
language spoken in south america

Language Spoken in South America: A Rich Tapestry of Tongues

Language spoken in South America reflects the continent’s diverse history, culture, and geography. From
the bustling urban centers of Buenos Aires and São Paulo to the remote Amazonian villages, a fascinating
variety of languages shape the identity of South America. Exploring these languages not only reveals the
continent’s colonial past but also uncovers vibrant indigenous roots and evolving linguistic landscapes.
Whether you're a traveler, linguist, or simply curious, understanding the language dynamics in South
America opens a window into its people and their stories.

The Dominant Languages of South America

When discussing language spoken in South America, it’s impossible to overlook the major players—Spanish
and Portuguese. These two Romance languages dominate the continent due to centuries of colonization, yet
they coexist with a rich mosaic of other tongues.

Spanish: The Lingua Franca of South America

Spanish is, without doubt, the most widely spoken language in South America. Countries like Argentina,
Chile, Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay primarily use Spanish as their
official language. It’s estimated that over 60% of the continent’s population speaks Spanish as their first
language.

What makes South American Spanish unique is its regional variations. For instance, Argentine Spanish,
particularly the dialect spoken in Buenos Aires called Rioplatense, features distinct intonations and
vocabulary influenced by Italian immigrants. Similarly, Colombian Spanish is often praised for its clear
pronunciation and is considered one of the easiest variants for learners.

Portuguese: Brazil’s Linguistic Giant

Brazil, the largest country in South America by area and population, is the Portuguese-speaking
powerhouse of the continent. Approximately 220 million Brazilians speak Portuguese, making it the most
spoken language in South America when considering the entire population.

Brazilian Portuguese differs in pronunciation, vocabulary, and even grammar from European Portuguese.
It’s characterized by its melodic intonation and influences from indigenous languages and African dialects,



reflecting Brazil’s multicultural heritage. For anyone traveling or doing business in South America,
understanding the Portuguese spoken in Brazil is essential.

Other Official and Recognized Languages

While Spanish and Portuguese dominate, several other languages have official status or significant presence
in various countries:

Quechua: Recognized in Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador, Quechua is the most widely spoken indigenous
language in South America. It traces back to the Inca Empire and remains a vital part of Andean
culture.

Guaraní: One of the few indigenous languages with official status in Paraguay alongside Spanish.
Guaraní is spoken by the majority of Paraguayans and is a symbol of national identity.

Aymara: Spoken primarily in Bolivia and Peru, Aymara is another ancient language with deep
cultural significance.

Other Indigenous Languages: South America hosts hundreds of indigenous languages, such as
Mapudungun (Chile and Argentina), Wayuu (Colombia and Venezuela), and Tikuna (Amazon basin).

These languages showcase the continent’s rich indigenous heritage that survives despite centuries of
colonial influence.

The Influence of Indigenous Languages on South American
Spanish and Portuguese

An intriguing aspect of the language spoken in South America is how indigenous languages have shaped
the dominant Spanish and Portuguese dialects. Numerous words, place names, and expressions in everyday
use have indigenous roots.

Loanwords and Vocabulary

For example, words like "llama," "puma," "condor," and "guano" come directly from Quechua or other native
tongues. In Brazil, Portuguese absorbed terms like “tapioca,” “capybara,” and “jacaré” (all referring to local



flora and fauna).

Place names across the continent also reflect indigenous origins—cities like Caracas, Quito, and Iquitos or
natural landmarks like the Amazon River carry names with native etymologies.

Pronunciation and Grammar Influences

Some dialects exhibit grammatical or phonetic influences from indigenous languages. For example, the use
of the diminutive in certain Andean Spanish variants echoes indigenous language patterns. Additionally,
intonation and rhythm in regions with strong indigenous presence may differ subtly from standard Spanish
or Portuguese.

Languages in South America’s Multicultural Urban Centers

South America’s cities are vibrant linguistic hubs where languages blend and evolve. The language spoken
in South America’s urban areas often reflects waves of immigration and cultural exchange.

Italian, German, and Other European Languages

Large European immigrant communities, especially in Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay, have introduced
languages like Italian, German, and Polish. Buenos Aires, for example, is famous for its Italian-influenced
Spanish, while southern Brazil has towns where German dialects are still spoken.

English and Other Global Languages

English is gaining importance in business, tourism, and education, especially in countries like Colombia,
Chile, and Argentina. Additionally, languages such as French and Dutch appear in the northern regions of
the continent, particularly in French Guiana and Suriname.

Preserving Endangered Indigenous Languages

While many indigenous languages remain vibrant, others face the threat of extinction. Efforts to preserve
and revitalize these languages are critical to maintaining South America’s cultural diversity.



Community and Government Initiatives

Countries like Bolivia and Peru have implemented bilingual education programs that incorporate
indigenous languages alongside Spanish or Portuguese. Paraguay’s recognition of Guaraní as an official
language has helped maintain its daily use across social strata.

Technological and Academic Support

Digital tools, mobile apps, and linguistic research projects also contribute to language preservation.
Documenting endangered languages, developing teaching materials, and fostering pride among younger
generations are vital components of these efforts.

The Role of Language in South American Identity

Language spoken in South America is more than just a communication tool; it is a marker of identity,
history, and belonging. The coexistence of colonial languages with indigenous tongues tells the story of
resilience and cultural fusion.

In many regions, language acts as a bridge between past and present, connecting people to ancestral
traditions and modern realities. Whether it’s the poetic rhythm of Andean Quechua songs or the lively
conversations in Rio de Janeiro’s Portuguese, each language adds to the continent’s rich human tapestry.

Understanding the languages of South America provides a deeper appreciation of its peoples and their
diverse ways of life, inviting anyone interested to explore beyond the surface and engage with the
continent’s true spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most widely spoken language in South America?
Spanish is the most widely spoken language in South America, used as the official language in most
countries on the continent.

Which South American country primarily speaks Portuguese?
Brazil is the only country in South America where Portuguese is the official and most widely spoken
language.



Are indigenous languages still spoken in South America?
Yes, many indigenous languages such as Quechua, Guarani, and Aymara are still spoken by indigenous
communities across South America.

Is English widely spoken in South America?
English is not widely spoken as a primary language in South America, but it is used in some countries and
regions, especially in Guyana and parts of the Caribbean coast.

What language is spoken in Guyana?
English is the official language of Guyana, making it the only South American country with English as its
primary language.

Are there any countries in South America with multiple official
languages?
Yes, countries like Bolivia and Paraguay recognize multiple official languages, including Spanish,
indigenous languages like Quechua and Guarani, and others.

How has the colonial history influenced the languages spoken in South
America?
The colonial history, primarily Spanish and Portuguese colonization, shaped the predominant languages
spoken today, with Spanish and Portuguese becoming the dominant languages across most of the continent.

Additional Resources
Language Spoken in South America: A Linguistic Overview

Language spoken in South America forms a fascinating mosaic shaped by centuries of indigenous heritage,
colonial influence, and modern globalization. The continent, rich in cultural diversity, presents a complex
linguistic landscape that reflects its historical trajectories and socio-political realities. Understanding the
languages spoken in South America is essential for appreciating its cultural identity, economic interactions,
and regional integration.

The Dominant Languages of South America



South America’s linguistic profile is primarily dominated by two major Romance languages: Spanish and
Portuguese. These languages, introduced during European colonization, have become the official and most
widely spoken tongues across the continent.

Spanish: The Lingua Franca of the Continent

Spanish is the predominant language across most South American countries, including Argentina, Colombia,
Chile, Peru, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay. Approximately 60% of the continent’s
population speaks Spanish as their first language, making it the most influential language in governmental
affairs, education, media, and commerce.

One reason for Spanish’s expansive reach is the Spanish Empire's early and extensive colonization efforts,
which imposed the language on diverse indigenous populations. Despite this dominance, regional dialects
and accents vary significantly, influenced by local indigenous languages and immigrant populations. For
example, Rioplatense Spanish, spoken in Argentina and Uruguay, features unique phonetic traits
distinguishing it from Andean Spanish spoken in Peru or Bolivia.

Portuguese: Brazil’s Lingual Giant

Portuguese holds primacy in Brazil, South America’s largest country by both area and population. As the
sole Portuguese-speaking nation on the continent, Brazil accounts for nearly half of South America’s
population, making Portuguese an essential language in regional diplomacy and trade.

Brazilian Portuguese differs notably from European Portuguese in pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax,
reflecting centuries of internal development and external influences. The language’s vitality is bolstered by
Brazil’s economic power and cultural exports, from music to literature, positioning Portuguese as a key
language in South America’s multilingual environment.

Indigenous Languages: The Hidden Linguistic Wealth

While Spanish and Portuguese dominate, South America is home to a vast array of indigenous languages
that have survived despite historical marginalization. These languages provide insight into pre-colonial
cultures and continue to play vital roles in identity and cultural preservation.

Quechua and Aymara: High-Altitude Voices



Quechua is arguably the most widespread indigenous language family in South America, with millions of
speakers primarily in Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador. It was the language of the Inca Empire and remains a
symbol of indigenous resilience. Officially recognized in several countries, Quechua is taught in schools and
used in local media, although it faces challenges from urbanization and language shift toward Spanish.

Similarly, Aymara is spoken by indigenous communities around Lake Titicaca in Bolivia, Peru, and parts of
Chile. Despite having fewer speakers than Quechua, Aymara maintains strong cultural significance and
institutional support in Bolivia, where it is one of the official languages.

Guarani: A Unique Case in Paraguay

Guarani stands out as a rare example of an indigenous language with co-official status alongside a European
language—in this case, Spanish—in Paraguay. Approximately 90% of Paraguayans speak Guarani, either as a
first or second language, reflecting its deep integration into national identity. The language also extends
into neighboring Argentina, Brazil, and Bolivia, though with less official recognition.

Other Indigenous and Immigrant Languages

South America’s linguistic diversity extends beyond the major indigenous languages and colonial tongues.

Smaller Indigenous Languages

Hundreds of smaller indigenous languages exist across the Amazon basin and Andean regions. Languages
like Mapudungun in Chile and Argentina, Wayuu in Colombia and Venezuela, and Yanomami in northern
Brazil and Venezuela persist within smaller communities. Many face endangerment due to declining
speaker numbers and limited institutional support, prompting efforts by linguists and governments to
document and revitalize them.

Immigrant Languages and Their Influence

South America has a rich history of immigration from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, which has
introduced additional languages into the linguistic landscape. For example:

German is spoken in pockets of southern Brazil, Argentina, and Chile, where German immigrants
settled in the 19th and 20th centuries.



Italian influences are prominent in Argentina and Uruguay, reflected in local dialects and cultural
expressions.

Japanese communities in Brazil maintain Japanese language and cultural traditions.

Arabic, especially Lebanese and Syrian dialects, persist among immigrant populations in countries
like Argentina and Brazil.

These languages, while not dominant, contribute to the multilingual character of South America’s urban
centers and multicultural societies.

Language Policy and Education in South America

Many South American countries have adopted multilingual policies recognizing both official languages and
indigenous tongues, aiming to protect linguistic heritage while promoting national unity.

Official Recognition and Bilingual Education

Countries like Bolivia and Paraguay exemplify progressive language policies where indigenous languages
hold official status alongside Spanish or Portuguese. Bolivia recognizes 36 indigenous languages officially,
reflecting its commitment to cultural inclusivity. Educational programs increasingly incorporate bilingual
education, especially in areas with high indigenous populations, to promote literacy and cultural
preservation.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite formal recognition, practical challenges remain. Language shift toward dominant languages, limited
resources for indigenous language education, and urban migration threaten the vitality of native tongues.
However, advances in technology, community-driven language revitalization, and international support
provide new avenues for sustaining South America’s linguistic diversity.

Comparative Linguistic Features

The languages spoken in South America reveal interesting comparative features worth noting:



Phonetics: Spanish dialects vary widely, with differences in consonant pronunciation and intonation
patterns, while Brazilian Portuguese exhibits nasal vowels and distinct rhythm.

Grammar: Indigenous languages like Quechua and Guarani employ agglutinative structures,
contrasting with the inflectional nature of Romance languages.

Vocabulary: Language contact has resulted in extensive borrowing; for example, many Spanish and
Portuguese words in South America derive from indigenous languages, especially terms related to
flora, fauna, and cultural practices.

These linguistic interactions highlight South America’s dynamic language ecology, characterized by
coexistence and mutual influence.

The language spoken in South America is thus not simply a matter of dominant tongues but a reflection of
centuries-old interactions among indigenous peoples, colonizers, immigrants, and modern nation-states. This
intricate linguistic fabric continues to evolve, shaping the continent’s cultural and social landscape in
profound ways.

Language Spoken In South America

  language spoken in south america: The Anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean
Harry Sanabria, 2015-09-16 The first single-authored comprehensive introduction to major
contemporary research trends, issues, and debates on the anthropology of Latin America and the
Caribbean. The text provides wide and historically informed coverage of key facets of Latin
American and Caribbean societies and their cultural and historical development as well as the roles
of power and inequality. Cymeme Howe, Visiting Assistant Professor of Cornell University writes,
“The text moves well and builds over time, paying close attention to balancing both the Caribbean
and Latin America as geographic regions, Spanish and non-Spanish speaking countries, and
historical and contemporary issues in the field. I found the geographic breadth to be especially
impressive.” Jeffrey W. Mantz of California State University, Stanislaus, notes that the contents
“reflect the insights of an anthropologist who knows Latin America intimately and extensively.”
  language spoken in south america: The Language of the Inka since the European
Invasion Bruce Mannheim, 2013-08-26 The Inka empire, Tawantinsuyu, fell to Spanish invaders
within a year's time (1532-1533), but Quechua, the language of the Inka, is still the primary or only
language of millions of Inka descendants throughout the southern Andes. In this innovative study,
Bruce Mannheim synthesizes all that is currently known about the history of Southern Peruvian
Quechua since the Spanish invasion, providing new insights into the nature of language change in
general, into the social and historical contexts of language change, and into the cultural conditioning
of linguistic change. Mannheim first discusses changes in the social setting of language use in the
Andes from the time of the first European contact in the sixteenth century until today. He reveals
that the modern linguistic homogeneity of Spanish and Quechua is a product of the Spanish
conquest, since multilingualism was the rule in the Inka empire. He identifies the social and political
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forces that have influenced the kinds of changes the language has undergone. And he provides the
first synthetic history of Southern Peruvian Quechua, making it possible at last to place any literary
document or written text in a chronological and social context. Mannheim also studies changes in
the formal structure of Quechua. He finds that changes in the sound system were motivated
primarily by phonological factors and also that the changes were constrained by a set of
morphological and syntactic conditions. This last conclusion is surprising, since most historical
linguists assume that sound change is completely independent of other aspects of language. Thus,
The Language of the Inka since the European Invasion makes an empirical contribution to a general
theory of linguistic change. Written in an engaging style that is accessible to the nonlinguist, this
book will have a special appeal to readers interested in the history and anthropology of native South
America.
  language spoken in south america: A Guide to the World's Major Languages Gauraang
Asan, 2025-01-03 A Guide to the World's Major Languages offers an in-depth exploration of the most
spoken and influential languages globally. We present comprehensive historical, sociological, and
linguistic information, along with extensive descriptions of phonological and graphic systems,
morphology, word formation, syntactic patterns, and lexical features. Each chapter includes updated
bibliographies and census data, detailing the languages' number of speakers, official status, and
cultural and historical significance. We provide detailed overviews of inflectional languages,
highlighting main variants and conjugation classes. Our book emphasizes the grammatical and
sociolinguistic features of major languages, making it a reliable resource for both students and
enthusiasts. It is designed to be accessible to anyone interested in language studies, offering a
thorough understanding of the subject.
  language spoken in south america: The World's Major Languages Bernard Comrie,
2017-07-05 This volume features over fifty of the world's languages and language families. The
featured languages have been chosen based on the number of speakers, their role as official
languages and their cultural and historical importance. Each language is looked at in depth, and the
chapters provide information on both grammatical features and on salient features of the language's
history and cultural role. This second edition has been updated and revised. Two new languages,
Amharic and Javanese, have been included. This accessible volume will appeal to anyone with an
interest in linguistics.Key features:Attention is paid to both grammatical and sociolinguistic
featuresAttention is concentrated on the world's major languagesDesigned to be accessible to all
readers with an interest in language.
  language spoken in south america: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2020-09-03
Requiring no background in linguistics, this book introduces readers to the rich diversity of human
languages.
  language spoken in south america: The Greek & Latin Roots of English Tamara M. Green,
2020-07-01 More than 60 percent of all English words have Greek or Latin roots; in the vocabulary
of the sciences and technology, the figure rises to more than 90 percent. Through the study of the
Greek and Latin roots of English, students can expand their knowledge of English vocabulary and
also come to understand the ways in which the complex history of the English language has shaped
our perceptions of the world around us. The sixth edition of The Greek and Latin Roots of English
maintains the book’s much-praised thematic approach. After an essential overview of world
languages, and the linguistic histories of Greek, Latin, and English, the text organizes vocabulary
into various topics, including politics and government, psychology, medicine and the biological
science, as well as ancient culture, religion, and philosophy. The sixth edition features revised
cumulative exercises in each chapter that reinforce both vocabulary and analytical skills learned
from pervious chapter. The sixth edition also features alphabetized vocabulary lists, new photos and
cartoons, and other reader-friendly updates. The Greek and Latin Roots of English remains an
essential text to help students not only learn vocabulary and understand the power of language, but
also appreciate the pleasures of pitfuls of language study.
  language spoken in south america: Composition Standards Jerohn Joseph Savitz, Myrtle



Garrison Bates, D. Ralph Starry, 1923
  language spoken in south america: LATIN AMERICA NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-01-05
Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  language spoken in south america: The People and Culture of Latin America Susan Nichols,
2017-07-15 Latin America’s population is estimated to be well over half a billion people—almost
one-tenth of the world’s population—living in thirty-three different countries and territories. This
engrossing title explores the people of South America, Central America, Mexico, and the West Indies
and provides extensive detail on their diverse cultures. An authoritative overview of the varied and
rich traditions of each of these regions is presented, as well as a thorough discussion of the
religions, languages, and ethnicities of Latin Americans.
  language spoken in south america: Language Documentation and Revitalization in
Latin American Contexts Gabriela Pérez Báez, Chris Rogers, Jorge Emilio Rosés Labrada,
2016-07-11 Up to now, the focus in the field of language documentation has been predominantly on
North American and Australian languages. However, the greatest genetic diversity in languages is
found in Latin America, home to over 100 distinct language families. This book gives the Latin
American context the attention it requires by consolidating the work of field researchers
experienced in the region into one volume for the first time.
  language spoken in south america: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1909
  language spoken in south america: The Indigenous Languages of the Americas Lyle
Campbell, 2024 The Indigenous Languages of the Americas: History and Classification is about the
American Indian languages, all the Indigenous languages of the Americas. It takes stock of what is
known about the history and classification of these languages and language families. It identifies the
gaps in knowledge and puts them into perspective, and it assesses differences of opinion. It also
resolves some issues and make new contributions of its own. The book deals incisively with the
major themes involving these languages, with the classification and history of the Indigenous
languages of North American, Middle American (Mexico and Central America), and South American;
with difficulties involving names of the languages; origins of the languages of the New World;
unclassified, phantom, fake, and spurious languages in the Americas; recent hypotheses of remote
linguistic relationships; the linguistic areas of the Americas; contact languages, including pidgins,
lingua francas, and mixed languages; and loanwords and other new words in the native languages of
the Americas--
  language spoken in south america: Rhodes' Journal of Banking and the Bankers' Magazine
Consolidated , 1909
  language spoken in south america: Atlas of Languages of Intercultural Communication in the
Pacific, Asia, and the Americas Stephen A. Wurm, Peter Mühlhäusler, Darrell T. Tryon, 2011-02-11
“An absolutely unique work in linguistics publishing – full of beautiful maps and authoritative
accounts of well-known and little-known language encounters. Essential reading (and map-viewing)



for students of language contact with a global perspective.” Prof. Dr. Martin Haspelmath,
Max-Planck-Institut für Evolutionäre Anthropologie The two text volumes cover a large geographical
area, including Australia, New Zealand, Melanesia, South -East Asia (Insular and Continental),
Oceania, the Philippines, Taiwan, Korea, Mongolia, Central Asia, the Caucasus Area, Siberia, Arctic
Areas, Canada, Northwest Coast and Alaska, United States Area, Mexico, Central America, and
South America. The Atlas is a detailed, far-reaching handbook of fundamental importance, dealing
with a large number of diverse fields of knowledge, with the reported facts based on sound scholarly
research and scientific findings, but presented in a form intelligible to non-specialists and educated
lay persons in general.
  language spoken in south america: Communicating Globally Wallace V. Schmidt, Roger N.
Conaway, Susan S. Easton, William J. Wardrope, 2007-02-13 Communicating Globally: Intercultural
Communication and International Business uniquely integrates the theory and skills of intercultural
communication with the practices of multinational organizations and international business. Authors
Wallace V. Schmidt, Roger N. Conaway, Susan S. Easton, and William J. Wardrope provide students
with a cultural general awareness of diverse world views, valuable insights on understanding and
overcoming cultural differences, and a clear path to international business success.
  language spoken in south america: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human Communication
Sciences and Disorders Jack S. Damico, Martin J. Ball, 2019-03-01 The SAGE Encyclopedia of
Human Communication Sciences and Disorders is an in-depth encyclopedia aimed at students
interested in interdisciplinary perspectives on human communication—both normal and
disordered—across the lifespan. This timely and unique set will look at the spectrum of
communication disorders, from causation and prevention to testing and assessment; through
rehabilitation, intervention, and education. Examples of the interdisciplinary reach of this
encyclopedia: A strong focus on health issues, with topics such as Asperger's syndrome, fetal alcohol
syndrome, anatomy of the human larynx, dementia, etc. Including core psychology and cognitive
sciences topics, such as social development, stigma, language acquisition, self-help groups, memory,
depression, memory, Behaviorism, and cognitive development Education is covered in topics such as
cooperative learning, special education, classroom-based service delivery The editors have recruited
top researchers and clinicians across multiple fields to contribute to approximately 640 signed
entries across four volumes.
  language spoken in south america: Endangered Languages Lenore A. Grenoble, Lindsay J.
Whaley, 1998-03-26 This book provides an overview of the issues surrounding language loss. It
brings together work by theoretical linguists, field linguists, and non-linguist members of minority
communities to provide an integrated view of how language is lost, from sociological and economic
as well as from linguistic perspectives. The contributions to the volume fall into four categories. The
chapters by Dorian and Grenoble and Whaley provide an overview of language endangerment.
Grinevald, England, Jacobs, and Nora and Richard Dauenhauer describe the situation confronting
threatened languages from both a linguistic and sociological perspective. The understudied issue of
what (beyond a linguistic system) can be lost as a language ceases to be spoken is addressed by
Mithun, Hale, Jocks, and Woodbury. In the last section, Kapanga, Myers-Scotton, and Vakhtin
consider the linguistic processes which underlie language attrition.
  language spoken in south america: Speaking Spanish in the US Janet M. Fuller, Jennifer
Leeman, 2020-06-02 This book introduces readers to basic concepts of sociolinguistics with a focus
on Spanish in the US. The coverage goes beyond linguistics to examine the history and politics of
Spanish in the US, the relationship of language to Latinx identities, and how language ideologies and
policies reflect and shape societal views of Spanish and its speakers. Accessible to those with no
linguistic background, this book provides students with a foundation in the study of language and
society, and the opportunity to relate theoretical concepts to Spanish in the US in a range of
contexts, including everyday speech, contemporary culture, media, education and policy. The book is
a substantially revised and expanded 2nd edition of Spanish Speakers in the USA, including new
chapters on the history of Spanish in the US, the demographics of Spanish in the US, and language



policy; and expanded chapters on language ideologies, race, identity, media, and education. A
Spanish-language edition of this book is also available:
https://www.multilingual-matters.com/page/detail/?K=9781800413931.
  language spoken in south america: Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But
Were Afraid to Ask Anton Treuer, 2021-04-06 Now in paperback! An essential book of questions
and answers for Native and non-Native young readers alike. Ranging from “Why is there such a fuss
about nonnative people wearing Indian costumes for Halloween?” to “Why is it called a ‘traditional
Indian fry bread taco’?“ to “What’s it like for natives who don’t look native?” to “Why are Indians so
often imagined rather than understood?”, and beyond, Everything You Wanted to Know About
Indians But Were Afraid to Ask (Young Readers Edition) does exactly what its title says for young
readers, in a style consistently thoughtful, personal, and engaging. Updated and expanded to
include: * Dozens of New Questions and New Sections—including a social activism section that
explores the Dakota Access Pipeline, racism, identity, politics, and more! * Over 50 new Photos *
Adapted text for broad appeal P R A I S E Best of the Year: Chicago Public Library * Kirkus *
Cooperative Children's Book Center “A wide-ranging compendium of provocative questions and
satisfying answers. Perfect for browsing or a deep dive.”—San Francisco Chronicle ★ “Wise,
well-researched, and not to be missed. This collection of short essays about Native Americans is
comprehensive, equitable, and generous.” —Kirkus (starred) ★ “Reading this book is like enjoying a
talk with a close relative who wants you to learn, grow, and continue to ask questions. This book is
an important resource about contemporary North American Indigenous peoples. Recommend for all
libraries.”—School Library Journal (starred) “An excellent resource that should be in every middle
and high school.”—School Library Connection “A personal, reflective, yet thoroughly grounded take
on the present as well as the past, and it’s a great starting place for young readers beginning to ask
these exact questions.” —Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
  language spoken in south america: Encyclopedia of the World's Endangered Languages
Christopher Moseley, 2008-03-10 The concern for the fast-disappearing language stocks of the world
has arisen particularly in the past decade, as a result of the impact of globalization. This book
appears as an answer to a felt need: to catalogue and describe those languages, making up the vast
majority of the world's six thousand or more distinct tongues, which are in danger of disappearing
within the next few decades. Endangerment is a complex issue, and the reasons why so many of the
world's smaller, less empowered languages are not being passed on to future generations today are
discussed in the book's introduction. The introduction is followed by regional sections, each
authored by a notable specialist, combining to provide a comprehensive listing of every language
which, by the criteria of endangerment set out in the introduction, is likely to disappear within the
next few decades. These languages make up ninety per cent of the world's remaining language
stocks. Each regional section comprises an introduction that deals with problems of language
preservation peculiar to the area, surveys of known extinct languages, and problems of
classification. The introduction is followed by a list of all known languages within the region,
endangered or not, arranged by genetic affiliation, with endangered and extinct languages marked.
This listing is followed by entries in alphabetical order covering each language listed as endangered.
Useful maps are provided to pinpoint the more complex clusters of smaller languages in every
region of the world. The Encyclopedia therefore provides in a single resource: expert analysis of the
current language policy situation in every multilingual country and on every continent, detailed
descriptions of little-known languages from all over the world, and clear alphabetical entries, region
by region, of all the world's languages currently thought to be in danger of extinction. The
Encyclopedia of the World’s Endangered Languages will be a necessary addition to all academic
linguistics collections and will be a useful resource for a range of readers with an interest in
development studies, cultural heritage and international affairs.
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