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Just as I Am E Lynn Harris: Exploring the Depths of a Powerful Memoir

just as i am e lynn harris is more than just a memoir; it’s a profound journey into the life and experiences of
E. Lynn Harris, a trailblazing African-American author known for his candid storytelling and
groundbreaking exploration of Black LGBTQ+ themes. This book offers readers an intimate glimpse into
Harris’s world, revealing the struggles, triumphs, and complexities that shaped him both as a person and a
writer. If you’re curious about the man behind the novels that changed contemporary Black literature,
“Just as I Am” is a must-read.

The Significance of Just as I Am E Lynn Harris in Literary
Circles

When discussing influential memoirs, “Just as I Am” by E. Lynn Harris stands out for its raw honesty and
cultural impact. Harris was one of the first African-American authors to openly write about gay
relationships within the Black community, breaking barriers and opening doors for future writers. His
memoir isn’t just an autobiography; it’s a testament to resilience and self-acceptance, themes that resonate
deeply with many readers.

Breaking Barriers: Harris’s Role in Black LGBTQ+ Literature

E. Lynn Harris’s work, including his memoir, challenged the silence surrounding homosexuality in Black
communities. In “Just as I Am,” he shares personal anecdotes that highlight the tension between cultural
expectations and his own identity. This candidness helped foster greater visibility and understanding,
encouraging conversations that were often avoided.

By blending humor, vulnerability, and unapologetic truth, Harris created a narrative that is both relatable
and inspiring. His memoir provides valuable insight into the intersectionality of race, sexuality, and societal
norms, making it a critical resource for readers seeking to understand these complex dynamics.

Diving Into the Themes of Just as I Am E Lynn Harris

At its core, “Just as I Am” explores themes of identity, acceptance, family, and perseverance. Harris’s
storytelling invites readers to walk alongside him through moments of joy, heartbreak, and self-discovery.
Here are some of the key themes that make this memoir stand out:



Identity and Self-Acceptance

One of the most powerful aspects of “Just as I Am” is Harris’s exploration of identity. He candidly discusses
his journey toward embracing his sexuality in a society that often marginalized him. This theme is
especially poignant because it speaks to anyone who has ever felt different or struggled to find acceptance.

The Complexity of Family Relationships

Harris also delves into the complexities of his family dynamics, revealing how love and misunderstanding
often coexisted. His narrative sheds light on the challenges many LGBTQ+ individuals face within their
own families, highlighting the importance of compassion and communication.

Overcoming Adversity

From dealing with societal prejudice to personal setbacks, Harris’s memoir is a story of resilience. Readers
witness how he navigates obstacles with strength and determination, providing inspiration for those facing
their own challenges.

Why Just as I Am E Lynn Harris Resonates with Readers Today

The relevance of “Just as I Am” extends well beyond its initial publication. In today’s cultural climate,
where conversations around race, sexuality, and identity continue to evolve, Harris’s memoir remains a
vital touchstone.

Relatable Authenticity

Readers appreciate Harris’s authenticity — he doesn’t sugarcoat his experiences but shares them with
warmth and honesty. This genuine approach allows readers from diverse backgrounds to connect with his
story on a personal level.

Representation Matters

For many Black LGBTQ+ individuals, seeing their experiences reflected in literature can be empowering.
Harris’s memoir fills a gap in representation, offering a narrative that validates and celebrates their



identities.

Educational Value

Beyond personal resonance, “Just as I Am” serves as an educational tool. It offers insights into cultural and
social issues that are essential for fostering empathy and understanding in broader audiences.

Tips for Reading and Engaging With Just as I Am E Lynn Harris

To fully appreciate the depth of E. Lynn Harris’s memoir, here are some suggestions that can enrich your
reading experience:

Approach with an open mind: Be prepared to encounter emotions and perspectives that may
challenge preconceived notions.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how Harris’s experiences relate to broader societal issues and your
own life.

Discuss with others: Sharing your thoughts in book clubs or discussion groups can deepen
understanding and appreciation.

Explore Harris’s other works: Reading his novels alongside the memoir provides a fuller picture of
his literary voice and impact.

The Legacy of E. Lynn Harris Through Just as I Am

E. Lynn Harris’s influence on literature and culture is undeniable, and “Just as I Am” encapsulates his
enduring legacy. His courage to share his story paved the way for more inclusive narratives and
encouraged others to embrace their truths.

This memoir stands as a beacon for authenticity and hope, reminding readers that acceptance begins within.
Harris’s life and work continue to inspire new generations of writers and readers alike, proving that
storytelling has the power to change hearts and minds.

Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to E. Lynn Harris’s writing, “Just as I Am” offers a compelling,



heartfelt journey that stays with you long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Just As I Am' by E. Lynn Harris?
The main theme of 'Just As I Am' is self-acceptance and the exploration of identity, particularly focusing on
the experiences of a gay African American man coming to terms with his sexuality.

Who is the protagonist in 'Just As I Am' by E. Lynn Harris?
The protagonist of the novel is Raymond Winston Tyler Jr., a young man from Texas who navigates his
life, relationships, and identity as he moves to Dallas and later to New York.

How does E. Lynn Harris address LGBTQ+ issues in 'Just As I Am'?
E. Lynn Harris addresses LGBTQ+ issues by portraying the struggles and triumphs of a Black gay man,
highlighting themes like coming out, societal acceptance, family dynamics, and the search for love and
belonging.

When was 'Just As I Am' by E. Lynn Harris first published?
'Just As I Am' was first published in 1994 and is considered a groundbreaking work in African American
LGBTQ+ literature.

Why is 'Just As I Am' by E. Lynn Harris considered important in African
American literature?
It is important because it was one of the first novels to openly explore the life of a Black gay man, breaking
stereotypes and providing representation for a marginalized community within African American
literature.

Has 'Just As I Am' by E. Lynn Harris received any awards or critical
acclaim?
Yes, 'Just As I Am' received critical acclaim for its honest and heartfelt portrayal of its characters and
themes, establishing E. Lynn Harris as a significant voice in contemporary African American and LGBTQ+
literature.



Additional Resources
Just As I Am E Lynn Harris: A Deep Dive into the Groundbreaking Memoir

just as i am e lynn harris stands as a poignant and influential memoir that explores themes of identity,
sexuality, and self-acceptance within the African American community. E. Lynn Harris, acclaimed for his
candid storytelling and groundbreaking narratives, presents a raw and unfiltered account of his life in this
autobiographical work. The memoir not only charts Harris's personal journey but also serves as a touchstone
in contemporary literature addressing African American LGBTQ+ experiences.

This article delves into the significance of Just As I Am by E. Lynn Harris, examining its thematic depth,
narrative style, and cultural impact. Through an investigative lens, we analyze how the memoir fits
within Harris’s broader literary oeuvre and its resonance among readers seeking authentic representation.
Additionally, we explore the keywords and search trends associated with Just As I Am E Lynn Harris to
better understand its ongoing relevance in literary discussions and digital searches.

Contextual Background of Just As I Am by E. Lynn Harris

E. Lynn Harris, an author celebrated for his trailblazing approach to writing about black gay men,
embarked on a new literary terrain with his memoir, Just As I Am. Released after the success of his fiction
novels, this memoir diverges from Harris’s typical storytelling by offering a firsthand narrative rather than
fictionalized accounts. The book chronicles Harris’s struggles with his sexual identity, the societal pressures
he faced, and his eventual embrace of who he truly is.

The memoir is historically significant for its timing and content. Published during a period when African
American LGBTQ+ voices were still marginalized in mainstream literature, Just As I Am E Lynn Harris
carved a space for honest representation. The author’s decision to share his life story candidly was both
courageous and necessary, contributing to broader dialogues about race, sexuality, and acceptance in
America.

Literary Style and Narrative Approach

One of the distinguishing features of Just As I Am is Harris’s narrative clarity and emotional honesty.
Unlike his novels, where fictional characters navigate complex relationships and societal stigmas, the
memoir places Harris himself at the center, allowing readers an intimate view of his life. His writing style
remains accessible yet profound, blending straightforward prose with evocative passages that reveal his
internal conflicts.

E. Lynn Harris employs a chronological structure that guides readers through key moments: from his



upbringing in a conservative environment to his first experiences grappling with his sexual identity, and
finally, to his public acknowledgment and advocacy. The memoir’s tone shifts between reflective,
vulnerable, and at times, hopeful, creating a compelling narrative arc.

Thematic Exploration in Just As I Am

Central to Just As I Am are themes that resonate deeply within the African American community and the
LGBTQ+ experience:

Identity and Self-Acceptance: Harris’s journey underscores the challenges of reconciling one’s true
self with societal expectations, particularly within a culture that often stigmatizes homosexuality.

Family and Community Dynamics: The memoir explores the complexities of familial relationships,
including moments of rejection and eventual understanding, highlighting the role of community in
shaping identity.

Resilience and Empowerment: Harris’s story is one of overcoming adversity, illustrating the power
of resilience in the face of discrimination and personal struggle.

These themes are not only deeply personal but also reflect larger social issues prevalent during the time of
the memoir’s release and remain relevant today.

Impact and Reception of Just As I Am E Lynn Harris

The reception of Just As I Am was overwhelmingly positive, with critics praising Harris’s bravery and the
memoir’s candid portrayal of a black gay man’s life. The book resonated with readers who saw their own
struggles mirrored in Harris’s experiences, as well as with those eager to gain insight into narratives often
excluded from mainstream literature.

Data from book sales and online search trends indicate a sustained interest in Just As I Am, particularly
among audiences seeking African American LGBTQ+ literature. On platforms like Goodreads and Amazon,
the memoir maintains high ratings, with reviewers commending its authenticity and emotional depth.

Comparisons with Other Works by E. Lynn Harris



Just As I Am differentiates itself from Harris’s fictional works such as “Invisible Life” and “Not a Day Goes
By,” which also address themes of sexuality and identity. While his novels use fictional characters to
explore these issues, the memoir offers a direct, autobiographical perspective. This shift lends an added
layer of sincerity, allowing readers to connect with the author’s real-life narrative.

Moreover, the memoir complements Harris’s fictional storytelling by providing context to the themes
explored in his novels, offering readers a more holistic understanding of the author’s motivations and
experiences.

SEO Insights: Just As I Am E Lynn Harris and Related Search
Queries

Analyzing keyword patterns related to just as i am e lynn harris reveals a consistent interest in several
areas:

Book summaries and analyses: Readers often search for detailed breakdowns of the memoir’s content
and themes.

Author biography: Interest in E. Lynn Harris’s life and career frequently accompanies searches for
the memoir.

LGBTQ+ African American literature: The memoir is commonly referenced within this niche,
highlighting its importance as a cultural touchstone.

Quotes and excerpts: Many users seek memorable passages or inspirational quotes from the book.

By naturally incorporating these keywords throughout content discussing the memoir, authors and
reviewers can enhance their SEO effectiveness while providing comprehensive and valuable information
to readers.

Pros and Cons of Just As I Am for Readers

Pros:

Authentic and heartfelt storytelling from E. Lynn Harris’s perspective.



Illuminates underrepresented experiences within African American and LGBTQ+
communities.

Accessible writing style that appeals to both general and academic audiences.

Encourages empathy and broadens cultural understanding.

Cons:

Some readers may find the memoir’s candid discussions of sexuality and family conflict
challenging.

Those unfamiliar with the cultural context might require supplemental background to fully
appreciate nuances.

These considerations help potential readers gauge whether Just As I Am aligns with their interests and
expectations.

The Enduring Legacy of Just As I Am

Just As I Am E Lynn Harris continues to hold a vital place in literary conversations, not only for its
autobiographical content but also for its broader cultural implications. The memoir’s honest portrayal of a
black gay man’s life challenges stereotypes and expands the narrative landscape within American
literature.

In an era where diverse voices are increasingly celebrated, Harris’s work remains a foundational text that
informs and inspires. For readers and scholars alike, Just As I Am offers a window into the complexities of
identity, revealing the universal quest for acceptance and the courage it takes to live authentically.

Just As I Am E Lynn Harris

  just as i am e lynn harris: Just As I Am E. Lynn Harris, 1995-02-15 E. Lynn Harris's blend of
rich, romantic storytelling and controversial contemporary issues like race and bisexuality have
found an enthusiastic and diverse audience across America. Readers celebrate the arrival in
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paperback of his second novel, Just As I Am, which picks up where Invisible Life left off, introducing
Harris's appealing and authentic characters to a new set of joys, conflicts, and choices. Raymond, a
young black lawyer from the South, struggles to come to terms with his sexuality and with the grim
reality of AIDS. Nicole, an aspiring singer/actress, experiences frustration in both her career and in
her attempts to find a genuine love relationship. Both characters share an eclectic group of friends
who challenge them, and the reader, to look at themselves and the world around thern through
different eyes. By portraying Nicole's and Raymond's joys, as well as their pain, Harris never ceases
to remind us that life, like love, is about self-acceptance. In this vivid portrait of contemporary black
life, with all its pressures and the complications of bisexuality, AIDS, and racism, Harris confirms a
faith in the power of love -- love of all kinds -- to thrill and to heal, which will warm the hearts of
readers everywhere.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Just As I Am E. Lynn Harris, 2012-11-28 E. Lynn Harris's blend of
rich, romantic storytelling and controversial contemporary issues like race and bisexuality have
found an enthusiastic and diverse audience across America. Readers celebrate the arrival in
paperback of his second novel, Just As I Am, which picks up where Invisible Life left off, introducing
Harris's appealing and authentic characters to a new set of joys, conflicts, and choices. Raymond, a
young black lawyer from the South, struggles to come to terms with his sexuality and with the grim
reality of AIDS. Nicole, an aspiring singer/actress, experiences frustration in both her career and in
her attempts to find a genuine love relationship. Both characters share an eclectic group of friends
who challenge them, and the reader, to look at themselves and the world around thern through
different eyes. By portraying Nicole's and Raymond's joys, as well as their pain, Harris never ceases
to remind us that life, like love, is about self-acceptance. In this vivid portrait of contemporary black
life, with all its pressures and the complications of bisexuality, AIDS, and racism, Harris confirms a
faith in the power of love -- love of all kinds -- to thrill and to heal, which will warm the hearts of
readers everywhere.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Invisible Life E. Lynn Harris, 1994-02-15 The re-issue of a
remarkable first novel by a young, gay, black author who fashioned a deeply moving and compelling
coming of age story out of the highly controversial issues of bisexuality and AIDS. Law school,
girlfriends, and career choices were all part of Raymond Tyler's life, but there were other, more
terrifying issues for him to confront. Being black was tough enough, but Raymond was becoming
more and more conscious of sexual feelings that he knew weren't right. He was completely
committed to Sela, his longtime girlfriend, but his attraction to Kelvin, whom he had met during his
last year in law school, had become more than just a friendship. Fleeing to New York to escape both
Sela and Kelvin, Raymond finds himself more confused than ever before. New relationships--both
male and female--give him enormous pleasure but keep him from finding the inner peace and lasting
love he so desperately desires. The horrible illness and death of a friend eventually force Raymond,
at last, to face the truth.
  just as i am e lynn harris: If This World Were Mine E. Lynn Harris, 1998-06-15 Four
friends, all graduates of Hampton Institute, keep a collective journal they call If This World Were
Mine, and share their personal diaries each month at a gathering filled with humor, gossip, and
affirmation. The four group members are as different as the seasons, yet they all share a love of one
another. Yolanda, a media consultant, keeps it going on with a no-nonsense attitude and
independence that are balanced by the theatrics of Riley, a former marketing executive whose
marriage has reduced her to a kept woman with kids. Computer engineer Dwight's anger at the
world is offset by the compassion of Leland, a gay psychiatrist whose clients make him question why
God ever invented sex. But after five years, the once-strong bonds of friendship are weakening, and
the group must handle challenges of work, lost love, and a stranger in their midst. As the group
members confront their true feelings toward each other, resentments and long-held secrets surface,
and the stability of the group begins to disintegrate. Is their past friendship strong enough to survive
the future?
  just as i am e lynn harris: The Cambridge Companion to American Gay and Lesbian



Literature Scott Herring, 2015-05-26 Writing anything definitive about the queer American novel
will always be unsatisfying, if not impossible. Unsatisfying, because the romances they contain are
uncertain and, quite often, doomed: heartbreak, violence, and persecution pepper nearly every page.
Impossible, because the genre's terrain is as vast and uncertain as America itself: the spaces, the
characters, plots, ideas, and dynamics - too varied. The minute you say one thing, you could say
another. And perhaps that might be the point. As one character from Djuna Barnes's lesbian novel
Nightwood puts it, With an American anything can be done.'1 We could say the same about the
queer American novel. If there is anything consistently connecting this genre, it is that it features,
however obliquely, the effects characters (usually American, but not always) have as they seek
reasons for why they have sexual feelings for those that are not obvious or traditional object choices.
Frequently, these effects instruct characters in their pursuit of self-knowledge and
self-understanding, especially if others have pathologized their desires (and America has and does
pathologize its queers). In her autobiographical graphic memoir Fun Home, Alison Bechdel tells a
story of a variety of discoveries that books, explicitly queer or not, can inspire. During the same
afternoon when she acknowledges that she is a lesbian, she also finds herself asking a professor to
let her take his course on James Joyce's Ulysses - her father's favorite book. As we move from the
captions and the meticulous, stylized drawings, canonical books acquire an increasingly important
role: books become guides to how Bechdel will affect a convergence with her abstracted father.--
  just as i am e lynn harris: A Reader's Book of Days: True Tales from the Lives and Works of
Writers for Every Day of the Year Tom Nissley, 2013-11-04 A witty and addictively readable
day-by-day literary companion. At once a love letter to literature and a charming guide to the books
most worth reading, A Reader's Book of Days features bite-size accounts of events in the lives of
great authors for every day of the year. Here is Marcel Proust starting In Search of Lost Time and
Virginia Woolf scribbling in the margin of her own writing, Is it nonsense, or is it brilliance? Fictional
events that take place within beloved books are also included: the birth of Harry Potter’s enemy
Draco Malfoy, the blood-soaked prom in Stephen King’s Carrie. A Reader's Book of Days is filled
with memorable and surprising tales from the lives and works of Martin Amis, Jane Austen, James
Baldwin, Roberto Bolano, the Brontë sisters, Junot Díaz, Philip K. Dick, Charles Dickens, Joan Didion,
F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Keats, Hilary Mantel, Haruki Murakami, Flannery O’Connor, Orhan Pamuk,
George Plimpton, Marilynne Robinson, W. G. Sebald, Dr. Seuss, Zadie Smith, Susan Sontag, Hunter
S. Thompson, Leo Tolstoy, David Foster Wallace, and many more. The book also notes the days on
which famous authors were born and died; it includes lists of recommended reading for every month
of the year as well as snippets from book reviews as they appeared across literary history; and
throughout there are wry illustrations by acclaimed artist Joanna Neborsky. Brimming with nearly
2,000 stories, A Reader's Book of Days will have readers of every stripe reaching for their favorite
books and discovering new ones.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Just Too Good to Be True E. Lynn Harris, 2009-06-30 A New York
Times Bestseller Brady Bledsoe and his mother, Carmyn, have a strong relationship. A single
mother, faithful churchgoer, and the owner of several successful Atlanta beauty salons, Carmyn has
devoted herself to her son and his dream of becoming a professional football player. Brady has
always followed her lead, including becoming a member of the church's Celibacy Circle. Now, in his
senior year at college, the smart and very handsome Brady is a lead contender for the Heisman
Trophy and a spot in the NFL. As sports agents hover around Brady, a beautiful and charming
cheerleader named Barrett enters the picture. Barrett is set on seducing Brady and getting a piece
of his multimillion-dollar future. But is that all she wants from him? Is she acting alone? In a story
that combines football, family, faith and secrets, Just Too Good to Be True is a sweeping novel that
proves once and again why E. Lynn Harris is a bestselling author.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Black Like Us Devon Carbado, 2011-11-01 Winner of the 2003
Lambda Literary Award for Fiction Anthology Showcasing the work of literary giants like Langston
Hughes, James Baldwin, Audre Lorde, Alice Walker, and writers whom readers may be surprised to
learn were in the life, Black Like Us is the most comprehensive collection of fiction by African



American lesbian, gay, and bisexual writers ever published. From the Harlem Renaissance to the
Great Migration of the Depression era, from the postwar civil rights, feminist, and gay liberation
movements, to the unabashedly complex sexual explorations of the present day, Black Like Us
accomplishes a sweeping survey of 20th century literature.
  just as i am e lynn harris: 100 Most Popular African American Authors Bernard A. Drew,
2006-11-30 Here's a one stop resource, containing 100 profiles of your favorite contemporary
African American writers, along with complete lists of their works. Focusing on writers who have
made their mark in the past 25 years, this guide stresses African American writers of popular and
genre literature-from Rochelle Alers and Octavia Butler, and Samuel Delaney to Walter Mosley, and
Omar Tyree, with a few classic literary giants also included. Short profiles provide an overview of
the author's life and summarize his or her writing accomplishments. Many are accompanied by
black-and-white photos of the author. The biographies are followed by a complete list of the author's
published works. Where can you find information about popular, contemporary African American
authors? Web sites can be difficult to locate and unreliable, particularly for some of the newer
authors, and their contents are inconsistent and often inaccurate. Although there are a number of
reference works on African American writers, the emphasis tends to be on historical and literary
authors. Here's a single volume containing 100 profiles of your favorite contemporary African
American writers, along with lists of their works. Short profiles provide an overview of the author's
life and summarize his or her writing accomplishments. Many are accompanied by black-and-white
photos of the author. The biographies are followed by a complete list of the author's published
works. Focusing on writers who have made their mark in the past 25 years, this guide covers African
American writers of popular and genre literature—from Rochelle Alers, Octavia Butler, and Samuel
Delaney to Walter Mosley, Omar Tyree, and Zane. A few classic literary giants who are popular with
today's readers are also included—e.g., Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison, and Richard Wright. Readers
who want to know more about their favorite African American authors or find other books written by
those authors, students researching AA authors for reports and papers, and educators seeking
background information for classes in African American literature will find this guide invaluable.
(High school and up.)
  just as i am e lynn harris: A History of the African American Novel Valerie Babb, 2017-07-31
This History is intended for a broad audience seeking knowledge of how novels interact with and
influence their cultural landscape. Its interdisciplinary approach will appeal to those interested in
novels and film, graphic novels, novels and popular culture, transatlantic blackness, and the
interfacing of race, class, gender, and aesthetics.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Jet , 1998-02-23 The weekly source of African American political
and entertainment news.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Writing African American Women Elizabeth A. Beaulieu, 2006-04-30
Women have had a complex experience in African American culture. The first work of its kind, this
encyclopedia approaches African American literature from a Women's Studies perspective. While
Yolanda Williams Page's Encyclopedia of African American Women Writers provides biographical
entries on more than 150 literary figures, this book is much broader in scope. Included are several
hundred alphabetically arranged entries on African American women writers, as well as on male
writers who have treated women in their works. Entries on genres, periods, themes, characters,
historical events, texts, places, and other topics are included as well. Each entry is written by an
expert contributor and relates its subject to the overall experience of women in African American
literature. Entries cite works for further reading, and the encyclopedia closes with a selected,
general bibliography. African American culture is enormously diverse, and the experience of women
in African American society is especially complex. Women were among the first African American
writers, and works by black women writers are popular among students and general readers alike.
At the same time, African American women have been oppressed, and texts by black male authors
represent women in a variety of ways. The first of its kind, this encyclopedia approaches African
American literature from a Women's Studies perspective, and thus significantly illuminates the



African American cultural experience through literary works. Included are several hundred
alphabetically arranged entries, written by numerous expert contributors. In addition to covering
male and female African American authors, the encyclopedia also discusses themes, major works
and characters, genres, periods, historical events, places, and other topics. Included are entries on
such authors as: ; Maya Angelou ; James Baldwin ; Frederick Douglass ; Nikki Giovanni ; June Jordan
; Claude McKay ; Ishmael Reed ; Sojourner Truth ; Phillis Wheatley ; And many others. In addition,
the many works discussed include: ; Beloved ; Blanche on the Lam ; Iknow Why the Caged Bird
Sings ; The Men of Brewster Place ; Quicksand ; The Street ; Waiting to Exhale ; And many more.
The many topical entries cover: ; Black Feminism ; Black Nationalism ; Conjuring ; Children's and
Young Adult Literature ; Detective Fiction ; Epistolary Novel ; Motherhood ; Sexuality ; Spirituality ;
Stereotypes ; And many others. Entries relate their topics to the experience of African American
women and cite works for further reading. Features and Benefits: ; Includes hundreds of
alphabetically arranged entries. ; Draws on the work of numerous expert contributors. ; Includes a
selected, general bibliography. ; Offers a range of finding aids, such as a list of entries, a guide to
related topics, and an extensive index. ; Supports the literature curriculum by helping students
analyze major writers and works. ; Supports the social studies curriculum by helping students use
literature to understand the experience of African American women. ; Covers the full chronological
range of African American literature. ; Fosters a respect for cultural diversity. ; Develops research
skills by directing students to additional sources of information. ; Builds bridges between African
American history, literature, and Women's Studies.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Encyclopedia of the American Novel Abby H. P. Werlock,
2015-04-22 Praise for the print edition: ... no other reference work on American fiction brings
together such an array of authors and texts as this.
  just as i am e lynn harris: The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction
Darryl Dickson-Carr, 2005-10-14 From Ishmael Reed and Toni Morrison to Colson Whitehead and
Terry McMillan, Darryl Dickson-Carr offers a definitive guide to contemporary African American
literature. This volume-the only reference work devoted exclusively to African American fiction of
the last thirty-five years-presents a wealth of factual and interpretive information about the major
authors, texts, movements, and ideas that have shaped contemporary African American fiction. In
more than 160 concise entries, arranged alphabetically, Dickson-Carr discusses the careers, works,
and critical receptions of Alice Walker, Gloria Naylor, Jamaica Kincaid, Charles Johnson, John Edgar
Wideman, Leon Forrest, as well as other prominent and lesser-known authors. Each entry presents
ways of reading the author's works, identifies key themes and influences, assesses the writer's
overarching significance, and includes sources for further research. Dickson-Carr addresses the
influence of a variety of literary movements, critical theories, and publishers of African American
work. Topics discussed include the Black Arts Movement, African American postmodernism,
feminism, and the influence of hip-hop, the blues, and jazz on African American novelists. In tracing
these developments, Dickson-Carr examines the multitude of ways authors have portrayed the
diverse experiences of African Americans. The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American
Fiction situates African American fiction in the social, political, and cultural contexts of post-Civil
Rights era America: the drug epidemics of the 1980s and 1990s and the concomitant war on drugs,
the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement, the struggle for gay rights, feminism, the rise of HIV/AIDS,
and racism's continuing effects on African American communities. Dickson-Carr also discusses the
debates and controversies regarding the role of literature in African American life. The volume
concludes with an extensive annotated bibliography of African American fiction and criticism.
  just as i am e lynn harris: The Advocate , 1999-07-06 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing LGBT
publication in the United States.
  just as i am e lynn harris: The Advocate , 2009
  just as i am e lynn harris: Bisexual Men in Culture and Society Erich W Steinman, Brett
Genny Beemyn, 2014-05-01 Gain a fresh perspective on this misunderstood sexual orientation!From



invisible to pathological, the literary, cultural, and theoretical representations of male bisexuality
have been almost uniformly negative. Bisexual Men in Culture and Society provides a clear, rational
analysis of the negative stereotypes and the underlying reasons for them.”The bisexual is the brutal
father, the abusive husband, the violent rapist (all familiar figures of male heterosexual power), but
he is also the simpering, oral-sadistic mama's boy found in psychoanalytic accounts of
homosexuality. . . . Bisexuals are queers with straight privilege, . . . straights with gay chic.”
Jonathan David White's caustic summary of bisexual men as seen in David Lynch's film Blue Velvet
also applies to many of the representations of male bisexuality in popular and high culture. The
original essays in Bisexual Men in Culture and Society deconstruct that dangerous image with
blistering force and accuracy. Bisexual Men in Culture and Society offers thoughtful, insightful
examinations of the cultural meanings of bisexuality, including: the recurring figure of the
predatory, immoral bisexual man in the novels of E. Lynn Harris the overlooked bisexual themes in
James Baldwin's classic novels Another Country and Giovanni's Room the murderous bisexual men in
such films as Blue Velvet and American Commandos the portrayal in women's magazines of the
bisexual husband as a promiscuous, deceitful AIDS carrier the conflicts within sexual-identity
politics between gay men and bisexual men the focus on bisexual orientation, rather than sexual
behavior, as a risk factor for AIDS Continuing the tradition of Bisexuality in the Lives of Men: Facts
and Fictions, Bisexual Men in Culture and Society offers a brilliant analysis of the lives of bisexual
men and their precarious position within a racist, sexist, and homophobic society.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Blacktino Queer Performance E. Patrick Johnson, Ramón H.
Rivera-Servera, 2016-05-19 Staging an important new conversation between performers and critics,
Blacktino Queer Performance approaches the interrelations of blackness and Latinidad through a
stimulating mix of theory and art. The collection contains nine performance scripts by established
and emerging black and Latina/o queer playwrights and performance artists, each accompanied by
an interview and critical essay conducted or written by leading scholars of black, Latina/o, and queer
expressive practices. As the volume's framing device, blacktino grounds the specificities of black and
brown social and political relations while allowing the contributors to maintain the goals of
queer-of-color critique. Whether interrogating constructions of Latino masculinity, theorizing the
black queer male experience, or examining black lesbian relationships, the contributors present
blacktino queer performance as an artistic, critical, political, and collaborative practice. These
scripts, interviews, and essays not only accentuate the value of blacktino as a reading device; they
radiate the possibilities for thinking through the concepts of blacktino, queer, and performance
across several disciplines. Blacktino Queer Performance reveals the inevitable flirtations, frictions,
and seductions that mark the contours of any ethnoracial love affair. Contributors. Jossiana Arroyo,
Marlon M. Bailey, Pamela Booker, Sharon Bridgforth, Jennifer Devere Brody, Cedric Brown,
Bernadette Marie Calafell, Javier Cardona, E. Patrick Johnson, Omi Osun Joni L. Jones, John Keene,
Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes, D. Soyini Madison, Jeffrey Q. McCune Jr., Andreea Micu, Charles I.
Nero, Tavia Nyong'o, Paul Outlaw, Coya Paz, Charles Rice-González, Sandra L. Richards, Matt
Richardson, Ramón H. Rivera-Servera, Celiany Rivera-Velázquez, Tamara Roberts, Lisa B.
Thompson, Beliza Torres Narváez, Patricia Ybarra, Vershawn Ashanti Young
  just as i am e lynn harris: Out , 1999-04 Out is a fashion, style, celebrity and opinion magazine
for the modern gay man.
  just as i am e lynn harris: Representations of Homosexuality R. Sneed, 2010-03-29 Roger
A. Sneed offers an alternative approach to black homosexuality for black religious scholars who have
traditionally viewed homosexuality as a problem. Instead, by drawing on a range of black gay
writers, Representations of Homosexuality points black religious scholarship towards an ethics of
openness.
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