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African Birthing Chair History: A Journey Through Tradition and Innovation

african birthing chair history is a fascinating subject that reveals the deep connection between
culture, childbirth, and community in many African societies. Unlike the conventional Western
approach to labor and delivery, which often involves lying down on a hospital bed, the African
birthing chair has a rich history rooted in tradition, ergonomics, and maternal comfort. Exploring
this history not only sheds light on ancient birthing practices but also offers valuable insights into
how childbirth support has evolved—and how some ancient wisdom is still relevant today.

The Origins of the African Birthing Chair

The African birthing chair is believed to have been used for centuries, long before modern obstetrics
became widespread. These chairs were typically crafted from wood, sometimes elaborately carved,
and designed to support a woman in a semi-sitting or squatting position during labor. This posture
was preferred because it uses gravity to aid the birthing process, potentially reducing labor time and
easing delivery.

In many African communities, childbirth was—and in some areas still is—a communal event,
overseen by experienced midwives or elder women. The birthing chair was more than just a seat; it
was a symbol of support, strength, and cultural identity. It represented a practical tool that aligned
with the natural physiology of childbirth and the collective wisdom passed down through
generations.

Why the Chair? Understanding the Design

The design of the African birthing chair is thoughtful and functional. Unlike a flat hospital bed where
the mother lies down, the chair typically has a backrest for support, armrests for stability, and
sometimes a hole or opening that allows the baby to be delivered directly downwards. This setup
facilitates a more upright birthing position, which has several benefits:

Gravity Assistance: Encourages the baby to move down the birth canal more naturally.

Pelvic Opening: The squatting or semi-sitting posture increases the pelvic outlet size.

Reduced Pressure: Helps lower back pain by providing better support.

Enhanced Mobility: Allows the mother to shift positions easily during labor.

This ergonomic design is a testament to the deep understanding of childbirth physiology present in
African cultures long before scientific validation.



Cultural Significance of the Birthing Chair in Africa

In many African societies, childbirth is not just a medical event but a significant cultural ritual. The
birthing chair often holds a respected place in this ritual, symbolizing the strength and resilience of
women. Its use is intertwined with traditional beliefs, ceremonies, and the involvement of the
community.

Rituals and Traditions Surrounding Childbirth

The use of the birthing chair often coincided with specific rituals meant to protect the mother and
child. These might include prayers, blessings, or the use of herbal medicines administered by
midwives. The chair itself could be carved with symbolic patterns believed to bring good fortune or
spiritual protection.

In some cultures, the chair was passed down through generations, becoming a family heirloom
imbued with stories and memories of births past. This connection to heritage reinforced a sense of
continuity and belonging, which could provide emotional comfort during the intense experience of
childbirth.

Modern Perspectives: The African Birthing Chair in
Contemporary Maternity Care

While many African women today give birth in hospitals or clinics, the principles embodied by the
birthing chair continue to influence maternal care, both in Africa and globally. Increasingly,
healthcare providers are recognizing the benefits of upright birthing positions and incorporating
birthing stools or chairs into their practices.

Reintroducing Traditional Wisdom in Hospitals

Modern obstetric research supports many of the benefits long observed with birthing chairs. Upright
positions during labor have been linked to shorter labor durations, reduced need for interventions
like forceps or cesarean sections, and less pain. Some hospitals have integrated birthing stools or
specially designed birthing chairs inspired by traditional African models to improve maternal
outcomes.

This blending of tradition and modernity highlights the importance of culturally sensitive care and
the value of revisiting ancient practices with fresh eyes. It also underscores the potential for African
birthing chair history to inform and enrich contemporary childbirth experiences.



Tips and Considerations for Using a Birthing Chair

For expectant mothers interested in exploring alternative birthing positions or incorporating a
birthing chair into their birth plan, here are some practical tips:

Discuss with Your Healthcare Provider: Always communicate your preferences and ensure
that your care team is supportive and knowledgeable about upright birthing options.

Practice Positions in Advance: Trying out sitting or squatting positions before labor can
help you get comfortable and understand what feels best.

Use Support Systems: Having a doula, midwife, or partner assist can provide physical and
emotional support while using the chair.

Consider Mobility: The ability to move and change positions during labor is important; a
birthing chair should not restrict this freedom.

These considerations help ensure that the birthing chair serves as a tool for empowerment rather
than discomfort.

Preserving African Birthing Chair History for Future
Generations

As global childbirth practices continue to evolve, preserving the history and cultural significance of
the African birthing chair remains essential. Efforts to document and celebrate this heritage can
help maintain traditional knowledge and inspire innovations in maternal care worldwide.

Museums, cultural centers, and midwifery organizations in Africa and beyond are increasingly
recognizing the value of these birthing chairs—not only as functional objects but as cultural artifacts
that tell a story about the resilience and wisdom of African women.

Exploring African birthing chair history invites us to appreciate the diverse ways in which humanity
has approached one of life’s most profound experiences. It reminds us that sometimes, looking back
can provide the best way forward.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the African birthing chair?
The African birthing chair has origins dating back thousands of years in various African cultures,
where it was traditionally used to provide support and comfort to women during childbirth.



How was the African birthing chair traditionally used during
labor?
Traditionally, the African birthing chair was used by women to sit in an upright or semi-reclined
position during labor, allowing gravity to assist with childbirth and providing easier access for
midwives.

What materials were commonly used to make African birthing
chairs historically?
Historically, African birthing chairs were often crafted from locally available materials such as wood,
woven reeds, or sturdy plant fibers, designed to be strong yet portable.

Why was the African birthing chair an important cultural
artifact?
The African birthing chair was important culturally as it symbolized community support for
motherhood and was often intricately carved or decorated, reflecting the artistry and traditions of
the specific ethnic group.

How does the design of the African birthing chair differ from
modern birthing furniture?
The African birthing chair typically features a simple, sturdy wooden frame with a seat that allows
an upright birthing position, contrasting with many modern hospital beds that are flat and adjustable
but may not encourage upright labor positions.

Has the use of African birthing chairs influenced modern
childbirth practices?
Yes, the use of African birthing chairs has influenced modern childbirth practices by inspiring the
consideration of upright positions during labor to facilitate natural delivery and reduce
complications.

Additional Resources
African Birthing Chair History: A Cultural and Functional Exploration

african birthing chair history traces back centuries, embodying a rich tapestry of cultural
tradition, maternal care, and practical innovation. Unlike many Western birthing practices that have
shifted toward hospital beds and high-tech delivery rooms, the African birthing chair represents an
enduring symbol of natural childbirth, community involvement, and ergonomic design tailored to
enhance the birthing experience. This article delves into the origins, cultural significance, design
evolution, and contemporary relevance of the African birthing chair, offering a comprehensive
review grounded in historical context and modern perspectives.



The Origins of the African Birthing Chair

The African birthing chair dates back to ancient times, with archaeological and anthropological
evidence suggesting its use in various African communities for thousands of years. These chairs
were not simply functional objects but were deeply embedded in the social and spiritual fabric of
childbirth rituals. In many African societies, childbirth was a communal event, and the birthing chair
provided a focal point where women, midwives, and family members could gather.

Traditionally, the birthing chair was designed to accommodate the physiological needs of laboring
women. Unlike the supine position favored in Western hospitals, the upright posture supported by
the chair facilitated gravity-assisted delivery, which can shorten labor and reduce complications. The
design featured a sturdy wooden frame with a wide base, a supportive backrest, and often an open
seat or a hole to allow for ease of delivery.

Cultural Significance and Social Context

In various African cultures, childbirth is more than a medical event; it is a rite of passage and a
communal celebration. The birthing chair was often handcrafted by skilled artisans, sometimes
imbued with symbolic carvings or decorations meant to invoke protection, strength, and fertility. The
presence of these chairs in homes or birthing huts reflected the reverence for motherhood and the
value placed on traditional midwifery.

Midwives, or traditional birth attendants, played a critical role in guiding expectant mothers through
labor using these chairs. Their expertise, combined with the ergonomic benefits of the chair,
contributed to relatively low maternal mortality rates in some indigenous African communities
before the widespread adoption of Western medical practices.

Design Features and Functional Advantages

The African birthing chair's design is both simple and highly effective, demonstrating an intuitive
understanding of maternal anatomy and birthing mechanics. Key features include:

Upright Positioning: Enables the mother to sit in a semi-squatting or fully seated posture,
which promotes pelvic opening and utilizes gravity to aid the descent of the baby.

Stability and Support: A wide base and sturdy legs prevent tipping, while armrests and back
support offer comfort and security during labor.

Open Seat Design: Many chairs include a central opening or removable seat section,
facilitating unhindered access for the midwife and easier delivery.

Portability: Lightweight and often foldable or easily moved, allowing use in various settings
from homes to outdoor birth spaces.



From a functional standpoint, these characteristics contribute to reduced labor duration, decreased
need for interventions such as forceps or cesarean sections, and enhanced maternal comfort.
Research comparing upright birthing positions with traditional supine deliveries has indicated
benefits such as improved fetal heart rate patterns and better uterine contractions, underscoring the
practical value of the African birthing chair design.

Comparison with Western Birthing Practices

In many Western countries, the evolution of obstetric care led to the predominance of hospital births
with women lying flat on their backs. This position, while convenient for medical staff, often works
against natural birthing mechanics, potentially slowing labor and increasing the risk of
complications like reduced blood flow or fetal distress.

Contrastingly, the African birthing chair aligns with global movements toward more natural birthing
practices. Modern birthing stools and upright chairs used in some Western birthing centers draw
inspiration from traditional African and indigenous designs. These chairs encourage mobility and
active participation by the laboring mother, reinforcing the notion that childbirth is a physiological
process rather than solely a medical event.

Contemporary Usage and Revival

In recent decades, there has been a renewed interest in traditional birthing methods, including the
use of birthing chairs, as part of a broader shift toward respectful maternity care and personalized
birth experiences. African birthing chairs continue to be used in rural and urban areas across the
continent, especially where access to hospital facilities is limited or where cultural practices are
strongly upheld.

Integration into Modern Healthcare

Some hospitals and birthing centers in Africa and beyond have begun integrating birthing chairs into
their delivery rooms to accommodate women who prefer upright birthing positions. This integration
represents a fusion of traditional wisdom and modern medical oversight, aiming to optimize
outcomes and honor cultural preferences.

Moreover, organizations focused on maternal health advocate for the increased availability of
birthing chairs as a low-cost, effective tool to improve childbirth experiences, particularly in low-
resource settings. The simplicity of the design means that birthing chairs can be locally produced,
supporting community economies and sustainability.

Challenges and Considerations

Despite their many benefits, the adoption of African birthing chairs faces some obstacles. Safety
concerns arise if the chairs are poorly constructed or used without skilled attendants. There may



also be cultural barriers where hospital protocols or prevailing medical opinions favor supine
delivery.

Education and training are essential to ensure that birthing chairs are used effectively. Midwives
and birth attendants must be knowledgeable about positioning, hygiene, and emergency procedures.
Additionally, sensitizing healthcare providers about the advantages of upright birthing can foster
greater acceptance.

Legacy and Influence Beyond Africa

The impact of the African birthing chair extends well beyond the continent. Its principles have
influenced birthing furniture designs worldwide. In the global movement toward humanized birth,
birthing stools, chairs, and even water birth setups reflect an understanding of the importance of
maternal positioning and comfort.

Furthermore, the African birthing chair serves as a cultural emblem reminding the medical
community of the value of traditional knowledge and the need to respect diverse birthing practices.
As maternity care continues to evolve, such historical devices provide critical insights into how
cultural heritage and medical science can coexist to support mothers and newborns.

Exploring the african birthing chair history reveals a narrative of innovation rooted in tradition,
underscoring how ancient practices can inform contemporary healthcare. This chair is more than a
piece of furniture; it embodies a holistic approach to childbirth that embraces physiological, social,
and cultural dimensions. Its continued relevance today highlights the enduring wisdom of African
maternal practices and their contribution to global maternal health discourse.

African Birthing Chair History

  african birthing chair history: Slavery and the Birth of an African City Kristin Mann,
2007-09-26 As the slave trade entered its last, illegal phase in the 19th century, the town of Lagos on
West Africa's Bight of Benin became one of the most important port cities north of the equator.
Slavery and the Birth of an African City explores the reasons for Lagos's sudden rise to power. By
linking the histories of international slave markets to those of the regional suppliers and slave
traders, Kristin Mann shows how the African slave trade forever altered the destiny of the tiny
kingdom of Lagos. This magisterial work uncovers the relationship between African slavery and the
growth of one of Africa's most vibrant cities.
  african birthing chair history: Museum Representations of Motherhood and the Maternal
Rebecca Louise-Clarke, 2023-11-27 Museum Representations of Motherhood and the Maternal is the
first book to address the underrepresentation of motherhood in museums. Questioning how
mothering and maternal experiences should be represented in museums, Louise-Clarke argues that
such institutions wield the power to influence what we think about families, mothers and the labour
of care. Using the term ‘mothering’ to encompass lived experiences of mothering or caring that are
not exclusively tied to sex, gender, or the maternal body, Louise-Clarke explores the ways that
experiences of mothering can be represented in museums. The book begins this exploration with
Australia’s Museums Victoria (MV), then expands to look at international cases. Offering a blueprint
for what Louise-Clarke calls a ‘museology of mothering’, the book imagines what a museum that

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-198/african-birthing-chair-history.pdf


articulates maternal subjectivities might look and sound like. Museum Representations of
Motherhood and the Maternal initiates a dialogue between museum studies and maternal studies,
making it essential reading for scholars and students working in both disciplines. Questioning
conventional museum practices and the values that underpin them, the book will also be of interest
to museum and heritage practitioners around the world.
  african birthing chair history: An Illustrated History of Health and Fitness, from
Pre-History to our Post-Modern World Roy J. Shephard, 2014-11-27 This book examines the
health/fitness interaction in an historical context. Beginning in primitive hunter-gatherer
communities, where survival required adequate physical activity, it goes on to consider changes in
health and physical activity at subsequent stages in the evolution of “civilization.” It focuses on the
health impacts of a growing understanding of medicine and physiology, and the emergence of a
middle-class with the time and money to choose between active and passive leisure pursuits. The
book reflects on urbanization and industrialization in relation to the need for public health measures,
and the ever-diminishing physical demands of the work-place. It then evaluates the attitudes of
prelates, politicians, philosophers and teachers at each stage of the process. Finally, the book
explores professional and governmental initiatives to increase public involvement in active leisure
through various school, worksite, recreational and sports programmes.
  african birthing chair history: The Most Influential Contemporary African Diaspora
Leaders Dr. Roland A. Y. Holou, 2016-04-30 In this comprehensive reference and background book,
Dr. Roland Holou highlights the lives, visions, achievements, policies, and strategies of exceptional
contemporary African Diaspora leaders across the globe. This inspirational collection of biographies
motivates, challenges, and encourages current and future generations of people of African descent
to take initiative and offers guidance to those interested in Africas development. It enlightens and
empowers readers with stories that showcase the diversity, complexity, and richness of the ongoing
global African Diaspora engagement efforts. It also presents powerful accounts of experiences,
growth, struggle, failure, and success that will provoke interest in the field of Diaspora engagement
and inspire readers to stand up and face lifes many challenges. The featured leaders are known for
their long-lasting achievements. Their impressive actions both contributed to important historical
movements that significantly shaped and transformed the lives and history of people of African
descent and removed major roadblocks preventing the prosperity of Africa and its Diaspora. They
have brought about enormous and rare progress that would have been impossible without their
leadership; their contributions have greatly improved the freedom and economic and political
development of Africa and its Diaspora. If you are interested in learning the secrets of these modern
leaders who have accomplished outstanding tasks and demonstrated professional excellence and
character while performing duties related to Africa and its Diaspora, then this is the book for you.
Since influence can have negative effects as well, this book also addresses destructive actions of
certain leaders that are pulling down both Africa and its people. To learn more about this book,
please visit www.AfricanDiasporaLeaders.com.
  african birthing chair history: The African-American Century Henry Louis Gates, Cornel
West, 2002-02-05 An illustrated, decade-by-decade collection of biological profiles of significant
African-Americans, from W.E.B. DuBois to Tiger Woods.
  african birthing chair history: African American Lives Henry Louis Gates, Evelyn Brooks
Higginbotham, 2004-04-29 The first book of its kind since 1982's Dictionary of American Negro
Biography, African American Lives leads us into a new era of African American biographical
scholarship. In collaboration with Oxford University Press and the American Council of Learned
Societies, and with contributions from over four hundred scholars and experts in many fields, the
editors and their staff at the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research at
Harvard University have collected in this single volume the lives of many of the most important and
most interesting names in African American history.--BOOK JACKET.
  african birthing chair history: Thomas Dixon Jr. and the Birth of Modern America Michele K.
Gillespie, Randal L. Hall, 2009-08 Thomas Dixon, Jr. is best remembered as the author of the racist



novels that served as the basis for D. W. Griffith's controversial 1915 classic film The Birth of a
Nation. He also enjoyed great renown during his lifetime as a minister, lecturer, lawyer, and actor.
In Thomas Dixon Jr. and the Birth of Modern America, distinguished scholars of religion, film,
literature, music history and gender studies offer a provocative examination of Dixon's ideas,
personal life and career and, in the process, illuminate the evolution of white racist ideas in the early
twentieth century, and their legacy.
  african birthing chair history: Dictionary of African Biography Emmanuel Kwaku
Akyeampong, Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2012-02-02 From the Pharaohs to Fanon, Dictionary
of African Biography provides a comprehensive overview of the lives of the men and women who
shaped Africa's history. Unprecedented in scale, DAB covers the whole continent from Tunisia to
South Africa, from Sierra Leone to Somalia. It also encompasses the full scope of history from Queen
Hatsheput of Egypt (1490-1468 BC) and Hannibal, the military commander and strategist of
Carthage (243-183 BC), to Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana (1909-1972), Miriam Makeba and Nelson
Mandela of South Africa (1918 -).
  african birthing chair history: Igbo in the Atlantic World Toyin Falola, Raphael Chijioke
Njoku, 2016-09-26 The Igbo are one of the most populous ethnic groups in Nigeria and are perhaps
best known and celebrated in the work of Chinua Achebe. In this landmark collection on Igbo society
and arts, Toyin Falola and Raphael Chijioke Njoku have compiled a detailed and innovative
examination of the Igbo experience in Africa and in the diaspora. Focusing on institutions and
cultural practices, the volume covers the enslavement, middle passage, and American experience of
the Igbo as well as their return to Africa and aspects of Igbo language, society, and cultural arts. By
employing a variety of disciplinary perspectives, this volume presents a comprehensive view of how
the Igbo were integrated into the Atlantic world through the slave trade and slavery, the
transformations of Igbo identities and culture, and the strategies for resistance employed by the
Igbo in the New World. Moving beyond descriptions of generic African experiences, this collection
includes 21 essays by prominent scholars throughout the world.
  african birthing chair history: Pan–African American Literature Stephanie Li, 2018-09-14
2019 Choice Outstanding Academic Title The twenty-first century is witnessing a dynamic
broadening of how blackness signifies both in the U.S. and abroad. Literary writers of the new
African diaspora are at the forefront of exploring these exciting approaches to what black
subjectivity means. Pan-African American Literature is dedicated to charting the contours of
literature by African born or identified authors centered around life in the United States. The texts
examined here deliberately signify on the African American literary canon to encompass new
experiences of immigration, assimilation and identification that challenge how blackness has been
previously conceived. Though race often alienates and frustrates immigrants who are accustomed to
living in all-black environments, Stephanie Li holds that it can also be a powerful form of community
and political mobilization.
  african birthing chair history: Imperialism and Colonialism Alan Macfarlane, 2022-03-24
Imperialism and Colonialism: Christopher Bayly, Richard Rathbone and Richard Drayton is a
collection of interviews that are being published as a book for the first time. These interviews have
been conducted by one of England’s leading social anthropologists and historians, Professor Alan
Macfarlane. Filmed over a period of several years, the three conversations in this volume are part of
the series Creative Lives and Works. These transcriptions form a part of a larger set of interviews
that cut across various disciplines, from the social sciences and the sciences to the performing and
visual arts. The current volume is on three foremost imperial and global historians. Colonialism is
intrinsically linked to its imperial past. Christopher Bayly, Richard Rathbone and Richard Drayton,
come alive through these conversations in this book. They offer a refreshing perspective to the
actions of the colonizer and the colonized, often deriding the actions of the former. Bayly talks at
great length about his Indian experience, Rathbone talks about the tempered indifference of the
larger academic community towards African history and its oral tradition and Drayton engages his
readers with anecdotes and interesting insights into Creole culture. The book will be of enormous



value not just to those interested in the subject of History, Culture Studies, Ethnography and
Comparative Studies and Literature but also to the uninitiated because of the lucidity which
conversations bring to even otherwise opaque discussions.. Please note: This title is co-published
with Social Science Press, New Delhi. Taylor & Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in
India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
  african birthing chair history: Library Ethics Jean Preer, 2008-10-30 The evolution of ethical
standards for librarians parallels the development of librarianship as a profession. Our most
important professional values have been tested and debated in the course of formulating and
adopting our codes of ethics. This book includes historical precedents and current examples of
ethical issues facing the profession. It looks broadly at the many arenas in which librarians face
ethical choices, helping practitioners identify an ethical dilemma and providing guidance on how to
respond, how to separate personal belief from professional responsibility, and how to make
exceptions in a principled way. Where appropriate references are included to the codes of ethics of
other professions: journalists, booksellers, and lawyers.
  african birthing chair history: Florida, State of My Birth, Pompano Beach, My
Hometown: A Pictorial Storybook ,
  african birthing chair history: Race, Maternity, and the Politics of Birth Control in
South Africa, 1910-39 S. Klausen, 2004-11-12 Using original primary sources, this book uncovers
and analyzes for the first time the politics of fertility and the battle over birth control in South Africa
from 1910 (the year the country was formed) to 1945. It examines the nature and achievements of
the South African birth-control movement in pre-apartheid South Africa, including the establishment
of voluntary birth-control organizations in urban centres, the national birth-control coalition, and the
clinic practices of the country's first birth-control clinics. The book spotlights important actors such
as the birth controllers themselves, the women of all 'races' who utilized the clinics' services and the
Department of Public Health, placing these within an international as well as national context.
  african birthing chair history: Nationalizing the Past S. Berger, C. Lorenz, 2016-01-19
Historians traditionally claim to be myth-breakers, but national history since the nineteenth century
shows quite a record in myth-making. This exciting new volume compares how national historians in
Europe have handled the opposing pulls of fact and fiction and shows which narrative strategies
have contributed to the success of national histories.
  african birthing chair history: The Routledge Companion to Sexuality and Colonialism
Chelsea Schields, Dagmar Herzog, 2021-05-24 Unique in its global and interdisciplinary scope, this
collection will bring together comparative insights across European, Ottoman, Japanese, and US
imperial contexts while spanning colonized spaces in Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, the
Indian Ocean, the Middle East, and East and Southeast Asia. Drawing on interdisciplinary
perspectives from cultural, intellectual and political history, anthropology, law, gender and sexuality
studies, and literary criticism, The Routledge Companion to Sexuality and Colonialism combines
regional and historiographic overviews with detailed case studies, making it the key reference for
up-to-date scholarship on the intimate dimensions of colonial rule. Comprising more than 30
chapters by a team of international contributors, the Companion is divided into five parts: Directions
in the study of sexuality and colonialism Constructing race, controlling reproduction Sexuality in law
Subjects, souls, and selfhood Pleasure and violence. The Routledge Companion to Sexuality and
Colonialism is essential reading for students and researchers in gender, sexuality, race, global
studies, world history, Indigeneity, and settler colonialism.
  african birthing chair history: Western Historiography in Asia Q. Edward Wang, Okamoto
Michihiro, Longguo Li, 2022-02-21 This volume provides a unique and critical perspective on how
Chinese, Japanese and Korean scholars engage and critique the West in their historical thinking. It
showcases the dialogue between Asian experts and their Euro-American counterparts and offers
valuable insights on how to challenge and overcome Eurocentrism in historical writing.
  african birthing chair history: The Pan-African Idea in the United States, 1900-1919
Milfred C. Fierce, 1993 A study of African-American interest in Africa and interaction with West



Africa between the Pan-African Conferences in London, 1900, and in Paris, 1919. The thematic
approach considers Black intellectual interest, missionary interest, back-to-Africa movements,
Liberia, and commercial interests. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  african birthing chair history: Co-producing Research Banks, Sarah, Hart, Angie, 2018-12-19
Offering a critical examination of the nature of co-produced research, this important new book
draws on materials and case studies from the ESRC funded project ‘Imagine – connecting
communities through research’. Outlining a community development approach to co-production,
which privileges community agency, the editors link with wider debates about the role of universities
within communities. With policy makers in mind, contributors discuss in clear and accessible
language what co-production between community groups and academics can achieve. The book will
be valuable for practitioners within community contexts, and researchers interested in working with
communities, activists, and artists.
  african birthing chair history: Encyclopedia of African American Society Gerald D.
Jaynes, 2005-02 An encyclopedic reference of African American history and culture.
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