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**Chaim Perelman and The New Rhetoric: Revitalizing Argumentation in the
Modern Age**

chaim perelman the new rhetoric represents a groundbreaking shift in how we
understand argumentation and persuasion. Moving beyond classical notions of
rhetoric that often emphasize style over substance, Perelman’s work breathes
new life into the art of reasoning, focusing on the practical and
philosophical aspects of argument in everyday discourse. This article delves
deep into Perelman’s influential contributions, exploring the core ideas
behind The New Rhetoric, its significance in contemporary communication, and
why it remains a vital framework for understanding debates, legal arguments,
and even political discourse today.

Understanding Chaim Perelman and His
Intellectual Context

Chaim Perelman was a Belgian philosopher and logician whose work in the
mid-20th century sought to challenge the dominance of formal logic in
argumentation theory. At a time when analytic philosophy and symbolic logic
were defining the standards of rational discourse, Perelman aimed to reclaim
the importance of rhetoric—the art of persuasion—as a legitimate and
necessary form of reasoning.

Perelman’s interest stemmed from the realization that not all arguments fit
neatly into the rigid structures of formal logic. Real-world arguments,
especially those involving values, ethics, or justice, often rely on appeals
to audiences' reasonableness rather than absolute proof. This insight set the
stage for his collaboration with Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, culminating in the
seminal text *The New Rhetoric: A Treatise on Argumentation* (1958).

The New Rhetoric: Key Concepts and Principles

At its core, The New Rhetoric is a theory that redefines argumentation as a
process grounded in audience engagement and shared values. Perelman and
Olbrechts-Tyteca proposed that arguments should not be judged solely on
formal validity but also on their capacity to persuade reasonable individuals
in specific contexts.

Audience-Centered Argumentation

One of the pivotal ideas in The New Rhetoric is the concept of the "universal
audience." This is an imagined audience consisting of all reasonable and
competent individuals. When constructing an argument, Perelman suggests that
the speaker or writer should aim to convince this universal audience by
appealing to common values and rationality.

Unlike classical rhetoric, which often relied on emotional manipulation or
stylistic flair, Perelman’s approach emphasizes the importance of respecting



the audience’s capacity for critical thinking. This makes The New Rhetoric
particularly relevant in democratic societies where public discourse and
consensus-building are essential.

Argument Schemes and Techniques

Perelman identified numerous argumentation techniques that go beyond strict
logical deduction. These include:

- **Argument from Example:** Using specific cases to support a general claim.
- **Argument from Analogy:** Drawing parallels between similar situations to
justify a conclusion.
- **Argument from Authority:** Referring to credible experts or institutions
to bolster a point.
- **Argument from Cause to Effect:** Explaining phenomena by linking causes
and consequences.

These methods reflect the flexibility and adaptability of The New Rhetoric in
various fields such as law, politics, and ethics, where absolute certainty is
often unattainable.

The Impact of The New Rhetoric on Modern
Communication

The influence of Chaim Perelman and The New Rhetoric extends far beyond
philosophy and academic discourse. It has reshaped how we think about
persuasion in everyday life, from courtroom debates to media communication.

Legal and Political Argumentation

In legal settings, The New Rhetoric provides a framework for understanding
how lawyers and judges construct persuasive arguments that balance facts with
moral and societal considerations. For example, legal reasoning often
involves appeals to fairness, justice, and precedent—concepts that do not fit
neatly into formal logic but are central to Perelman’s model.

Similarly, political speechwriters and campaign strategists use rhetorical
techniques aligned with The New Rhetoric to craft messages that resonate with
the electorate’s values and beliefs. Recognizing the role of audience
engagement helps explain why certain political arguments succeed despite
lacking strict logical proof.

Everyday Persuasion and Conflict Resolution

Beyond professional spheres, The New Rhetoric offers valuable insights into
how individuals negotiate disagreements in personal and social contexts. By
focusing on shared values and reasonable dialogue, Perelman’s theory
encourages constructive communication that seeks consensus rather than
confrontation.



This approach is particularly useful in multicultural and diverse societies
where different worldviews must coexist. Through respectful argumentation,
people can navigate complex issues without resorting to dogmatism or
fallacious reasoning.

Why Chaim Perelman’s The New Rhetoric Still
Matters Today

In an era dominated by information overload, fake news, and polarized
debates, revisiting The New Rhetoric is more important than ever. Perelman’s
emphasis on the audience’s role in shaping arguments reminds us that
effective communication is not just about presenting facts but about
connecting meaningfully with others.

Lessons for Digital Communication

The rise of social media platforms has transformed how we argue and persuade.
Short attention spans and echo chambers often undermine thoughtful dialogue.
Applying Perelman’s principles encourages communicators to consider their
audience carefully and strive for reasonableness instead of mere provocation.

Enhancing Critical Thinking Skills

Studying The New Rhetoric can sharpen one’s ability to analyze arguments
critically. By recognizing different argumentation techniques and
understanding the importance of audience, individuals become better equipped
to assess the strengths and weaknesses of claims they encounter daily.

Exploring The New Rhetoric: Tips for Applying
Perelman’s Ideas

If you’re interested in incorporating elements of The New Rhetoric into your
own communication—whether writing, public speaking, or debate—here are some
practical tips inspired by Perelman’s work:

Identify your audience: Understand who you are addressing and what
values or beliefs they hold.

Appeal to shared values: Frame your arguments around principles that
your audience finds reasonable and important.

Use examples and analogies: Concrete illustrations help make abstract
points more relatable and convincing.

Balance emotion and logic: While The New Rhetoric prioritizes
reasonableness, well-placed emotional appeals can enhance persuasiveness
when used ethically.



Anticipate counterarguments: Addressing opposing views respectfully
strengthens your position and demonstrates critical thinking.

Final Thoughts on Chaim Perelman and The New
Rhetoric

Exploring *chaim perelman the new rhetoric* reveals a rich framework that
revitalizes the art of argumentation for contemporary audiences. By shifting
the focus from rigid logical structures to the dynamic interplay between
speaker, audience, and context, Perelman’s work remains a cornerstone of
rhetorical theory.

Whether you are a student of philosophy, a professional communicator, or
simply someone interested in improving your persuasive skills, engaging with
The New Rhetoric offers valuable insights. It teaches us that at the heart of
every effective argument lies an appeal to reasonableness and shared
understanding—a timeless lesson in the power of words to bridge divides and
foster meaningful dialogue.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Chaim Perelman and what is his contribution
to rhetoric?

Chaim Perelman was a Belgian philosopher known for reviving the study of
rhetoric through his work 'The New Rhetoric,' which he co-authored with Lucie
Olbrechts-Tyteca. He emphasized argumentation as a practical art focused on
persuasion rather than formal logic.

What is the main premise of Chaim Perelman's 'The New
Rhetoric'?

'The New Rhetoric' argues that persuasion is a fundamental aspect of human
communication and that rational argumentation should be studied as a
rhetorical practice aimed at convincing an audience, rather than relying
solely on formal logic.

How does Perelman's 'The New Rhetoric' differ from
classical rhetoric?

Unlike classical rhetoric, which often focused on stylistic elements and
persuasion through emotional appeal, Perelman's 'The New Rhetoric' centers on
the use of practical reasoning and audience engagement to establish shared
values and beliefs, bridging logic and rhetoric.

What role does the concept of audience play in



Perelman's 'The New Rhetoric'?

In 'The New Rhetoric,' the audience is central; Perelman emphasizes that
argumentation is always directed toward an audience whose beliefs and values
shape the effectiveness of persuasive strategies.

What types of arguments are emphasized in 'The New
Rhetoric'?

'The New Rhetoric' highlights practical arguments based on commonplaces and
values rather than formal deductive reasoning, focusing on how arguments can
appeal to shared beliefs and reasonableness within a particular context.

How has Chaim Perelman's 'The New Rhetoric'
influenced modern argumentation theory?

Perelman's work laid the foundation for contemporary argumentation theory by
redefining rhetoric as a field concerned with argument and persuasion,
influencing disciplines such as communication studies, law, and philosophy.

Can 'The New Rhetoric' be applied in legal and
political contexts?

Yes, 'The New Rhetoric' is particularly applicable in legal and political
contexts where persuading diverse audiences through reasoned argumentation
and appeals to shared values is critical.

What is the significance of 'universal audience' in
Perelman's theory?

The 'universal audience' is an idealized audience representing all reasonable
individuals, used as a standard for evaluating the validity and acceptability
of arguments in 'The New Rhetoric.'

How does 'The New Rhetoric' address the relationship
between logic and rhetoric?

Perelman proposes that rhetoric and logic are complementary; rhetoric deals
with practical reasoning aimed at persuasion, while logic focuses on formal
validity. He argues for a renewed appreciation of rhetoric's role in rational
discourse.

Additional Resources
**Chaim Perelman and The New Rhetoric: Transforming Argumentation in the
Modern Era**

chaim perelman the new rhetoric marks a pivotal moment in the study of
argumentation and persuasion, representing a profound shift away from
classical logic toward a more audience-centered approach. This innovative
framework, co-developed by Chaim Perelman and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca in their
seminal 1958 work *The New Rhetoric: A Treatise on Argumentation*, seeks to
redefine how arguments function within practical reasoning and public



discourse. By emphasizing the role of values, context, and audience
reception, Perelman’s theory remains influential across disciplines including
law, communication studies, and philosophy.

Understanding The New Rhetoric: Foundations and
Principles

At its core, *The New Rhetoric* challenges the dominance of formal logic as
the sole arbiter of valid argumentation. Chaim Perelman, a Belgian
philosopher and legal theorist, argued that real-world arguments rarely
conform to the strictures of deductive logic. Instead, they operate within
realms of probability, value judgments, and shared beliefs. This
understanding laid the groundwork for a system that prioritizes *audience
adherence*—the degree to which an argument convinces or persuades its
listeners—over absolute proof.

Unlike classical rhetoric, which often centered on stylistic flourishes or
oratory techniques, Perelman’s new rhetoric focuses on the mechanics of
argument itself. It introduces key concepts such as the “universal audience,”
a theoretical construct representing all reasonable people, which serves as a
benchmark for the acceptability of arguments. The method encourages speakers
to tailor arguments to the values and beliefs of their specific audience
while maintaining a broader appeal.

The Shift from Formal Logic to Practical Reasoning

Traditional logic, characterized by syllogisms and strict deductive validity,
is often inadequate in everyday discourse, where certainty is rarely
achievable. Perelman’s new rhetoric recognizes that practical reasoning
relies on probability and plausibility. This distinction is crucial in fields
like law, where judges and juries must weigh evidence and competing
narratives without absolute certainty.

By embracing the nuances of practical argumentation, the new rhetoric allows
for:

Inclusion of value-based premises

Recognition of audience diversity and context

Use of analogies, examples, and presumptions

This paradigm shift has made *chaim perelman the new rhetoric* particularly
relevant in disciplines emphasizing persuasion and deliberation over
scientific proof.

Key Features of Chaim Perelman’s New Rhetoric

Perelman’s framework articulates several distinctive features that



differentiate it from previous rhetorical theories:

1. Audience-Centered Argumentation

The new rhetoric posits that the effectiveness of an argument depends largely
on its ability to secure the assent of a particular audience. This audience
can be immediate or hypothetical but must be considered in terms of their
beliefs, values, and expectations. Perelman’s concept of the “universal
audience” functions as an idealized group of rational and competent
individuals, serving as a guide for evaluating arguments’ validity.

2. The Role of Values and Beliefs

Unlike formal logic, which excludes subjective elements, Perelman’s approach
incorporates the audience’s system of values as integral to persuasion.
Arguments are not simply about factual correctness but about aligning with or
challenging the audience’s ethical and cultural norms. This inclusion
reflects the complexity of human reasoning and acknowledges that many
disputes are about what ought to be rather than what is.

3. The Structure of Argumentation

Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca delineate various argumentative techniques,
such as:

Quasi-logical arguments: Employing logical forms adapted to practical
contexts.

Arguments from authority: Relying on credible sources or experts.

Analogy and example: Drawing parallels to clarify or strengthen claims.

Association and dissociation: Linking or separating concepts to
influence perception.

These strategies serve as tools for constructing convincing arguments in
diverse contexts.

Applications and Impact of The New Rhetoric

The influence of *chaim perelman the new rhetoric* extends beyond philosophy
into practical disciplines, transforming how argumentation is taught and
practiced.



Legal Reasoning and Judicial Discourse

One of the most notable applications of Perelman’s theory is in legal
contexts, where the balance between logical rigor and persuasive appeal is
delicate. Judges and lawyers utilize the new rhetoric to build cases that
resonate with juries and judges, emphasizing shared values and credibility.
The approach legitimizes the use of narrative and value-laden arguments,
which traditional logic often dismisses.

Communication and Public Discourse

In political and media spheres, the new rhetoric’s emphasis on audience
engagement has reshaped strategies for persuasive communication. Campaigns,
debates, and editorials frequently rely on Perelman’s insights to craft
messages that appeal to diverse publics, acknowledging emotional and ethical
dimensions alongside factual claims.

Education and Critical Thinking

Educators incorporate *chaim perelman the new rhetoric* to foster critical
thinking skills, encouraging students to analyze arguments not only for
logical soundness but also for their rhetorical effectiveness. This holistic
approach equips learners to navigate complex issues where clarity and
persuasion intertwine.

Strengths and Limitations of Perelman’s
Approach

While the new rhetoric provides a robust framework for understanding
argumentation, it is not without critiques.

Strengths

Flexibility: Accommodates a wide range of argument types beyond strict
logic.

Relevance: Applies to real-world discourse with uncertain and value-
laden premises.

Audience awareness: Highlights the essential role of context and
reception in persuasion.

Limitations



Subjectivity risk: Emphasis on audience values can lead to relativism,
complicating objective evaluation.

Universal audience ambiguity: The concept is idealized and difficult to
operationalize concretely.

Lack of formal criteria: Critics argue that without formal standards,
the new rhetoric may lack rigor.

Despite these challenges, the new rhetoric remains a cornerstone in modern
theories of argumentation.

Comparing The New Rhetoric to Classical Models

Classical rhetoric, epitomized by Aristotle’s *Rhetoric*, primarily focused
on ethos, pathos, and logos as means of persuasion. Perelman’s work builds on
these foundations but diverges by systematizing argumentation as a logical
and philosophical discipline rather than merely an art of persuasion.

Whereas classical rhetoric emphasized oratory and style, the new rhetoric
prioritizes the substance and structure of arguments tailored to audience
reasoning. This shift reflects mid-20th-century intellectual currents seeking
to bridge analytic philosophy with practical discourse analysis.

Modern Relevance and Digital Age Implications

In today’s digital landscape, characterized by social media debates,
misinformation, and polarized audiences, the principles of *chaim perelman
the new rhetoric* gain renewed importance. Understanding how arguments
function to persuade diverse and fragmented audiences is vital for effective
communication and critical media literacy.

Perelman’s focus on audience adaptation and value negotiation provides useful
tools for dissecting online rhetoric, where emotional appeals often
overshadow logical coherence. Scholars and practitioners continue to apply
the new rhetoric to analyze political campaigns, advertising, and public
health messaging in the digital era.

---

Chaim Perelman’s *The New Rhetoric* represents a transformative approach to
argumentation, emphasizing the dynamic interplay between speaker, audience,
and context. By moving beyond the constraints of formal logic, it offers a
nuanced understanding of persuasion that resonates across disciplines and
remains relevant in contemporary communication challenges. This enduring
legacy highlights the power of rhetoric as not merely an art but a vital
dimension of rational discourse.



Chaim Perelman The New Rhetoric

  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The New Rhetoric Chaïm Perelman, L. Olbrechts-Tyteca,
1991-09-30 The New Rhetoric is founded on the idea that since “argumentation aims at securing the
adherence of those to whom it is addressed, it is, in its entirety, relative to the audience to be
influenced,” says Chaïm Perelman and L. Olbrechts-Tyteca, and they rely, in particular, for their
theory of argumentation on the twin concepts of universal and particular audiences: while every
argument is directed to a specific individual or group, the orator decides what information and what
approaches will achieve the greatest adherence according to an ideal audience. This ideal, Perelman
explains, can be embodied, for example, in God, in all reasonable and competent men, in the man
deliberating or in an elite.” Like particular audiences, then, the universal audience is never fixed or
absolute but depends on the orator, the content and goals of the argument, and the particular
audience to whom the argument is addressed. These considerations determine what information
constitutes facts and reasonableness and thus help to determine the universal audience that, in turn,
shapes the orator's approach. The adherence of an audience is also determined by the orator's use of
values, a further key concept of the New Rhetoric. Perelman's treatment of value and his view of
epideictic rhetoric sets his approach apart from that of the ancients and of Aristotle in particular.
Aristotle's division of rhetoric into three genres–forensic, deliberative, and epideictic–is largely
motivated by the judgments required for each: forensic or legal arguments require verdicts on past
action, deliberative or political rhetoric seeks judgment on future action, and epideictic or
ceremonial rhetoric concerns values associated with praise or blame and seeks no specific decisions.
For Aristotle, the epideictic genre was of limited importance in the civic realm since it did not
concern facts or policies. Perelman, in contrast, believes not only that epideictic rhetoric warrants
more attention, but that the values normally limited to that genre are in fact central to all
argumentation. Epideictic oratory, Perelman argues, has significant and important argumentation
for strengthening the disposition toward action by increasing adherence to the values it lauds.”
These values are central to the persuasiveness of arguments in all rhetorical genres since the orator
always attempts to establish a sense of communion centered around particular values recognized by
the audience.”
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The New Rhetoric of Chaïm Perelman Ray D. Dearin, 1989
The work of Chaim Perelman must be regarded as crucially influential in the 20th century
restoration of rhetoric to its rightful place in the intellectual tradition of Western culture. In
Perelman's masterly elaboration of 'New Rhetoric, ' the ancient art becomes again a respected
Chapter of the method of learning and resumes its role of vital relevance to the human condition.
The growing importance of Perelman's thought in recent years, particularly to the fields of
philosophy, ethics, communication, and law suggests the need for this collection. It crystallizes
Perelman's rhetorical thought in his own writings and presents representative responses to his New
Rhetoric from scholars in rhetoric and communication. Contents: include: Perelman's Philosophical
Perspective, Carlin Romano and Ray D. Dearin; Perelman's Contributions to Rhetorical Thought;
Critical Responses to the 'New Rhetoric, ' Karl R. Wallace, J. Robert Cox, Lisa S. Ede, Allen Scult,
Louise A. Karon, Jam Measell, Don Abbot, Ray D. Dearin, Ralph T. Eubanks; Appendix: The New
Rhetoric and the Rhetoricians, Chaim Perelma
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The New Rhetoric of Chaïm Perelman Ray D. Dearin,
1989 The work of Chaim Perelman must be regarded as crucially influential in the 20th century
restoration of rhetoric to its rightful place in the intellectual tradition of Western culture. In
Perelman's masterly elaboration of 'New Rhetoric, ' the ancient art becomes again a respected
Chapter of the method of learning and resumes its role of vital relevance to the human condition.
The growing importance of Perelman's thought in recent years, particularly to the fields of
philosophy, ethics, communication, and law suggests the need for this collection. It crystallizes
Perelman's rhetorical thought in his own writings and presents representative responses to his New
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Rhetoric from scholars in rhetoric and communication. Contents: include: Perelman's Philosophical
Perspective, Carlin Romano and Ray D. Dearin; Perelman's Contributions to Rhetorical Thought;
Critical Responses to the 'New Rhetoric, ' Karl R. Wallace, J. Robert Cox, Lisa S. Ede, Allen Scult,
Louise A. Karon, Jam Measell, Don Abbot, Ray D. Dearin, Ralph T. Eubanks; Appendix: The New
Rhetoric and the Rhetoricians, Chaim Perelma
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Chaim Perelman's New Rhetoric Leonard Oluff Hansen,
1974
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The Realm of Rhetoric Chaïm Perelman, 1982 The
Realm of Rhetoric follows in the tradition of the author's The New Rhetoric, hailed for its
wide-ranging and innovative approaches to argumentation. In this new study Chaim Perelman
continues to develop his ideas on the theory of rhetoric, now even more cogently and persuasively
presented. Pruned of much detail present in the earlier book, this new work captures the essence of
his thought in a style and presentation suitable to the program and needs of an English-speaking
audience. It is an ideal instruction medium for students approaching theories of informal
argumentation for the first time. Perelman raises the questions, How do claims to reasonableness
arise in prose that is not formally logical? and What does 'reasonableness' mean for some who
speaks of 'reasonable men' or 'beyond reasonable doubt'? He then shows how claims to rationality
are embedded in a number of verbal structures heretofore considered exclusively ornamental or
dispositional. He identifies and discusses many argumentative techniques in addition to the
quasi-logical methods conventionally treated in textbooks and notes numerous subforms of
argumentation within each of the general types he identifies.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Perelman’s New Rhetoric as Philosophy and
Methodology for the Next Century M. Maneli, 2013-03-14 Both Perelman's collaborators,
Professors Haarscher and Ingber, shared with me their deep personal insights about origins, birth
and phases of the develop ment of the New Rhetoric. Without their good will, advice and creative
com ments, my personal knowledge would have been narrower. I am grateful to the Chaim Perelman
Foundation for their grant which enabled me to cover my expenses of collecting materials, editing
and preparing the manuscript. Professor Michel Meyer was very instrumental in the negotiations
with the publisher. Mr. Raphael Lipski, treasurer of the Perelman Foundation, spent many hours
with me, and shared his remembrances of Perelman's personality, his social and political activity.
lowe special thanks to Dr. Richard Kramer, whose friendship I cherish for a quarter of a century. He
read and edited not only the entire text of the book, but he offered many critical remarks and
constructive suggestions which helped me to revise my own ideas and to formulate them more
clearly and precisely. The first critical reader and editor was as usual Mrs. Elizabeth Previti.
Professor Elzbieta Ettinger-Chodakowska, MIT, read this entire manuscript and shared with me her
impressions. lowe special gratitude to my dear friend, Mrs. Stephanie Silvers for her steady help and
moral support. Needless to say, I am solely responsible for all the deficiencies of this book.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The Intellectual and Cultural Origins of Chaïm Perelman
and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca’s New Rhetoric Project Michelle Bolduc, David A. Frank, 2023-04-12
Chaïm Perelman, alone, and in collaboration with Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, developed the New
Rhetoric Project (NRP), which is in use throughout the world. Sir Brian Vickers, in his historical
survey of rhetoric and philosophy for the Oxford Encyclopaedia of Rhetoric, states that the NRP is
“one of the most influential modern formulations of rhetorical theory.” This book provides the first
deep contextualization of the project’s origins, offers seven original translations of the writings of
Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca from French into English, and details how their collaboration
effectively addresses then philosophical problems of our age.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Chaim Perelman Alan G. Gross, Ray D Dearin, 2002-11-07
This accessible book examines the philosophical foundations of Chaim Perelman's rhetorical theory.
In addition to offering a brief biography, it explores Perelman's deep philosophical commitments and
his concern for the ways in which the details of actual texts realize those commitments. The authors
show that Perelman still reigns supreme when it comes to the elucidation of actual texts. His is a



micro-analysis of arguments, one that is endlessly suggestive of ways of analyzing texts at the level
of the word and phrase, the arrangement of parts, and the structure of arguments.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Rhetorics in the New Millennium James D. Hester,
2010-06-10 Some of the most renowned modern practitioners of New Testament rhetorical criticism,
including Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza, Wilhelm Wuellner and the editors themselves provide new
rhetorical readings of New Testament texts. Organized into three distinct sections, Rhetorics in the
New Millennium provides a cutting-edge approach to this thorny issue in biblical studies. The first
section is a collection of three essays that are primarily theoretical in nature and concerned with
examining general theories of rhetoric. The second section is a series of specific studies each using a
different accepted theoretical model to analyze a given text. The final section presents valuable
appendices which summarize information about the content of certain theoretical models of
criticism. Finally, a bibliography listing a wide variety of rhetorical critical studies and reference
works is included.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The Rhetoric of the Human Sciences John S. Nelson,
Allan Megill, Deirdre N. McCloskey, 1987 Opening with an overview of the renewal of interest in
rhetoric for inquiries of all kinds, this volume addresses rhetoric in individual disciplines -
mathematics, anthropology, psychology, economics, sociology, political science and history. Drawing
from recent literary theory, it suggests the contribution of the humanities to the rhetoric of inquiry
and explores communications beyond the academy, particulary in women's issues, religion and law.
The final essays speak from the field of communication studies, where the study of rhetoric usually
makes its home.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: A Critique of the Epistemology of Chaim Perelman's New
Rhetoric Daniel J. Jones, 1993
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The History and Theory of Rhetoric Luke Winslow,
James A. Herrick, 2025-08-19 By tracing the traditional progression of rhetoric from the Greek
Sophists to contemporary theorists, this updated eighth edition gives students a conceptual
framework for evaluating and practicing persuasive writing and speaking in a wide range of
settings, including written, visual, and digital media. Through an expansive historical purview, the
book illustrates how persuasive public discourse performs essential social functions and shapes our
societies, drawing on the ideas of many of history’s greatest thinkers and theorists. This new edition
includes an integrated exploration of non-Western rhetorics, an updated account of contemporary
rhetoric, and an enhanced analysis of rhetorical theory in a digital age. Known for its clear writing
style and contemporary examples throughout, The History and Theory of Rhetoric emphasizes the
relevance of rhetoric to today’s students. This revised edition serves as a core textbook for rhetoric
courses in both English and communication programs, covering both the historical tradition of
rhetoric and contemporary rhetoric studies. A suite of online resources, including a detailed
instructor’s manual, PowerPoint slides, and videos from Dr. Winslow, can be found on the Instructor
and Student Resources website at www.routledgelearning.com/historyofrhetoric.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The New Rhetoric , 1971
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Reengaging the Prospect(s) of Rhetoric Mark J.
Porrovecchio, 2010-02-25 Reengaging the Prospects of Rhetoric reanimates the debate over the
function and scope of rhetoric. Providing a contemporary response to the volume The Prospect of
Rhetoric (1971), this volume reconceptualizes that classic work to address the challenges facing the
study of rhetoric today. As a standalone text or a supplemental resource for undergraduate and
graduate courses in the history, theory, and criticism of rhetoric or contemporary rhetorical theory,
it will help to shape rhetoric’s future role in communication studies and will foster interdisciplinary
dialogues about the topic.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Chaim Perelman's Epistemic Rhetoric: an Analysis of the
Interaction Between the Universal and Particular Audiences in The New Rhetoric James Allen
Herrick, 1978
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Contemporary Perspectives on Rhetoric Sonja K. Foss,



Karen A. Foss, Robert Trapp, 2014-04-04 The anniversary edition marks thirty years of offering an
indispensable review and analysis of thinkers who have exerted a profound influence on
contemporary rhetorical theory: I. A. Richards, Ernesto Grassi, Chaïm Perelman and Lucie
Olbrechts-Tyteca, Stephen Toulmin, Richard Weaver, Kenneth Burke, Jürgen Habermas, bell hooks,
Jean Baudrillard, and Michel Foucault. The brief biographical sketches locate the theorists in time
and place, showing how life experiences influenced perspectives on rhetorical thought. The concise
explanations of complex concepts are clear, engaging, insightful, and highly accessible, serving as
an excellent primer for reading the major works of these scholars. The critical commentary is
carefully chosen to highlight implications and to place the theories within a broader rhetorical
context. Each chapter ends with a complete bibliography of works by the theorists.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: The History and Theory of Rhetoric James A. Herrick,
2015-08-07 The History and Theory of Rhetoric offers discussion of the history of rhetorical studies
in the Western tradition, from ancient Greece to contemporary American and European theorists
that is easily accessible to students. By tracing the historical progression of rhetoric from the Greek
Sophists of the 5th Century B.C. all the way to contemporary studies–such as the rhetoric of science
and feminist rhetoric–this comprehensive text helps students understand how persuasive public
discourse performs essential social functions and shapes our daily worlds. Students gain conceptual
framework for evaluating and practicing persuasive writing and speaking in a wide range of settings
and in both written and visual media. Known for its clear writing style and contemporary examples
throughout, The History and Theory of Rhetoric emphasizes the relevance of rhetoric to today's
students.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Jewish Rhetorics Michael Bernard-Donals, Janice W.
Fernheimer, 2014-12-02 This volume, the first of its kind, establishes and clarifies the significance of
Jewish rhetorics as its own field and as a field within rhetoric studies. Diverse essays illuminate and
complicate the editors' definition of a Jewish rhetorical stance as allowing speakers to maintain a
resolute sense of engagement with their fellows and their community, while also remaining aware of
the dislocation from the members of those communities. Topics include the historical and theoretical
foundations of Jewish rhetorics; cultural variants and modes of cultural expression; and intersections
with Greco-Roman, Christian, Islamic, and contemporary rhetorical theory and practice. In addition,
the contributors examine gender and Yiddish, and evaluate the actual and potential effect of Jewish
rhetorics on contemporary scholarship and on the ways we understand and teach language and
writing. The contributors include some of the world's leading scholars of rhetoric, writing, and
Jewish studies.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: Rhetorical Theory Timothy Borchers, Heather Hundley,
2018-03-30 From the moment we begin to understand the meanings of words and symbols, we have
used rhetoric. It is how we determine perceptions of who we are, those around us, and the social
structure in which we operate. Rhetorical Theory, Second Edition introduces a broad selection of
classical and contemporary theoretical approaches to understanding and using rhetoric. Historical
context reveals why rhetorical theories were created, while present-day examples demonstrate how
they relate to the world in which we live. Borchers and Hundley present conceptual topics in a
succinct and approachable manner. The text is organized topically rather than chronologically, so
similarities and differences are easily detected in central ideas. Each chapter is enhanced by the
inclusion of theorist biographies, applications of theory to practice, and Internet exercises. The
Second Edition expands coverage on mediated rhetoric, feminist rhetoric, alternative rhetorical
theories including Afrocentricity and intersectionality, cultural and critical rhetoric, and postmodern
implications of rhetoric.
  chaim perelman the new rhetoric: All in All (More or Less) Walter Jost, 2025-01-07 This
book reinvents aspects of the rhetorical tradition as part of a philosophical pluralism oriented to
“All-in-Allness”. Its chapters unfold some of the ethical and intellectual responsibilities philosophy
and rhetoric share, their commitments toward literature broadly conceived, the limited authority of
their interpretations, and the kinds of judgments they issue in. Part One, drawing chiefly on Ludwig



Wittgenstein and Richard McKeon, leverages a central line of argument regarding “Rationality” in
the pragmatism of Robert Brandom. Part Two pivots to specific instances of the range of rhetorical
argument found in surprising places and in sophisticated arrangements. The book as a whole
culminates in Part Three, where the author demonstrates how “ordinary language criticism”
fruitfully bears on cultural models – film, drama, novels, poetry – belonging to “American Low
Modernism.”
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