
history of notre dame football coaches
History of Notre Dame Football Coaches: A Legacy of Leadership and Excellence

history of notre dame football coaches is a captivating journey through one of college football’s
most storied programs. The University of Notre Dame has long been synonymous with football
greatness, and much of that success can be attributed to the legendary coaches who have led the
Fighting Irish over the decades. From pioneering strategies to cultivating winning traditions, the
coaches at Notre Dame have played pivotal roles in shaping not only the team but also the broader
landscape of college football.

The Early Years: Foundations of a Football Powerhouse

When examining the history of Notre Dame football coaches, it’s essential to start at the beginning.
The program’s roots date back to the late 19th century, with its first official head coach being James
L. Morrison in 1894. Though his tenure was brief, it set the stage for what would become a football
dynasty.

Knute Rockne: The Architect of Notre Dame’s Glory

No discussion about Notre Dame’s coaching history would be complete without highlighting Knute
Rockne, arguably the most iconic figure in the program’s chronicles. Taking over as head coach in
1918, Rockne revolutionized Notre Dame football through innovative tactics, including popularizing
the forward pass. His coaching career, which lasted until 1930, produced a staggering winning
percentage and three national championships.

Rockne’s impact extended beyond mere wins and losses; he helped elevate Notre Dame to national
prominence, making the team a household name across America. His leadership style, emphasis on
teamwork, and charismatic personality set a blueprint for future coaches and left an indelible mark on
college football.

The Mid-Century Era: Sustaining Excellence and
National Prominence

Following Rockne’s tragic death in 1931, Notre Dame faced the challenge of maintaining its high
standards. The history of Notre Dame football coaches during this period is marked by figures who
kept the Fighting Irish competitive on the national stage.

Frank Leahy: The Four-Time National Champion

Frank Leahy, a former player under Rockne, became head coach in 1941 and quickly restored Notre



Dame’s dominance. His teams captured four national championships in the 1940s, boasting an
impressive 87-11-9 record. Leahy’s coaching philosophy was deeply influenced by Rockne’s
principles, but he also introduced a disciplined, hard-nosed approach that suited the wartime era’s
challenges.

Under Leahy’s guidance, Notre Dame became a powerhouse once again, producing numerous All-
Americans and Heisman Trophy winners. His tenure solidified the Fighting Irish’s reputation as a
perennial contender and a program committed to excellence.

Other Notable Coaches of the Mid-Century

Between Leahy’s terms and after his retirement, Notre Dame saw several coaches who contributed to
the team’s sustained success:

- **Ed McKeever (1939-1940):** Helped maintain the program during a transitional phase.
- **Terry Brennan (1954-1958):** Led the team to multiple bowl appearances and kept Notre Dame
competitive.
- **Joe Kuharich (1959-1962):** Despite mixed results, Kuharich’s era was notable for its emphasis on
modernization.

Each coach faced unique challenges but contributed to the rich tapestry of Notre Dame’s football
heritage.

The Modern Era: Challenges and Resurgence

The latter half of the 20th century and early 21st century saw the history of Notre Dame football
coaches include both struggles and moments of revival. As college football evolved, so did the
expectations and pressures on Notre Dame’s leaders.

Ara Parseghian: Returning Notre Dame to Glory

After a period of relative decline, Ara Parseghian took over as head coach in 1964 and revitalized the
program. His tenure, which lasted until 1974, included two national championships and several top-
ranked finishes. Parseghian was known for his strategic acumen and ability to inspire players, bringing
a renewed sense of pride and competitiveness to the Fighting Irish.

Dan Devine and Gerry Faust: Navigating Transitions

Coaches like Dan Devine (1975-1980) and Gerry Faust (1981-1985) experienced mixed success.
Devine secured a national championship in 1977, a highlight in an otherwise uneven period, while
Faust, a high school coaching legend, struggled to replicate his earlier success at the collegiate level.
Their tenures reflected the difficulty of maintaining Notre Dame’s elite status amid increasing
competition.



Lou Holtz: The Return to National Dominance

Lou Holtz’s appointment in 1986 marked one of the most celebrated chapters in the history of Notre
Dame football coaches. Holtz led the Fighting Irish to a national championship in 1988, known for his
motivational skills and ability to maximize talent. His teams were disciplined, resilient, and
consistently competitive, earning respect nationwide.

Holtz’s era also emphasized academic integrity, and he became a beloved figure among fans and
players alike. His success helped cement Notre Dame’s identity as a program that values both athletic
and academic excellence.

The 21st Century: Navigating a New Landscape

The history of Notre Dame football coaches in recent decades reflects the challenges of adapting to
modern college football’s rapid changes, including conference realignments, recruiting battles, and
media scrutiny.

Bob Davie and Tyrone Willingham: Searching for Stability

Coaches Bob Davie (1997-2001) and Tyrone Willingham (2002-2004) faced uphill battles. While they
showed promise, neither could fully capture Notre Dame’s traditional success, resulting in coaching
changes that underscored the high expectations at South Bend.

Charlie Weis: Highs and Lows

Charlie Weis, who coached from 2005 to 2009, brought NFL experience and initially sparked
optimism. His offensive schemes led to strong starts and bowl appearances, but inconsistency and
off-field issues eventually led to his departure. Weis’s tenure serves as a reminder of the pressures
and complexities involved in leading a historic program.

Brian Kelly: Building a Consistent Contender

Since taking over in 2010, Brian Kelly has been a significant figure in the history of Notre Dame
football coaches. Under his leadership, the Fighting Irish have enjoyed multiple College Football
Playoff appearances and sustained competitiveness. Kelly’s focus on recruiting, player development,
and tactical flexibility has helped Notre Dame remain relevant on the national stage.

His tenure illustrates how modern coaching requires balancing tradition with innovation, recruiting
prowess, and managing the expectations of a passionate fan base.



Insights into Coaching Success at Notre Dame

Studying the history of Notre Dame football coaches reveals several key factors that contribute to
success at this prestigious program:

- **Strong Leadership and Vision:** Coaches like Rockne and Holtz succeeded because they had clear
philosophies and inspired their teams.
- **Adaptability:** Changing strategies to match evolving styles of play has been crucial, from
embracing the forward pass early on to modern offensive schemes.
- **Recruiting Excellence:** Notre Dame’s ability to attract top talent has often been a reflection of
the coach’s recruiting skills and reputation.
- **Maintaining Tradition:** Balancing innovation while respecting the program’s storied history is
essential for long-term success.
- **Academic and Character Focus:** Notre Dame’s emphasis on academics and character
development adds an additional layer of responsibility for coaches.

The Enduring Legacy of Notre Dame Football Coaches

The history of Notre Dame football coaches is more than a timeline of names and records; it’s a
narrative about leadership that transcends the gridiron. These coaches have shaped not only the
Fighting Irish but have also influenced college football as a whole. From early pioneers who
introduced new tactics to modern leaders navigating a complex sports landscape, Notre Dame’s
coaches embody a tradition of excellence, resilience, and innovation.

As the program continues to evolve, the legacy of its coaches offers valuable lessons for anyone
interested in sports leadership, team building, and the pursuit of greatness. Whether through
legendary figures like Knute Rockne or contemporary leaders like Brian Kelly, the history of Notre
Dame football coaches remains a compelling story of passion, perseverance, and pride.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Notre Dame football
team?
The first head coach of the Notre Dame football team was James L. Morison, who coached in 1894.

Which Notre Dame football coach has the most wins in the
program's history?
Knute Rockne holds the record for the most wins as a Notre Dame football coach, with 105 victories
from 1918 to 1930.



How did Knute Rockne impact Notre Dame football?
Knute Rockne revolutionized Notre Dame football with innovative strategies, leading the team to
three national championships and establishing Notre Dame as a powerhouse in college football.

Who succeeded Lou Holtz as head coach at Notre Dame?
Bob Davie succeeded Lou Holtz as the head coach of Notre Dame in 1997.

What notable achievements did Brian Kelly accomplish as
Notre Dame's head coach?
Brian Kelly became Notre Dame's winningest coach, leading the team to multiple playoff appearances
including the College Football Playoff National Championship game in 2012.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy: A Comprehensive Review of the History of Notre Dame Football Coaches

history of notre dame football coaches reveals a storied tradition marked by innovation,
leadership, and an unwavering commitment to excellence. As one of college football’s most iconic
programs, Notre Dame’s coaching lineage has shaped not only the Fighting Irish’s success on the
gridiron but also influenced the sport’s evolution nationally. Examining the history of Notre Dame
football coaches offers insight into the strategic philosophies, cultural shifts, and leadership styles
that have defined the program over more than a century.

Foundational Years and Early Leadership

The genesis of Notre Dame football coaching dates back to the late 19th century when the team was
in its infancy. Early coaches laid the groundwork for what would become a powerhouse program. The
first official head coach, Frank Hering, served from 1896 to 1898 and is often credited with helping to
establish football as a permanent fixture at the university. Hering’s tenure coincided with the nascent
stages of the sport, where foundational rules and playing styles were still evolving.

Following Hering, the program saw a series of short-term coaches who struggled to bring consistent
success. However, this period was critical in setting organizational standards and recruiting practices
that would benefit future regimes.

Knute Rockne: The Architect of Notre Dame Football

No discussion of the history of Notre Dame football coaches is complete without an in-depth look at
Knute Rockne, whose tenure from 1918 to 1930 remains legendary. Rockne’s influence extended far
beyond win-loss records; he revolutionized football strategy and coaching methodology. Under
Rockne, Notre Dame perfected the forward pass and developed a fast-paced, dynamic offense that



confounded opponents.

Rockne’s record—105 wins, 12 losses, and 5 ties—boasts an unparalleled winning percentage. His
leadership cultivated a culture of discipline and innovation, propelling Notre Dame to national
prominence. Additionally, Rockne’s ability to motivate players and leverage media relations helped
transform college football into a nationally celebrated sport.

Mid-Century Challenges and Resurgence

After Rockne’s tragic death in 1931, Notre Dame experienced a transitional period marked by
fluctuating success under various coaches. The program’s prestige made coaching positions highly
scrutinized, often leading to short tenures for those unable to meet the high expectations.

Frank Leahy and the Golden Era

Frank Leahy, serving from 1941 to 1953, is widely regarded as the architect of Notre Dame’s
mid-20th-century dominance. Leahy’s teams won four national championships during his tenure, a
testament to his strategic acumen and rigorous training programs. Unlike some predecessors, Leahy
emphasized physical conditioning alongside intellectual preparation, ensuring players were well-
rounded athletes.

Leahy’s success was rooted in his ability to adapt to evolving football tactics while maintaining the
program’s core values. His recruiting prowess brought in top talent, and his disciplined approach
fostered formidable defenses and explosive offenses alike.

Post-Leahy Era: Up and Down Performance

The years following Leahy’s retirement saw Notre Dame navigating coaching instability. Multiple head
coaches, including Terry Brennan and Joe Kuharich, struggled to replicate the program’s former glory.
During this era, fluctuations in coaching philosophy and inconsistent recruiting contributed to uneven
performance, underscoring the importance of stable and visionary leadership in college football.

Modern Era: Adaptation and National Relevance

As college football evolved into a high-stakes, commercially driven enterprise, Notre Dame’s coaching
choices reflected a balance between tradition and innovation. The program sought coaches capable of
navigating the complexities of modern collegiate athletics, including media pressures, recruiting
battles, and conference realignments.



Dan Devine and Ara Parseghian: Restoring Glory

Ara Parseghian’s appointment in 1964 marked a return to national prominence. His strategic
expertise and motivational skills led the Fighting Irish to two national championships, revitalizing fan
enthusiasm and institutional pride. Parseghian’s coaching style emphasized adaptability and mental
toughness, traits essential for success in an increasingly competitive landscape.

Dan Devine, who followed Parseghian, continued this trend by securing a national championship in
1977. Devine’s tenure balanced respect for tradition with a willingness to innovate, maintaining Notre
Dame’s position as a national contender.

Lou Holtz: The Mastermind of the Late 20th Century

Lou Holtz’s tenure (1986-1996) is often hailed as one of the most successful and inspirational in Notre
Dame history. Holtz’s coaching philosophy combined rigorous discipline with a strong emphasis on
player development and academic achievement. His 1988 national championship remains a pinnacle
of Notre Dame football.

Holtz’s ability to manage diverse personalities and build cohesive teams was a hallmark of his
leadership. His tenure also underscored the critical role of media relations and public persona in
modern coaching, as Notre Dame’s national profile grew exponentially.

Contemporary Coaches and Future Outlook

In the 21st century, Notre Dame’s coaching history reflects broader trends in college football,
including increased competition, technological integration, and changing athlete dynamics. Coaches
like Charlie Weis, Brian Kelly, and Marcus Freeman have each brought unique approaches to the
program, navigating the challenges of recruiting elite talent while maintaining academic standards
and institutional values.

Brian Kelly’s long tenure (2009-2021) was marked by consistent success, including multiple College
Football Playoff appearances. His offensive-minded strategy capitalized on modern football’s
emphasis on speed and scoring, though his tenure also faced criticism regarding postseason
shortcomings.

The recent hiring of Marcus Freeman signals a new chapter, blending youthful energy with deep
program knowledge. Freeman’s background as a defensive specialist offers a fresh tactical
perspective, aiming to restore Notre Dame’s competitive edge amid an ever-evolving college football
landscape.

Key Factors in Coaching Success at Notre Dame

Recruiting Excellence: Notre Dame’s ability to attract top-tier talent is often linked directly to



coaching reputation and vision.

Adaptability: Successful coaches have demonstrated flexibility in tactics, embracing
innovations while respecting tradition.

Leadership and Culture: Building a resilient team culture focused on discipline, academics,
and community engagement has been paramount.

Media Savvy: Given Notre Dame’s national profile, coaches’ abilities to handle media and
public relations significantly impact program perception.

Exploring the history of Notre Dame football coaches reveals a dynamic interplay between leadership,
strategy, and institutional identity. From the pioneering days under Frank Hering to the modern era’s
complex challenges, each coach has contributed uniquely to the Fighting Irish’s enduring legacy. This
lineage not only reflects the evolution of a football program but also mirrors broader shifts in
collegiate athletics and American sports culture.

History Of Notre Dame Football Coaches

  history of notre dame football coaches: Notre Dame's Greatest Coaches Moose Krause,
Edward Krause, 1993 Knute Rockne, Frank Leahy, Ara Parseghian, and Lou Holtz. The names of
these coaches have become synonymous with one of the few teams in college football that can truly
be called a dynasty - the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame. Owners of the two highest winning
percentages in college football history, Rockne and Leahy won seven national championships
between them. Parseghian was responsible for a pair of national titles, while Holtz has captured one
since his reign began at South Bend. Now these four legendary men are seen in a unique light -
through the eyes of the inimitable Edward Moose Krause. He came to know, love, and admire these
South Bend legends during his own sixty-year career with the Fighting Irish - and now he brings us
into the huddle. Completed just before his death in 1992, this fascinating memoir combines Moose's
own words with those of nearly one hundred former Notre Dame coaches, players, and
administrators to paint an unforgettable portrait of four of the sport's greatest teachers and
motivators. Notre Dame's only two-sport Hall of Famer, in football and basketball, Moose was a
three time All-American who played under Rockne, coached under Leahy, hired Parseghian during
his thirty-two year stint as Notre Dame's Athletic Director, and later acted as a close advisor to
Holtz. A poor boy from the stockyards of Chicago, Moose rose to become a legend both on and off
the playing field - Mr. Notre Dame. He recalls Rockne's inspiring locker room orations and his
humor and courage in the face of adversity. Rock once coached from a hearse parked on the
sidelines, painful phlebitis wracking his legs. Moose vividly remembers Leahy, the ultimate
perfectionist, who stalked the sidelines barking orders in his famous Irish brogue while refusing to
let the Fighting Irish lose a single game between 1946 and 1949. His fiery intensity slowly ate away
at his health, eventually forcing him to retire from coaching forever at the age of forty-five. Moose
speaks warmly of his years with Parseghian, who, during his eleven glorious campaigns at South
Bend, brought Notre Dame back to the ranks of the collegiate elite. And finally, he talks revealingly
of Holtz, whose ferocity on the field is matched only by his humor off it. A complex and deeply caring
man, Holtz coached Notre Dame to a stunning undefeated season, and the national championship, in
1988. Interwoven through their stories and Moose's is a blow-by-blow account of Notre Dame's

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/history-of-notre-dame-football-coaches.pdf


topsy-turvy 1992 campaign, when the school bounced back from a loss and a tie to win seven
straight games and capture the Cotton Bowl title. Notre Dame's Greatest Coaches tells the story of a
sport, of a country, and of the enormous changes that both game and nation experienced during
Moose Krause's long and extraordinary lifetime. As Moose himself says of his early days, People had
a different attitude about sports. They were just happy to be at the game. Moose Krause never lost
his love for the game, and in this deeply felt memoir, even the most jaded of sports fans will
recapture some of that love as well.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  history of notre dame football coaches: The Great Story of Notre Dame Football Brian W.
Kelly, 2022-12-22 The About the Book Information is not available as of this time.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Hidden History of Kansas Adrian Zink, 2017
Series statement from publisher's website.
  history of notre dame football coaches: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Sports History &
Trivia Mike McGovern, 2001-09-01 For the sports fan, this guide offers fascinating facts and tidbits
on baseball, football, basketball, hockey, the Olympic Games, tennis, figure skating, soccer, and
more. It contains special sections on women's sports, young people's sports, and the Special
Olympics, and includes listings of winners of the World Series, the Super Bowl, the Stanley Cup, and
other major competetions.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Great College Football Coaches Jack T. Clary, 1990
  history of notre dame football coaches: Jet , 2002-01-21 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Hall of Fame Sports Trivia Frank Cull, 2015-01-27
Hall of Fame Sports Trivia runs the gamut from every angle of the playing field, that will delight the
entire world of real sports fans! It features outstanding trivia, interesting stats, hilarious quotes,
nicknames, all-time records, and Hall of Famers. It also features interesting questions and answers
that the average sports fan has never heard before. The end result is our reader screaming out, I
didn't know that! In each chapter, all you have to do is answer the questions. No b
  history of notre dame football coaches: The Pageant of America, a Pictorial History of
the United States , 1929
  history of notre dame football coaches: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Dr. Eddie Anderson, Hall of Fame College
Football Coach Kevin Carroll, 2007 For 39 seasons at four schools, Dr.Edward N.Anderson spent
autumn afternoons roaming the sidelines of college and university gridirons across
America.Throughout his career, dignity, composure and a penetrating focus were hallmarks of his
sideline decorum.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Ultimate Leadership John Maxwell, 2007-04-10
Bundle of leadership books authored by John C. Maxwell. Includes * 21 Irrefutable Laws *
Developing the Leader Within You * 17 Indisputable Laws of Teamwork
  history of notre dame football coaches: Hesburgh Michael O'Brien, 1998 The most versatile
and highly respected academic leader in the United States, Father Theodore Hesburgh was known
for his rare energy and ability to carry out a staggering variety of assignments with distinction. He
combined an exceptional blend and balance of qualities-intellect, character, personality, spirituality,
and management skill. A man of enormous good will, he tried to embody the compassion of Christ.
During his career as president of the University of Notre Dame from 1952 to 1987, enrollment
doubled, the endowment grew from $9 million to $350 million, and the number of buildings on
campus increased from 48 to 88. At the time of his retirement, his signature was on the degrees of
four out of five living Notre Dame graduates. While transforming Notre Dame into a great university,
he transformed himself into a national figure with influence far beyond his campus. He was tapped
for service by every American president since Eisenhower and by three popes. His fifteen



Presidential appointments involved him in almost all the major social issues, and for fifteen years he
served on the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. This book examines Fr. Hesburgh's personality,
leadership qualities, management strategies, and central role as a priest. It chronicles his prominent
position in advancing civil rights and explores his relationship with famous people, among them John
and Robert Kennedy, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, and Pope Paul VI. Finally, the biography
investigates unfamiliar aspects of his life: his relationship with women and his six adopted children,
his attitude toward Notre Dame's high profile football program, and his sometimes controversial
views on the Vatican, celibacy, birth control, abortion, and homosexuality. Michael O'Brien is
professor of history at the University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley, Menasha, Wisconsin. He is the author
of McCarthy and McCarthyism in Wisconsin (1981), Vince: A Personal Biography of Vince Lombardi
(1987), and Senator Phillip Hart: The Conscience of the Senate (1996). A fascinating examination of
the Hesburgh era and his towering legacy of service to his church, his country, and his fellow
citizens.--Today's Catholic O'Brien draws on archives and interviews as well as secondary research
to produce a thorough survey of the life and character of perhaps the most powerful Catholic priest
in the post-World War II U.S.--Booklist The world has urgently needed a comprehensive study of Fr.
Hesburgh's phenomenal accomplishments. . . . This book] is very adequate for chronicling and
studying the career of one of the Church's most significant individuals of the century. O'Brien's
research, including interviews with many who worked with Hesburgh, is solid. If other analyses of
the work of Fr. Hesburgh are forthcoming, they will surely rely heavily on this biography. Public and
academic libraries, and those parish libraries serving Notre Dame alumni, will do well to purchase
this book.--Catholic Library World A detailed but accessible biography. . . Although O'Brien's account
is strictly chronological and rarely attempts interpretation his biography of a life of single-minded
devotion will interest readers already fascinated by Hesburgh as well as those who meet him here
for the first time.--Publishers Weekly O'Brien has done a good job of synthesizing the long list of
books, articles, diaries and other things written by and about Father Ted. He alos has interviewed
118 people who worked with Father Ted or otherwise know him well. The result is a book that not
only chronicles his notable accomplishments but also tells us what makes Father Ted tick. . . . For all
who admire this amazing man, and for those who don't know him, I recommend this book.--St.
Anthony Messenger In an a
  history of notre dame football coaches: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23
America loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout
American society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of
the nation. This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and
how sport pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early
1900s to the present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both
historical and contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical
encyclopedias on sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as
poetry, novels, music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and
people. While this encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse
aspects of sport in American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the
detailed nature of the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and
American culture. Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further
investigation of the topic.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Indianapolis Washington High School and the West
Side Eddie Bopp, 2010-11-29 The 68 year existence of Indianapolis Washington High School is
described in a decade-by-decade history with an emphasis on people and athletics as well as
focusing on individuals from the World War II and Vietnam eras. The varied lists of both a factual
and subjective nature will be of interest to many in central Indiana.
  history of notre dame football coaches: The History of Lika, Croatia: Land of War and
Warriors John R. Oreskovich, 2019 This is a history of Lika, a region of Croatia known for its soldiers
and poverty. It is the only known history of Lika in English. What follows is a history of Lika which



the author has divided into four epochs, the first, ancient Lika, when Lika was part of the Roman
Empire. The second is Slav-Croatian Lika that existed prior to the arrival of the Ottomans, when Lika
was integrated into the European feudal system. The third section is the Turkish wars, when the
Habsburgs and their army controlled Lika. The fourth and last section is from the 19th century to
the present, when the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, the country that became Yugoslavia,
replaced Austrian rule in Lika. The author's family is from the Lika region of western Croatia--
  history of notre dame football coaches: A Farewell to Glory Wally Carew, 2012-09 It began
in November 1896 when football was still in its infancy. About 500 people turned out on a soggy
field in Worcester, Massachusetts to watch Holy Cross battler Boston College. That game initiated
one of the great rivalries in football history. Itinvolved some of the most famous players and coaches
to ever step on a football field. In its 91 years, the rivalry spawned controversy, contention, fierce
competitiveness, elation, gloom, and great moments. It was also linked to heart-breaking tragedy. In
the end, the rivalry of the two Jesuit colleges, Boston college and Holy Cross, would prove to be a
microcosm of intercollegiate sports.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Natural Enemies John Kryk, 2004 This book is so
much more than a recounting of old games. The football fates of Michigan and NotreDame have
been intertwined since the first meeting in November 1887, and this richly illustrated, updated
edition weaves these two chronologies together to produce a college-football-rivalry book like no
other.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Bo's Warriors Frank Lieberman, 2014-10-01 A giant
tsunami hit the staid Ann Arbor campus of the University of Michigan in 1969 when it was
announced that Glenn Edward Bo Schembechler was to be the new head football coach, replacing
the beloved Bump Elliott. Efforts to pronounce the last name correctly came in response to
thousands of questioners asking Bo who? but it didn't take long before his name and the Wolverines'
resurrected football fortunes were the talk not only of the town, but of the hundreds of thousands of
Michigan alumni across the country and around the world. Bo's Warriors is the story of that man and
the moribund football program he revived. Bo won a school record 194 games while losing only 48
and never had a losing season. His Michigan teams won or shared the Big Ten title 13 times and
made 10 Rose Bowl appearances. In 1968 under Elliott, archrival Ohio State had pounded the
Wolverines 50-14, and to add insult to injury, Buckeye coach Woody Hayes went for a two point
conversion late in the game rather than kicking the extra point. When asked why he went for two,
Hayes is said to have replied, because I couldn't go for three. The next year, Bo's first as coach, the
defending national champion Buckeyes were 17 point favorites, but the 7-2 Wolverines dominated
Ohio State and beat them 24-12. In a single afternoon, Schembechler had resurrected Michigan's
proud football tradition and returned the program to the country's elite. Bo's Warriors is the story of
Bo's first year as coach, seen through the eyes of several players and one assistant coach, and
making the excitement of that historic season come alive.
  history of notre dame football coaches: Recreation in the United States James H.
Charleton, 1986
  history of notre dame football coaches: Amos Alonzo Stagg David E. Sumner, 2021-10-13
Amos Alonzo Stagg (1862-1965) grew up one of eight children in a poor New Jersey family,
graduated high school at 21 and worked his way through Yale. His goal was to become a
Presbyterian minister, but he dropped out of Yale Divinity School because he felt he could have more
influence on young men through coaching. He was hired as the first football coach at University of
Chicago after its founding in 1892. Under Stagg's leadership, Chicago emerged as one of the
nation's most formidable football teams during the early 20th century, winning seven Big Ten
championships and two national championships. After Chicago forced him to retire at 70, Stagg
found another coaching position at College of the Pacific, where he was forced to retire at 84. He
found another job and never fully retired from coaching until he was 98. His marriage to his wife
Stella--his de facto assistant coach--lasted almost 70 years. Sports Illustrated wrote of him, If any
single individual can be said to have created today's game, Stagg is the man. He either invented



outright or pioneered every aspect of the modern game from...the huddle, shift and tackling dummy
to such refinements as the T-formation strategy. This biography tells the story of his life and many
innovations, which made him one of the great pioneers of college football.
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