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bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great
american opioid epidemic of the 21st century began — it’s a phrase that
encapsulates more than just a catchy headline. It reflects a grim reality
where individual decisions, societal pressures, and systemic failures
intersect to create harrowing tales of addiction and survival. Fort Myers,
Florida, emerged as an unexpected flashpoint in the sprawling narrative of
America’s opioid crisis, a place where the heroin scene grew rapidly amid
economic hardship and easy access to painkillers. To understand this local
epidemic is to glimpse the roots of a nationwide catastrophe that has shaped
the 21st century.

The Origins of the American Opioid Epidemic

The story of the opioid epidemic begins not with heroin, but with
prescription painkillers. In the late 1990s and early 2000s, pharmaceutical
companies aggressively marketed opioids like OxyContin as safe and non-
addictive solutions for chronic pain. Doctors, armed with these assurances,
prescribed opioids liberally, leading to widespread use and, eventually,
misuse.

The Role of Prescription Practices

Many patients who initially took opioids for legitimate medical reasons found
themselves dependent on the drugs. When prescriptions ran out or became
harder to obtain due to regulatory crackdowns, some turned to cheaper, more
accessible alternatives—namely heroin. The transition was often fueled by the
fact that heroin provided a similar euphoric effect but at a fraction of the
cost.

Economic and Social Factors

Places like Fort Myers, with pockets of economic decline, unemployment, and
limited social services, became breeding grounds for addiction. The lack of
opportunity coupled with the availability of opioids created a perfect storm.
These bad choices—whether by individuals seeking relief or escape, or by
systems failing to prevent abuse—set the stage for the heroin scene to
explode.



Fort Myers: A Microcosm of a National Crisis

Fort Myers, once known primarily as a retirement and tourist destination,
gradually transformed into a notorious hub for heroin distribution and use.
The city’s heroin scene is a vivid example of how the opioid epidemic took
root and flourished in unexpected places.

The Rise of Heroin in Fort Myers

As prescription opioids became harder to obtain, many addicts in Fort Myers
turned to heroin, which flooded the streets thanks to drug trafficking
networks. The cheap price and potent high made it a dangerous substitute.
Emergency rooms saw a surge in overdoses, and law enforcement struggled to
keep pace with the growing market.

The Impact on the Community

The heroin epidemic tore at the fabric of Fort Myers. Families were
disrupted, crime rates increased, and public health resources were stretched
thin. Local organizations and recovery programs worked tirelessly to offer
support, but the sheer scale of addiction presented daunting challenges.

Bad Choices Make Good Stories: Personal
Narratives from the Frontlines

While statistics and policy discussions are important, the human stories
behind the epidemic offer profound insight. Many individuals caught in Fort
Myers’ heroin scene recount how a series of bad choices—some shaped by
external circumstances, others by personal struggles—led them down a dark
path.

From Prescription to Addiction

One common narrative involves individuals who began using opioids for pain
management after injuries or surgeries. What started as a legitimate medical
treatment spiraled into dependency. Stories of lost jobs, broken
relationships, and brushes with the law are frequent themes.

Struggles for Recovery

Despite the bleakness, many narratives also highlight resilience and hope.
Recovery journeys in Fort Myers often involve community support groups,
medication-assisted treatment, and efforts to rebuild lives. These stories
remind us that while bad choices may make compelling stories, they don’t have
to define someone’s entire life.



How the Epidemic Spread Across America

Fort Myers is just one chapter in a much larger story. The opioid epidemic’s
spread reflects broader national trends that have reshaped American society.

From Rural Towns to Big Cities

The epidemic’s reach extended from small towns to urban centers, crossing
demographic and geographic boundaries. A mix of overprescribing, economic
distress, and drug trafficking ensured that no community was immune.

The Shift from Prescription Opioids to Heroin and
Fentanyl

As law enforcement cracked down on prescription opioids, heroin use surged.
More recently, synthetic opioids like fentanyl have exacerbated the crisis
due to their extreme potency and high overdose risk.

Addressing the Crisis: Lessons from Fort Myers
and Beyond

Understanding how bad choices make good stories in places like Fort Myers is
crucial for crafting effective responses to the opioid epidemic.

Improving Prescription Practices

Healthcare providers are now more cautious with opioid prescriptions,
emphasizing alternative pain management strategies and patient education to
prevent new cases of addiction.

Expanding Access to Treatment

Medications such as buprenorphine and methadone, alongside counseling and
support services, are vital tools in combating opioid dependence. Fort Myers
and other communities have increased efforts to make these treatments
accessible.

Community Engagement and Prevention

Prevention programs targeting youth, economic development initiatives, and
public awareness campaigns help address some root causes that lead to
substance abuse.



Looking Forward: The Continuing Story

The heroin scene in Fort Myers and the broader opioid epidemic remind us that
complex social issues rarely have simple causes or solutions. While bad
choices often make good stories, these narratives also carry lessons about
empathy, systemic reform, and the power of community support.

As America continues to grapple with opioid addiction, the experiences of
Fort Myers serve as both a cautionary tale and a source of hope—highlighting
the importance of understanding the past to build a healthier future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Bad Choices Make Good
Stories: The Heroin Scene in Fort Myers' documentary?

The documentary explores the rise of heroin use in Fort Myers, Florida,
highlighting personal stories and the social impact of addiction as a
reflection of the larger opioid epidemic in America.

How did the heroin scene in Fort Myers contribute to
the Great American opioid epidemic?

Fort Myers became a hotspot for heroin distribution and usage due to economic
decline and prescription opioid restrictions, which led many addicted
individuals to switch to cheaper and more accessible heroin, fueling the
broader opioid crisis.

What factors led to the beginning of the Great
American opioid epidemic in the 21st century?

The epidemic started with the over-prescription of opioid painkillers,
aggressive marketing by pharmaceutical companies, lack of regulation, and
inadequate addiction treatment resources, eventually causing widespread
addiction and a shift to heroin and synthetic opioids.

How does 'Bad Choices Make Good Stories' portray the
personal impact of heroin addiction?

The film shares raw and intimate stories of individuals struggling with
addiction, illustrating the emotional, physical, and social toll heroin use
takes on users and their families in Fort Myers.

What role did prescription opioids play in the
transition to heroin use in Fort Myers?

As prescription opioids became harder to obtain and more expensive due to
regulatory crackdowns, many addicts turned to heroin as a cheaper and more
accessible alternative, exacerbating the local heroin epidemic.



What solutions or interventions are suggested to
address the opioid epidemic as highlighted by the
Fort Myers heroin scene?

The documentary suggests a combination of increased access to addiction
treatment, harm reduction strategies, education, policy reform, and community
support to effectively combat opioid addiction and prevent further spread.

Additional Resources
**Bad Choices Make Good Stories: The Heroin Scene in Fort Myers and How the
Great American Opioid Epidemic of the 21st Century Began**

bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great
american opioid epidemic of the 21st century began. This phrase encapsulates
a troubling narrative of addiction and societal breakdown that unfolded in
unexpected places like Fort Myers, Florida, becoming a microcosm of a larger
national crisis. The heroin scene in Fort Myers, once a relatively obscure
coastal city, has become emblematic of the devastating impact of the opioid
epidemic that has gripped the United States. To understand how this epidemic
took root and evolved, it is essential to examine the socio-economic factors,
pharmaceutical practices, and community responses that shaped its trajectory.

The Genesis of the Opioid Epidemic: A National
Context

The American opioid epidemic is often traced back to the late 1990s and early
2000s, when pharmaceutical companies aggressively marketed prescription
opioids as safe and non-addictive solutions for chronic pain. Drugs like
OxyContin flooded the market, leading to widespread misuse. This wave of
prescription opioid addiction eventually paved the way for increased heroin
use, as heroin was cheaper and more accessible for many addicted individuals.

Fort Myers, situated in Lee County, became a notable hotspot in this
transition. As prescription opioids became harder to obtain due to tighter
regulations, many users turned to heroin, marking a dangerous shift in drug
consumption patterns. This shift was not unique to Fort Myers but mirrored
trends across many American cities and rural areas, highlighting the
epidemic’s pervasive reach.

The Heroin Scene in Fort Myers: Characteristics and
Impact

The heroin scene in Fort Myers reveals the complex interplay of economic
distress, drug trafficking routes, and public health challenges. By the
mid-2010s, Fort Myers had seen a sharp increase in heroin-related overdoses
and law enforcement seizures. According to local health officials, the
availability of cheap, potent heroin, often cut with dangerous additives like
fentanyl, exacerbated the crisis.

Key characteristics of the Fort Myers heroin scene include:



Demographic Shifts: Initially, heroin use was often associated with
marginalized populations, but the epidemic expanded into middle-class
suburbs, reflecting a broader demographic affected by opioid addiction.

Drug Trafficking Networks: Fort Myers’ geographic location made it a
strategic point for drug trafficking from Latin America, enabling a
steady supply of heroin and synthetic opioids.

Community and Healthcare Strain: Local hospitals and emergency
responders experienced increasing burdens, with overdose-related
admissions skyrocketing.

The tragic consequences of these factors are reflected in the rising
mortality rates attributed to opioid overdoses in Lee County, mirroring
national statistics that show over 100,000 drug overdose deaths annually in
recent years.

How Bad Choices Make Good Stories: The Human
Element Behind the Epidemic

The phrase “bad choices make good stories” captures the human dimension of
addiction—a cycle of decisions influenced by trauma, social environment, and
limited access to support. While the media often sensationalizes the heroin
scene in places like Fort Myers, the lived experiences of individuals reveal
a more nuanced reality.

Many users started their journey with legally prescribed opioids for injury
or surgery, unaware of the addictive potential. Subsequent “bad choices” to
use heroin were often driven by desperation rather than recklessness. These
personal stories, while cautionary, provide critical insights into how
addiction can entangle anyone, regardless of background.

Socioeconomic Factors and Their Role in Fort Myers’
Epidemic

Fort Myers, like many American cities affected by the opioid crisis, suffers
from pockets of economic hardship. High unemployment rates, poverty, and lack
of access to quality healthcare create fertile ground for substance abuse.

Economic Disparity: Areas with limited job opportunities often
experience higher addiction rates, as residents struggle with stress and
hopelessness.

Healthcare Gaps: Insufficient addiction treatment facilities and mental
health services leave many without proper support.

Social Isolation: Fragmented communities and weakened social networks
exacerbate vulnerability to substance abuse.



These factors underscore that addiction is not merely a personal failure but
a systemic issue requiring comprehensive solutions.

The Role of Policy and Public Health
Initiatives in Addressing the Crisis

Efforts to combat the opioid epidemic in Fort Myers reflect broader national
strategies aimed at reducing addiction and overdose deaths. These include:

Prescription Monitoring and Regulation

Enhanced prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMPs) have helped reduce the
over-prescription of opioids, making it harder for users to obtain drugs
legally and encouraging safer prescribing practices.

Expanding Access to Treatment

Medication-assisted treatment (MAT) using drugs like buprenorphine and
methadone has become a cornerstone of addiction treatment. Fort Myers has
seen increased efforts to expand treatment slots and integrate services into
community health centers.

Harm Reduction Tactics

The distribution of naloxone, an opioid overdose reversal drug, has saved
countless lives. Needle exchange programs and educational campaigns aim to
reduce the spread of infectious diseases and raise awareness about addiction
risks.

Community Engagement and Education

Local organizations and advocacy groups in Fort Myers work to destigmatize
addiction and provide support networks for recovery, emphasizing prevention
through education and outreach.

Looking Forward: Lessons from Fort Myers and
the National Epidemic

The heroin scene in Fort Myers serves as a stark reminder of how intertwined
public health, economic conditions, and policy decisions are in shaping drug
epidemics. The great American opioid epidemic of the 21st century began with
a blend of corporate irresponsibility, regulatory oversights, and social
vulnerabilities.

Understanding that “bad choices make good stories” is only part of the



equation; these stories also highlight the urgent need for empathy and
systemic reform. Fort Myers’ experience underscores that addressing opioid
addiction requires a multi-faceted approach—one that balances law enforcement
with compassionate healthcare, community support, and preventive education.

As the epidemic evolves, new challenges like synthetic opioids and
polysubstance abuse complicate efforts. However, the lessons gleaned from
Fort Myers and similar communities continue to inform more effective
strategies, aiming to transform tragic narratives into hopeful ones.

Bad Choices Make Good Stories The Heroin Scene In Fort
Myers How The Great American Opioid Epidemic Of The 21st
Century Began

  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories Oliver Markus
Malloy, 2018-01-18 A raw, uncensored and brutally honest glimpse into the crazy lives of drug
addicts. Shocking, heart-breaking and mesmerizing. Once you start reading, you won't be able to
stop. Oliver moves from New York to Florida. Battling with depression, he gets sucked into the seedy
underworld of Fort Myers, where he encounters a number of female drug addicts. He empathizes
with them because of his own traumatic past. Oliver feels compelled to try to help them escape the
addict lifestyle, but he soon finds out that he is in way over his head.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories Oliver Markus
Malloy, 2018-03-14 The strange true story of a writer who falls in love with one of his readers and
meets his future wife on Goodreads.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories 2 - the Heroin Scene
in Fort Myers Oliver Markus Malloy, 2018-03-28 A raw, uncensored and brutally honest glimpse into
the crazy lives of drug addicts. Shocking, heart-breaking and mesmerizing. Once you start reading,
you won't be able to stop.Oliver moves from New York to Florida. Battling with depression, he gets
sucked into the seedy underworld of Fort Myers, where he encounters a number of female drug
addicts. He empathizes with them because of his own traumatic past. Oliver feels compelled to try to
help them escape the addict lifestyle, but he soon finds out that he is in way over his head.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories Oliver Markus
Malloy, 2019-05-22 A darkly funny coming-of-age novel based on true events. Oliver, a teenage
hacker living in Germany, meets Donna online. She's an American girl living in New York. After
chatting and talking on the phone for months, he finally decides to surprise her with a visit. But he
soon finds out that things are not what they appeared to be, and that this visit will change his life
forever.--Back cover.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories Oliver Markus
Malloy, 2017-07-14 The strange true story of the first influencer Oliver, a hacker living in Germany,
meets Donna online. She's an American girl living in New York. After chatting and talking on the
phone for months, he finally decides to surprise her with a visit. But he soon finds out that things are
not what they appeared to be, and that this visit will change his life forever. “Nobody has ever killed
themselves over a broken arm. But every day, thousands of people kill themselves because of a

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/bad-choices-make-good-stories-the-heroin-scene-in-fort-myers-how-the-great-american-opioid-epidemic-of-the-21st-century-began.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/bad-choices-make-good-stories-the-heroin-scene-in-fort-myers-how-the-great-american-opioid-epidemic-of-the-21st-century-began.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/bad-choices-make-good-stories-the-heroin-scene-in-fort-myers-how-the-great-american-opioid-epidemic-of-the-21st-century-began.pdf


broken heart. Why? Because emotional pain hurts much worse than physical pain.” -Oliver Markus
Malloy, Bad Choices Make Good Stories “Don't ever think you're better than a drug addict, because
your brain works the same as theirs. You have the same circuits. And drugs would affect your brain
in the same way it affects theirs. The same thought process that makes them screw up over and over
again would make you screw up over and over as well, if you were in their shoes. You probably
already are doing it, just not with heroin or crack, but with food or cigarettes, or something else you
shouldn't be doing.” -Oliver Markus Malloy, Bad Choices Make Good Stories A must read. One of
those rare books that sucks you in from the first to the last page. ★★★★★ - Amazon Review (Alternate
cover edition)
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories Oliver Markus
Malloy, 2017-10-18 A shocking glimpse into the crazy lives of drug addicted prostitutes. You'll never
look at heroin addicts the same way again. In this darkly funny coming-of-age novel based on true
events, Oliver, a teenage hacker living in Germany, meets Donna online. She's an American girl
living in New York. After chatting and talking on the phone for months, he finally decides to surprise
her with a visit. But he soon finds out that things are not what they appeared to be, and that this
visit will change his life forever. This generation's version of Catcher in the Rye. I kid you not. It's
that good. ★★★★★ - Ray Simmons, Readers' Favorite
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories 3 - Finding
Happiness in Los Angeles Oliver Markus Malloy, 2018-03-28 The strange true story of a writer who
falls in love with one of his readers and meets his future wife on Goodreads. Dear Reader,You're a
little late to the party. Where the hell have you been? This is already the third and final part of the
trilogy, and you're only joining us now? Tsk tsk tsk.Let me get you up to speed on what you've
missed so far:In book one, Going to New York, you missed the utterly fascinating, nay spellbinding
saga of me growing up in Germany and later emigrating to New York. I was a brooding, troubled
teenage hacker. Wow! Good stuff! It's almost like my life was the perfect kind of crazy to make a
really awesome book!Anyway, being a teenage hacker came in handy later in life. I went from rags
to riches thanks to my keen understanding of technology and how to use the web to my advantage.In
New York I was married to Donna, a girl I had met online. She was an agoraphobic, prone to temper
tantrums. And fun was had by all, which led to a divorce 16 years later. That's where the story gets
really interesting.I began dating. It didn't go well. I was no good at it. OK, truth be told, I was really
bad at it. Apparently I had terrible taste in women. A heroin-addicted hooker named Alice broke my
heart and robbed me of my will to live. Doesn't sound very fun, does it? But it's a fun read, I promise.
Dark, but fun. Mesmerizing even!Brokenhearted, I moved from New York to Florida. That's where
the first book ends.The second book you missed (I'm not mad at you. I'm just disappointed.) is called
The Heroin Scene in Fort Myers, which is a very fitting title, believe you me.Sometimes I'm a slow
learner, so I dated my way through the heroin scene in Florida, and I couldn't figure out for years
why I wasn't finding any wife material. But oh how I tried. And tried. In all the wrong places. Pretty
sad. I'm not proud of it.After years of sad pathetic sex with heroin addicts I was a wreck. My younger
self wouldn't have even recognized me. Lucy
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: The Heroin Scene in Fort Myers Oliver Markus
Malloy, 2017-09-09 America has a heroin problem. Oliver moves from New York to Florida. Battling
with depression, he gets sucked into the seedy underworld of Fort Myers, where he encounters a
number of female drug addicts. He empathizes with them because of his own traumatic past. Oliver
feels compelled to try to help them escape the addict lifestyle, but learns the hard way that he is in
way over his head. A truly fascinating and unexpected look at the darker side of addiction. ★★★★★ - A.
Allyson, Goodreads
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: American Overdose Chris McGreal, 2018-11-13 A



comprehensive portrait of a uniquely American epidemic -- devastating in its findings and damning
in its conclusions The opioid epidemic has been described as one of the greatest mistakes of modern
medicine. But calling it a mistake is a generous rewriting of the history of greed, corruption, and
indifference that pushed the US into consuming more than 80 percent of the world's opioid
painkillers. Journeying through lives and communities wrecked by the epidemic, Chris McGreal
reveals not only how Big Pharma hooked Americans on powerfully addictive drugs, but the
corrupting of medicine and public institutions that let the opioid makers get away with it. The
starting point for McGreal's deeply reported investigation is the miners promised that opioid
painkillers would restore their wrecked bodies, but who became targets of drug dealers in white
coats. A few heroic physicians warned of impending disaster. But American Overdose exposes the
powerful forces they were up against, including the pharmaceutical industry's coopting of the Food
and Drug Administration and Congress in the drive to push painkillers -- resulting in the resurgence
of heroin cartels in the American heartland. McGreal tells the story, in terms both broad and
intimate, of people hit by a catastrophe they never saw coming. Years in the making, its ruinous
consequences will stretch years into the future.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Bad Choices Make Good Stories Malloy Oliver
Markus (author), 1901
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Rhetoric of the Opioid Epidemic Tiara K. Good,
2021-11-05 Rhetoric of the Opioid Epidemic demonstrates that framing the epidemic as a medical
issue instead of an effect of moral failing holds more potential for solving the epidemic through
medical treatment and reconnecting sufferers back to society. This rhetorical move separates the
opioid epidemic from the criminal and immoral frames that were cast upon the crack epidemic and
initial framing of the AIDS epidemic. Popular culture and governmental response case studies
include: President Trump’s March 19, 2018 address to the nation, ODMAP produced by the
Washington/Baltimore High Intensity Drug Trafficking in January 2017, news stories from national
sources dating from 2015 to 2020 about the chronic pain management debate, two documentaries,
Heroin(e) (2017) and One Nation Under Stress: Deaths of Despair in the United States (2019), and
Ben is Back (2018).
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: American Epidemic John McMillian, 2019-10-22 A
first-of-its kind collection of the most vivid reporting about the most lethal addiction crisis ever Just a
few years ago, the opioid crisis could be referred to as a silent epidemic, but it is no longer possible
to argue that the scourge of opiate addiction being overlooked. This is in large part thanks to the
extraordinary writings featured in this volume, which includes some of the most impactful reporting
in the United States in recent years addressing the opiate addiction crisis. American Epidemic
collects, for the first time, the key works of reportage and analysis that provide the best picture
available of the origins, consequences, and human calamity associated with the epidemic. Spirited,
informed, and eloquently written, American Epidemic will serve as an essential introduction for
anyone seeking insight into the deadliest drug crisis in American history.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Dopesick Beth Macy, 2018-08-07 Journalist Beth
Macy's definitive account of America's opioid epidemic masterfully interlaces stories of communities
in crisis with dark histories of corporate greed and regulatory indifference (New York Times) -- from
the boardroom to the courtroom and into the living rooms of Americans. In this extraordinary work,
Beth Macy takes us into the epicenter of a national drama that has unfolded over two decades. From
the labs and marketing departments of big pharma to local doctor's offices; wealthy suburbs to
distressed small communities in Central Appalachia; from distant cities to once-idyllic farm towns;
the spread of opioid addiction follows a tortuous trajectory that illustrates how this crisis has
persisted for so long and become so firmly entrenched. Beginning with a single dealer who lands in a



small Virginia town and sets about turning high school football stars into heroin overdose statistics,
Macy sets out to answer a grieving mother's question-why her only son died-and comes away with a
gripping, unputdownable story of greed and need. From the introduction of OxyContin in 1996,
Macy investigates the powerful forces that led America's doctors and patients to embrace a medical
culture where overtreatment with painkillers became the norm. In some of the same communities
featured in her bestselling book Factory Man, the unemployed use painkillers both to numb the pain
of joblessness and pay their bills, while privileged teens trade pills in cul-de-sacs, and even high
school standouts fall prey to prostitution, jail, and death. Through unsparing, compelling, and
unforgettably humane portraits of families and first responders determined to ameliorate this
epidemic, each facet of the crisis comes into focus. In these politically fragmented times, Beth Macy
shows that one thing uniting Americans across geographic, partisan, and class lines is opioid drug
abuse. But even in the midst of twin crises in drug abuse and healthcare, Macy finds reason to hope
and ample signs of the spirit and tenacity that are helping the countless ordinary people ensnared by
addiction build a better future for themselves, their families, and their communities. An impressive
feat of journalism, monumental in scope and urgent in its implications. -- Jennifer Latson, The Boston
Globe
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Pain Killer Barry Meier, 2018-05-29 A Pulitzer
Prize–winning New York Times reporter exposes the roots of the opioid epidemic at the hands of
Purdue Pharma and Raymond and Mortimer Sackler in Pain Killer, a “timely, compelling, important”
(The Seattle Times) story of corporate greed and government negligence. “Groundbreaking . . . Pain
Killer is the shocking account of the origins of today’s opioid epidemic, the creators of this plague,
and the way to help stop it.”—Sam Quinones, author of Dreamland: The True Tale of America’s
Opiate Epidemic Between 1999 and 2017, an estimated 250,000 Americans died from overdoses
involving prescription painkillers, a plague ignited by Purdue Pharma’s aggressive marketing of
OxyContin. Families, working class and wealthy, have been torn apart, businesses destroyed, and
public officials pushed to the brink. Meanwhile, the drugmaker’s owners, Raymond and Mortimer
Sackler, whose names adorn museums worldwide, made enormous fortunes from the commercial
success of OxyContin. In Pain Killer, Barry Meier tells the story of how Purdue turned OxyContin
into a billion-dollar blockbuster. Powerful narcotic painkillers, or opioids, were once used as drugs of
last resort for pain sufferers. But Purdue launched an unprecedented marketing campaign claiming
that the drug’s long-acting formulation made it safer to use than traditional painkillers for many
types of pain. That illusion was quickly shattered as drug abusers learned that crushing an Oxy could
release its narcotic payload all at once. Even in its prescribed form, Oxy proved fiercely addictive. As
OxyContin’s use and abuse grew, Purdue concealed what it knew from regulators, doctors, and
patients. Here are the people who profited from the crisis and those who paid the price, those who
plotted in boardrooms and those who tried to sound alarm bells. A country doctor in rural Virginia,
Art Van Zee, took on Purdue and warned officials about OxyContin abuse. An ebullient high school
cheerleader, Lindsey Myers, was reduced to stealing from her parents to feed her escalating Oxy
habit. A hard-charging DEA official, Laura Nagel, tried to hold Purdue executives to account. In this
updated edition of Pain Killer, Barry Meier breaks new ground in his decades-long investigation into
the opioid epidemic. He takes readers inside Purdue to show how long the company withheld
information about the abuse of OxyContin and gives a shocking account of the Justice Department’s
failure to alter the trajectory of the opioid epidemic and protect thousands of lives. Equal parts
crime thriller, medical detective story, and business exposé, Pain Killer is a hard-hitting look at how
a supposed wonder drug became the gateway drug to a national tragedy.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: The Least of Us Sam Quinones, 2021
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: Do No Harm Harry Wiland, Lewis Nelson, M.D.,
Andrew Kolodny, M.D., Peter Segall, 2020-02-25 Based on the NPT three-part mini series, Do No



Harm: The Opioid Epidemic follows author and director, Harry Wiland as he works to unearth the
history and truth behind America’s rampant opioid crisis, and investigates how this crisis ballooned
into an epidemic fueled by Big Pharma’s ploys, the medical community’s obliviousness, and
policymakers lack of oversight. The Opioid Epidemic is the worst man-made drug epidemic in the
history of our nation. More people die each year from an opioid drug overdose than in automobile
accidents. The statistics are staggering. Do No Harm spotlights experts, journalists, and public
health crusaders who are combating the special interests of Big Pharma and informing the world on
how an aggressive pharmaceutical mass marketing campaign for the new drug OxyContin misled
doctors and the public into our current crisis of death and addiction. Wiland highlights the stories of
those hit hardest by prescription opioid addiction and overdose death, and sheds light on how whole
communities have been ravaged by the spread of addiction. Despite regional health experts, local
government, law enforcement, journalists, and the DEA’s efforts to combat the epidemic, people
continue to die at an alarming rate from prescription drug overdoses. The chapters of this book
chronicle this opioid epidemic in all its complexity from many perspectives including the plight of the
millions of Americans who suffer from opioid addiction. People, young and old on the rocky road to
recovery, tell their harrowing stories, current victories, and on-going struggles with the disease.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: A Time-Release History of the Opioid Epidemic J.N.
Campbell, Steven M. Rooney, 2018-06-09 This Brief takes the reader on a chemical journey by
following the history for over two centuries of how an opiate became an opioid, thus spawning an
empire and a series of crises. These imperfect resemblances of alkaloids are both natural and
synthetic substances that, particularly in America, are continually part of a growing concern about
overuse. This seemed an inviting prospect for those in pain, but as the ubiquitous media coverage
continues to lay bare, the levels of abuse point to the fact that perhaps an epidemic is upon us, if not
a culture war. Seeking answers to how and why this addiction crisis transpired over two hundred
years of long development, this Brief examines the role that the chemistry laboratory played in
turning patients into consumers. By utilizing a host of diverse sources, this Brief seeks to trace the
design and the production of opioids and their antecedents over the past two centuries. From the
isolation and development of the first alkaloids with morphine that relieved pain within the home
and on the battlefield, to the widespread use of nostrums and the addiction crisis that ensued, to the
dissemination of drugs by what became known as Big Pharma after the World Wars; and finally, to
competition from home-made pharmaceuticals, the progenitor was always, in some form, a type of
chemistry lab. At times, the laboratory pressed science to think deeply about society's maladies,
such as curing disease and alleviating pain, in order to look for new opportunities in the name of
progress. Despite the best intentions opioids have created a paradox of pain as they were
manipulated by creating relief with synthetic precision and influencing a dystopian vision. Thus,
influence came in many forms, from governments, from the medical community, and from the
entrepreneurial aspirations of the general populace. For better, but mostly for worse, all played a
role in changing forever the trajectory of what started with the isolation of a compound in Germany.
Combining chemistry and history in a rousing new long-form narrative that even broadens the
definition of a laboratory, the origins and future of this complicated topic are carefully examined.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: The Opioid Epidemic and the Addiction Crisis Elliott
Smith, 2021-08-01 The US has seen an alarming rise in the numbers of people addicted to and
overdosing on opioid drugs, including oxycodone, codeine, fentanyl, and heroin. Learn about history
of the opioid crisis, the science behind addiction, and how people help those in danger. Read
WokeTM Books are created in partnership with Cicely Lewis, the Read Woke librarian. Inspired by a
belief that knowledge is power, Read Woke Books seek to amplify the voices of people of the global
majority (people who are of African, Arab, Asian, and Latin American descent and identify as not
white), provide information about groups that have been disenfranchised, share perspectives of
people who have been underrepresented or oppressed, challenge social norms and disrupt the status



quo, and encourage readers to take action in their community.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: The Opioid Crisis Sabine Cherenfant, 2019-07-15
Opioids are pain relievers that include legal drugs like morphine, fentanyl, and oxycodone and illegal
drugs like heroin. In 2017, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services declared the opioid
epidemic a public health crisis after 42,249 people in the United States died of opioid overdoses in
2016. Opioid prescription has been on the rise since the 1990s, when pharmaceutical companies
asserted that the pain relievers were not addictive, though the tragic consequences have proven
otherwise. This volume explores the history of the opioid crisis and solutions that have been
proposed to fight this increasingly deadly epidemic.
  bad choices make good stories the heroin scene in fort myers how the great american
opioid epidemic of the 21st century began: The Opioid Epidemic Yngvild Olsen, Joshua M.
Sharfstein, 2019 The opioid epidemic is responsible for longest sustained decline in U.S. life
expectancy since the time of World War I and the Great Influenza. In 2017, nearly 50,000 Americans
died from an opioid overdose - with an estimated 2 million more living with opioid addiction every
day. The Opioid Epidemic: What Everyone Needs to Know(R) is an accessible, nonpartisan overview
of the causes, politics, and treatments tied to the most devastating health crisis of our time. Its
comprehensive approach and Q&A format offer readers a practical path to understanding the
epidemic from all sides: the basic science of opioids; the nature of addiction; the underlying reasons
for the opioid epidemic; effective approaches to helping individuals, families, communities, and
national policy; and common myths related to opioid addiction. Written by two expert physicians and
enriched with stories from their experiences in the crosshairs of this epidemic, this book is a critical
resource for any general reader -- and for the individuals and families fighting this fight in their own
lives.
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