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Largest Law Firms in the United States: Exploring the Titans of the Legal Industry

largest law firms in the united states have long been pivotal players in shaping the country’s
legal landscape. These firms not only represent some of the most complex and high-stakes cases but
also influence business, policy, and even international law. If you’re curious about which firms top the
list, what makes them stand out, and how they operate, this article dives deep into the world of
America’s legal giants.

Understanding What Makes a Law Firm “Largest”

When discussing the largest law firms in the United States, it’s essential to clarify the criteria
commonly used to rank these firms. Size can be measured in several ways:

Number of attorneys: The most straightforward metric, counting how many lawyers are
employed.

Revenue: Total gross income or revenue generated by the firm annually.

Global reach: Presence in multiple cities across the U.S. and internationally.

Practice areas: The diversity and specialization of legal services offered.

Most rankings focus on the number of attorneys and revenue, but the firms that excel in both tend to
dominate the legal market and set industry standards.

Top Largest Law Firms in the United States by Number
of Attorneys

In terms of sheer size, several firms stand out because of their massive attorney headcounts. These
firms often have thousands of lawyers working across dozens of offices nationwide and around the
globe.

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Kirkland & Ellis has earned a reputation as one of the largest and most profitable law firms in the U.S.
It boasts over 3,000 attorneys worldwide. Known for its work in corporate law, private equity, and
litigation, Kirkland & Ellis consistently ranks at the top for revenue and profit per partner. Its ability to
handle complex mergers, acquisitions, and high-profile litigation makes it a go-to firm for many



Fortune 500 companies.

Latham & Watkins LLP

Another powerhouse, Latham & Watkins, employs nearly 3,000 lawyers across numerous offices
globally. The firm is celebrated for its environmental law, intellectual property, and capital markets
practices. Its size allows for a broad spectrum of legal expertise, serving clients from startups to
multinational corporations.

Baker McKenzie

Baker McKenzie stands out for its international footprint. While it has a significant presence in the
U.S., the firm operates in over 45 countries with around 4,700 attorneys worldwide. This global reach
is particularly important for clients involved in cross-border transactions and disputes.

Revenue Leaders Among U.S. Law Firms

While size by headcount is impressive, revenue reflects a firm’s financial strength and market
influence. Some firms might have fewer lawyers but generate higher revenues due to focusing on
lucrative practice areas.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Skadden is a prime example of a firm that combines high revenue with top-tier legal services.
Specializing in mergers and acquisitions, corporate restructuring, and litigation, Skadden consistently
ranks among the highest-grossing law firms in the U.S. Its revenue often surpasses $3 billion annually,
showcasing its dominance.

Jones Day

Jones Day is known not only for its size but also for its impressive revenue figures. With more than
2,500 attorneys, the firm has a strong presence in litigation, regulatory, and transactional work. Its
diversified practice areas contribute to a steady revenue stream, placing it among the largest law
firms in the United States by income.

Factors Contributing to the Growth of Large Law Firms

What drives the success and expansion of these legal giants? Several key factors contribute to their
growth and sustained leadership.



Diversification of Legal Services

Large law firms often offer a breadth of services that cover almost every legal need, from corporate
law and intellectual property to environmental regulation and labor law. This diversification attracts a
wide client base and allows firms to cross-sell services effectively.

Investment in Technology and Innovation

In the modern legal landscape, embracing technology is crucial. The largest law firms invest heavily in
legal tech, such as AI-powered contract review, e-discovery tools, and client management platforms.
These investments improve efficiency and client service, giving big firms an edge.

Global Expansion

Many top U.S. law firms have expanded internationally, opening offices in Europe, Asia, and Latin
America. This global footprint enables them to assist multinational clients seamlessly and compete
with foreign law firms.

Talent Acquisition and Retention

Attracting the best legal minds is a priority. Large firms often offer competitive salaries, extensive
training programs, and opportunities for advancement. A strong culture and reputation also help
retain top talent, which is critical for maintaining quality and client trust.

The Impact of Largest Law Firms on the Legal Industry

The largest law firms in the United States play a significant role beyond their client engagements.
Their influence extends to setting industry standards, legal innovation, and even shaping public
policy.

Setting Industry Trends

These firms often lead the way in adopting new billing models, pro bono initiatives, and diversity
programs. Their size and resources allow them to pilot innovative approaches that smaller firms may
later adopt.

Influence on Legal Education and Training

Many of the largest firms maintain close relationships with top law schools, offering internships,



clerkships, and mentorship programs. They help shape the next generation of lawyers, influencing
curricula and career paths.

Pro Bono and Social Responsibility

Despite their corporate focus, many large firms commit significant resources to pro bono work. This
includes supporting civil rights, environmental causes, and access to justice initiatives, demonstrating
a balance between profitability and social impact.

Challenges Faced by the Largest Law Firms

Running a massive law firm is not without its hurdles. The complexity of managing thousands of
attorneys across multiple offices presents unique challenges.

Maintaining Firm Culture

With rapid growth and geographic spread, preserving a cohesive firm culture can be difficult. Ensuring
alignment on values, work ethic, and client service standards requires constant effort.

Competition and Market Saturation

The legal market is highly competitive. Large firms face pressure not only from other giants but also
from boutique firms specializing in niche areas and alternative legal service providers leveraging
technology.

Regulatory and Ethical Considerations

Operating at such a scale means navigating complex regulatory environments. Compliance, ethical
conduct, and risk management are critical to avoid reputational damage.

What Aspiring Lawyers Can Learn from the Largest Law
Firms in the United States

For law students and early-career attorneys, understanding the dynamics of these firms can offer
valuable insights.

Specialize but Stay Versatile: Large firms value lawyers who have deep expertise but can



also collaborate across practice areas.

Be Prepared for Demanding Workloads: The biggest firms often have high expectations,
but the experience gained is unparalleled.

Network and Build Relationships: Success in large firms depends heavily on client
development and internal connections.

Embrace Lifelong Learning: The legal field evolves rapidly, especially in large firms that
handle cutting-edge matters.

Working at a top-tier law firm can be a launching pad for a distinguished legal career, offering
exposure to landmark cases and complex transactions.

---

The landscape of the largest law firms in the United States continues to evolve with changing client
needs, technology advancements, and globalization. These firms remain at the forefront of the legal
profession, combining vast resources and expertise to tackle some of the most challenging legal
issues of our time. Whether you’re a legal professional, a business leader, or simply curious,
understanding these firms sheds light on the backbone of America’s legal system.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which law firm is currently the largest in the United States by
number of attorneys?
Kirkland & Ellis is currently the largest law firm in the United States by number of attorneys, with over
3,000 lawyers nationwide.

What factors determine the size ranking of the largest law
firms in the U.S.?
The size ranking of the largest law firms in the U.S. is typically determined by the number of
practicing attorneys, total revenue, number of offices, and global presence.

How do the largest U.S. law firms generate most of their
revenue?
The largest U.S. law firms generate most of their revenue through corporate law services, including
mergers and acquisitions, litigation, intellectual property, and finance-related legal work.

Are the largest law firms in the U.S. concentrated in specific



cities?
Yes, the largest law firms in the U.S. are predominantly concentrated in major legal and financial hubs
such as New York City, Washington D.C., Chicago, and Los Angeles.

How has the size of the largest U.S. law firms changed in
recent years?
In recent years, the largest U.S. law firms have expanded significantly through mergers, lateral hiring,
and global expansion, increasing both their attorney headcount and revenue.

What impact do the largest law firms have on the U.S. legal
market?
The largest law firms influence the U.S. legal market by setting industry standards for salaries, driving
innovation in legal services, and shaping major corporate and regulatory legal practices.

Additional Resources
Largest Law Firms in the United States: An In-Depth Look at Industry Giants

largest law firms in the united states represent a significant force within the legal industry,
influencing not only domestic legal practice but also the global landscape. These firms are
characterized by their extensive attorney headcounts, broad geographic reach, vast client portfolios,
and multifaceted practice areas. Understanding the dynamics of these legal powerhouses provides
insight into the evolution of legal services, competitive strategies, and the economic impact of the
legal sector.

The Landscape of the Largest Law Firms in the United
States

The legal market in the United States is home to some of the most expansive and prestigious law
firms worldwide. These entities often boast thousands of lawyers spread across multiple offices
domestically and internationally. Their size affords them the ability to handle complex, high-stakes
cases across a variety of legal disciplines, from corporate mergers and acquisitions to intellectual
property and litigation.

The largest law firms in the United States are typically measured by metrics such as number of
attorneys, gross revenue, profits per partner, and geographic footprint. While ranking methodologies
vary, the Am Law 100 and Global 200 lists remain industry standards for tracking these firms’ growth
and prominence.



Top Firms by Attorney Headcount

Attorney count remains one of the most straightforward indicators of a law firm’s scale. As of recent
data, the following firms consistently top the list for the largest headcounts:

Kirkland & Ellis LLP – Known for its powerhouse private equity and restructuring practices,
Kirkland has grown rapidly, employing over 3,000 attorneys worldwide.

Latham & Watkins LLP – With a broad practice portfolio and international presence, Latham
counts approximately 2,800 lawyers.

Baker McKenzie – Distinguished by its global reach, Baker McKenzie employs more than 4,700
lawyers across nearly 50 countries, making it one of the largest by international standards.

DLA Piper – Another firm with a vast global footprint, DLA Piper has a roster surpassing 4,000
attorneys, providing comprehensive legal services worldwide.

Jones Day – Known for its litigation strength, Jones Day boasts over 2,500 lawyers with offices
in major cities around the globe.

These firms exemplify the scale and scope that define the largest law firms in the United States,
blending domestic dominance with global influence.

Revenue and Profitability Metrics

While headcount is important, financial performance often paints a clearer picture of a firm’s market
position and operational success. The Am Law 100 rankings focus heavily on gross revenue and
profits per partner (PPP), providing a lens into the financial health and efficiency of these legal
institutions.

Kirkland & Ellis leads the pack in revenue and PPP, with reported annual revenue exceeding
$5 billion and profits per partner averaging well above $5 million. Their focus on lucrative
private equity and restructuring work contributes significantly to these figures.

Latham & Watkins follows closely, generating revenues in the $4.5 billion range and
maintaining strong profitability across its diverse practice areas.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP – A stalwart in mergers and acquisitions,
Skadden consistently ranks near the top for both revenue and profits, underscoring its status as
a premier global law firm.

These financial metrics reveal a competitive landscape where firms leverage high-value practices and
efficient operations to maximize earnings.



Factors Driving the Growth of the Largest Law Firms

Several key factors contribute to the expansion and sustained dominance of the largest law firms in
the United States.

Diversification of Practice Areas

Large firms often maintain an extensive portfolio of practice areas, spanning corporate law, litigation,
tax, intellectual property, environmental law, and more. This diversification allows them to serve a
wide range of clients, from multinational corporations to government entities, mitigating risk and
capitalizing on various market opportunities.

Strategic Geographic Expansion

To serve global clients effectively, the largest law firms have expanded beyond traditional legal hubs
like New York and Washington, D.C. Offices in financial centers such as London, Hong Kong, and
Dubai enable these firms to handle cross-border transactions and disputes seamlessly. This global
footprint enhances their competitiveness and client appeal.

Investment in Technology and Innovation

Embracing legal technology, including AI-driven research tools and advanced case management
systems, has been pivotal for large law firms. These innovations improve efficiency, reduce costs, and
allow attorneys to focus on complex legal work, thereby increasing client satisfaction and profitability.

Challenges Faced by the Largest Law Firms in the
United States

Despite their size and resources, even the largest law firms encounter significant challenges shaping
their operational strategies.

Maintaining Firm Culture and Cohesion

With thousands of attorneys across multiple continents, preserving a unified firm culture becomes
complex. Differences in local regulations, cultural expectations, and work styles can create friction,
impacting collaboration and productivity.



Client Expectations and Billing Pressures

Clients increasingly demand more value for legal fees, pushing firms to innovate billing models
beyond traditional hourly rates. Large firms must balance delivering top-tier legal services with
competitive pricing structures to retain and grow their client base.

Talent Acquisition and Retention

Attracting and retaining top legal talent is a constant concern. The largest firms compete fiercely to
hire promising law graduates and experienced attorneys, often offering high salaries and extensive
professional development opportunities. However, the intense workload and work-life balance issues
remain challenges.

Emerging Trends Among Large U.S. Law Firms

The legal industry's landscape is evolving, and the largest law firms are adapting in several key ways.

Focus on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)

Recognizing the importance of diverse perspectives, many large firms have instituted comprehensive
DEI initiatives. These programs aim to improve representation at all levels, fostering more inclusive
workplaces that can better serve diverse clients.

Expansion into Alternative Legal Services

Some firms are branching out into alternative legal service models, including legal process
outsourcing and consulting services. This diversification helps firms remain competitive amid growing
market pressures.

Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility

Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) considerations are becoming central to firm policies.
Large law firms increasingly advise clients on ESG compliance while incorporating sustainable
practices internally.

Conclusion: The Continued Influence of the Largest Law



Firms in the United States

The largest law firms in the United States continue to shape the legal profession through their sheer
scale, financial power, and global reach. Their ability to adapt to evolving market demands,
technological advancements, and societal expectations will determine their ongoing leadership within
the industry. For clients seeking comprehensive legal expertise and for legal professionals eyeing a
career at the pinnacle of the field, these firms represent both opportunity and challenge in equal
measure.

Largest Law Firms In The United States

  largest law firms in the united states: Tournament of Lawyers Marc Galanter, Thomas Palay,
1994-01-15 Tournament of Lawyers traces in detail the rise of one hundred of the nation's top firms
in order to diagnose the health of the business of American law. Galanter and Palay demonstrate
that much of the large firm's organizational success stems from its ability to blend the talents of
experienced partners with those of energetic junior lawyers driven by a powerful incentive—the race
to win the promotion-to-partner tournament. This calmly reasoned study reveals, however, that the
very causes of the spiraling growth of the large law firm may lead to its undoing. Galanter and Palay
pose questions and offer some answers which are certain to change the way big firm practice is
regarded. To describe their work as challenging is something of an understatement: they at times
delight, stimulate, frustrate and even depress the reader, but they never disappoint. Tournament of
Lawyers is essential to the understanding of the business of the big law firms.—Jean and Colin
Fergus, New York Law Journal
  largest law firms in the united states: Judicial Politics in the United States Mark C. Miller,
2018-09-03 Judicial Politics in the United States examines the role of courts as policymaking
institutions and their interactions with the other branches of government and other political actors
in the U.S. political system. Not only does this book cover the nuts and bolts of the functions,
structures and processes of our courts and legal system, it goes beyond other judicial process books
by exploring how the courts interact with executives, legislatures, and state and federal
bureaucracies. It also includes a chapter devoted to the courts' interactions with interest groups, the
media, and general public opinion and a chapter that looks at how American courts and judges
interact with other judiciaries around the world. Judicial Politics in the United States balances
coverage of judicial processes with discussions of the courts' interactions with our larger political
universe, making it an essential text for students of judicial politics.
  largest law firms in the united states: Big Law in Latin America and Spain Manuel
Gómez, Rogelio Pérez-Perdomo, 2017-11-22 This book, part of the Stanford Law School research
project on the future of the legal profession, thoroughly examines the future of “big law,” defined as
the large and mid-size multiservice highly specialized law firms that provide sophisticated, complex
and generally costly legal work to multinationals, large and mid-size domestic corporations, and
other business clients. By systematically gathering, assessing, and analyzing the best available
quantitative and qualitative data on the first tier of the corporate legal services market of Latin
America and Spain, and interviewing a broadly representative sample of corporate legal officers, law
firm partners, and other stakeholders in each of the countries covered, this book provides a nuanced
perspective on changes in “big law” during the last two decades until the present. It also explores
the factors that are driving these changes, and the implications for the future of legal profession,
legal education and its relationship with the corporate sector and society in general.
  largest law firms in the united states: Vault Guide to the Top Southern California Law

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/largest-law-firms-in-the-united-states.pdf


Firms, 2007 Edition Brian Dalton, 2006-05-16 For the first time, Vault offers a guide focused
entirely on major law firms with large offices in Southern California. Covering more than 55 firms in
the major legal markets of Los Angeles, San Diego and Orange County, this Vault Guide is the only
insider's guide to law firms in sunny Southern California. Based on interviews and surveys of
attorneys at each firm, it provides in-depth coverage of prestige, compensation, perks, corporate
culture, and other legal lifestyle issues.
  largest law firms in the united states: Law and Society Matthew Lippman, 2020-08-07 Law
and Society offers a contemporary overview of the structure and function of legal institutions, along
with a lively discussion of criminal and civil law and their impact on society. Author Matthew
Lippman draws on insights from over thirty years of teaching to develop an interdisciplinary
approach that introduces students to both the influence of law on society and the influence of society
on the law. Distinctive coverage of diversity, inequality, civil liberties, and globalism provides an
incisive look at the intersection of theory and practice. The highly anticipated Third Edition includes
updated discussions of issues facing today’s society, including inequality, international human
rights, privacy and surveillance, and social control. Included with this title: The password-protected
Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources,
including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.
  largest law firms in the united states: Introduction to the Law of the United States
David Clark, Tu?rul Ansay, 2002-01-01 Introduction to the Laws.....Series Volume 5 As issues in
American law turn up with ever-greater frequency in dozens of countries worldwide, some
familiarity with the legal system of the United States of America has become de rigueur for
practising lawyers everywhere. This incomparable handbook, now in its Second Edition, provides an
authoritative description of the major elements, including all matters likely to emerge in the course
of normal legal activity. Written from a clear and cogent comparative perspective, it is of great
practical value for both counselling and courtroom use. Eighteen lucid chapters by distinguished
American law professors, each of whom is also knowledgeable about a legal system outside that of
the United States, explain the major laws, legal standards, and legal institutions of the United
States. Substantive and procedural comparisons are presented in plain English, with appropriate
commentary where deemed helpful to clarify particularly complex or unsettled matters. The
resulting volume is an expert historical, systematic, and critical introduction to the law of the United
States.
  largest law firms in the united states: The Lawyer's Guide to Marketing Your Practice James
A. Durham, Deborah McMurray, 2004 A well-developed, successfully executed marketing plan will
attract new clients, increase referrals, and strengthen client loyalty. This resource will help you
master the creative marketing solutions you need.
  largest law firms in the united states: The Handbook of Law and Society Austin Sarat,
Patricia Ewick, 2015-04-08 Bringing a timely synthesis to the field, The Handbook of Law and
Society presents a comprehensive overview of key research findings, theoretical developments, and
methodological controversies in the field of law and society. Provides illuminating insights into
societal issues that pose ongoing real-world legal problems Offers accessible, succinct overviews
with in-depth coverage of each topic, including its evolution, current state, and directions for future
research Addresses a wide range of emergent topics in law and society and revisits perennial
questions about law in a global world including the widening gap between codified laws and “law in
action”, problems in the implementation of legal decisions, law’s constitutive role in shaping society,
the importance of law in everyday life, ways legal institutions both embrace and resist change, the
impact of new media and technologies on law, intersections of law and identity, law’s relationship to
social consensus and conflict, and many more Features contributions from 38 international expert
scholars working in diverse fields at the intersections of legal studies and social sciences Unique in
its contributions to this rapidly expanding and important new multi-disciplinary field of study
  largest law firms in the united states: The Indian Legal Profession in the Age of Globalization
David B. Wilkins, Vikramaditya S. Khanna, David M. Trubek, 2017-05-23 This book provides the first



comprehensive analysis of the impact of globalization on the Indian legal profession. Employing a
range of original data from twenty empirical studies, the book details the emergence of a new
corporate legal sector in India including large and sophisticated law firms and in-house legal
departments, as well as legal process outsourcing companies. As the book's authors document, this
new corporate legal sector is reshaping other parts of the Indian legal profession, including legal
education, the development of pro bono and corporate social responsibility, the regulation of legal
services, and gender, communal, and professional hierarchies with the bar. Taken as a whole, the
book will be of interest to academics, lawyers, and policymakers interested in the critical role that a
rapidly globalizing legal profession is playing in the legal, political, and economic development of
important emerging economies like India, and how these countries are integrating into the
institutions of global governance and the overall global market for legal services.
  largest law firms in the united states: American Law in the Twentieth Century Lawrence
Meir Friedman, 2004-01-01 American law in the twentieth century describes the explosion of law
over the past century into almost every aspect of American life. Since 1900 the center of legal
gravity in the United States has shifted from the state to the federal government, with the creation
of agencies and programs ranging from Social Security to the Securities Exchange Commission to
the Food and Drug Administration. Major demographic changes have spurred legal developments in
such areas as family law and immigration law. Dramatic advances in technology have placed new
demands on the legal system in fields ranging from automobile regulation to intellectual property.
Throughout the book, Friedman focuses on the social context of American law. He explores the
extent to which transformations in the legal order have resulted from the social upheavals of the
twentieth century--including two world wars, the Great Depression, the civil rights movement, and
the sexual revolution. Friedman also discusses the international context of American law: what has
the American legal system drawn from other countries? And in an age of global dominance, what
impact has the American legal system had abroad? This engrossing book chronicles a century of
revolutionary change within a legal system that has come to affect us all.
  largest law firms in the united states: Vault Guide to the Top Washington DC Law Firms ,
2007-05-15 There is no more exciting place to be as an attorney than the nation's capital. The Guide
is focused entirely on major law firms with large offices in Washington, DC and covers more than 40
firms. Based on surveys and interviews of attorneys at each firm. Thousands of lawyers provide
in-depth coverage of prestige, compensation, perks, corporate culture, and other legal lifestyle
issues.
  largest law firms in the united states: Lawyers in 21st-Century Societies Richard L Abel, Ole
Hammerslev, Hilary Sommerlad, Ulrike Schultz, 2020-04-02 The world's legal professions have
undergone dramatic changes in the 30 years since publication of the landmark three-volume
Lawyers in Society, which launched comparative sociological studies of lawyers. This is the first of
two volumes in which scholars from a wide range of disciplines, countries and cultures document
and analyse those changes. The present volume presents reports on 46 countries, with broad
coverage of North America, Western Europe, Latin America, Asia, Australia, North Africa and the
Middle East, sub-Saharan Africa, and former communist countries. These national reports address:
the impact of globalisation and neoliberalism on national legal professions (the relationship of
lawyers and their professional associations to the state and tensions between state and citizenship);
changes in lawyer demography (rapidly growing numbers and the profession's efforts to retain
control, the entry of women and obstacles to full gender equality, ethnic diversity); legal education
(the proliferation of institutions and pedagogic innovation); the regulation of lawyers; structures of
production (especially the growth of large firms and the impact of technology and
paraprofessionals); the distribution of lawyers across roles; and access to justice (state-funded legal
aid and pro-bono services). The juxtaposition of the reports reveals the dramatic transformations of
professional rationales, labour markets, and working practices and the multiple contingencies of the
role of lawyers in societies experiencing increasing juridification within a new geopolitical order.
  largest law firms in the united states: Vault Guide to the Top Southeastern Law Firms



Brian Dalton, 2006-05-23 Covering 65 firms in the major legal markets of Atlanta, Miami and
Charlotte, this Vault guide is the only insider's Guide to law firms for the Southeast. Based on
interviews and surveys of attorneys at each firm.
  largest law firms in the united states: Vault Guide to the Top Law Firms for General
Commercial Litigation, 2014 Edition VAULT,
  largest law firms in the united states: Recent Trends in U.S. Services Trade, 2003
Annual Report, Inv. 332-345 ,
  largest law firms in the united states: BoogarLists | Directory of Business Law Firms ,
  largest law firms in the united states: The Philadelphia Lawyer Robert R. Bell, 1992 One
focus of this book is to look at the interrelationship between the old Philadelphia upper class and the
legal profession. The upper class refers to a group of old Philadelphia families whose members are
descendants of financially successful individuals. Through their families, those men have had the
means to enter, train in, and practice law. While over the two centuries covered here the percentage
of upper class lawyers decreased, their influence for many years continued to surpass their
numbers. In 1944, about 10 percent of all lawyers were listed in the Social Register. In the eight
largest law firms in the city they accounted for 37 percent of the partners and 23 percent of the
associates. But by 1990, their influence was waning: they represented only about two percent of all
lawyers in the city. Moreover, in the eight largest law firms in the city, 12 percent of the partners
were in the Social Register, but only one percent of the associates. Indeed, with the twenty-first
century approaching, the old upper class was - and is - becoming increasingly irrelevant to
Philadelphia law. In each chapter, an examination is made of the emerging American legal system
and the training and practice of law in a given historical period. Before the Revolution most
American law was British law. After the Revolution there were often bitter struggles over the
continued use of British common law. Rapidly the British common law was modified, giving way to
American common law - and that was the major focus of law up until the Civil War. Following the
Civil War and well into the twentieth century the major thrust of law was related to business and
industry, especially corporations. By the 1930s there was an increasing focus on Federal
Commissions and statute law. Over the decades the training of lawyers underwent change. Until the
twentieth century, most lawyers were trained in law offices, and it was only slowly that law schools
became the accepted means of legal training. For most of American history, the lawyer practiced
alone and often appeared as an advocate in court where his forensic skills were highly valued. For
the various historical eras, this study attempts to show how the Philadelphia lawyer lived, some of
his values, how he learned the law, and how he practiced it. Anecdotal material is used to illustrate
these points whenever possible. Forty-two Philadelphia lawyers were interviewed who, for the most
part, had first entered the bar in the 1920s and 1930s. Six modern-day Philadelphia lawyers were
interviewed at length, and their insights are presented in the epilogue. Following each chapter there
is a profile of a Philadelphia lawyer contemporary to the period discussed. Most of the profiles are of
men who, considered outstanding lawyers in their own time, have come to be regarded as
outstanding in the history of Philadelphia law.
  largest law firms in the united states: Encyclopedia of Law and Society David S. Clark,
2007-07-10 This work will be very valuable for academic and public libraries supporting prelaw, law,
social, and cultural studies. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-level undergraduates
through professionals/practitioners; general readers. —CHOICE There are two aspects of
scholarship about the legal systems of our day that are especially salient—one being for the first
time there is a fair amount of genuine research on legal systems, and two, that this research is
increasingly global. As soon as you cross a jurisdictional line, even if it separates countries that are
very similar, you enter a different legal system. It cannot be assumed that any particular rule,
doctrine, or practice is the same in any two jurisdictions, regardless of how close these jurisdictions
are, in terms of history and tradition. The Encyclopedia of Law and Society is the largest
comprehensive and international treatment of the law and society field. With an Advisory Board of
62 members from 20 countries and six continents, the three volumes of this state-of-the-art resource



represent interdisciplinary perspectives on law from sociology, criminology, cultural anthropology,
political science, social psychology, and economics. By globalizing the Encyclopedia′s coverage,
American and international law and society will be better understood within its historical and
comparative context. Key Features: Includes more than 700 biographical entries that are historical,
comparative, topical, thematic, and methodological Presents the rich diversity of European, Latin
American, Asian, African, and Australasian developments for the first time in one place to reveal the
truly holistic, interdisciplinary virtues of law and society Examines how and why legal systems grow
and change, how and why they respond (or fail to respond) to their environment, how and why they
impact the life of society, and how and why the life of society impacts in turn these legal systems
With borders more porous than ever before, this Encyclopedia reflects the paradoxical reality of
modern life, including legal life. This valuable resource aims to present research, along with the
theories on which it is grounded, fairly and comprehensively and is a must-have for all academic
libraries.
  largest law firms in the united states: Vault Guide to the Top Northern California Law Firms,
2007 Edition Brian Dalton, 2006-05-16 For the first time, Vault offers a guide focused entirely on
major law firms with large offices in Northern California. Covering 44 top firms in the major legal
markets of San Francisco, Palo Alto and Sacramento, this Vault Guide is the only insider's guide to
law firms in the tech Mecca of the U.S. Based on interviews and surveys of attorneys at each firm, it
provides in-depth coverage of prestige, compensation, perks, corporate culture, and other legal
lifestyle issues.
  largest law firms in the united states: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1981
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
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