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California Government and Politics Today: Navigating the Complex Landscape of
the Golden State

california government and politics today reflect a dynamic and often complex
interplay of policies, personalities, and public interests in the nation’s
most populous state. With over 39 million residents, California’s political
environment is not only influential locally but also shapes national
discourse in areas such as climate change, immigration, technology, and
social justice. Understanding this landscape requires a closer look at the
structure of the state government, the key political issues dominating
debates, and how Californians engage with their leaders and policies in real
time.

Structure of California Government: A
Foundation of Power and Responsibility

California’s government operates under a system similar to the federal
government, divided into three branches: executive, legislative, and
judicial. However, its size and scale make the state’s political environment
particularly intricate.

The Executive Branch: Leadership at the Helm

At the top of California’s executive branch is the Governor, currently a
pivotal figure responsible for setting policy priorities, enacting state
laws, and managing the vast bureaucracy. Alongside the Governor, several
other elected officials, including the Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General,
Secretary of State, and Treasurer, wield significant influence. These offices
oversee everything from legal affairs and elections to financial management.

The Governor’s power extends to proposing the state budget, vetoing
legislation, and appointing judges and agency heads. This role is crucial in
shaping California’s response to pressing issues like wildfires,
homelessness, and economic recovery.

The Legislative Branch: Crafting the State’s Laws

California’s legislature is bicameral, consisting of the State Assembly and
the State Senate. Together, they draft, debate, and pass laws that affect



every facet of life in California. The legislature is known for its active
role in addressing progressive policies, including environmental regulations,
healthcare expansion, and education funding.

Legislators often face the challenge of balancing the interests of diverse
constituents, from urban tech hubs like Silicon Valley to rural agricultural
regions in the Central Valley. This diversity shapes legislative priorities
and sometimes leads to spirited debates within the chambers.

The Judicial Branch: Interpreting State Law

The state’s judiciary includes the California Supreme Court and lower courts,
which play a critical role in interpreting laws, resolving disputes, and
ensuring justice. Judicial decisions in California often set precedents that
influence national legal trends, especially in areas such as privacy rights,
labor laws, and criminal justice reform.

Key Political Issues Shaping California
Government and Politics Today

California’s political scene is vibrant and often at the forefront of
national conversations. Several critical issues dominate the agenda and
public debate.

Climate Change and Environmental Policy

As a global leader in environmental activism, California government and
politics today heavily emphasize climate change mitigation. The state has
enacted ambitious goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, promote renewable
energy, and protect natural habitats. Policies like the cap-and-trade program
and aggressive vehicle emissions standards often set examples for other
states and countries.

However, these policies also generate debates around economic impacts, energy
costs, and the balance between environmental preservation and development.
Lawmakers continuously navigate these tensions to maintain California’s
leadership in green innovation.

Housing Crisis and Homelessness

One of the most pressing challenges for California’s government is addressing
the housing shortage and homelessness epidemic. Skyrocketing real estate



prices and rent have made affordable housing scarce, pushing many residents
into unstable living conditions.

State and local governments have implemented numerous programs aimed at
increasing housing supply, providing emergency shelters, and offering
supportive services. Yet, the scale of the problem demands ongoing political
will and creative solutions that consider zoning laws, community opposition,
and funding constraints.

Immigration and Diversity

California stands out for its diverse population and is home to one of the
largest immigrant communities in the U.S. The state government has often
taken progressive stances on immigration, including sanctuary policies that
limit cooperation with federal immigration enforcement and initiatives to
provide access to education and healthcare for undocumented residents.

These policies reflect California’s broader commitment to inclusivity but
also spark debates concerning state-federal relations and resource
allocation.

Technology and Data Privacy

Given Silicon Valley’s global prominence, California government and politics
today are increasingly focused on regulating technology companies and
protecting consumer data. The California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) is a
landmark law that gives residents control over their personal information and
has influenced privacy legislation nationwide.

Policymakers grapple with balancing innovation, economic growth, and
safeguarding citizens’ rights in an era dominated by digital transformation.

Political Engagement and Voter Trends in
California

Understanding california government and politics today also means examining
how Californians participate in democracy. Voter turnout, political activism,
and public opinion play pivotal roles in shaping government actions.

Voter Participation and Demographics

California boasts a large and diverse electorate, including young voters,



minorities, and a growing number of naturalized citizens. Efforts to increase
voter participation have included expanded mail-in voting, automatic voter
registration, and multilingual outreach programs.

Despite these efforts, turnout can vary widely by region and demographic,
influencing election outcomes and policy priorities.

Grassroots Movements and Advocacy

From environmental campaigns to social justice protests, grassroots activism
thrives in California. These movements often influence legislation and public
opinion, reflecting the state’s reputation as a hotbed for political
innovation and civic engagement.

Advocacy groups frequently partner with lawmakers to push for reforms and
hold government accountable, ensuring that diverse voices contribute to the
political process.

Political Landscape: Parties and Ideologies

California is widely recognized as a Democratic stronghold, with the party
controlling most statewide offices and legislative seats. However, the
Republican Party maintains pockets of influence, particularly in certain
rural and inland areas.

This political makeup shapes policymaking and sometimes leads to ideological
clashes within the government and electorate. Issues such as taxation,
education, and law enforcement often highlight these divisions.

The Future of California Government and
Politics

Looking ahead, california government and politics today are poised to evolve
amid shifting demographics, technological advancements, and emerging
challenges. Issues like climate resilience, economic inequality, and public
health will likely dominate future agendas.

Policymakers and citizens alike face the task of crafting solutions that are
equitable, sustainable, and responsive to the diverse needs of the state’s
population. Engaging with these developments offers valuable insights into
how California continues to influence the broader American political
landscape.

Whether through elections, public discourse, or community involvement,



staying informed and active remains crucial for anyone interested in the
ongoing story of California government and politics today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key priorities of California's current
governor?
California's current governor prioritizes addressing climate change,
expanding healthcare access, improving public education, and enhancing
affordable housing initiatives.

How is California addressing the housing
affordability crisis?
California is implementing policies such as zoning reform, increasing funding
for affordable housing projects, and incentivizing the construction of multi-
family units to combat the housing affordability crisis.

What recent legislation has been passed to combat
climate change in California?
Recent legislation includes measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
expand renewable energy use, and promote electric vehicle adoption, such as
the Clean Energy and Pollution Reduction Act.

How is California handling immigration policies at
the state level?
California continues to be a sanctuary state, providing protections for
undocumented immigrants and expanding access to services regardless of
immigration status.

What impact has California's new voting reforms had
on elections?
Recent voting reforms, including expanded mail-in voting and automatic voter
registration, have increased voter turnout and made elections more
accessible.

How is California addressing homelessness in major
cities?
California is investing in supportive housing, increasing shelter capacity,
and funding mental health and addiction services to address homelessness in



urban areas.

What role does California play in national politics
today?
California, as the most populous state with a large number of electoral
votes, plays a significant role in shaping national policy and often leads
progressive initiatives that influence federal legislation.

Additional Resources
California Government and Politics Today: Navigating Complexities in the
Nation’s Most Populous State

california government and politics today present a dynamic and intricate
landscape shaped by diverse demographics, pressing policy challenges, and a
unique political culture. As the most populous state in the United States,
California wields significant influence both domestically and
internationally. Understanding the current state of governance and political
trends requires an examination of institutional structures, key policy
debates, and the evolving relationship between state and federal authorities.

Structural Overview of California’s Government

California operates under a constitution that establishes a tripartite
government system comprising the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches. The governor, currently one of the most powerful state executives,
oversees a sprawling bureaucracy responsible for implementing policies across
a wide range of sectors. The bicameral legislature consists of the State
Assembly and the State Senate, with members elected from districts that
reflect California’s diverse population.

In recent years, California’s government has been notable for its
experimentation with direct democracy tools, including ballot initiatives and
referenda. This system allows voters to directly influence policy decisions,
bypassing traditional legislative processes. While this fosters citizen
engagement, it also leads to complex policy outcomes that sometimes conflict
with legislative priorities.

Political Composition and Partisan Dynamics

California’s political landscape today is characterized by a dominant
Democratic Party presence. The state legislature holds a supermajority of
Democratic seats, and the governorship has been held by a Democrat for over
two decades. This political homogeneity has enabled the passage of



progressive legislation on issues such as climate change, healthcare, and
housing.

However, the Republican Party continues to play a critical role in shaping
debates, particularly on topics like taxation, regulatory policies, and
public safety. The political divide often reflects California’s geographic
and demographic diversity, with urban centers typically leaning liberal and
rural areas maintaining conservative preferences.

Key Policy Challenges and Legislative
Priorities

California’s government faces a series of complex challenges that influence
policy agendas and political discourse. Among the most pressing are housing
affordability, environmental sustainability, economic inequality, and public
health.

Housing Crisis and Urban Development

One of the most contentious issues within california government and politics
today is the housing affordability crisis. Skyrocketing home prices and
rental costs have led to widespread displacement and homelessness,
particularly in metropolitan areas like Los Angeles and San Francisco. The
state legislature has passed a range of measures aimed at increasing housing
supply, including loosening zoning restrictions and incentivizing affordable
housing projects.

Nevertheless, progress remains uneven. Local governments often resist state
mandates, citing concerns about community character and infrastructure
strain. This tension between state-level initiatives and local control
continues to shape the political debate around urban development.

Environmental Policies and Climate Leadership

California has long positioned itself as a leader in environmental policy,
crafting aggressive goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and expanding
renewable energy use. The state’s cap-and-trade program and strict vehicle
emission standards exemplify its commitment to combating climate change.

The government’s approach to environmental regulation reflects both political
will and public support, with many Californians prioritizing sustainability.
However, balancing economic growth with environmental protection remains a
delicate task, especially in sectors like agriculture and energy production.



Economic Inequality and Social Services

Economic disparity persists despite California’s robust economy, which ranks
among the largest globally. The government’s social services programs,
including healthcare expansions and minimum wage increases, aim to address
these gaps. Yet, critics argue that high living costs and uneven access to
opportunities continue to marginalize vulnerable populations.

Debates over taxation, particularly the state’s progressive income tax
structure, reflect broader ideological divides regarding wealth
redistribution and public investment.

California’s Role in National Politics

The significance of california government and politics today extends beyond
state borders. California’s electoral votes make it a critical player in
presidential elections, and its policy experiments often serve as models for
other states.

Federal-State Relations and Policy Conflicts

Interactions between California’s state government and the federal
administration have at times been contentious, especially regarding
immigration enforcement, environmental regulations, and healthcare. The state
has frequently pursued legal challenges against federal policies perceived as
detrimental to its priorities.

This dynamic underscores California’s position as a political counterweight
within the federal system, where state sovereignty and national directives
continually intersect.

Influence on National Policy Trends

California’s pioneering legislation on issues like data privacy, labor
rights, and clean energy frequently sets precedents adopted elsewhere. The
state’s large economy also contributes to shaping national conversations on
economic recovery and technological innovation.

Moreover, political leaders from California increasingly hold influential
roles on the national stage, further amplifying the state’s impact on U.S.
governance.



Voter Engagement and Political Participation

Understanding california government and politics today also requires
attention to civic engagement. California boasts one of the most diverse
electorates in the country, with various efforts underway to improve voter
turnout and representation.

Demographic Shifts and Electoral Impact

The state’s demographic evolution, including growing Latino and Asian
American populations, influences electoral outcomes and policy priorities.
Political parties and candidates strive to address the concerns of these
communities, shaping campaign strategies and legislative agendas.

Voting Laws and Accessibility

California has implemented reforms to increase voter accessibility, such as
automatic voter registration and expanded mail-in voting. While these
measures have generally increased participation, disparities remain among
different demographic groups.

Efforts to combat misinformation and ensure election security also form part
of ongoing discussions within the political landscape.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

California’s government stands at a crossroads, balancing ambitious policy
goals with practical governance challenges. Issues like infrastructure
modernization, public safety reforms, and educational equity demand nuanced
approaches in a politically charged environment.

The evolving nature of california government and politics today reflects
broader trends in American federalism, demographic change, and policy
innovation. Stakeholders across the political spectrum continue to grapple
with how best to harness California’s economic and cultural strengths while
addressing persistent social and environmental problems.

In this context, the state’s political actors must navigate complex trade-
offs, negotiate competing interests, and respond to an engaged and diverse
electorate. The outcomes of these efforts will not only shape California’s
future but also provide critical lessons for governance in other
jurisdictions facing similar challenges.



California Government And Politics Today

  california government and politics today: California Government and Politics Today
Mona Field, 2017-10-19 This is the eBook of the printed book and may not include any media,
website access codes, or print supplements that may come packaged with the bound book. For
courses in California government A practical, contemporary overview of California politics California
Government and Politics Today explains California’s ever-changing political situation in the context
of social and economic trends. As in previous editions, author Mona Field focuses on the state’s
ethnic and cultural diversity as well as the global economy’s impact on California (and vice versa). In
addition, she helps students to view political involvement as an essential component of achieving the
California Dream. The Fifteenth Edition includes updated data and coverage of contemporary issues,
including contrasts between California and the nation after the 2016 presidential election. NOTE:
This ISBN is for a Pearson Books a la Carte edition: a convenient, three-hole-punched, loose-leaf
text. In addition to the flexibility offered by this format, Books a la Carte editions offer students
great value, as they cost significantly less than a bound textbook.
  california government and politics today: California Government and Politics Today
Mona Field, Charles P. Sohner, 1996-01-01
  california government and politics today: California Government and Politics Today- (Value
Pack W/Mysearchlab) Mona Field, 2008-12 MySearchLab provides students with a complete
understanding of the research process so they can complete research projects confidently and
efficiently. Students and instructors with an internet connection can visit www.MySearchLab.com
and receive immediate access to thousands of full articles from the EBSCO ContentSelect database.
In addition, MySearchLab offers extensive content on the research process itself-including tips on
how to navigate and maximize time in the campus library, a step-by-step guide on writing a research
paper, and instructions on how to finish an academic assignment with endnotes and bibliography.-
This lively text offers clear and succinct coverage of California government that blends political data
with economic, cultural, and demographic trends, and analyzes the link between the economy and
the political process. California Government and Politics Today is written by a college professor who
is also an elected official in California, offering a unique insider's view that will engage and inform
students. This new edition continues the book's tradition of offering accessible, nuts-and-bolts
coverage while also encouraging political activism and developing the student's own unique political
views.
  california government and politics today: California Government and Politics Today
Election Update Mona Field, 2006-12 This brief and inexpensive best-seller has now been updated
to include complete coverage of the 2006 election, the campaign results, and the most relevant and
important issues and events that have captured the headlines and dialogue in California throughout
2005 and 2006. This lively text offers a unique approach to California government that blends
political data with economic, cultural, and demographic trends, and analyzes the link between the
economy and the political process. California Government and Politics Today is written by a college
professor who is also an elected official in California, offering a unique insider's view that will
engage and inform students. This updated edition continues the book's tradition of encouraging
political activism and developing the reader's own unique political views.
  california government and politics today: California Government Politics Today
Addison-Wesley Longman, Incorporated, 1998-08-01
  california government and politics today: California Government and Politics Today
Charles P. Sohner, 1984
  california government and politics today: The Struggle for Democracy Edward S.
Greenberg, 2011
  california government and politics today: California Government Today Charles Gordon Bell,
Charles M. Price, 1988

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/california-government-and-politics-today.pdf


  california government and politics today: California Government Today Charles M. Price,
Charles G. Bell, 1995-06-01
  california government and politics today: The California State Constitution , 2016 The
California Constitution is one of the longest in the world and has been revised over 500 times since
its original drafting in 1849. In its current incarnation, the constitution reflects the state's mistrust
of elected officials, gives cities and towns broad home rule powers, and outlines governance for the
state's university system. The California State Constitution provides an outstanding constitutional
and historical account of the state's basic governing charter. In addition to an overview of
California's constitutional history, it offers an in-depth, section-by-section analysis of the entire
constitution, detailing the many significant changes that have been made since its initial drafting in
1849. This treatment, along with a table of cases, index, and the bibliography provides an
unsurpassed reference guide for students, scholars, and practitioners of California's constitution.
The second edition updates and expands the previous edition published in 1993. The book provides
new analysis, with citations to court decisions and relevant scholarly commentary, as well as
accompanying explanations and a lengthy introduction to provide historical and thematic context.
This new edition also contains a foreword by the current Chief Justice of California, Tani
Cantil-Sakauye. The Oxford Commentaries on the State Constitutions of the United States is an
important series that reflects a renewed international interest in constitutional history and provides
expert insight into each of the 50 state constitutions. Each volume in this innovative series contains
a historical overview of the state's constitutional development, a section-by-section analysis of its
current constitution, and a comprehensive guide to further research. Under the expert editorship of
Professor G. Alan Tarr, Director of the Center on State Constitutional Studies at Rutgers University,
this series provides essential reference tools for understanding state constitutional law. Books in the
series can be purchased individually or as part of a complete set, giving readers unmatched access
to these important political documents.
  california government and politics today: American Government and Politics Today
Barbara A. Bardes, Mack C. Shelley, II, Steefen W. Schmidt, Larry N. Gerston, Terry Christensen,
2012
  california government and politics today: California Politics Renee B. Van Vechten,
2018-01-12 The thoroughly revised Fifth Edition of California Politics: A Primer concisely explains
how California’s history, political culture, rules, and institutions come together to shape politics
today and how they will determine the state of affairs tomorrow. Author Renee B. Van Vechten
begins with a brief political history of California, then walks through direct democracy, the
legislature, executive branch, and court system. She covers local government and concludes with a
discussion of the state’s budget process, campaigns and elections, political engagement, and policy
issues. From the structure of the state's government to its local representatives, policies, and voter
participation, California Politics: A Primer delivers the concepts and details students need. New to
the Fifth Edition An emphasis on California’s place in the federal system provides you with context
around the state leadership's resistance to Trump administration policies on things like California’s
sanctuary state status, immigration, the environment, and more. Increased coverage of policy topics
throughout the book helps you see how recent policy has impacted issues such as greenhouse gas
emissions regulations, attempted “fixes” for water- and drought-related issues, new transportation
projects, and prison reform. Extended discussions of elections-related innovations introduce you to
recent elections-related topics such as the Top-Two Primary, efforts to increase voter registration,
all vote-by-mail elections, and redistricting. New coverage of the “Five Californias” gives you a
better understanding of California’s political geography and how distinct segments of the population
are primed for political engagement or disaffection. New lists of key terms with clear definitions at
the end of each chapter enable you to review the content more effectively. New and updated maps
and graphics depict important topics such as California’s newly proposed high-speed rail project.
  california government and politics today: Revel for the Struggle for Democracy + California
Government and Politics Today Combo Card Edward Greenberg, Benjamin I. Page, 2019-01-02 For



courses in American Government Examine how American democracy is developing Revel(TM) The
Struggle for Democracy gives students the tools they need to decode the American political system,
analyze its pieces, consider its linkages, and identify opportunities to make a difference. Taking a
fresh approach to common American government topics, authors Edward Greenberg and Benjamin
Page present a simple but powerful framework of evidence-based research to guide students to
discover how government, politics, and the larger society are intertwined. Prompting students to
make critical judgments about how well our government works, the authors pose the questions How
democratic are we? and Can government do anything well? The 2018 Elections and Updates Edition
offers new narrative coverage of the major issues from today's headlines including the 2018 midterm
elections, recent policy under the Trump administration, and the nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to
the Supreme Court. This digital package includes Revel California Government and Politics Today,
15th Edition, allowing instructors to easily integrate coverage of California government and politics
into the American Government survey course. Focusing on California's ethnic and cultural diversity
as well as the global economy's impact on California (and vice versa), author Mona Field explains
California's ever-changing political situation in the context of social and economic trends. Revel is
Pearson's newest way of delivering our respected content. Fully digital and highly engaging, Revel
replaces the textbook and gives students everything they need for the course. Informed by extensive
research on how people read, think, and learn, Revel is an interactive learning environment that
enables students to read, practice, and study in one continuous experience -- for less than the cost of
a traditional textbook. NOTE: This Revel Combo Access pack includes a Revel access code plus a
loose-leaf print reference (delivered by mail) to complement your Revel experience. In addition to
this access code, you will need a course invite link, provided by your instructor, to register for and
use Revel.
  california government and politics today: American Government and Politics Today Bardes,
Barbara A. Bardes, Mack C. Shelley, Steffen W. Schmidt, 2001-06-15 Booknews: This textbook on
American government and politics seeks to encourage direct participation by citizens in the political
process. Each chapter includes a discussion question on a controversial issue and an example of how
the student can become actively involved in American politics. A sampling of topics includes the
Constitution, federalism, civil rights, political parties, elections, Congress, the Presidency,
bureaucracy, the Judiciary, domestic and economic policy, and foreign policy. Coverage extends to
the results of the November 2000 presidential elections with an analysis of its implications for the
future.
  california government and politics today: California Government and Politics Annual ,
1971
  california government and politics today: California in the New Millennium Mark
Baldassare, 2002-05-15 A joint publication with the Public Policy Institute of California.
  california government and politics today: The Oxford Handbook of State and Local
Government Donald P. Haider-Markel, 2014-04 The Oxford Handbook of State and Local
Government covers the main areas of study in subnational politics by exploring the central
contributions to the comparative study of institutions, behaviour, and policy in the American context.
  california government and politics today: The Values Campaign? John C. Green, Mark J.
Rozell, Clyde Wilcox, 2006-08-17 The Christian Right never ceases to surprise professional observers
of American politics. With the Christian coalition in disarray, many expected that the movement
would play less of a role in the 2004 elections. But when exit polls reported that moral values were
the most commonly cited reason for presidential vote choice, pundits immediately proclaimed the
importance of the values vote. Yet the role of the Christian Right, of statewide referenda on
same-sex marriage, and of religious mobilization remained the subject of debate. The Values
Campaign? The Christian Right and the 2004 Elections reaches well beyond the instant analyses of
the post-election period to provide an assessment of the role of the religious right in 2004. The
contributors to this volume are among the leading scholars of religion and politics in the United
States, and many have contributed for over a decade to ongoing discussions of the role played by the



religious right in national elections. The authors consider national mobilization and issues, and also
explore the role of the Christian Right in specific states. Their evaluations contend that the values
campaign was not an aberration but a consistent pattern of national politics, and that moral
traditionalism will likely continue to be a significant factor in future elections. A timely study of the
2004 elections, this volume will appeal to scholars and observers of electoral politics, state politics,
and religion and politics.
  california government and politics today: California Politics Renee B. Van Vechten,
2021-01-04 Help students to understand how California′s political system works with this concise
text, thoroughly revised for the Sixth Edition. Author Renée Van Vechten presses students to think
about how history, political culture, rules, and institutions conspire to shape politics today, and how
they will determine the state of affairs tomorrow. From the structure of the state′s government to its
local representatives, policies, and voter participation, California Politics: A Primer provides the
concepts and details students need. Instructors! The Instructor Resource Site gives you access to all
of the resources included with this text.
  california government and politics today: The Statesman's Yearbook 2024 Palgrave
Macmillan, 2024-01-03 Now in its 160th edition, The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the
reference work of choice for accurate and reliable information on every country in the world.
Covering political, economic, social and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for
subscribing institutions.
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See California Vacation Travel Guide | Photos, Cities, Beaches, See California travel guide for
vacations in California with maps, photos, things to do, hotels, theme parks, reservations
California - U.S. National Park Service The California National Historic Trail is over 5,000 miles
long and covers portions of 10 states. Step into history along more than 1,000 miles of ruts and
traces from travelers and their
California Population 2025 California is a state in the Pacific region of the United States, known
for the Pacific coastline, Sierra Nevada range, and diverse ecosystems. It has a population of
39,663,800, making it the
California Maps & Facts - World Atlas   The State of California is located in the western (Pacific)
region of the United States. California is bordered by the state of Oregon in the north, by Nevada
and Arizona in the
Your 2025 California Bucket List: 19 Top Destinations   Embark on an adventure with our
guide to California's best places to visit. Experience stunning national parks, vibrant cities and
serene beaches
25 Best Places to Visit in California - Travel   These are the best places to visit in California,
from iconic attractions and national parks to beach towns. Explore wine country, redwood groves,
and more
CalMatters - California Politics, Policy, and Political News What goes into our reporting on
California’s biggest issues – how investigative stories come together, what challenges journalists
face, CalMatters’ latest plans and more
Politics - CalMatters   We keep you informed about how decisions made by California politicians
and officials shape your lives, and about the forces and players that influence those decisions
Capitol - CalMatters News and analysis about California government and politics in the state
Capitol
Opinion | Why California's top issues will not be resolved in 2024 As California enters 2024,
key policy issues remain unresolved, and an immense budget deficit will make dealing with them
more difficult
5 things to watch as California's Legislature starts - CalMatters   With the election and the
holidays behind them, the California Legislature returns to Sacramento today to kick off a new
session in earnest. It will be several more months before
California state government primer: What happened in 2021   CalMatters’ 2021-2022 Primer
about California state government — the policies and politics — is a compilation of what our
reporters learned
California conservatives fight back - CalMatters   In classrooms, libraries and city councils,
conservatives are pushing back against California’s progressive politics and policies. Catch up on
stories that explain what’s happening
California governor’s race: Another Democrat enters the race   Former state lawmaker Ian



Calderon is joining the crowded 2026 race for California governor, he announced Tuesday. The
Whittier Democrat is framing his candidacy
How California government works: Your updated primer- CalMatters   And once again this
year, they have created an updated primer on how California state government works and what it’s
been up to in the past year. One of the things we saw in
Can a Republican win the California governor's race in 2026?   After more than a decade being
exiled from the governor’s office in California, Republicans are eyeing growing voter frustration with
the dominant liberal politics of the state
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