women in the hebrew bible

Women in the Hebrew Bible: Exploring Their Roles, Stories, and Significance

women in the hebrew bible hold a unique and profound place within the sacred texts that have
shaped religious traditions, cultural narratives, and historical perspectives for millennia. While often
overshadowed by their male counterparts, these women demonstrate strength, faith, complexity, and
influence that contribute to the rich tapestry of biblical literature. Understanding their stories not only
sheds light on ancient societal roles but also offers timeless lessons on courage, leadership, and
spirituality.

The Context of Women in the Hebrew Bible

When discussing women in the Hebrew Bible, it's essential to appreciate the historical and cultural
context in which these texts were written. Ancient Israelite society was patriarchal, with men typically
holding positions of authority in family, religious, and social structures. However, this does not mean
women were entirely passive or insignificant. On the contrary, many biblical women emerge as
pivotal figures—prophets, matriarchs, judges, and leaders—who shape the narrative in profound
ways.

Understanding Gender Roles in Ancient Israel

Women'’s roles in ancient Israel were often centered around family and household management,
including childbearing, raising children, and managing domestic affairs. Yet, the Hebrew Bible records
numerous instances where women step beyond these traditional boundaries:

- Women as mothers and matriarchs, such as Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, who establish the
foundations of the Israelite tribes.

- Women as prophetesses, like Miriam and Deborah, who convey divine messages and lead the
community.

- Women as leaders and warriors, demonstrated by figures like Deborah, who served as a judge and
military strategist.

- Women as exemplars of faith and resilience, including Ruth and Hannah.

These examples indicate that while social norms were restrictive, the Hebrew Bible acknowledges and
celebrates the various capacities in which women contributed to Israel’s history and spirituality.

Notable Women in the Hebrew Bible and Their Stories

The Hebrew Bible offers a gallery of memorable women whose lives and actions have inspired
generations. Let's explore some of the most significant women and their enduring legacies.



Sarah: The Matriarch of Faith

Sarah, wife of Abraham, is central to the Abrahamic covenant. Despite her initial barrenness, her story
highlights themes of patience, faith, and divine promise. Sarah’s laughter upon hearing she would
bear a son (Isaac) symbolizes both skepticism and joy, illustrating the human side of faith. Her role as
a matriarch sets the stage for the growth of the Israelite nation.

Deborah: Prophetess and Judge

One of the most remarkable women in the Hebrew Bible is Deborah, who served as both a prophetess
and a judge during a turbulent period in Israel’s history. Unlike many women in biblical narratives,
Deborah held political and military authority. She led the Israelites to victory against the Canaanites
and inspired the warrior Barak to action. Deborah’s story emphasizes leadership, courage, and divine
guidance.

Ruth: Loyalty and Redemption

The Book of Ruth is a beautiful narrative about loyalty, love, and divine providence. Ruth, a Moabite
woman, chooses to stay with her Israelite mother-in-law Naomi, declaring, “Where you go, | will go;
where you stay, | will stay.” Ruth’s faithfulness leads to her integration into Israelite society and
ultimately makes her an ancestor of King David. Her story is often cited to demonstrate inclusion and
the power of steadfast commitment.

Esther: Courage in the Face of Danger

Though from the later biblical period and part of the Ketuvim (Writings), Esther’s story is integral to
the Hebrew Bible’s portrayal of women'’s influence. As queen of Persia, Esther risks her life to save her
people from genocide. Her intelligence, bravery, and strategic thinking highlight how women could
wield power behind the scenes and impact the fate of entire nations.

Hannah: The Power of Prayer

Hannah'’s narrative is touching and inspirational. Struggling with infertility, Hannah prays fervently for
a child and promises to dedicate him to God. Her son, Samuel, becomes one of Israel’s greatest
prophets. Her story illustrates the themes of faith, perseverance, and divine reward, showcasing a
woman’s spiritual agency.

Thematic Insights: Women'’s Influence Beyond Their



Roles

Women in the Hebrew Bible often embody more than their immediate societal roles; they symbolize
broader themes that resonate through religious and ethical teachings.

Women as Bearers of Covenant and Promise

Many biblical women are instrumental in the unfolding of God’s covenant with Israel. Sarah, Rebecca,
and Rachel are not just wives or mothers; they are bearers of the divine promise of a chosen people.
Their fertility, choices, and experiences shape the destiny of Israel.

Women as Agents of Justice and Deliverance

Figures like Deborah and Jael highlight women'’s active roles in delivering Israel from oppression. They
defy expectations and demonstrate that leadership and bravery are not confined to men. Their stories
encourage readers to recognize leadership qualities in unexpected places.

The Complexity of Women’s Experiences

The Hebrew Bible doesn’t shy away from portraying women in all their complexity. For example,
Jezebel represents a negative archetype of power misused, while Bathsheba’s story raises questions
about power dynamics and repentance. These narratives invite readers to grapple with the moral and
social challenges faced by women.

Lessons and Reflections on Women in the Hebrew Bible

For modern readers, the stories of women in the Hebrew Bible offer valuable insights into faith,
resilience, and social dynamics.

e Faith and Agency: Women like Hannah and Ruth model how personal faith can lead to
profound change, reminding us that spiritual agency is accessible to all.

e Courage in Adversity: Esther and Deborah teach lessons about courage and leadership in the
face of danger and uncertainty.

¢ Inclusivity and Redemption: Ruth’s story encourages openness and acceptance, highlighting
that faith communities can transcend ethnic and cultural boundaries.

e The Complexity of Morality: The varied portrayals of women, from virtuous to flawed, invite
readers to explore the nuances of human character beyond simplistic labels.



How to Approach These Stories Today

Engaging with women in the Hebrew Bible today involves recognizing their historical context while
appreciating their timeless relevance. Scholars and spiritual seekers alike benefit from exploring
these narratives through multiple lenses—including feminist theology, literary analysis, and historical
criticism—to uncover deeper meanings and applications.

Moreover, educators and religious leaders can use these stories to inspire discussions about gender
roles, leadership, and ethics, encouraging a more inclusive understanding of biblical texts.

Women'’s Legacy in Hebrew Bible Scholarship and
Beyond

The study of women in the Hebrew Bible has grown significantly in recent decades, with scholars
highlighting their voices and contributions. This field has expanded our understanding of ancient texts
and helped challenge traditional interpretations that marginalized women'’s roles.

Today, many modern translations and commentaries aim to present women'’s stories with greater
nuance, emphasizing their strength and spiritual significance. This shift enriches not only academic
discourse but also religious practice and cultural appreciation.

The narratives of women in the Hebrew Bible continue to resonate, reminding us that behind every
historical and spiritual milestone, there are women whose faith, courage, and wisdom shaped the
course of history in subtle and profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most prominent women mentioned in
the Hebrew Bible?

Prominent women in the Hebrew Bible include Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Leah, Miriam, Deborah, Ruth,
Hannah, Esther, and Bathsheba.

What role does Deborah play in the Hebrew Bible?

Deborah is a prophetess and judge who leads Israel to military victory and provides guidance, making
her one of the few female leaders in the Hebrew Bible.

How is Ruth significant in the Hebrew Bible?

Ruth, a Moabite woman, is significant for her loyalty, faith, and inclusion in the lineage of King David,
highlighting themes of redemption and God's providence.



What is the story of Esther and why is it important?

Esther is a Jewish queen of Persia who courageously saves her people from genocide, symbolizing
bravery and divine providence in the face of adversity.

How are women portrayed in terms of faith and leadership in
the Hebrew Bible?

Women in the Hebrew Bible are portrayed as faithful, courageous, and sometimes leaders, such as
prophetesses and judges, though they often operate within a patriarchal context.

Who was Miriam, and what was her contribution?

Miriam, sister of Moses and Aaron, is recognized as a prophetess who played a key role during the
Exodus and led the women in song and dance after crossing the Red Sea.

What is the significance of Hannah in the Hebrew Bible?

Hannah is known for her heartfelt prayer for a child, resulting in the birth of the prophet Samuel,
representing themes of faith, prayer, and dedication to God.

How does the Hebrew Bible depict the covenant relationship
through women?

Women like Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel are integral to the covenant narrative, as matriarchs whose
stories are intertwined with God's promises to the patriarchs.

What lessons can be learned from the story of Abigail?

Abigail is admired for her wisdom, diplomacy, and courage in preventing bloodshed, demonstrating
the power of peacemaking and prudence.

How are issues of justice and righteousness explored through
women in the Hebrew Bible?

Women like Deborah and Huldah embody justice and righteousness through their prophetic roles and
leadership, highlighting moral guidance and social responsibility.

Additional Resources

Women in the Hebrew Bible: An Analytical Exploration of Their Roles and Significance

women in the hebrew bible occupy a complex and multifaceted space within the ancient texts that
have shaped religious, cultural, and historical understandings for millennia. Far from being mere
background figures, these women emerge as pivotal characters whose lives and actions reflect
broader themes of power, faith, morality, and social structure. This article undertakes a thorough
examination of the representation, influence, and narrative roles of women in the Hebrew Bible,



drawing on relevant scholarly interpretations and textual evidence. By exploring their stories, we gain
insight into the gender dynamics of the biblical world and how these narratives have informed
subsequent traditions.

The Portrayal of Women in the Hebrew Bible

The Hebrew Bible, also known as the Tanakh, comprises a diverse array of texts including law codes,
historical accounts, poetry, and prophecy. Within this corpus, women appear in various
capacities—matriarchs, prophets, queens, judges, and ordinary individuals whose experiences
illuminate the social fabric of ancient Israel. However, the portrayal of women is neither uniform nor
static; it reflects the cultural and religious milieu of the time, which was predominantly patriarchal.

Women in the Hebrew Bible often function as catalysts for significant events. Their depiction ranges
from figures embodying virtue and piety to those whose actions challenge societal norms.

Importantly, their stories frequently intertwine with themes of covenant, lineage, and divine
intervention, underscoring the integral role women played in the unfolding biblical narrative.

Key Female Figures and Their Impact

Several women stand out in the biblical narrative due to their prominent roles and lasting influence:

e Sarah: The wife of Abraham and mother of Isaac, Sarah is emblematic of the matriarchal
foundation of Israelite identity. Her story highlights themes of faith and miraculous birth, as she
conceives Isaac well beyond childbearing age.

* Rebecca: Known for her decisive action in securing Isaac’s blessing for Jacob, Rebecca’s
narrative underscores female agency within familial power dynamics.

e Leah and Rachel: The wives of Jacob, these sisters represent complex familial relationships
and the significance of fertility and lineage.

e Miriam: Sister of Moses and Aaron, Miriam is recognized as a prophetess and leader during the
Exodus, illustrating female spiritual authority.

e Deborah: Perhaps one of the most prominent female leaders, Deborah served as a judge and
military commander, breaking traditional gender roles and demonstrating political power.

e Ruth: The Moabite woman whose loyalty and faithfulness earn her a place in the lineage of
King David, Ruth’s story explores themes of inclusion and redemption.

e Esther: As queen, Esther’s courage in advocating for her people exemplifies strategic influence
within a royal context.

These women and others collectively illustrate the spectrum of female experience in the Hebrew



Bible, ranging from domestic spheres to public leadership.

Roles and Functions of Women in Biblical Society

Understanding women in the Hebrew Bible requires contextualizing their roles within ancient Israelite
society. Women were often responsible for household management and childbearing, which were vital
to maintaining family lineage and social stability. Yet, beyond these roles, biblical women sometimes
emerge as prophets, judges, and queens, roles generally reserved for men in ancient Near Eastern
cultures.

Religious and Prophetic Authority

Women such as Miriam and Huldah serve as examples of female prophetic voices. Huldah, for
instance, is consulted by King Josiah’s officials regarding the Book of the Law, indicating recognized
spiritual authority. The presence of female prophets challenges any simplistic notion of exclusively
male religious leadership in biblical times.

Political and Military Leadership

Deborah’s role as a judge and military leader is exceptional, illustrating that women could occupy
positions of significant public authority. Her leadership includes not only judicial responsibilities but
also directing military campaigns, which contrasts sharply with the more typical domestic roles
assigned to women.

Familial and Social Influence

Many biblical narratives highlight women’s influence within family structures, often affecting
succession and inheritance. For example, the matriarchs’ fertility and childbearing are central to the
continuation of the Israelite lineage. Additionally, stories such as that of Abigail, who negotiates peace
with David, show women employing wisdom and diplomacy to impact social and political outcomes.

Comparative Perspectives: Women in the Hebrew Bible
and Other Ancient Texts

When compared to women'’s portrayals in other ancient Near Eastern texts, women in the Hebrew
Bible exhibit both similarities and differences. Like many contemporaneous cultures, Israelite society
was patriarchal, and women'’s rights were limited in legal and social domains. However, the Hebrew
Bible occasionally grants women unique narrative prominence and agency that is less common in
surrounding cultures’ literatures.



For instance, while Mesopotamian and Egyptian texts often depict women primarily within domestic or
religious roles, the Hebrew Bible’s inclusion of female judges and prophets is notable. This suggests a
nuanced cultural context where women could, under certain circumstances, transcend traditional
boundaries.

Legal Status and Social Constraints

The legal codes in books such as Leviticus and Deuteronomy reflect restrictions on women'’s rights,
including inheritance laws and marital status regulations. Women'’s testimonies were often accorded
less weight than men’s, and their social mobility was limited. Nevertheless, exceptions exist; for
example, the laws concerning the “levirate marriage” demonstrate an institutional mechanism
intended to protect women'’s social and economic security within a patriarchal framework.

Contemporary Interpretations and Scholarly Debates

Modern scholarship on women in the Hebrew Bible has evolved significantly, moving beyond
traditional readings that often marginalized female figures. Feminist biblical criticism, historical-
critical methods, and literary analysis have all contributed to a richer understanding of these women'’s
roles.

Some scholars argue that the biblical text subtly critiques patriarchal norms by elevating certain
women to positions of influence and moral authority. Others emphasize the complexity and
ambivalence in the portrayal of women, who can be both revered and vilified depending on the
narrative context.

Pros and Cons of Traditional Interpretations

e Pros: Traditional interpretations often highlight the exemplary faith and virtues of biblical
women, serving as moral role models within religious communities.

e Cons: These interpretations sometimes diminish women’s agency by framing them primarily in
relation to men or as symbolic figures rather than autonomous actors.

This ongoing debate underscores the importance of examining women in the Hebrew Bible through
multiple lenses to appreciate their full significance.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Women in the
Hebrew Bible



The study of women in the Hebrew Bible reveals a tapestry of narratives that illuminate the
complexity of gender roles in ancient Israel. These women, whether matriarchs, leaders, or ordinary
figures, have left an indelible mark on religious history and literary tradition. Their stories invite
continuous reflection on themes of power, faith, and identity, resonating with contemporary
discussions about gender and social justice. As scholarship advances, the voices of these biblical
women continue to inspire nuanced interpretations and a deeper understanding of the ancient world.

Women In The Hebrew Bible

women in the hebrew bible: Women in the Hebrew Bible Alice Bach, 2013-10-31 Women in
the Hebrew Bible presents the first one-volume overview covering the interpretation of women's
place in man's world within the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. Written by the major scholars in the
field of biblical studies and literary theory, these essays examine attitudes toward women and their
status in ancient Near Eastern societies, focusing on the Israelite society portrayed by the Hebrew
Bible.

women in the hebrew bible: Listen to Her Voice Miki Raver, 2005-03-24 Resurrects the
dramatic stories of eighteen women in the Hebrew Bible, illustated with masterpieces by Rubens,
Breughel, Raphael, Tintoretto, and other artists--an ode to the resilience and beauty of our
foremothers.--Adapted from back cover.

women in the hebrew bible: Women in Scripture Carol Meyers, Toni Craven, Ross S. Kraemer,
2000-03-30 “This splendid reference describes every woman in Jewish and Christian scripture . . .
monumental” (Library Journal). In recent decades, many biblical scholars have studied the holy text
with a new focus on gender. Women in Scripture is a groundbreaking work that provides Jews,
Christians, or anyone fascinated by a body of literature that has exerted a singular influence on
Western civilization a thorough look at every woman and group of women mentioned in the Bible,
whether named or unnamed, well known or heretofore not known at all. They are remarkably
varied—from prophets to prostitutes, military heroines to musicians, deacons to dancers, widows to
wet nurses, rulers to slaves. There are familiar faces, such as Eve, Judith, and Mary, seen anew with
the full benefit of the most up-to-date results of biblical scholarship. But the most innovative aspect
of this book is the section devoted to the many females who in the scriptures do not even have
names. Combining rigorous research with engaging prose, these articles on women in the Hebrew
Bible, the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books, and the New Testament will inform, delight, and
challenge readers interested in the Bible, scholars and laypeople alike. Together, these collected
histories create a volume that takes the study of women in the Bible to a new level.

women in the hebrew bible: More Than a Womb Lisa Wilson Davison, 2021-07-30 This book
lifts up women of the Hebrew Bible who, working with the Divine, play amazing roles in the stories
of Israel--prophet, judge, worship leader, warrior, scholar, scribe. They helped people celebrate the
Divine's triumph over oppression. They spoke boldly to those in power. They went into battle to
secure their people's safety. They gave wise judgments in important legal matters. They
authenticated sacred texts and inspired a reform to help Israel return to the way of Torah. In roles
that were not tied to their wombs or fertility, these women made Israel's story possible and helped it
to continue to future generations.

women in the hebrew bible: Reading Women's Stories John Petersen, 2004 ...delves deeply
into three stories of women in the Hebrew Bible (Hannah, Deborah, and Tamar) and explores issues
of reading character, plot, and point of view--P. 4 of cover.

women in the hebrew bible: Anti-Covenant Mieke Bal, 1989-08-01 This collection of essays
from feminist Biblical scholars including Carol Delaney, Rachel C. Rasmussen, Cynthia Baker and
Mieke Bal, starts from the premise that reading is always in the plural. It is never just the text alone
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that is read, but also the scholarly meta-text. The essays encourage the reader to challenge his or
her presuppositions that she has brought to an analysis of the Hebrew Bible, before returning the
scrutiny to the text and using a narratological approach to investigate. This insight raises such
questions as: who speaks? who sees? and who acts? This now familiar means of analysing texts has
lost none of its power to demand answers otherwise not forthcoming. The essays provide a rigorous
re- assessment of familiar stories of the Hebrew Bible and suggest we encourage the practice of a
hermeneutics of suspicion.

women in the hebrew bible: Women in Scripture ed Carol Meyers, 2000

women in the hebrew bible: Women of the Hebrew Bible Paula Bowser, 2017

women in the hebrew bible: Women and Exilic Identity in the Hebrew Bible Martien A.
Halvorson-Taylor, Katherine E. Southwood, 2017-12-28 Notions of women as found in the Bible have
had an incalculable impact on western cultures, influencing perspectives on marriage, kinship, legal
practice, political status, and general attitudes. Women and Exilic Identity in the Hebrew Bible is
drawn from three separate strands to address and analyse this phenomenon. The first examines how
women were conceptualized and represented during the exilic period. The second focuses on
methodological possibilities and drawbacks connected to investigating women and exile. The third
reviews current prominent literature on the topic, with responses from authors. With chapters from
a range of contributors, topics move from an analysis of Ruth as a woman returning to her
homeland, and issues concerning the foreign presence who brings foreign family members into the
midst of a community, and how this is dealt with, through the intermarriage crisis portrayed in Ezra
9-10, to an analysis of Judean constructions of gender in the exilic and early post-exilic periods. The
contributions show an exciting range of the best scholarship on women and foreign identities, with
important consequences for how the foreign/known is perceived, and what that has meant for
women through the centuries.

women in the hebrew bible: Introducing the Women's Hebrew Bible Susanne Scholz,
2014-09-16 This book introduces readers to the diverse field of feminist studies on the Hebrew Bible.
Not organized as a traditional introduction to the Old Testament, the manuscript does not follow a
biblical book-by-book structure, but provides an introductory survey of the history and issues as they
relate to feminist readings and readers of the Hebrew Bible. Accordingly, feminist scholars of the
Bible, their career struggles, and biblical texts, characters, and themes stand in the forefront of this
introduction. The volume is biased toward Western feminist scholarship because of the historical
developments of feminist scholarship in general and biblical studies in particular. Yet, the chapters
also include African, Asian, and Latin American perspectives on feminist studies of the Hebrew
Bible. In short, the book offers an overview on the historical, social, and academic developments of
reading the Hebrew Bible as the Women's Hebrew Bible.

women in the hebrew bible: Introducing the Women's Hebrew Bible Susanne Scholz,
2017-08-10 Introducing the Women's Hebrew Bible is an up-to-date feminist introduction to the
historical, socio-political, and academic developments of feminist biblical scholarship. In the second
edition of this popular text Susanne Scholz offers new insights into the diverse field of feminist
studies on the Hebrew Bible. Scholz provides a new introductory survey of the history of feminism
more broadly, giving context to its rise in biblical studies, before looking at the history and issues as
they relate specifically to feminist readings and readers of the Hebrew Bible. Scholz then presents
the life and work of several influential feminist scholars of the Bible, outlining their career paths and
the characteristics of their work. The volume also outlines how to relate the Bible to sexual violence
and feminist postcolonial demands. Two new chapters further delineate recent developments in
feminist biblical studies. One chapter addresses the relationship between feminist exegesis and
queer theory as well as masculinity studies. Another chapter problematizes the gender discourse as
it has emerged in the Christian Right's approaches to the Old Testament.

women in the hebrew bible: Women in Scripture Carol L. Meyers, 2000

women in the hebrew bible: Women in the Pentateuch Sarah Shectman, 2009 Feminist study
of Pentateuchal narrative -- The matriarchs outside the priestly corpus -- Other women outside the




priestly corpus -- Women in P's genesis -- Women in P's Exodus--Numbers.

women in the hebrew bible: Introducing the Women's Hebrew Bible Susanne Scholz, 2007
Introducing the Women's Hebrew Bible is an up-to-date feminist introduction to the historical,
socio-political, and academic developments of feminist biblical scholarship. In the second edition of
this popular text Susanne Scholz offers new insights into the diverse field of feminist studies on the
Hebrew Bible. Scholz provides a new introductory survey of the history of feminism more broadly,
giving context to its rise in biblical studies, before looking at the history and issues as they relate
specifically to feminist readings and readers of the Hebrew Bible. Scholz then presents the life and
work of several influential feminist scholars of the Bible, outlining their career paths and the
characteristics of their work. The volume also outlines how to relate the Bible to sexual violence and
feminist postcolonial demands. Two new chapters further delineate recent developments in feminist
biblical studies. One chapter addresses the relationship between feminist exegesis and queer theory
as well as masculinity studies. Another chapter problematizes the gender discourse as it has
emerged in the Christian Right's approaches to the Old Testament.--Bloomsbury Publishing.

women in the hebrew bible: I Am . . . Athalya Brenner, Athalya Brenner presents fictionalized
autobiographies of a dozen women and women groups in the Hebrew Bible, and also lets them share
a conversation session. This allows her to include how these women have been interpreted - not only
in the Bible itself, but also in Jewish and Christian traditions and by modern commentators. The
result is a thoroughly engaging and insightful look at women, from a leading biblical interpreter who
has a very creative edge to all her work.

women in the hebrew bible: Impurity and Gender in the Hebrew Bible Elizabeth W. Goldstein,
2015-09-17 Impurity and Gender in the Hebrew Bible explores the role of female blood in the
Hebrew Bible and considers its theological implications for future understandings of purity and
impurity in the Jewish religion. Influenced by the work of Jonathan Klawans (Sin and Impurity in
Ancient Judaism), and using the categories of ritual and moral impurities, this book analyzes the way
in which these categories intersect with women and with the impurity of female blood, and reads the
biblical foundations of purity and blood taboos with a feminist lens. Ultimately, the purpose of this
book is to understand the intersection between impurity and gender, figuratively and
non-figuratively, in the Hebrew Bible. Goldstein traces this intersection from the years 1000
BCE-250 BCE and ends with a consideration of female impurity in the literature of Qumran.

women in the hebrew bible: Women's Bible Commentary Carol Ann Newsom, Sharon H.
Ringe, 1998-01-01 In the critically acclaimed best-seller, Women's Bible Commentary, an outstanding
group of women scholars introduced and summarized each book of the Bible and commented on
those sections of each book that have particular relevence to women, focusing on female charecters,
symbols, life situations such as marriage and family, the legal status of women, and religious
principles that affect relationships of women and men. Now, this expanded edition provides similar
insights on the Apocrypha, presenting a significant view of the lives and religious experiences of
women as well as attitudes toward women in the Second Temple period. This expanded edition sets
a new standard for women's and biblical studies.

women in the hebrew bible: From the Margins 1 Peter S. Hawkins, Lesleigh Cushing
Stahlberg, 2009 Biblical women who are given only a few lines in the Bible, who are named only as
the wife or sister or child of a man, can nonetheless play pivotal roles and cast long shadows. This
volume brings together scholars, writers and art historians, who probe texts and trace reception
history in exegesis, midrash, literature and the visual arts as they breathe life again into these
biblical characters. CONTENTS J. Cheryl Exum, Hagar en proces: The Abject in Search of
Subjectivity Ena Giurescu Heller, Bibles, Midrashim and Medieval Tales: The Artistic Journey of
Potiphar's Wife Esther Schor, Saviors and Liars: The Midwives of Exodus 1 Jacqueline Osherow,
Brides of Blood: Women at the Outset of Exodus Peter S. Hawkins, God's Trophy Whore: Rahab of
Jericho Ken Stone, How a Woman Unmans a King: Gender Reversal and the Woman of Thebez in
Judges 9 Susanna Bede Caroselli, The Dissemination of Jephthah's Daughter Katheryn Pfisterer
Darr, Asking at Abel: A Wise Woman's Performance in 2 Samuel 20 Lesleigh Cushing Stahlberg,




From Biblical Blanket to Post-biblical Blank Slate: The Lives and Times of Abishag the Shunammite
Jay Twomey, Is Naomi a Liberal Pluralist? The Politics of Loss and Redemption in Jonathan
Edwards's Sermon, 'Ruth's Resolution' Martien A. Halvorson-Taylor, The Strange Case of the
Disappearing Woman: Biblical Resonances in Kafka's Fraulein Burstner Erin Runions, Ms Job and
the Problem of God: A Feminist, Existentialist, Materialist Reading

women in the hebrew bible: Helpmates, Harlots, and Heroes Alice Ogden Bellis, In this
comprehensive book, the first of its kind, the author shares the work of many feminist biblical
scholars who have examined women's stories in the last twenty-five years. These stories are
powerful accounts of women in the Old Testament--stories that have profoundly affected how women
understand themselves. -- Publisher description.

women in the hebrew bible: Women in Scripture Carol Meyers, Toni Craven, Ross Shepard
Kraemer, 2001-08-28 Available here for the first time in paperback, Women in Scripture is a
landmark one-volume reference work exploring all the women mentioned in the Bible, named and
unnamed, well known and heretofore not known at all. The book comprises more than 800 articles,
written by the finest scholars in the field, that examine the numerous women who have often been
obscured by the androcentric nature of the biblical record and by centuries of translation and
interpretation that have paid little or no attention to them. The women of scripture are remarkably
varied--from prophets to prostitutes, military heroines to musicians, deacons to dancers, widows to
wet nurses, rulers to slaves. Here are familiar faces, such as Eve, Judith, and Mary, seen anew with
the full benefit of the most up-to-date biblical scholarship. But the most innovative aspect of the
book is the section devoted to the many women who in the scriptures do not even have names. In
both scope and accessibility, Women in Scripture is an exceptional work. Combining rigorous
scholarship with engaging prose, these articles on women in the Hebrew Bible, the
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical books, and the New Testament will inform, delight, and challenge all
readers interested in the Bible.
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