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Nelson Goodman Languages of Art: Understanding the Symbolism and Meaning in Artistic
Expression

nelson goodman languages of art is a phrase that opens the door to a fascinating
exploration of how art communicates meaning beyond traditional language. Nelson
Goodman, a prominent philosopher of art and aesthetics, revolutionized the way we think
about art by proposing that artworks function as symbolic systems, much like languages.
His groundbreaking book, *Languages of Art*, delves into the complex relationship between
symbols, meaning, and interpretation within visual and musical arts. This article will walk
you through Goodman’s key ideas, highlighting why his perspective remains influential in
both philosophy and art criticism today.

Who Was Nelson Goodman?

Before diving into the core concepts of *Languages of Art*, it’s helpful to know a bit about
Nelson Goodman himself. Goodman was an American philosopher who made significant
contributions to aesthetics, epistemology, and logic. His work in the mid-20th century
challenged conventional views on how art is perceived and understood. Rather than seeing
art as a mere reflection of reality or an emotional expression, Goodman emphasized the
cognitive and symbolic roles art plays in human experience.

What Does "Languages of Art" Mean?

At its heart, Nelson Goodman’s *Languages of Art* argues that artworks are systems of
symbols that convey meaning through established conventions. Just as spoken languages
use grammar and vocabulary to communicate ideas, artworks use what Goodman calls
“notational” systems. These systems consist of symbols and rules that artists employ to
create meaning and that viewers interpret to understand the artwork’s message.

Art as a Symbolic System

One of Goodman’s central claims is that art functions similarly to language because it uses
symbols to represent or stand in for something else. For example, a painting doesn’t just
show colors and shapes; it can symbolize emotions, ideas, or objects. This symbolic
function is governed by conventions that both the artist and audience must understand for
the artwork to be meaningful.

In this sense, Goodman expands the traditional boundaries of language to include visual,
musical, and even theatrical forms. This approach allows us to analyze artworks with the
same precision and rigor we apply to linguistic texts.



Key Concepts in Nelson Goodman’s Languages of
Art

Understanding Goodman’s theory requires grasping several foundational ideas that he
introduces throughout his work.

1. Notation and Representation

Goodman distinguishes between mere representation and notation. Representation might
mean a painting looks like what it depicts, such as a portrait resembling a person. Notation,
however, involves a system where symbols stand for elements according to specific rules.
Musical scores are a prime example: notes on a page don’t look like the sounds they
produce, but they stand for them according to a shared system of musical notation.

This distinction is crucial because it highlights how meaning in art isn’t always about
resemblance or imitation but about symbolic relationships.

2. Syntax and Semantics in Art

Like languages, art has syntax—the rules that govern how symbols are combined—and
semantics—the meanings these combinations convey. Goodman’s insight was to treat
artistic creation as a form of “syntax-building,” where artists arrange symbols to generate
new meanings.

For instance, in a painting, the placement of colors, lines, and shapes follows certain
compositional rules (syntax), which together evoke feelings or ideas (semantics). The
viewer deciphers this symbolic language to interpret the work.

3. Exemplification and Reference

Goodman also explores how artworks can exemplify properties rather than merely refer to
things. For example, a color chart might exemplify various shades without representing any
particular object. This concept helps explain abstract art, where meaning arises from the
properties and arrangements of elements themselves rather than from depicting something
external.

Applications of Goodman’s Languages of Art

The implications of Goodman’s theory extend far beyond academic philosophy. His ideas
influence how artists create, critics analyze, and audiences engage with art.



Art Criticism and Interpretation

Goodman’s framework encourages critics to look beyond surface appearances and consider
the symbolic codes at play in artworks. By understanding an artist’s symbolic language,
critics can offer deeper, more nuanced interpretations. This approach also allows for a more
systematic analysis of art styles, genres, and movements.

Impact on Contemporary Art

Many contemporary artists consciously engage with symbolic systems and conventions in
their work, making Goodman’s insights particularly relevant. His theory helps explain how
non-representational and conceptual art can communicate complex ideas without
traditional imagery.

Educational Perspectives

In art education, Goodman’s languages of art provide tools for teaching students to “read”
artworks as texts full of meaning. This perspective empowers learners to appreciate diverse
art forms and develop critical thinking skills about symbolism and interpretation.

Why Nelson Goodman’s Theory Still Matters
Today

In a world saturated with images, symbols, and signs—from advertising to digital
media—understanding the languages of art is more important than ever. Goodman’s
philosophy reminds us that art is not just decoration or entertainment but a powerful means
of communication that operates through intricate systems of meaning.

By adopting Goodman’s view, we can appreciate the richness of artistic expression and the
cognitive engagement it demands. Whether you’re an artist, scholar, or casual art lover,
exploring the languages of art opens up new ways to connect with creativity and culture.

Tips for Engaging with Art Using Goodman’s Ideas

Look for patterns and conventions: Try to identify recurring symbols or
compositional rules in artworks.

Consider the context: Understanding the cultural or historical background can
reveal the symbolic language used.

Think beyond resemblance: Not all art aims to imitate reality—consider what



properties or ideas the artwork exemplifies.

Be open to multiple interpretations: Like spoken languages, the languages of art
are flexible and can generate diverse meanings.

Exploring Nelson Goodman’s *Languages of Art* enriches our appreciation of how art
speaks to us, inviting us to become active participants in the ongoing dialogue between
creator and viewer.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Nelson Goodman and what is his contribution to
the philosophy of art?
Nelson Goodman was an American philosopher known for his work in epistemology,
metaphysics, and the philosophy of art. His major contribution to the philosophy of art is his
book 'Languages of Art,' where he presents a systematic theory of symbols and
representation in art.

What is the central thesis of Nelson Goodman's
'Languages of Art'?
The central thesis of 'Languages of Art' is that art can be understood as a system of
symbols governed by syntactic and semantic rules, much like language. Goodman argues
that artworks function as notational systems that convey meaning through their symbolic
properties.

How does Goodman distinguish between denotation
and exemplification in 'Languages of Art'?
Goodman distinguishes denotation as a symbol referring to an object or concept, while
exemplification occurs when a symbol possesses a property and also refers to that
property. For example, a color sample denotes a color and exemplifies it simultaneously.

What role does symbol systems play in Goodman's
theory of art?
In Goodman's theory, symbol systems are fundamental to understanding art. He claims that
artworks are constructed using symbols that follow specific syntactic and semantic rules,
enabling them to represent or refer to things, ideas, or experiences.

How does Nelson Goodman address the problem of



representation in art?
Goodman addresses representation by rejecting traditional mimetic theories and proposing
that representation involves the use of symbols within a defined system. He emphasizes
that what makes art representational is the symbolic relationships established by the artist,
not mere resemblance.

Why is 'Languages of Art' considered influential in
contemporary aesthetics?
'Languages of Art' is influential because it provides a rigorous framework for analyzing and
understanding art beyond traditional aesthetic categories. Goodman's emphasis on symbol
systems and semantic content has impacted discussions on interpretation, meaning, and
the cognitive aspects of art.

Additional Resources
Nelson Goodman Languages of Art: Decoding Symbolism and Representation in Artistic
Expression

nelson goodman languages of art stands as a pivotal concept in the philosophy of art,
offering a profound framework for understanding how art functions as a system of symbols
and communication. Goodman’s influential work, particularly his 1968 book *Languages of
Art: An Approach to a Theory of Symbols*, challenges traditional aesthetic theories by
proposing that artworks operate much like languages, governed by syntax and semantics
that enable meaning and interpretation. This article delves into Goodman’s theoretical
landscape, examining the implications of his ideas for art criticism, semiotics, and the
broader understanding of representation in the visual and performing arts.

Understanding Goodman’s Concept of Art as a
Language

At the core of Nelson Goodman languages of art theory is the notion that artworks are not
merely objects of beauty or emotional impact but complex symbol systems akin to
linguistic structures. Goodman argues that to comprehend an artwork is to decode its
symbolic language, which consists of signs and conventions that convey meaning. This
approach shifts the focus from the artist’s intention or the viewer’s subjective response to
the structural properties of the artwork itself.

Goodman introduces the idea of *symbol systems*—sets of symbols governed by rules that
determine how symbols relate to each other and what they signify. Just as natural
languages have grammar and vocabulary, artistic languages have syntax (rules for symbol
arrangement) and semantics (rules for symbol interpretation). This theoretical lens allows
for a systematic analysis of how art communicates and how different art forms—painting,
music, literature—can be compared within a unified framework.



Symbol Systems and the Syntax of Art

In Goodman’s framework, the syntax of an artwork refers to the formal arrangement of its
constituent symbols. For example, in a painting, colors, shapes, and lines function as
symbols arranged according to compositional rules. Unlike natural language syntax, which
is often fixed and universal, the syntax of art is flexible and can vary widely between
different artistic traditions and movements.

Goodman emphasizes that syntax in art is not solely about aesthetics but is integral to
meaning-making. The way symbols are combined influences how the artwork is interpreted.
For instance, abstract art challenges traditional syntax by reconfiguring familiar symbols in
novel ways, prompting viewers to engage with new symbolic relationships.

Semantics: The Meaning Behind Artistic Symbols

Beyond syntax, Goodman’s notion of semantics in art concerns how symbols stand for or
represent something beyond themselves. However, Goodman challenges the simplistic idea
that artworks merely imitate reality. Instead, he contends that representation is a matter of
*denotation*—the capacity of symbols to refer to objects or ideas—and
*exemplification*—whereby an artwork demonstrates certain properties or qualities.

This dual aspect of representation complicates traditional mimetic theories that equate art
with imitation. According to Goodman, an artwork’s meaning arises not from copying the
world but from its place within a symbolic system that allows for multiple layers of
reference and interpretation. This insight has significant implications for understanding
modern and contemporary art forms that often eschew direct representation.

Comparative Perspectives: Goodman’s Theory vs.
Traditional Aesthetics

Nelson Goodman languages of art theory marks a departure from classical aesthetics
rooted in notions of beauty, emotional expression, and artistic genius. Traditional theories
often prioritize the subjective experience or the artist’s creative intention as the primary
means of interpreting art. In contrast, Goodman’s analytic approach grounds interpretation
in the objective features of the artwork’s symbolic structure.

This shift aligns Goodman with the broader movement of analytic philosophy, which seeks
clarity and rigor in understanding concepts that have historically been vague or contested.
It also resonates with semiotics, the study of signs and symbols in communication,
positioning art as a form of language that can be systematically decoded rather than
merely felt or admired.

However, Goodman’s model is not without its critiques. Some argue that reducing art to a
language risks overlooking the emotional, cultural, and historical contexts that deeply
influence artistic meaning. Others contend that the analogy between art and language may



be limited, given the unique experiential qualities of art that resist linguistic codification.

Pros and Cons of Viewing Art as a Language

Pros:

Enables systematic analysis of artworks across different media.

Clarifies the mechanisms of representation beyond mere imitation.

Facilitates cross-cultural comparisons by focusing on symbol systems.

Promotes an objective framework that complements subjective interpretation.

Cons:

May underplay the affective and experiential dimensions of art.

Risk of over-intellectualizing artistic appreciation.

Potentially neglects the socio-historical context in which artworks emerge.

Not all art forms conform neatly to linguistic analogies.

Impact and Relevance of Goodman’s Languages
of Art Today

Nelson Goodman languages of art continues to influence contemporary debates in
aesthetics, art criticism, and cognitive science. His emphasis on symbolic systems has been
instrumental in advancing semiotic analyses of visual culture, particularly in an era
dominated by multimedia and digital art forms where traditional boundaries of
representation are fluid.

Moreover, Goodman’s ideas intersect with contemporary discussions on how meaning is
constructed and communicated in an increasingly visual and interconnected world. The
notion that artworks function as languages with their own grammars and vocabularies
invites ongoing exploration into how cultural codes evolve and how audiences decode
messages across diverse artistic practices.

In museum studies and art education, Goodman’s theory encourages a pedagogical shift



toward teaching the "languages" of art, empowering viewers to become active interpreters
rather than passive observers. This aligns with broader trends in critical theory that
emphasize the participatory role of audiences in meaning-making.

Applications in Digital and Interactive Art

With the rise of digital media, Goodman’s conceptualization of art as a language gains
renewed relevance. Interactive installations, virtual reality experiences, and algorithmic art
rely heavily on symbolic systems that engage viewers in decoding and interpreting layered
meanings. The syntax and semantics of these new art forms can be complex, incorporating
elements like user input, real-time data, and multimedia integration.

Goodman’s framework provides tools to analyze these multifaceted languages, offering
insights into how digital art communicates and how meaning is constructed in non-
traditional formats. This makes his theory an essential reference point for artists, critics,
and scholars navigating the evolving landscape of art in the 21st century.

Nelson Goodman’s *Languages of Art* remains a foundational text that challenges
conventional wisdom about art and representation. By treating artworks as symbolic
languages, Goodman opens up a rich territory for analysis that bridges philosophy,
semiotics, and aesthetics—inviting ongoing inquiry into the ways art speaks to us across
time and culture.
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  nelson goodman languages of art: Languages of Art Nelson Goodman, 1976-01-01 Like
Dewey, he has revolted against the empiricist dogma and the Kantian dualisms which have
compartmentalized philosophical thought. . . . Unlike Dewey, he has provided detailed incisive
argumentation, and has shown just where the dogmas and dualisms break down. --Richard Rorty,
The Yale Review
  nelson goodman languages of art: Languages of Art Nelson Goodman, 1976 'Like Dewey,
he has revolted against the empiricist dogma and the Kantian dualisms which have
compartmentalized philosophical thought. . . . Unlike Dewey, he has provided detailed incisive
argumentation, and has shown just where the dogmas and dualisms break down.' --Richard Rorty,
The Yale Review.--
  nelson goodman languages of art: Review of Nelson Goodman, Languages of art ... Josette
Rey-Debove, 1971
  nelson goodman languages of art: A Critical Examination of Nelson Goodman's
Languages of Art Sheldon Saul Richmond, 1976
  nelson goodman languages of art: Of Mind and Other Matters Nelson Goodman, 1984 This
book displays both the remarkable diversity of Goodman's concerns and the essential unity of his
thought. As a whole the volume will serve as a concise introduction to Goodman's thought for
general readers, and will develop its more recent unfoldings for those philosophers and others who
have grown wiser with his books over the years.
  nelson goodman languages of art: The Language of Art History Salim Kemal, Ivan Gaskell,
1991 The first volume in the series Cambridge Studies in Philosophy and the Arts offers a range of
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responses by distinguished philosophers and art historians to some crucial issues generated by the
relationship between the art object and language in art history. Each of the chapters in this volume
is a searching response to theoretical and practical questions in terms accessible to readers of all
human science disciplines. The editors, one a philosopher and one an art historian, provide an
introductory chapter which outlines the themes of the volume and explicates the terms in which they
are discussed. The contributors open new avenues of enquiry involving concepts of 'presence',
'projective properties', visual conventions and syntax, and the appropriateness of figurative language
in accounting for visual art. The issues they discuss will challenge the boundaries to thought that
some contemporary theorising sustains.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Nelson Goodman's Philosophy of Art Catherine Z. Elgin,
1997 A challenger of traditions and boundaries A pivotal figure in 20th-century philosophy, Nelson
Goodman has made seminal contributions to metaphysics, epistemology, aesthetics, and the
philosophy of language, with surprising connections that cut across traditional boundaries. In the
early 1950s, Goodman, Quine, and White published a series of papers that threatened to torpedo
fundamental assumptions of traditional philosophy. They advocated repudiating analyticity,
necessity, and prior assumptions. Some philosophers, realizing the seismic effects repudiation would
cause, argued that philosophy should retain the familiar framework. Others considered the
arguments compelling, but despaired of doing philosophy without the framework. Goodman
disagreed with both factions. Rather than regretting the loss of structure, he capitalized on the
opportunities that arise when the strictures of tradition are loosened.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Languages of Art Nelson Goodman, 1968
  nelson goodman languages of art: Understanding and Conscious Experience Andrei Ionuț
Mărăşoiu, Mircea Dumitru, 2024-09-02 This volume explores how understanding relates to conscious
experience. In doing so, it builds bridges between different philosophical disciplines and provides a
metaphysically robust characterization of understanding, both in and beyond science. The past two
decades have witnessed growing interest from epistemologists, philosophers of science,
philosophers of mind and ethicists in the nature and value of intellectual understanding. This volume
features original essays on understanding and the phenomenal experiences that underlie it. The
chapters are divided into three thematic sections. Part 1 provides theoretical characterizations of
understanding, including Henk de Regt’s defense of a contextual theory of scientific understanding
and a debate on whether scientific inference and explanatory power are necessary or central
features of understanding. Part 2 explores how conscious experience and understanding are related.
The chapters articulate a phenomenal theory of understanding and address themes that are
connected to understanding, including awareness, transformative experiences and exemplification.
Finally, Part 3 is devoted to domain-specific inquiries about understanding, such as logical proofs,
particle physics and moral understanding. Understanding and Conscious Experience will be of
interest to scholars and advanced students working in the philosophy of science, epistemology,
philosophy of mind, ethics and phenomenology.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Philosophical Perspectives on Metaphor Mark
Johnson, 1981 Philosophical Perspectives on Metaphor was first published in 1981. Minnesota
Archive Editions uses digital technology to make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and
are published unaltered from the original University of Minnesota Press editions. We are, says Mark
Johnson, in the midst of metaphormania. The past few years have seen an explosion of interest in
metaphor as a vehicle for exploring the relations between language and thought. While a number of
recent books have dealt with metaphor from the standpoints of several disciplines, there is no
collection that shows the best of the work that has been done in the field of philosophy. Mark
Johnson has brought together essays that define the central issues of the discussion in this field. His
introductory essay offers a critical survey of historically influential treatments of figurative language
(including those of Aristotle, Hobbes, Locke, Kant, and Nietzsche) and sets forth the nature of
various issues that have been of interest to philosophers. Thus, it provides a context in which to
understand the motivations, influences, and significance of the collected essays. An annotated



bibliography serves as a catalog of all relevant literature. Philosophical Perspectives on Metaphor
provides an entry point into the philosophical exploration of metaphor for students, philosophers,
linguists, psychologists, artists, critics, or anyone interested in language and its relation to
understanding and experience.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Languages of Art , 1976
  nelson goodman languages of art: Language, Mind, and Art D. Jamieson, 2013-03-09 This
book is a collection of essays in honor of Paul Ziff written by his col leagues, students, and friends.
Many of the authors address topics that Ziff has discussed in his writings: understanding, rules and
regularities, proper names, the feelings of machines, expression, and aesthetic experience. Paul Ziff
began his professional career as an artist, went on to study painting with J. M. Hanson at Cornell,
and then studied for the Ph. D. in philosophy, also at Cornell, with Max Black. Over the next three
decades he produced a series of remarkable papers in philosophy of art, culminating in 1984 with
the publica tion of Antiaesthetics: An Appreciation of the Cow with the Subtile Nose. In 1960 he
published Semantic Analysis, his masterwork in philosophy of lan guage. Throughout his career he
made important contributions to philosophy of mind in such papers as The Simplicity of Other Minds
(1965) and About Behaviourism (1958). In addition to his work in these areas, his lec tures at
Harvard on philosophy of religion are an underground classic; and throughout his career he has
continued to make art and to search for the meaning of life in the properties of prime numbers.
Although his interests are wide and deep, questions about language, art, and mind have dominated
his philosophical work, and it is problems in these areas that provide the topics of most of the essays
in this volume.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Philosophy Looks at the Arts Joseph Margolis, 1987 The
first edition of this widely used anthology offered a needed introduction to a new analytic aesthetics
which has in the intervening years become even more influential. This new, revised and expanded
edition has been designed by one of the leaders of the field to help define the structure of current
aesthetics. Of the 24 articles included more than half are new to this edition. The new edition
emphasizes opposing currents in aesthetics with contributions from the most active and influential
writers in the field. It is a basic book for any library and is designed to provide both undergraduate
and graduate students with a professional orientation in aesthetics. Author note: Joseph Margolis is
Professor of Philosophy at Temple University. He is the author or editor of twelve other books as
well as numerous articles.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Art Theory as Visual Epistemology Harald Klinke,
2014-06-26 How can we “know”? What does “knowledge” mean? These were the fundamental
questions of epistemology in the 17th century. In response to continental rationalism, the British
empiricist John Locke proposed that the only knowledge humans can have is acquired a posterior. In
a discussion of the human mind, he argued, the source of knowledge is sensual experience – mostly
vision. Since vision and picture-making are the realm of art, art theory picked up on questions such
as: are pictures able to represent knowledge about the world? How does the production of images
itself generate knowledge? How does pictorial logic differ from linguistic logic? How can artists
contribute to a collective search for truth? Questions concerning the epistemic potential of art can
be found throughout the centuries up until the present day. However, these are not questions of art
alone, but of the representational value of images in general. Thus, the history of art theory can
contribute much to recent discussions in Visual Studies and Bildwissenschaften by showing the
historic dimension of arguments about what images are or should be. “What is knowledge?” is as
much a philosophic question as “What is an image?” Visual epistemology is a new and promising
research field that is best investigated using an interdisciplinary approach that addresses a range of
interconnected areas, such as internal and external images and the interplay of producer and
perceiver of images. This publication outlines this territory by gathering together several
approaches to visual epistemology by many distinguished authors.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Languages of Art ... Goodman, 1997
  nelson goodman languages of art: Comparative Criticism: Volume 4, The Language of the



Arts E. S. Shaffer, 1982-11-11 Addresses literary theory and criticism, comparative studies in terms
of theme, genre movement and influence, and interdisciplinary perspectives.
  nelson goodman languages of art: The Economy of Icons Ernest Sternberg, 1999-09-30
Though many still think that we live in an information economy, Ernest Sternberg asserts that the
driving force in 21st-century capitalism is not information, but image. Through studies of food
processing, real estate development, tourism, movies, and labor performances, he examines how
businesses endow products with evocative meaning. It has become common wisdom that we live in a
postindustrial information society in which data and calculation underlie wealth. But now that
information is as routinely produced as industrial or agricultural goods, businesses are discovering
that they best achieve competitive advantage by producing what consumers most dearly
seek—personal meaning. The 21st-century economy produces just that: not merely information, but
evocative images; not just commodities, but meaning-laden icons. As Sternberg shows, foods now
appeal through their sensuality and nostalgia; houses and stores draw customers through their
exoticism; people sell their labor through the deliberate performance of the self for the market; and
tourist destinations offer up carefully crafted thematic experiences. Whereas farms, factories, and
information processors once stood at the core of the economy, now movie studios do, producing the
product valued above all, meaningful content, from which downstream firms acquire the themes that
animate desire. Now that meaning pervades production, Sternberg argues, modes of inquiry once
reserved for the humanities make sense in the study of the economy. Drawing on art history and
aesthetics, he introduces iconography as a mode of cultural analysis adapted to the study of
commercial production. Through comparative studies of diverse economic sectors, ranging from
food processing to tourism, Sternberg carries out an iconographic analysis of the new economy. This
is a provocative study for scholars, students, and professionals dealing with marketing and consumer
research, culture and media studies, socio-economics, and economic geography.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Rethinking Aesthetics Ritu Bhatt, 2013-03-05
Rethinking Aesthetics is the first book to bring together prominent voices in the fields of
architecture, philosophy, aesthetics, and cognitive sciences to radically rethink the relationship
between body and design. These essays argue that aesthetic experiences can be nurtured at any
moment in everyday life, thanks to recent discoveries by researchers in neuroscience,
phenomenology, somatics, and analytic philosophy of the mind, who have made the correlations
between aesthetic cognition, the human body, and everyday life much clearer. The essays, by Yuriko
Saito, Juhani Pallasmaa, and Richard Shusterman, among others, range from an integrated
mind-body approach to chair design, to Zen Buddhist notions of mindfulness, to theoretical accounts
of existential relationships with buildings, to present a full spectrum of possible inquiries. By placing
the body in the center of design, Rethinking Aesthetics opens new directions for rethinking the limits
of both essentialism and skepticism.
  nelson goodman languages of art: Shakespeare and the Problem of Adaptation Margaret
Jane Kidnie, 2009 'Kidnie's study presents original, sophisticated, and profoundly intelligent answers
to important questions.' - Lukas Erne, University of Geneva 'This is a fine and productive book, one
that will surely draw significant attention and commentary well beyond the precincts of Shakespeare
studies.' - W.B. Worthen, Columbia University Shakespeare's plays continue to be circulated on a
massive scale in a variety of guises - as editions, performances, and adaptations - and it is by means
of such mediation that we come to know his drama. Shakespeare and the Problem of Adaptation
addresses fundamental questions about this process of mediation, making use of the fraught
category of adaptation to explore how we currently understand the Shakespearean work. To adapt
implies there exists something to alter, but what constitutes the category of the 'play', and how does
it relate to adaptation? How do 'play' and 'adaptation' relate to drama's twin media, text and
performance? What impact might answers to these questions have on current editorial,
performance, and adaptation studies? Margaret Jane Kidnie argues that 'play' and 'adaptation' are
provisional categories - mutually dependent processes that evolve over time in accordance with the
needs of users. This theoretical argument about the identity of works and the nature of text and



performance is pursued in relation to diverse examples, including theatrical productions by the
Royal Shakespeare Company, the BBC's ShakespeaRe-Told, the Reduced Shakespeare Company, and
recent print editions of the complete works. These new readings build up a persuasive picture of the
cultural and intellectual processes that determine how the authentically Shakespearean is
distinguished from the fraudulent and adaptive. Adaptation thus emerges as the conceptually
necessary but culturally problematic category that results from partial or occasional failures to
recognize a shifting work in its textual-theatrical instance.
  nelson goodman languages of art: The Philosophy of Ernst Cassirer J Tyler Friedman,
Sebastian Luft, 2015-06-16 This volume brings Cassirer’s work into the arena of contemporary
debates both within and outside of philosophy. All articles offer a fresh and contemporary look at
one of the most prolific and important philosophers of the 20th century. The papers are authored by
a wide array of scholars working in different areas, such as epistemology, philosophy of culture,
sociology, psychopathology, philosophy of science and aesthetics.
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