
twenty lessons in environmental
sociology
Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology: Understanding the Interplay Between Society
and Nature

twenty lessons in environmental sociology offer a fascinating window into the complex
relationship between human societies and the natural world. This field examines how
social structures, cultural norms, economic systems, and political institutions influence
environmental conditions and how environmental changes, in turn, affect social life. If
you’ve ever wondered why environmental problems persist despite widespread awareness
or how social inequality relates to ecological degradation, exploring these lessons can
provide valuable insights.

Environmental sociology goes beyond studying nature or society in isolation; it focuses on
their intertwined dynamics. As we explore these twenty lessons, you’ll uncover key
concepts such as environmental justice, sustainability, ecological modernization, and the
social construction of nature. Together, these lessons paint a rich picture of the challenges
and opportunities we face in building a more sustainable future.

1. Society and Environment Are Inseparable

One of the foundational lessons in environmental sociology is that human societies and the
environment are deeply interconnected. Social behaviors—whether economic activities,
cultural practices, or political decisions—directly impact ecosystems. Conversely,
environmental changes shape social structures, health, and well-being. Recognizing this
interdependence is critical for crafting effective environmental policies.

2. Environmental Problems Are Socially
Constructed

What counts as an environmental issue often depends on social perspectives and power
relations. For example, industrial pollution may be ignored in some contexts but heavily
contested in others. This lesson highlights that environmental problems are not just
scientific facts but also shaped by cultural values, media narratives, and political agendas.

3. Inequality Drives Environmental Injustice

Environmental sociology reveals that marginalized communities frequently bear the brunt
of environmental harm. Poor neighborhoods are more likely to be near toxic waste sites,
polluted air, or inadequate sanitation. Exploring this lesson sheds light on the intersection



between social inequality and ecological risks, emphasizing the importance of
environmental justice movements.

4. Economic Systems Influence Environmental
Outcomes

Capitalism, industrialization, and globalization create economic incentives that often
prioritize short-term profits over ecological health. Understanding how economic
structures promote resource extraction and waste helps explain persistent environmental
degradation. This lesson encourages a critical look at how economic growth models can be
reimagined to support sustainability.

5. Culture Shapes Environmental Attitudes and
Behaviors

Different societies hold diverse beliefs about nature, which influence how they manage
resources. For example, indigenous worldviews often emphasize harmony with the
environment, while consumerist cultures might promote exploitation. Recognizing cultural
diversity is essential for designing inclusive environmental initiatives.

6. Environmental Movements Reflect Social
Change

Environmental activism has evolved from conservation efforts to broader campaigns
addressing climate change, biodiversity loss, and environmental racism. Environmental
sociology studies these movements to understand how social mobilization can drive policy
reform and shift public consciousness.

7. Technology Has Ambiguous Environmental
Impacts

While technological innovations can reduce environmental harm (like renewable energy),
they can also generate new problems (such as electronic waste). This lesson encourages a
nuanced view of technology's role, highlighting the importance of responsible innovation
and governance.



8. Urbanization Creates Unique Environmental
Challenges

Cities concentrate populations and industries, leading to complex environmental issues
such as air pollution, heat islands, and waste management. Environmental sociology
examines urban ecosystems to identify sustainable urban planning and community
resilience strategies.

9. Environmental Policies Are Socially Contingent

Policy responses to environmental problems depend on political will, institutional capacity,
and public support. This lesson highlights how social factors influence the design and
effectiveness of environmental regulations and agreements.

10. Risk Perception Shapes Environmental
Decision-Making

How people perceive environmental risks—whether from climate change, pollution, or
natural disasters—affects their behaviors and policy preferences. Understanding these
psychological and sociological dimensions helps explain public responses to environmental
challenges.

11. Globalization Has Transformed Environmental
Dynamics

The global flow of goods, people, and information links distant ecological and social
systems. Environmental sociology explores how global trade and transnational
corporations impact local environments, often leading to resource exploitation in
developing countries.

12. Environmental Knowledge Is Socially
Produced

Scientific knowledge about the environment is not created in a vacuum; it is influenced by
social contexts, funding priorities, and institutional interests. This lesson underscores the
importance of critical science studies and inclusive knowledge production.



13. Environmental Sociology Emphasizes
Systemic Change

Rather than focusing solely on individual behaviors, environmental sociology advocates for
transformative changes in social systems—like energy infrastructures, consumption
patterns, and political institutions—to address ecological crises effectively.

14. Nature Is Not Separate from Society

Contrary to traditional views that see nature as “out there,” environmental sociology
stresses that nature is socially constructed and co-produced with human societies. This
perspective challenges dualistic thinking and encourages integrated approaches.

15. Environmental Crises Expose Social
Vulnerabilities

Climate change, deforestation, and pollution disproportionately affect vulnerable
populations, revealing deep social inequalities. Studying these dynamics aids in designing
equitable adaptation and mitigation strategies.

16. Social Movements Can Foster Environmental
Innovation

Grassroots organizations and community activism often pioneer creative solutions to
environmental problems, from sustainable agriculture to renewable energy cooperatives.
Recognizing this lesson highlights the power of collective action.

17. Environmental Sociology Integrates Multiple
Disciplines

This field draws from anthropology, economics, political science, and ecology to provide a
holistic understanding of human-environment relations. Such interdisciplinarity enriches
analysis and policy formulation.



18. Consumption Patterns Drive Environmental
Impact

High levels of consumption, especially in affluent societies, lead to resource depletion and
pollution. Environmental sociology examines social factors behind consumption habits and
explores pathways toward sustainable lifestyles.

19. Environmental Education Is Crucial for
Change

Raising awareness and fostering environmental literacy empower individuals and
communities to participate in sustainability efforts. This lesson emphasizes the role of
education in shaping environmental values and actions.

20. Hope Lies in Collaborative Solutions

Despite daunting challenges, environmental sociology reminds us that collaborative
efforts—across governments, communities, scientists, and activists—hold promise for
building resilient and just societies in harmony with nature.

Through these twenty lessons, environmental sociology offers profound insights into the
ways human societies shape and are shaped by the natural world. By understanding these
dynamics, we can better navigate the environmental challenges of our time and work
toward a sustainable future that honors both social equity and ecological integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'Twenty Lessons in
Environmental Sociology'?
The primary focus of 'Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology' is to explore the
relationship between society and the environment, examining how social factors influence
environmental issues and how environmental challenges impact social structures.

Who is the author of 'Twenty Lessons in Environmental
Sociology' and why is the work significant?
The author is Kenneth A. Gould, a prominent environmental sociologist. The work is
significant because it provides a comprehensive overview of key concepts, theories, and
case studies that illustrate the intersection of society and the environment.



How does 'Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology'
address climate change?
The book addresses climate change by analyzing its social causes, including
industrialization, consumption patterns, and political economy, as well as the social
consequences and the role of social movements in advocating for environmental justice
and policy change.

What role do social movements play according to
'Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology'?
Social movements are portrayed as crucial agents of change that raise awareness,
challenge environmental injustices, and push for sustainable policies by mobilizing
communities and influencing public discourse.

How can 'Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology'
be applied in environmental policy-making?
The lessons provide policymakers with insights into the social dynamics behind
environmental problems, emphasizing the need for inclusive approaches that consider
social inequalities, cultural values, and community engagement to create effective and
equitable environmental policies.

Additional Resources
Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology: Exploring the Intersection of Society and
Ecology

twenty lessons in environmental sociology offer a profound lens through which we can
examine the complex relationships between human societies and the natural environment.
As environmental challenges escalate globally, understanding these interactions becomes
crucial not only for academics but also for policymakers, activists, and the general public.
Environmental sociology, a specialized branch within sociology, investigates how social
structures, cultural norms, economic systems, and political forces influence environmental
outcomes and vice versa. This article delves into the twenty pivotal lessons that
encapsulate the discipline’s core insights, shedding light on how societies shape and are
shaped by ecological dynamics.

Understanding the Foundations of Environmental
Sociology

Environmental sociology emerged in response to the growing awareness that
environmental issues are deeply intertwined with social processes. Unlike traditional
ecological studies that focus primarily on biological and physical systems, environmental
sociology integrates social science theories and methods to dissect environmental



problems.

Lesson 1: The Environment Is Socially Constructed

One foundational lesson is that perceptions of the environment are not purely objective
but socially constructed. Different cultures and societies interpret nature through their
unique lenses, shaping attitudes and behaviors toward conservation and resource use. For
example, indigenous communities often view nature as a living entity deserving respect,
contrasting with industrial societies’ utilitarian perspective.

Lesson 2: Human Activities Drive Environmental Change

Environmental sociology emphasizes that human actions—industrial production,
urbanization, agriculture—are primary drivers of ecological degradation. This lesson
underscores the importance of analyzing economic and social systems, such as capitalism,
which incentivize resource exploitation and contribute to pollution and climate change.

Lesson 3: Social Inequality and Environmental Impact
Are Interlinked

Environmental harm rarely affects populations equally. Marginalized and low-income
communities often face disproportionate exposure to pollution, hazardous waste, and
climate vulnerabilities. This concept, known as environmental justice, highlights the
intersection of race, class, and environmental risks.

Key Themes and Analytical Frameworks in
Environmental Sociology

The following lessons explore essential themes and frameworks that guide empirical
research and theoretical discourse in environmental sociology.

Lesson 4: The Role of Institutions in Environmental
Management

Social institutions—governments, corporations, NGOs—play critical roles in shaping
environmental policies and practices. Institutional arrangements determine how resources
are allocated, how regulations are enforced, and how environmental conflicts are resolved.



Lesson 5: Ecological Modernization and Its Critiques

Ecological modernization posits that technological innovation and economic growth can
coexist with environmental sustainability. While this optimistic framework encourages
green technologies and market-based solutions, critics argue it may downplay systemic
issues such as overconsumption and social inequality.

Lesson 6: The Importance of Environmental Movements

Grassroots movements and activism have been instrumental in raising awareness and
pushing for environmental reforms. Environmental sociology studies how social
mobilization, framing strategies, and networks influence the success of these movements.

Lesson 7: Risk Society and Environmental Uncertainty

Ulrich Beck’s concept of the “risk society” is pivotal in environmental sociology. It
examines how modern societies produce and manage risks—especially those that are
global and invisible, like nuclear hazards or climate change—and how this shapes public
perception and policy.

Lesson 8: The Social Construction of Environmental
Problems

Not all environmental issues receive equal attention. Media coverage, political agendas,
and scientific discourses influence which problems are prioritized. This lesson stresses the
role of social processes in defining environmental threats.

Lesson 9: Nature as a Social-Scientific Subject

Environmental sociology challenges the dichotomy of society versus nature by treating
nature as an integral part of social analysis. This approach fosters interdisciplinary
research bridging sociology, ecology, and economics.

Lesson 10: The Limits of Consumerism in Addressing
Environmental Challenges

A critical insight relates to consumption patterns, highlighting that individual consumer
choices alone cannot resolve systemic environmental problems without broader structural
change.



Applying Environmental Sociology to
Contemporary Issues

Lessons in environmental sociology extend beyond theory, offering practical insights into
pressing global challenges.

Lesson 11: Climate Change as a Social Phenomenon

Climate change is not only a scientific or technological issue but deeply social. It involves
questions of responsibility, equity, and governance, making sociological perspectives
essential for crafting effective responses.

Lesson 12: Urbanization and Environmental Stress

Rapid urban growth intensifies environmental pressures in cities, including air pollution,
waste management, and green space depletion. Environmental sociology examines how
urban planning and social policies can mitigate these impacts.

Lesson 13: The Politics of Environmental Regulation

Environmental policies are shaped by political interests, power relations, and economic
priorities. Understanding these dynamics is key to analyzing why some regulations
succeed or fail.

Lesson 14: Globalization and Environmental Governance

Global interconnectedness affects environmental management, from transboundary
pollution to international climate agreements. Environmental sociology investigates how
global institutions and networks influence local environmental outcomes.

Lesson 15: Technological Innovations and Social
Change

Technological advances such as renewable energy or smart grids can transform
environmental practices, but their adoption depends on social acceptance, cultural values,
and economic feasibility.



Lesson 16: Environmental Knowledge and Public
Awareness

The dissemination and framing of environmental knowledge impact public attitudes and
behaviors. Sociologists study how education, media, and communication strategies shape
environmental consciousness.

Lesson 17: Environmental Ethics and Moral
Responsibility

Environmental sociology probes ethical questions about humanity’s relationship with
nature, intergenerational justice, and the moral imperatives driving ecological
stewardship.

Lesson 18: Sustainable Development and Social Equity

Balancing ecological sustainability with social equity remains a central challenge. This
lesson highlights the need for inclusive policies that address both environmental
protection and human well-being.

Lesson 19: Indigenous Knowledge and Environmental
Sustainability

Integrating indigenous ecological knowledge offers valuable insights into sustainable
resource management, challenging mainstream scientific paradigms.

Lesson 20: The Role of Education in Shaping
Environmental Futures

Environmental education fosters critical awareness and empowers individuals to
participate in environmental decision-making, emphasizing the transformative potential of
learning.

Throughout these twenty lessons in environmental sociology, a clear pattern emerges:
environmental issues cannot be disentangled from social contexts. The interdisciplinary
nature of environmental sociology, incorporating insights from political economy, cultural
studies, and social movements, provides a comprehensive toolkit for analyzing and
addressing environmental challenges. As societies continue to grapple with climate
change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion, these lessons offer essential guidance
for crafting equitable and effective environmental strategies. By recognizing the social
dimensions of ecological crises, environmental sociology underscores the need for



systemic change that bridges human and natural worlds in pursuit of sustainability.

Twenty Lessons In Environmental Sociology

  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Twenty Lessons in Environmental Sociology
Kenneth Alan Gould, Tammy L. Lewis, 2020 This is a textbook on environmental sociology--
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: What is Environmental Sociology? Diana Stuart,
2021-08-09 Given the escalating and existential nature of our current environmental crises,
environmental sociology has never mattered more. We now face global environmental threats, such
as climate change and biodiversity loss, as well as local threats, such as pollution and household
toxins. The complex interactions of such pervasive problems demand an understanding of the social
nature of environmental impacts, the underlying drivers of these impacts, and the range of possible
solutions. Environmental sociologists continue to make indispensable contributions to this crucial
task. This compact book introduces environmental sociology and emphasizes how environmental
sociologists do “public sociology,” that is, work with broad public application. Using a diversity of
theoretical approaches and research methods, environmental sociologists continue to give
marginalized people a voice, identify the systemic drivers of our environmental crises, and evaluate
solutions. Diana Stuart shines a light on this work and gives readers insight into applying the tools of
environmental sociology to minimize impacts and create a more sustainable and just world.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Sociology
Christine Overdevest, 2024-04-12 The Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Sociology serves as a
repository of insight on the complex interactions, challenges and potential solutions that
characterize our shared ecological reality. Presenting innovative thinking on a comprehensive range
of topics, expert scholars, researchers, and practitioners illuminate the nuances, complexities and
diverse perspectives that define the continually evolving field of environmental sociology.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Handbook of Environmental Sociology Beth
Schaefer Caniglia, Andrew Jorgenson, Stephanie A. Malin, Lori Peek, David N. Pellow, Xiaorui
Huang, 2021-11-01 This handbook defines the contours of environmental sociology and invites
readers to push boundaries in their exploration of this important subdiscipline. It offers a
comprehensive overview of the evolution of environmental sociology and its role in this era of
intensified national and global environmental crises. Its timely frameworks and high-impact chapters
will assist in navigating this moment of great environmental inequality and uncertainty. The
handbook brings together an outstanding group of scholars who have helped redefine the scope of
environmental sociology and expand its reach and impact. Their contributions speak to key themes
of the subdiscipline—inequality, justice, population, social movements, and health. Chapter topics
include environmental demography, food systems, animals and the environment, climate change,
disasters, and much more. The emphasis on public environmental sociology and the forward-thinking
approach of this collection is what sets this volume apart. This handbook can serve as an
introduction for students new to environmental sociology or as an insightful treatment that current
experts can use to further their own research and publication. It will leave readers with a strong
understanding of environmental sociology and the motivation to apply it to their work.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Twenty Lessons in the Sociology of Food and
Agriculture Jason Konefal, Maki Hatanaka, 2019 Twenty Lessons in the Sociology of Food and
Agriculture examines food and agriculture from farm to fork using a sociological lens. Following the
Lessons format, the book presents twenty sociological lessons on food and agriculture from both
established and up-and-coming scholars. Each lesson is written in an accessible and engaging
format, incorporates historical and contemporary topics and examples, and discusses hot button
issues wherever relevant. The book draws primarily on cases and issues in the United States, but

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/twenty-lessons-in-environmental-sociology.pdf


given the global character of food and agriculture, it also incorporates relevant examples from other
countries.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental
Sociology: Volume 2 Katharine Legun, Julie C. Keller, Michael Carolan, Michael M. Bell,
2020-12-03 The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Sociology is a go-to resource for
cutting-edge research in the field. This two-volume work covers the rich theoretic foundations of the
sub-discipline, as well as novel approaches and emerging areas of research that add vitality and
momentum to the discipline. Over the course of sixty chapters, the authors featured in this work
reach new levels of theoretical depth, incorporating a global scope and diversity of cases. This book
explores the broad scope of crucial disciplinary ideas and areas of research, extending its
investigation to the trajectories of thought that led to their unfolding. This unique work serves as an
invaluable tool for all those working in the nexus of environment and society.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental
Sociology: Volume 1 Katharine Legun, Julie C. Keller, Michael Carolan, Michael M. Bell,
2020-12-03 The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Sociology is a go-to resource for
cutting-edge research in the field. This two-volume work covers the rich theoretic foundations of the
sub-discipline, as well as novel approaches and emerging areas of research that add vitality and
momentum to the discipline. Over the course of sixty chapters, the authors featured in this work
reach new levels of theoretical depth, incorporating a global scope and diversity of cases. This book
explores the broad scope of crucial disciplinary ideas and areas of research, extending its
investigation to the trajectories of thought that led to their unfolding. This unique work serves as an
invaluable tool for all those working in the nexus of environment and society.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Environmental Sociology and Social
Transformation Magnus Boström, Rolf Lidskog, 2024-06-07 Environmental Sociology and Social
Transformation demonstrates how sociological theory and research are critical for understanding
the social drivers of global environmental destruction and the conditions for transformative change.
Written by two professors of sociology who are deeply involved in the international community of
environmental sociology, Magnus Boström and Rolf Lidskog argue that we need to better
understand society as well as the fundamentally social nature of environmental problems and how
they can be addressed. The authors provide answers to why so many unsustainable practices are
maintained and supported by institutions and actors despite widespread knowledge of their negative
consequences. Employing a pluralistic sociological approach to the study of social transformations,
the book is divided into five key themes: Causes, Distributions, Understandings, Barriers, and
Transformation. Overall, the book offers an integrative and comprehensive understanding of the
social dimension of (un)sustainability, societal inertia, and conditions for transformative change. It
provides the reader with references from classic and contemporary sociology and uses pedagogical
features including boxes and questions for discussion to help embed learning. Arguing that a broad
and deep social transformation is needed to avoid a global civilization crisis, Environmental
Sociology and Social Transformation will be a great resource for students and scholars who are
exploring current environmental challenges and the societal conditions for meeting them.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Experts and Campaigners Mercedes
Martínez-Iglesias, 2014-07-14 The papers assembled in this volume should enable readers to
understand what too many people today insistently misperceive. Environmental protection is not just
a special interest. It is an essential task for everyone. This book brings together texts by social
scientists from the United States, France and Spain. Their common frame of reference is the
dialectic between experts and activists in socio-environmental movements, as well as the concern
about changes, both cognitive and political, arising in that context.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Food Systems Governance Amanda Kennedy,
Jonathan Liljeblad, 2016-04-28 Sustainability and food production represent a major challenge to
society, with both consumption and supply sides posing practical and ethical dilemmas. This book
shows that food governance issues can occur in many ways and at many points along the food chain.



The risks and impacts, particularly with the increasing globalisation of food systems, are often
distributed in unequal ways. It is the role of law to form the pivot around which these issues are
addressed in society in the form of food governance mechanisms. The chapters in this book address
a range of issues in food governance revolving around questions of justice, fairness, equality and
human rights. They identify different issues regarding inequality in access and control over food
governance. Some address generic governance and institutional issues across a range of
international contexts, while others present case studies, including from Argentina, China, India,
Indonesia, Thailand, UK and West Africa. The book offers directions for reform of the law and legal
institutions to mitigate the dangers of inequality and promote greater fairness in food governance.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Transnational Environmental Crime Rob White,
2017-07-05 The essays selected for this volume illustrate the growing interest in and importance of
crime that is both environmental and transnational in nature. The topics covered range from
pollution and waste to biodiversity and wildlife crimes, and from the violation of human rights
associated with the exploitation of natural resources through to the criminogenic implications of
climate change. The collection provides insight into the nature and dynamics of this type of crime
and examines in detail who is harmed and what can be done about it. Differential victimisation and
contemporary developments in environmental law enforcement are also considered. Collectively,
these essays lay the foundations for a criminology that is forward looking, global in its purview, and
that deals with the key environmental issues of the present age.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Ecuador's Environmental Revolutions Tammy L.
Lewis, 2016-03-04 An account of the movement for sustainable development in Ecuador through
four eras: movement origins, neoliberal boom, neoliberal bust, and citizens' revolution. Ecuador is
biologically diverse, petroleum rich, and economically poor. Its extraordinary biodiversity has
attracted attention and funding from such transnational environmental organizations as
Conservation International, the World Wildlife Fund, and the United States Agency for International
Development. In Ecuador itself there are more than 200 environmental groups dedicated to
sustainable development, and the country's 2008 constitution grants constitutional rights to nature.
The current leftist government is committed both to lifting its people out of poverty and pursuing
sustainable development, but petroleum extraction is Ecuador's leading source of revenue. While
extraction generates economic growth, which supports the state's social welfare agenda, it also
causes environmental destruction. Given these competing concerns, will Ecuador be able to achieve
sustainability? In this book, Tammy Lewis examines the movement for sustainable development in
Ecuador through four eras: movement origins (1978 to 1987), neoliberal boom (1987 to 2000),
neoliberal bust (2000 to 2006), and citizens' revolution (2006 to 2015). Lewis presents a typology of
Ecuador's environmental organizations: ecoimperialists, transnational environmentalists from other
countries; ecodependents, national groups that partner with transnational groups; and ecoresisters,
home-grown environmentalists who reject the dominant development paradigm. She examines the
interplay of transnational funding, the Ecuadorian environmental movement, and the state's
environmental and development policies. Along the way, addressing literatures in environmental
sociology, social movements, and development studies, she explores what configuration of
forces—political, economic, and environmental—is most likely to lead to a sustainable balance
between the social system and the ecosystem.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Nature is a Battlefield Razmig Keucheyan,
2016-09-26 In the midst of the current ecological crisis, there is often lofty talk of the need for
humanity to ‘overcome its divisions’ and work together to tackle the big challenges of our time. But
as this new book by Razmig Keucheyan shows, the real picture is very different. Just take the case of
the siting of toxic waste landfills in the United States: if you want to know where waste is most likely
to be dumped, ask yourself where Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans and other racial minorities
live and where the poorest neighbourhoods are. This kind of ‘environmental racism’ is by no means
restricted to the United States: it is very much a global phenomenon. Keucheyan show how the
capitalist response to the crisis has been marked by a massive expansion in ‘environmental finance’.



From ‘carbon markets’ to ‘pollution permits’, ‘climate derivatives’ and ‘catastrophe bonds’, we are
seeing a proliferation of nature-related financial products. Instead of tackling the root of the
problem, the neoliberal strategy seeks to profit from environmental risks. Moreover, with the rise in
natural disasters, resource scarcity, food crises, the destabilization of the poles and oceans and the
prospect of tens of millions of ‘climate refugees’, Western powers are increasingly adopting a
military response to ecological problems. The Cold War is over: welcome to the ‘green wars’. From
New Orleans to the Siachen glacier via the Arctic floes, Keucheyan explores the landmark sites of
this new ‘climate geostrategy’. Through a sharp critique of the way capitalism responds to
environmental disaster, this innovative book provides a fresh perspective on some of the most
critical issues confronting our societies today.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Fractured Communities Anthony E. Ladd,
2018-03-23 While environmental disputes and conflicts over fossil fuel extraction have grown in
recent years, few issues have been as contentious in the twenty-first century as those surrounding
the impacts of unconventional natural gas and oil development using hydraulic drilling and
fracturing techniques—more commonly known as “fracking”—on local communities. In Fractured
Communities, Anthony E. Ladd and other leading environmental sociologists present a set of crucial
case studies analyzing the differential risk perceptions, socio-environmental impacts, and
mobilization of citizen protest (or quiescence) surrounding unconventional energy development and
hydraulic fracking in a number of key U.S. shale regions. Fractured Communities reveals how this
contested terrain is expanding, pushing the issue of fracking into the mainstream of the American
political arena.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Green Culture Kevin Wehr, 2011-06-28 This
volume provides an overview of the many ways in which culture cross-cuts everyday ecological
practices. The entries focus on the ways in which environmentalism is portrayed in the media and
how ecological communication happens. Through its 150 signed entries, this work provides readers
with photos, cross-references, and a resource guide.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Ecofamilism: Women, Religion, and
Environmental Protection in Taiwan Wan-Li Ho, 2016 Ecofamilism proposes a new analytical
framework, moving beyond ecofeminism, based on Western feminism and Christian theology, to
illuminate Taiwanese women's motivations and how they understand their role in the environmental
movement. Based on extensive interviews with women founders, leaders, and members of six
non-governmental, often religious-based, organizations from 1990-2015, the work presents
contemporary issues in Taiwan from the perspectives of social anthropology, geography,
inter-religious cooperation, and global ethics. Ecofamilism offers a new way of approaching life in
contemporary Asia, engaging more precisely with while authentically portraying the experiences of
Taiwanese women--whose gender roles are ancillary to motivations of family, religion, and society.
Its key concept of ecofamilism pairs the notions of ecology and family while drawing on Chinese
religio-cultural traditions of responsibility to the family to illuminate ecologically responsible
positions toward society, environment, and all living beings.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Divided Bodies Abigail A. Dumes, 2020-08-24
While many doctors claim that Lyme disease—a tick-borne bacterial infection—is easily diagnosed
and treated, other doctors and the patients they care for argue that it can persist beyond standard
antibiotic treatment in the form of chronic Lyme disease. In Divided Bodies, Abigail A. Dumes offers
an ethnographic exploration of the Lyme disease controversy that sheds light on the relationship
between contested illness and evidence-based medicine in the United States. Drawing on fieldwork
among Lyme patients, doctors, and scientists, Dumes formulates the notion of divided bodies: she
argues that contested illnesses are disorders characterized by the division of bodies of thought in
which the patient's experience is often in conflict with how it is perceived. Dumes also shows how
evidence-based medicine has paradoxically amplified differences in practice and opinion by
providing a platform of legitimacy on which interested parties—patients, doctors, scientists,
politicians—can make claims to medical truth.



  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Globalization, Development And Security In Asia
(In 4 Volumes) , 2014-04-28 Asian countries are undergoing rapid political, economic and social
transformations; meanwhile, there is a growing demand for knowing more about Asia. This Major
Reference Set is designed to help general readers as well as specialists to have a good grasp of the
latest developments in Asia in the key areas of economic growth, trade, energy, environment,
foreign policy and security.With 4 volumes, this set covers all major dimensions of Asia's political
economy. Contributors include both scholars and practitioners who provide first-hand description
and analysis of fundamental issues in Asia.Peace and political stability are of ultimate importance,
with Asia at the forefront of wealth creation in the global economy. Volume 1 unpacks and examines
the foreign policy strategies of key states and the role of regional institutions in responding to the
security demands of an Asian century.Volume 2 studies the strong economic integration through
trade and cross-border investment that has been essential to Asia. The region's future prosperity
depends on it being able to remain open and outward-looking. As Asia grows larger and richer, more
concerted efforts are required to surmount regional rivalry and to further strengthen the regional
architecture of economic cooperation.Volume 3 looks at the emerging economies' thirst for energy
that creates huge competition, around which domestic, regional, and international political economy
unfolds. Climate change and aspiration for sustainable development further complicate the
challenge.Volume 4 offers a comprehensive coverage of subjects on environment and sustainable
development in Asia with case studies of selected and representative countries that are at different
stages of economic development and facing different environment-related problems and challenges
in the twenty-first century.This interdisciplinary set is a fine example of international cooperation,
with contributors hailing from different parts of Asia as well as North America and Europe. It is a
must-have for anyone keen on understanding Asia's dynamic and changing scene.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Animals and the Environment Lisa Kemmerer,
2015-05-01 Contemporary Earth and animal activists rarely collaborate, perhaps because
environmentalists focus on species and ecosystems, while animal advocates look to the individual,
and neither seems to have much respect for the other. This diverse collection of essays highlights
common ground between earth and animal advocates, most notably the protection of wildlife and
personal dietary choice. If earth and animal advocates move beyond philosophical differences and
resultant divergent priorities, turning attention to shared goals, both will be more effective – and
both animals and the environment will benefit. Given the undeniable seriousness of the
environmental problems that we face, including climate change and species extinction, it is essential
that activists join forces. Drawing on a wide range of issues and disciplines, ranging from wildlife
management, hunting, and the work of NGOs to ethics, ecofeminism, religion and animal welfare,
this volume provides a stimulating collection of ideas and challenges for anyone else who cares
about the environment or animals.
  twenty lessons in environmental sociology: Soy, Globalization, and Environmental Politics in
South America Gustavo de L. T. Oliveira, Susanna B. Hecht, 2017-10-24 Soy in South America
constitutes one of the most spectacular booms of agro-industrial commodity production in the world.
It is the pinnacle of modernist agro-industrial practices, serving as a key nexus in food–feed–fuel
production that underpins the agribusiness–conservationist discourse of land sparing through
intensification. Yet soy production is implicated in multiple problems beyond deforestation, ranging
from pesticide drift and contamination to social exclusion and conflicts in frontier zones, to
concentration of wealth and income among the largest landowners and corporations. This book
explores in depth the complex dynamics of soy production from its diverse social settings to its
transnational connections, examining the politics of commodity and knowledge production, the role
of the state, and the reach of corporate power in everyday life across soy landscapes in South
America. Ultimately, the collection encourages us to search and struggle for agroecological
alternatives through which we may overcome the pitfalls of this massive transnational capitalist
agro-industry. This book was originally published as a special issue of The Journal of Peasant
Studies.
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