute instructional content over a given
academic period. As classrooms evolve with diverse student needs and standards-driven curricula,
pacing guides ensure that teachers maintain a balanced progression through their subjects without
sacrificing depth or engagement. This article delves into the intricacies of pacing guides, exploring
their practical applications, benefits, potential drawbacks, and how they align with contemporary
teaching methodologies.

Understanding Pacing Guides and Their Role in
Education

At their core, pacing guides for teachers serve as a roadmap for curriculum delivery, outlining what
content is to be taught and when. These guides typically break down yearly or semester-long
curricula into manageable segments, aligning lessons with learning standards and assessment
timelines. By doing so, they help maintain consistency across classrooms and grade levels,
particularly in schools or districts where multiple teachers handle the same subjects.

Pacing guides are often developed collaboratively by curriculum specialists, experienced teachers,
and administrators. Their primary goal is to synchronize instruction with standardized testing
schedules and ensure that all required material is adequately covered before critical evaluation
points. Moreover, pacing guides can function as reflective tools, allowing educators to assess the
effectiveness of their teaching strategies based on the time allocated for each unit.



Key Features of Effective Pacing Guides

A well-constructed pacing guide incorporates several critical elements tailored to support both
instruction and student learning outcomes:

Alignment with Standards: Ensures that the content taught meets state or national
educational benchmarks.

Flexible Timeframes: Provides estimated durations for each topic or unit, allowing room for
adjustments based on classroom dynamics.

Integration of Assessments: Schedules formative and summative assessments strategically
to monitor student progress.

Resource Recommendations: Suggests teaching materials, activities, and supplemental
resources to enrich lessons.

Scope and Sequence Coordination: Clarifies the order in which topics should be introduced
to build upon prior knowledge effectively.

These components collectively help teachers maintain a steady instructional flow while adapting to
real-time challenges in their classrooms.

Benefits of Using Pacing Guides for Teachers

The adoption of pacing guides brings numerous advantages, particularly in structured educational
settings. Educators can leverage these guides to:

Enhance Curriculum Consistency

In larger schools or districts, pacing guides help standardize instruction across multiple classrooms.
This consistency is vital for equitable education, ensuring that all students receive uniform exposure
to essential topics regardless of their teacher or location.

Facilitate Planning and Time Management

Teachers often juggle various responsibilities, including lesson planning, grading, and professional
development. Pacing guides streamline this process by providing a clear timeline for content
delivery, which helps mitigate last-minute lesson preparations and reduces instructional gaps.



Support Differentiated Instruction

While pacing guides offer a framework, they also permit flexibility. Educators can adjust pacing
based on student needs, dedicating more time to challenging concepts or accelerating through
easier material. This adaptability is crucial for fostering inclusive classrooms where diverse learners
thrive.

Improve Student Outcomes

By aligning lessons with assessment schedules and ensuring comprehensive coverage of standards,
pacing guides contribute to improved academic performance. Students benefit from a balanced
workload and clear expectations, which can enhance motivation and engagement.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementing Pacing
Guides

Despite their advantages, pacing guides are not without limitations. Understanding these challenges
is essential for schools aiming to maximize their effectiveness.

Risk of Rigidity

Overly prescriptive pacing guides may constrain teacher creativity and responsiveness. Strict
adherence to timelines can pressure educators to rush through material, potentially sacrificing
depth and critical thinking opportunities.

Varying Student Needs

Classroom diversity means that some students may grasp concepts faster, while others require
additional support. Pacing guides must be flexible enough to accommodate these differences, or they
risk marginalizing certain learners.

Dependence on Accurate Forecasting

Effective pacing relies on realistic estimates of how long topics will take to teach. Misjudgments can
lead to incomplete coverage or insufficient review time before assessments, impacting student
mastery.



Implementation and Buy-In

For pacing guides to function optimally, teachers must perceive them as helpful rather than
restrictive. Professional development and collaborative planning sessions can foster ownership and
smoother integration into instructional practice.

Comparative Perspectives on Pacing Guide Models

Various educational institutions adopt different models of pacing guides, reflecting their unique
priorities and constraints. Some commonly observed models include:

District-Level Pacing Guides: Created centrally to standardize instruction across schools,
these guides often accompany prescribed curricula and testing schedules.

Teacher-Created Pacing Guides: Allow educators to tailor pacing based on their classroom
context, promoting autonomy but potentially leading to inconsistencies.

Hybrid Pacing Guides: Combine district frameworks with teacher input, balancing
standardization with flexibility.

Research indicates that hybrid models tend to yield the best outcomes, as they respect professional
judgment while maintaining alignment with broader educational goals.

Technology and Digital Pacing Tools

Advancements in educational technology have introduced digital platforms designed to facilitate
pacing guide management. These tools enable real-time tracking of progress, integration with lesson
planning software, and collaborative updates among teaching teams. Examples include curriculum
mapping software and learning management systems with pacing features.

Such innovations enhance transparency and allow for dynamic adjustments, a significant
improvement over static, paper-based guides. However, successful adoption depends on adequate
training and infrastructure support.

Best Practices for Developing and Using Pacing Guides

To derive maximum benefit from pacing guides, educators and administrators should consider the
following strategies:

Collaborative Development: Involve teachers in creating pacing guides to incorporate1.



frontline insights and build commitment.

Regular Review and Adjustment: Schedule periodic evaluations of pacing effectiveness,2.
incorporating student feedback and assessment data.

Allow Flexibility: Design guides that permit tailored pacing to meet diverse learner needs3.
without compromising curriculum goals.

Integrate Professional Development: Provide training on interpreting and implementing4.
pacing guides effectively.

Leverage Data Analytics: Use student performance data to inform pacing decisions and5.
identify content areas needing reinforcement.

Implementing these practices promotes a balanced approach that respects both structure and
adaptability.

As education continues to evolve, pacing guides for teachers remain a fundamental component in
orchestrating effective instruction. Their thoughtful application can harmonize curriculum demands
with classroom realities, ultimately fostering richer learning experiences. While challenges exist,
ongoing refinement and technological integration are paving the way for pacing guides to become
even more responsive and impactful tools in the educator’s toolkit.

Pacing Guides For Teachers

  pacing guides for teachers: Teacher Perception of Pacing Guide Use in the Secondary
Classroom Donna Michele Smith Turner, 2015 Historically, teachers have exercised considerable
autonomy in the day-to-day learning that occurs in their classrooms. Now, it is growing increasingly
rare for a teacher to experience this type of professional freedom. In response to high-stakes testing,
national and state academic content standards, and most recently the common core standards,
pacing guides are one of the more recent devices schools are using to implement and monitor
curriculum. The purpose of this research project is to investigate teacher opinion toward these
pacing guides. An online survey called the Pacing Guide Survey was delivered to secondary regular
and special education teachers in core subject areas of mathematics, science, social studies, and
language arts. The teachers were asked about whether or not they use pacing guides, their attitude
and comfort level in using pacing guides, as well as: Information concerning the population of their
high school, such as demographics, enrollment, and single or multiple high schools; Building level
factors, such as professional development initiatives, methods of curriculum monitoring, and pacing
guide development and revisions processes; teacher factors, such as years teaching, years using
pacing guides, confidence in content area, and educational background. Administrators were also
interviewed to form a complete picture of pacing guide development and implementation in the
secondary education environment. Quantitative data were analyzed using bivariate Spearman's rank
order correlation and qualitative data were analyzed using a combination of thematic data analysis
and quasi-statistical methods. Recommendations based on the data collected are: Teachers should
be provided with the flexibility to address student needs in the classroom. Teacher input into pacing
guide development, implementation, and revision process is necessary to ensure that student needs

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/pacing-guides-for-teachers.pdf


are addressed. Team autonomy is key and teacher teams need to be provided with the necessary
support structure to provide meaningful learning experiences for their students.
  pacing guides for teachers: Pacing Guide Le Petit Print Boutique, 2019-10-25 If you are one of
those extraordinary teachers who is responsible for the instruction of all academic subjects in your
classroom, then this practical pacing guide is for you. Now, in one 6 x 9 notebook, you will find a
weekly spread to write down daily instructional timelines on the following subjects: Reading (ELA),
Math, Science, Social Studies and Other. There is also plenty of space for Notes. This is the perfect
guide to stay on track to ensure curricular continuity across schools in the district.
  pacing guides for teachers: Short Cycle Assessment Susan Lang, Betsy Moore, Todd
Stanley, 2013-09-27 This book shows you how to improve student achievement by providing them
with frequent feedback on their work. It provides a step-by-step process to help you write good
questions that asses student learning, design your own formative assessments, administer
short-cycle assessments, analyze and use data to shape instruction, prepare your students for
high-stakes tests, and includes activities and forms to walk you through the process step by step.
  pacing guides for teachers: From Rigorous Standards to Student Achievement Laura Mc
Cullough, 2013-09-27 This book showcases strategies which support teachers and principals as they
implement high standards for students. At the same time, it demonstrates how to meet the needs of
diverse learners.
  pacing guides for teachers: Kim Bailey, Chris Jakicic, 2013-07-23 Leverage teamwork to
integrate the CCSS into your curriculum, and build on a foundational knowledge of PLCs. You’ll gain
a comprehensive understanding of the shifts required to implement the standards in core content
areas and find valuable tips and strategies for creating strong collaborative practices. Identify the
essential standards, determine learning targets, define proficiency, learn how to design rigorous
assessments, and more.
  pacing guides for teachers: Designing and Teaching Fitness Education Courses Jayne Debra
Greenberg, Nichole D. Calkins, Lisa S. Spinosa, 2022 Helps physical educators develop and
implement fitness education courses in their curricula. Includes pacing guides, which act as a
teacher's blueprint throughout a semester, and offers 139 video clips and 211 instructional photos
that show the activities, all of which require no equipment.
  pacing guides for teachers: Curriculum and Teaching Dialogue Chara Haeussler Bohan,
John L. Pecore, Franklin S. Allaire, 2020-08-01 Curriculum and Teaching Dialogue is a peer-reviewed
journal sponsored by the American Association for Teaching and Curriculum. The purpose of the
journal is to promote the scholarly study of teaching and curriculum. The aim is to provide readers
with knowledge and strategies of teaching and curriculum that can be used in educational settings.
The journal is published annually in two volumes and includes traditional research papers,
conceptual essays, as well as research outtakes and book reviews. Publication in CTD is always free
to authors.
  pacing guides for teachers: A ^AStep-By-Step Guide for Coaching Classroom Teachers
in Evidence-Based Interventions Dana D. Marchese, Kimberly D. Becker, Jennifer P. Keperling,
Celene E. Domitrovich, Wendy M. Reinke, Dennis D. Embry, Nicholas S. Ialongo, 2017-04-05 A
Step-By-Step Guide for Coaching Classroom Teachers in Evidence-Based Interventions is a practical
guide for school-based professionals.
  pacing guides for teachers: Curriculum Leadership Allan A. Glatthorn, Floyd Boschee, Bruce
M. Whitehead, Bonni F. Boschee, 2018-07-11 This text helps current and aspiring administrators,
teachers, and curriculum directors successfully restructure, enhance, and implement school K–12
curriculum. Now in its Fifth Edition, this foundational book highlights 21st century educational ideas
and advocacy, while also remaining focused on tried and true strategies for meeting state and
national standards in today’s diverse classrooms. With the support of this thought-provoking and
extensively researched text, readers will develop a working and thorough foundation of curriculum
to effectively implement in the classrooms of the future.
  pacing guides for teachers: Comprehension Instruction, Second Edition Cathy Collins



Block, Sheri R. Parris, 2008-04-22 This comprehensive professional resource and text is based on
cutting-edge research. In each chapter, leading scholars provide an overview of a particular aspect
of comprehension, offer best-practice instructional guidelines and policy recommendations, present
key research questions still to be answered, and conclude with stimulating questions for individual
study or discussion. Coverage includes such timely topics as differentiated instruction, technology
and reading comprehension, teaching English language learners, and the implications of current
neuroscientific findings.
  pacing guides for teachers: The Leader's Guide to Working with Underperforming Teachers
Sally J Zepeda, 2016-03-10 Under increasing pressure in the face of teacher evaluation systems and
accountability measures, schools must focus on those teachers that exhibit marginal to incompetent
teaching behaviors in their classrooms. This book is a vital resource for educational leaders who are
responsible for instructional programs and teacher evaluation. Zepeda’s tried-and-true strategies
will help you take the necessary steps to support and mentor struggling teachers by detecting
underperformance, developing strategies to help teachers, engaging in difficult conversations to
enact plans of improvement, and following legal requirements. The practical tools found in this book
will help teachers improve their instruction, assessment, classroom management, and teamwork.
  pacing guides for teachers: Advocacy for Early Childhood Educators Colleen Schmit,
2020-04-07 Become a better advocate—for your students, for your coworkers, and for yourself—with
the valuable strategies in this accessible guidebook. Written with a candid and humorous style, this
tool kit reinforces why effective early childhood education matters and the positive impact an
effective advocate can have on a child’s classroom experience. Chapters explore how to explain and
support best practices, build relationships with students and families, speak up for English language
learners and students with exceptionalities, reduce coworker conflict and negativity, and reach out
for the help you need. Equipping readers with practical takeaways and everyday examples of what
advocacy in early childhood education actually looks like, Advocacy for Early Childhood Educators is
perfect for teachers, coaches, and anyone seeking effective strategies to become a relentless
advocate for their students, for each other, and for themselves.
  pacing guides for teachers: The Ultimate Student Teaching Guide Kisha N. Daniels,
Gerrelyn C. Patterson, Yolanda L. Dunston, 2013-12-26 Concise and focused on practical strategies,
this engaging, lighthearted guide provides teacher candidates a road map for negotiating the
complex and diverse terrain of pre-K through 12 schools, while providing opportunities to develop
the skills of reflection that are crucial to becoming a successful practitioner. The Second Edition
provides practical, research-based, field-tested strategies that student teachers can immediately
apply as they encounter school concerns, solve classroom challenges, negotiate social conflicts, and,
new to this edition, navigate the job search and interview process. Concluding chapters challenge
readers to view student teaching as a process and to use reflection as a tool for professional growth.
Thoroughly updated throughout, the Second Edition includes expanded coverage of workplace
professionalism, an introduction to accreditation and the Common Core standards, and more.
  pacing guides for teachers: Critical Curriculum Leadership Rose M. Ylimaki, 2011-01-03
Critical Curriculum Leadership explores the formation of curriculum leadership in relation to
broader cultural and political shifts and makes the case for an alternative leadership theory at the
intersection of educational leadership and curriculum studies.
  pacing guides for teachers: Leading With Inquiry and Action Matthew Militello, Sharon F.
Rallis, Ellen B. Goldring, 2009-07-23 This essential guide for educational leaders skillfully blends
scholarship with practice and integrates theory with real-world examples. Through case studies, the
authors show the reader how to develop, support, and improve a collaborative, inquiry-action
process for improving teaching and learning. If we are going to have schools that successfully
educate all students to high standards, then we need principals who translate the lessons of this
book into practice. —Andrew Lachman, Executive Director Connecticut Center for School Change
Enhance learning with a collaborative, inquiry-based system of leadership! With sociopolitical forces
prompting calls for school improvement, school leaders look for ways to expand their expertise in



instructional leadership and strengthen their role in shaping classroom practice. Leading With
Inquiry and Action presents a systematic, ongoing process for collecting information, making
decisions, and taking action to improve instruction and raise student achievement. The authors
illustrate this collaborative inquiry-action cycle with a running vignette of an experienced principal
and offer questions and exercises to guide individual reflection and group discussion. Thoroughly
grounded in research, this book helps administrators: Identify areas for instructional improvement
Determine community-supported solutions and build stakeholder commitment Articulate an action
plan based on multiple data sources Take steps that support teacher development Systematically
evaluate program results Educational improvement requires informed leadership. This practical
guide provides an efficient and functional framework for transforming current or aspiring principals
into inquiry-minded, action-oriented instructional leaders.
  pacing guides for teachers: The 4 X 4 Block Schedule J. Allen Queen, Kimberly Gaskey
Isenhour, 1998 This practical book shows you how to motivate and train teachers, establish
community support, develop new classroom strategies, and measure success of the 4 X 4 block
schedule.
  pacing guides for teachers: Math Know-How Thomasenia Lott Adams, Joanne LaFramenta,
2013-12-10 From two math coaches who really know how Have you ever wished there were a single
resource to help you tackle your most persistent teaching issues once and for all? To engage
students in more meaningful ways? To provide the tools you need to increase students’
understanding of key mathematical concepts? All at the same time! Math coaches Thomasenia Lott
Adams and Joanne LaFramenta have just written it. With the help of this book, you’ll be armed with
the know-how to employ strategies to achieve the CCSS, especially the Mathematical Practices make
purposeful teaching decisions facilitate differentiated instruction teach and learn with manipulatives
use technology appropriately
  pacing guides for teachers: Making Creative Schedules Work in Middle and High Schools
Elliot Y. Merenbloom, Barbara A. Kalina, 2006-12-28 Use creative scheduling strategies to improve
student-teacher relationships and promote more positive learning experiences! Today′s schools are
responding to the pressing need for positive student-teacher relationships that promote successful
learning and prevent dropouts and violence. To meet this challenge, many secondary schools are
reorganizing around smaller schools or houses and structuring longer blocks of learning time.
Authors Elliot Y. Merenbloom and Barbara A. Kalina provide a step-by-step process for leaders and
school teams focused on restructuring to promote more meaningful interaction between teachers
and students. Through troubleshooting know-how, short real-life case stories, and detailed
decision-making and planning charts, this roll-up-your-sleeves working handbook: Offers a thorough
presentation of restructuring options with advantages and disadvantages of multiple models Walks
leaders and teams through the decision-making and solution-building processes Presents
instructional formats and strategies that maximize the benefits of restructured schedules Discusses
how to prepare and communicate with students and parents about changes This practical,
user-friendly book helps teachers, school leaders, curriculum developers, and administrators fashion
a vision that nurtures positive learning experiences and strengthens student achievement.
  pacing guides for teachers: Aligning and Balancing the Standards-Based Curriculum
David A. Squires, 2004-09-22 Full of field-tested implementation tools, this comprehensive handbook
shows how schools and districts can use the Balanced Curriculum process to put their schools on the
track to success.
  pacing guides for teachers: Why Are We Still Doing That? Pérsida Himmele, William Himmele,
2021-09-29 Old habits die hard, particularly when they are part of the unexamined norms of
schooling. In Why Are We Still Doing That?, the best-selling authors of Total Participation
Techniques lead a teacher-positive, empathetic inquiry into 16 common educational practices that
can undermine student learning: * Round robin reading * Teaching to learning styles * Homework as
the default * Using interim assessments as formative assessments * Asking, Does everybody
understand? * Traditional Q&A * Data-driven everything * Publicly displayed data walls * Content



breadth over depth * Adhering to rigid pacing guides * Teaching to test samplers * An analysis-only
approach to reading * Elevating English language arts and mathematics over all other subjects *
Ignoring curriculum experts * Using behavior charts * Withholding recess Pérsida Himmele and
William Himmele provide straightforward, research-informed accounts of what makes each of these
practices problematic. And they share easy-to-implement instructional, assessment, and classroom
management strategies you can use to meet the goals those problematic practices are intended to
achieve . . . without the downsides or the damage. This book is for K–12 teachers at all stages of
their career, including preservice teachers who will be educating the next generation of students.
Read it and reflect on it with colleagues. Use it to focus your own inquiry into what is and is not
working for your students and to replace ineffective and potentially harmful habits with more
positive and effective ones.
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