1 survived the battle of gettysburg

**I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg: A Soldier’s Harrowing Tale**

1 survived the battle of gettysburg, one of the bloodiest and most pivotal
clashes in American history. Reflecting on that harrowing experience brings a
flood of memories—of chaos, courage, and the sheer will to live amid the
thunder of cannons and the cries of comrades. The Battle of Gettysburg,
fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, was more than just a military engagement;
it was a crucible that tested the resolve of every soldier involved.
Surviving such a monumental event isn’t just about luck-it’s about
resilience, quick thinking, and the bonds forged in the heat of war.

The Context of Gettysburg: Why This Battle
Mattered

Before diving into my personal experience, it’s important to understand why
Gettysburg was such a critical moment in the American Civil War. This three-
day battle marked the turning point in the conflict between the Union and the
Confederacy. The Confederate army, led by General Robert E. Lee, sought to
invade the North and force a decisive victory that could sway public opinion
and potentially end the war. The Union forces, under the command of General
George G. Meade, stood their ground in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, leading to
one of the largest and deadliest battles in U.S. history.

The stakes were high, and the terrain played a significant role-from the
ridges and hills like Cemetery Hill and Little Round Top to the open fields
perfect for infantry charges. The outcome would shape the future of the
nation.

My Experience: Surviving the Battle of
Gettysburg

Day One: Chaos and Confusion

I was part of the Union infantry, and the first day of battle was a
whirlwind. We were initially stationed north of town, where the Confederates
launched a fierce attack. The air was thick with smoke and the deafening roar
of musket fire. As bullets whizzed past, I remember ducking behind rocks and
fallen trees, trying to keep my wits about me while comrades fell around me.

The confusion was overwhelming—orders shouted, the clash of bayonets, and the



desperate attempts to hold defensive positions. Many soldiers, myself
included, had never faced such intense combat. Our lines wavered, and the
retreat toward Cemetery Hill was a bitter necessity.

Holding the Line: The Crucial Second Day

The second day was a test of endurance and strategy. The Union army took up
strong defensive positions on high ground. I vividly recall the fierce
fighting at places like Little Round Top, where every inch of ground was
contested with relentless determination.

In those moments, survival wasn’t just about avoiding bullets; it was about
teamwork. Soldiers from different regiments banded together, sharing
ammunition, water, and encouragement. The camaraderie helped us push back
Confederate assaults repeatedly.

Pickett’s Charge: Facing the Final Storm

The third day brought the infamous Pickett’s Charge—a large-scale Confederate
infantry assault aimed directly at the Union center on Cemetery Ridge.
Watching thousands of soldiers advance across open fields under heavy
artillery fire was terrifying. Bullets tore through the lines, and the ground
was littered with the fallen.

I found cover behind a stone wall, firing my rifle and assisting wounded
comrades when I could. It was a scene of both horror and heroism. When the
charge finally broke, and the Confederates retreated, a cautious hope settled
over us. We had survived, but at a tremendous cost.

Lessons Learned from Surviving Gettysburg

Surviving the Battle of Gettysburg was more than just a physical ordeal; it
taught me invaluable lessons about life, resilience, and humanity in the face
of adversity.

The Importance of Mental Fortitude

In the chaos of battle, it was easy to feel overwhelmed. However, maintaining
mental strength—staying calm, focusing on small tasks, and supporting fellow
soldiers—was essential. This psychological resilience was a key factor in
enduring the relentless pressure.



The Role of Preparation and Training

While no training could fully prepare us for the horrors of Gettysburg,
drills and discipline made a difference. Knowing how to load, aim, and fire
quickly; understanding battlefield formations; and practicing communication
enabled us to act effectively even under extreme stress.

Brotherhood Beyond Differences

One of the most profound realizations was the bond formed among soldiers,
regardless of background. Facing death together created a sense of
brotherhood that transcended rank or hometown. This solidarity was a lifeline
amid the carnage.

Exploring Gettysburg Today: A Living Memorial

For anyone interested in history or paying tribute to those who fought,
visiting the Gettysburg National Military Park offers a powerful, immersive
experience. Walking the battlefields, you can see preserved landmarks like
Little Round Top, the Angle, and the Soldiers’ National Cemetery.

Many survivors' stories, including letters and diaries, are on display in

museums and visitor centers. These firsthand accounts provide deep insight
into what it was like to live-and survive—-such a pivotal moment.

Tips for Visiting Gettysburg

Plan ahead: Allocate at least a full day to explore the park and its
museums.

Take a guided tour: Rangers and historians offer detailed narratives
that bring the battle to life.

Visit the Cyclorama: This massive painting depicts Pickett’s Charge and
helps visualize the scale of the battle.

Respect the grounds: Remember that Gettysburg is a solemn memorial to
those who gave their lives.



Reflecting on the Legacy of Gettysburg

The Battle of Gettysburg wasn’t just a military victory; it symbolized the
resilience of a nation struggling to define its identity. Surviving that
battle meant bearing witness to the immense sacrifice made for the
preservation of the Union and the eventual abolition of slavery.

President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, delivered months later,
captured the spirit of those who fought and died. It reminds us that the
struggle was about a “new birth of freedom” and the ideal that “government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

For those of us who survived, that legacy is a constant reminder of the price
of freedom and the enduring hope for peace.

Looking back, saying “I survived the Battle of Gettysburg” carries a weight
far beyond the words themselves. It’'s a story of survival amid chaos, of
brotherhood forged in fire, and of a moment that shaped the course of
American history forever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg' about?

It is a historical fiction book that tells the story of a young boy who
experiences the Battle of Gettysburg during the American Civil War,
highlighting his struggles and survival.

Who 1is the author of 'I Survived the Battle of
Gettyshurg'?

The book is written by Lauren Tarshis, known for her popular 'I Survived'
series that brings historical events to life for young readers.

What age group is 'I Survived the Battle of
Gettysburg' appropriate for?

The book is generally targeted towards children aged 7 to 12, making it
suitable for middle-grade readers interested in history and adventure.

How accurate 1is the historical depiction in 'I



Survived the Battle of Gettysburg'?

While the book is a work of fiction, it incorporates accurate historical
details about the Battle of Gettysburg to educate readers about the event.

Why is the Battle of Gettysburg significant in
American history?

The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the American Civil War,
marking the defeat of the Confederate Army and a major step toward preserving
the Union.

Are there other books in the 'I Survived' series
related to the Civil War?

Yes, the 'I Survived' series includes several books covering different
historical disasters and events, including other stories set during the Civil
War period.

Additional Resources

**I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg: An Analytical Perspective on One of
the Pivotal Moments in American History**

i survived the battle of gettysburg is more than a statement; it is a
testament to endurance, resilience, and the complex human experience amid one
of the bloodiest battles in the American Civil War. The Battle of Gettysburg,
fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, stands as a defining moment that shaped
the course of the United States’ history. This article delves into the
multifaceted aspects of surviving Gettysburg, examining the military
strategies, personal accounts, and the battle’s lasting impact on both
soldiers and the nation.

The Historical Context of Gettysburg

The Battle of Gettysburg was not an isolated conflict but a significant
engagement within the broader framework of the American Civil War. By
mid-1863, the Confederate Army, led by General Robert E. Lee, marched
northward into Pennsylvania, seeking to relieve pressure on Virginia's war-
torn farmlands and possibly sway Northern public opinion toward peace.
Opposing them was the Union Army of the Potomac, commanded by General George
G. Meade.

This clash was marked by intense combat, strategic maneuvering, and severe
casualties. Over three days, more than 50,000 soldiers were killed, wounded,
or missing, making Gettysburg the war’s deadliest battle. For those who



survived, the experience was physically harrowing and emotionally scarring,
imprinted with moments of valor, fear, and the struggle for survival.

Military Strategies and Tactical Overview

Understanding how soldiers survived Gettysburg requires a look into the
battle’s military strategies. The Union forces occupied high ground
surrounding the town, including Cemetery Hill, Cemetery Ridge, and Little
Round Top. These positions provided defensive advantages that proved crucial
in repelling Confederate assaults.

Lee’s strategy involved a series of offensive maneuvers aiming to break Union
lines. The most infamous of these was Pickett’s Charge on July 3, a frontal
assault against fortified Union positions. This attack resulted in
devastating Confederate losses and is often cited as the battle’s turning
point.

Survivors of Gettysburg frequently recount the chaos and confusion that
defined these engagements. The dense smoke from gunfire, deafening cannon
blasts, and close-quarters combat created an environment where quick thinking
and sheer luck often determined who lived or died.

Personal Accounts: What It Means to Say "I
Survived the Battle of Gettysburg"

The phrase “i survived the battle of gettysburg” encapsulates more than
physical survival—-it reflects the psychological endurance of individuals
amidst carnage. Diaries, letters, and memoirs from soldiers provide
invaluable insights into the daily realities and emotional toll experienced
during and after the conflict.

The Soldier’s Experience

Many Union and Confederate soldiers described Gettysburg as a brutal baptism
by fire. The initial engagement on July 1 saw Union forces retreating through
Gettysburg to defensive positions, while Confederate troops temporarily
occupied the town. The fighting was fierce, with soldiers exposed to
relentless artillery barrages and musket fire.

Survivors often mention the critical importance of terrain familiarity and
unit cohesion. Those who understood the landscape or remained tightly
coordinated with their comrades had higher chances of avoiding fatal
injuries. Additionally, medical care—though rudimentary by modern
standards—played a role in survival, with field hospitals established near



the battle site providing emergency treatment.

Psychological and Emotional Impact

Survival extended beyond physical wounds; the psychological scars were
profound. Post-traumatic stress, then known as “soldier’s heart,” affected
many veterans. The harrowing memories of friends lost and the pervasive
violence left lasting impressions.

The phrase “i survived the battle of gettysburg” often carried a weight of
solemn pride mixed with grief. Veterans’ reunions and commemorations became
venues to share stories, honor the fallen, and process collective trauma.

Comparative Analysis: Gettysburg Versus Other
Civil War Battles

When evaluating Gettysburg’s significance, comparisons with other major Civil
War battles provide useful context. While battles like Antietam and
Chickamauga were also deadly, Gettysburg’s scale, strategic implications, and
casualties set it apart.

e Casualty Figures: Gettysburg incurred approximately 51,000 casualties
over three days, compared to Antietam’s 22,700 in a single day.

e Strategic Importance: Gettysburg halted Lee’s northern invasion, a
turning point not achieved at other battles.

e Geographical Factors: The terrain around Gettysburg favored defensive
tactics, which influenced the battle’s outcome.

These factors highlight why surviving Gettysburg was particularly challenging
and why it remains a focal point of Civil War studies.

Legacy and Cultural Significance

The legacy of surviving Gettysburg extends into American cultural and
historical consciousness. President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address,
delivered four months after the battle, immortalized the sacrifice of those
who fought and underscored the war’s larger meaning.

The battlefield itself has become a symbol of national unity and
reconciliation. Preservation efforts maintain the site as a living museum,



where descendants and historians alike reflect on the human cost of conflict.

Lessons Learned from Surviving the Battle of
Gettyshurg

Analyzing survival at Gettysburg yields broader lessons relevant to military
history, human behavior, and crisis management.

Importance of Leadership and Morale

Leadership played a crucial role in determining outcomes. Both Union and
Confederate commanders faced decisions that directly affected troop survival
rates. Effective communication, adaptability, and morale maintenance emerged
as vital components of resilience.

Medical and Logistical Challenges

Gettysburg exposed the limitations of 19th-century battlefield medicine and
the logistics of caring for thousands of wounded soldiers. Innovations and
reforms in military medical practices followed, improving survival chances in
subsequent conflicts.

Human Resilience Under Duress

Perhaps most poignantly, accounts of “i survived the battle of gettysburg”
reflect the indomitable spirit of individuals caught in extraordinary
circumstances. Stories of courage, quick thinking, and mutual support among
soldiers offer timeless insights into human endurance.

The Battle of Gettysburg remains a powerful chapter in American history. To
say “i survived the battle of gettysburg” is to acknowledge not only the
brutal realities of war but also the complex interplay of strategy, chance,
and human will that defined one of the most consequential moments in the
Civil War. Through ongoing study and remembrance, the experiences of those
who lived through Gettysburg continue to illuminate the past and inform
future generations.

I Survived The Battle Of Gettysburg

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 (I Survived


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/i-survived-the-battle-of-gettysburg.pdf

#7) Lauren Tarshis, 2013-02-01 The bloodiest battle in American history is under way . . . It's 1863,
and Thomas and his little sister, Birdie, have fled the farm where they were born and raised as
slaves. Following the North Star, looking for freedom, they soon cross paths with a Union soldier.
Everything changes: Corporal Henry Green brings Thomas and Birdie back to his regiment, and
suddenly it feels like they've found a new home. Best of all, they don't have to find their way north
alone--they're marching with the army.But then orders come through: The men are called to battle in
Pennsylvania. Thomas has made it so far . . . but does he have what it takes to survive Gettysburg?

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 Lauren Tarshis,
2013 Witnessing the harrowing events of the Civil War from the Pennsylvania sidelines, 11-year-old
Henry endures the most grueling challenges of his life throughout a hot July week when he becomes
inadvertently involved in the historic battle. Original.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 [braille] Lauren
Tarshis, It's 1863, and Thomas and his little sister, Birdie, have fled the farm where they were born
and raised as slaves. Following the North Star, looking for freedom, they soon cross paths with a
Union soldier. Everything changes: Corporal Henry Green brings Thomas and Birdie back to his
regiment, and suddenly it feels like they've found a new home. Best of all, they don't have to find
their way north alone--they're marching with the army. But then orders come through: the men are
called to battle in Pennsylvania. Thomas has made it so far...but does he have what it takes to
survive Gettysburg? --

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 (Tarshis)
Novel Study, 2013 A fun, engaging 37-page booklet-style Reading Response Journal complete with
a challenging, book-based Word Search and Word Jumble. All based on 'I Survived The Battle of
Gettysburg, 1863' by Lauren Tarshis. * Follows Common Core Standards * This is a 37-page
booklet-style Reading Response Journal which is designed to follow students throughout the entire
book. The questions are based on reading comprehension, strategies and skills. The Journal is
designed to be enjoyable and keep the students engaged. Many different types of questions for
students to think about and answer before/during/after they finish each chapter. Types of questions
include: Narrative Elements Predict Connect Infer Question Vocab/Context Clues Character Traits
Compare and Contrast and more... complete with a word search and vocabulary jumble I Survived
The Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 Reading Response Journal - based on the book written by Lauren
Tarshis ***Please leave a rating and feedback!! Thank you! :) Each booklet is in PDF format. For
help printing a booklet in Adobe, use the following link:
http://helpx.adobe.com/acrobat/kb/print-booklets-acrobat-reader.html Visit my shop, McMarie, at
Teacher's Notebook.Or view this product, I Survived The Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 (Tarshis) Novel
Study / Reading Comprehension Journal.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Destruction of Pompeii, AD 79 (I
Survived #10) Lauren Tarshis, 2014-08-26 The beast beneath the mountain is restless... No one in
the bustling city of Pompeii worries when the ground trembles beneath their feet. The beast under
the mountain Vesuvius, high above the city, wakes up angry sometimes -- and always goes back to
sleep.But Marcus is afraid. He knows something is terribly wrong -- and his father, who trusts
science more than mythical beasts, agrees. When Vesuvius explodes into a cloud of fiery ash and
rocks fall from the sky like rain, will they have time to escape -- and survive the epic destruction of
Pompeii?

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived Collection Two: Four Stories of Adventure
Lauren Tarshis, 2013-10-29 Four thrilling books in the bestselling I SURVIVED series! Includes I
SURVIVED THE SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE, 1906; I SURVIVED THE ATTACKS OF
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001; I SURVIVED THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG, 1863; and I SURVIVED THE
JAPANESE TSUNAMI, 2011.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011 (I Survived
#8) Lauren Tarshis, 2013-08-27 The disaster felt around the world . . . Visiting his dad's hometown
in Japan four months after his father's death would be hard enough for Ben. But one morning the



pain turns to fear: first, a massive earthquake rocks the quiet coastal village, nearly toppling his
uncle's house. Then the ocean waters rise and Ben and his family are swept away-and pulled
apart-by a terrible tsunami.Now Ben is alone, stranded in a strange country a million miles from
home. Can he fight hard enough to survive one of the most epic disasters of all time?

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived the Nazi Invasion, 1944 (I Survived #9) Lauren
Tarshis, 2014-02-25 One of the darkest periods in history... In a Jewish ghetto, Max Rosen and his
sister Zena struggle to live after their father is taken away by the Nazis. With barely enough food to
survive, the siblings make a daring escape from Nazi soldiers into the nearby forest.Max and Zena
are brought to a safe camp by Jewish resistance fighters. But soon, bombs are falling all around
them. Can Max and Zena survive the fallout of the Nazi invasion?

i survived the battle of gettysburg: I Survived Gettysburg Mark Pieper, 2011-02-01 Jack
loved the civil war. He scoured through his many books on the subject, more than ever now that his
sons had grown and he was alone. Needing to beat his boredom and depression, he decided to go on
a camping trip and through a twist of fate, Gettysburg became his destination. He was certain he
would be able to find a truly great show piece to add to his meager collection of Civil War artifacts,
but his enthusiasm turns to terror as his search for the perfect relic leads him to unexpected places
where strange and awful events await him.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: A Whole New Ballgame Phil Bildner, 2015-08-18 A
school, sports, and friendship story perfect for fans of Mike Lupica's Comeback Kids.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Kids' Home Library: Volume I Lee Littlewood,
2015-08-24 Lee Littlewood is a nationally syndicated columnist for Creators Syndicate. This is a
collection of the very best of Kids’ Home Library from 2014.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Another Time: Box Set Jeffery Martin Botzenhart,
2021-10-01 The complete series of Another Time by Jeffery Martin Botzenhart in a Box Set. The
Collection includes The Artist, The Quiet Hours, Paradise, and Merlynn. THE ARTIST: Meeting
Edward, a handsome young artist on the boardwalk, Helen is convinced his portraits of her have
captured her true essence. His shy endearing presence stirs feelings of love inside her. In truth,
what he also has captured . . . is her heart. (M/F Historical Romance) THE QUIET HOURS: There is
no hiding in war, leaving hearts exposed to unfathomable dangers. Two English soldiers suffer such
vulnerability as they attempt to survive this cataclysm. Having carried out a secret love affair before
the Great War began, when reunited on the Western Front in 1916 France, both promise to protect
each other so their hidden love affair may continue at war’s end. Yet as they set out to escape the
carnage of battle, they find more reasons to survive. (M/M Historical Romance) PARADISE: When
introduced to Major Gideon Temple, it is obvious her mother intends for him to become Clarissa’s
future husband. Yet an instant infatuation Clarissa experiences with Casper, a young British soldier
assigned to protect her and her parents, turns to a beautiful love affair. Gideon'’s jealousy of them
leads to threats and banishing Casper away from her. In the days to follow, revelations of murder,
hostile intentions, and the rage of an angry spirit taint this breathtaking paradise. (M/F Historical
Romance) MERLYNN: Amidst the Autumn of 1933, during the Great Depression, a young coal miner
from Pennsylvania and a beautiful farm girl from Nebraska find their lives impossibly entwined.
When submerged in water, both can travel great distances to each other’s homes in a matter of
minutes. Bound by passion and love, neither can explain how this is possible. An unimaginable force
has brought them together, yet a very real threat could tear them apart. (M/F Paranormal Romance)
PUBLISHER NOTE: Collection of stories. 81,000 words in total.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: The House at Maakies Corner Tony Millionaire,
2002-12-31 Maakies features the comical adventures of a drunken crow on the high seas, blending
vaudeville-style humor and a breathtaking line that harkens back to the glory days of the American
comic strip. Designed by publishing's foremost graphic designer, Chip Kidd, The House at Maakies
Corner features a year's worth of Maakies in a beautiful, deluxe format that complements the strip's
elegant and classical style.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Still Singing, Somehow Rob Rideout, 2010-04-13 Still



Singing, Somehow will make you laugh, cry or maybe even angry at times. It is about one man's life
as he fights through alcoholism, prison, traveling all around the world, married life and finely peace
at the end. It is stranger than fiction; this book will take you beyond your imagination to faraway
places and bizarre situations.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: South of Shiloh Chuck Logan, 2009-10-13 A nameless
sniper is targeting participants in popular Civil War battle reenactments, and Minnesota reenactor
Paul Edin is killed at the mock Battle of Kirby Creek, near Corinth, Mississippi. His death is ruled an
accident, but Paul's widow, Jenny, discovers that the sniper's bullet was meant for the man standing
next to Paul, a cop named Kenny Beeman. To penetrate the Mississippi smokescreen, Jenny enlists
the aid of her former lover, news photographer John Rane. Appealing to be covering a story, Rane
pokes into the Tennessee-Mississippi border country and teams up with Beeman. With demons
nipping at his heels, Rane picks a Sharps rifle and live ammunition and heads off to the Shiloh
Battlefield—and a showdown with a killer. South of Shiloh is a pulse-pounding thriller from a master
of the genre—a story that uses a popular national pastime as the springboard for a page-turning
read.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: U.S. Civil War Horse
Perspective: 1861-1865 Revisited Clint Goodwin, 2017-07-15 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory:
U.S. Civil War Horse Perspective 1861-1865 (Revisited) delivers a coming-of-age story where the
protagonist (a courageous Confederate black stallion) embarks on an epic journey of self-discovery.
Experiencing harsh realities of life will take Lucky from innocence to experience; a veteran of war.
His future generations will fight on the deserts and high plains of America’s West, to the muddy rice
paddies and hills of Vietnam. Mine Eyes... is a creative, safe, and effective approach to learning
American History from the horse’s perspective.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Natural Disasters in the United States Natalie Rauscher,
Welf Werner, 2025-09-26 This volume examines the history of natural disasters in the United States
and the nation's ongoing struggles with long-term disaster preparedness and response. It explores
the political, economic, and cultural factors that have shaped the country's vulnerability. It
highlights why, despite its vast resources, the United States has remained one of the most resistant
actors in recognizing and mitigating disaster risk. Bringing together contributions from a variety of
fields, this book analyzes the role of political institutions, media narratives, and cultural perceptions
in shaping disaster policy. It examines key historical events to identify patterns of governance failure
and missed opportunities to build resilience. Ultimately, this volume provides crucial insights into
the historical baggage that the United States brings to multilateral climate negotiations, helping to
explain its often frustrating role on the international stage. This book is essential reading for
students, researchers, and scholars in the social sciences, humanities, and environmental studies, as
well as policymakers and practitioners seeking a deeper understanding of the challenges and
shortcomings of U.S. disaster mitigation policy. Chapter ““Becoming Green:’ Resilient and Green
Building as Risk Mitigation in Atlanta, Georgia” is available open access under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Short Stories and Poems Nellie Huggins Owen, 1909

i survived the battle of gettysburg: Witness to Gettysburg Richard Wheeler, 1994 Describing
the Civil War's most crucial battle, personal experiences of Gettysburg residents are combined with
accounts of Union and Confederate soldiers who survived the battle to produce a chronological
narrative that brings the battle of Gettysburg to life.

i survived the battle of gettysburg: The 55th North Carolina in the Civil War Jeffrey M.
Girvan, 2013-01-25 This comprehensive history tells the story of the men who served in the 55th
North Carolina from its formation in 1862 through its dissolution in 1865. Drawing on letters,
memoirs, diaries and recollections, it depicts the Civil War through the eyes of the soldiers, showing
what it was like to fight for the Confederacy. While providing information on the battles in which the
55th North Carolina took part (including the little known Suffolk campaign), the main focus of the
work is the life of the men—the ever-present influence of politics and religion as well as the effects




of disease and combat. Appendices provide a breakdown of the companies in the regiment; the
regimental roster; a list of men who died of disease; and a record of the men from the 55th who were
killed in battle. Contemporary photographs are also included.
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