
thomas berry the great work
Thomas Berry and The Great Work: A Vision for Earth’s Future

thomas berry the great work is a phrase that carries deep meaning for those interested in
ecology, spirituality, and the future of our planet. Thomas Berry, a renowned cultural historian and
eco-theologian, introduced the concept of "The Great Work" as a call to humanity to shift its
relationship with the Earth. His vision goes beyond traditional environmentalism, urging a profound
transformation in how we understand our place in the universe and our responsibilities toward the
natural world.

In this article, we’ll explore who Thomas Berry was, what The Great Work entails, and why his ideas
remain crucial in today’s environmental and spiritual conversations. We’ll also delve into how Berry’s
wisdom can inspire practical steps toward healing our planet.

Who Was Thomas Berry?

Before diving into The Great Work, it’s important to know a bit about Thomas Berry himself. Born in
1914, Berry was a Catholic priest, a cultural historian, and a forward-thinking eco-philosopher. He
spent decades studying the intersection of culture, religion, and ecology, and he became a leading
voice in the emerging field of eco-theology.

Berry’s scholarship emphasized that the environmental crisis is not just a scientific or political issue
but a spiritual and cultural one. He believed that modern society’s disconnection from the natural
world is at the root of ecological degradation. His writings encourage a re-enchantment of the Earth —
seeing the planet as a sacred community rather than a mere resource to exploit.

Understanding The Great Work

The Meaning Behind The Great Work

At its core, The Great Work is Thomas Berry’s term for humanity’s collective task of transitioning from
a destructive relationship with the Earth to a mutually sustaining one. He described this as the
essential mission of our time — a work that requires a shift in consciousness and culture on a global
scale.

Berry saw The Great Work as a spiritual endeavor, one that involves recognizing the Earth as a living,
sacred entity deserving of reverence and care. This work is not just about environmental protection
but about creating a new story for humanity, one that honors our interconnectedness with all life.



Why Is It Called “The Great Work”?

The phrase “The Great Work” echoes ancient traditions where great tasks were often seen as sacred
missions or transformative challenges. For Berry, this work is great because it involves nothing less
than the survival and flourishing of the Earth community. It demands creativity, courage, and a
commitment to a future that respects all forms of life.

Key Principles of Thomas Berry’s Great Work

Thomas Berry outlined several guiding principles that help clarify what The Great Work entails:

Interconnectedness: Everything in the universe is related, from humans to plants, animals,
and even the elements. Understanding this web of relationships is essential.

Respect for the Earth: The planet is a sacred community, not a collection of resources to be
exploited.

New Cultural Story: Humanity needs to craft a new narrative that replaces the domination
and separation mindset with one of partnership and stewardship.

Spiritual Awakening: Ecological healing requires a shift in spiritual consciousness,
recognizing the divine in the natural world.

Responsibility: Every individual and society has a role in contributing to the health and future
of the Earth community.

These principles serve as a foundation for how people can approach environmental challenges in a
holistic and meaningful way.

Thomas Berry’s Influence on Environmental Thought

Berry’s ideas have significantly influenced modern environmentalism, especially in the fields of eco-
spirituality and deep ecology. His perspective helped broaden the conversation beyond policy and
science by adding a profound ethical and spiritual dimension.

Many contemporary thinkers and activists draw on Berry’s work to emphasize that solving ecological
crises requires inner transformation as much as external action. This has inspired movements that
integrate meditation, indigenous wisdom, and ecological restoration as part of a holistic approach to
healing the planet.



The Role of Education in The Great Work

Education plays a critical role in Berry’s vision. He advocated for teaching the next generations about
the Earth’s story — its geological, biological, and cultural evolution — to foster a deep sense of
belonging and responsibility.

Environmental education inspired by Berry encourages students to see themselves as participants in
the Earth’s ongoing story, empowering them to become active caretakers of the planet. This approach
contrasts with conventional education that often treats humans as separate from nature.

Applying The Great Work in Daily Life

While Thomas Berry’s Great Work is a grand, global concept, it is also deeply practical. Here are some
ways individuals can embody this vision in their everyday lives:

Practice Mindful Consumption: Being conscious of how our choices affect the Earth, from
food to energy use.

Connect with Nature Regularly: Spending time outdoors helps nurture a personal bond with
the environment.

Support Sustainable Initiatives: Engaging with organizations and policies that promote
ecological health.

Adopt a Holistic Mindset: Recognizing the interconnectedness of social, economic, and
ecological systems.

Engage in Community Action: Collaborating with others to restore local ecosystems and
build resilient communities.

These steps, inspired by Berry’s teachings, help transform abstract concepts into tangible practices
that contribute to The Great Work.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

The Great Work is not without its challenges. It demands profound cultural shifts in a world still largely
driven by consumerism and short-term thinking. Resistance to change, political inertia, and economic
pressures can make it difficult to realize Berry’s vision.

However, the growing awareness of climate change, biodiversity loss, and social inequalities presents
opportunities to embrace The Great Work more fully. Movements for environmental justice, renewable
energy, and indigenous rights align closely with Berry’s call for a new story and a deeper connection
to the Earth.



Integrating Indigenous Wisdom

An essential component of The Great Work is learning from indigenous cultures, which often embody
the values of respect and reciprocity with nature. Berry emphasized that the wisdom of these
communities can guide modern societies toward more sustainable and spiritual ways of living.

Listening to and amplifying indigenous voices is a vital step in progressing The Great Work on a global
scale.

Why Thomas Berry’s Great Work Matters Today

In an era marked by environmental crises and global uncertainty, Thomas Berry’s Great Work remains
a beacon of hope. It reminds us that the solutions to our planetary challenges are not only technical
or scientific but deeply cultural and spiritual.

By embracing Berry’s vision, humanity can begin to rewrite its story — from one of exploitation and
disconnection to one of reverence, responsibility, and renewal. This transformative journey invites
everyone to participate, making The Great Work a shared human endeavor that transcends borders,
disciplines, and generations.

Whether you are an environmentalist, a spiritual seeker, or simply someone who cares about the
future, engaging with Thomas Berry the great work offers profound insights and inspiration for
meaningful action.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Thomas Berry and what is 'The Great Work' he
referred to?
Thomas Berry was a cultural historian and ecotheologian who coined the term 'The Great Work' to
describe humanity's collective task of transitioning from a destructive presence on Earth to a mutually
enhancing member of the planetary community.

What does Thomas Berry mean by 'The Great Work'?
By 'The Great Work,' Thomas Berry means the profound and urgent challenge of reorienting human
society towards ecological sustainability and harmony with the Earth, ensuring the well-being of all
life forms.

How does 'The Great Work' relate to environmentalism?
‘The Great Work’ is fundamentally an environmental and spiritual call to action, emphasizing the need
for humans to recognize their interconnectedness with the natural world and to adopt sustainable
practices to protect the planet.



What role does spirituality play in Thomas Berry's concept of
'The Great Work'?
Spirituality is central to Berry's concept, as he believed that a new Earth-centered spirituality is
essential for inspiring humans to respect and care for the Earth, fostering an ethical relationship with
the environment.

Why is 'The Great Work' considered relevant in today's
context?
'The Great Work' remains relevant today due to ongoing environmental crises such as climate change
and biodiversity loss, highlighting the urgent need for collective human effort to create sustainable
and regenerative ways of living.

Additional Resources
Thomas Berry and The Great Work: A Transformative Vision for Earth’s Future

thomas berry the great work represents a profound philosophical and ecological concept that has
gained significant attention in environmental and spiritual circles. Berry, a cultural historian and
ecotheologian, introduced "The Great Work" as a call to humanity's collective responsibility to restore
and sustain the Earth’s ecological balance. His vision transcends traditional environmentalism,
weaving together science, spirituality, and cultural evolution in a holistic framework. This article
delves into the core themes of Berry’s Great Work, exploring its implications, foundational ideas, and
enduring relevance in today’s ecological discourse.

Understanding Thomas Berry’s Vision of The Great
Work

Thomas Berry’s Great Work is not merely a philosophical abstraction but a practical and urgent
mission for humanity. At its essence, the Great Work challenges individuals and societies to shift from
a dominion-over-nature mindset to one of active partnership with the Earth community. Berry argued
that modern civilization is at a critical juncture where continuing destructive practices risks
irreversible environmental degradation and cultural disintegration.

Berry’s approach is deeply interdisciplinary. He integrated insights from ecology, history, religion, and
cosmology to articulate a narrative in which humans are participants in the Earth’s evolutionary
process rather than detached observers. His work underscores the need for a new story—a cultural
myth—that redefines human identity in relation to the natural world.

The Historical Context of The Great Work

Originating in the late 20th century, Berry’s Great Work was shaped by the growing environmental
crises and the recognition that technological advancement alone could not solve systemic ecological



problems. During this period, concepts like sustainable development and environmental ethics were
gaining traction, but Berry’s contribution was unique in its spiritual and cosmological dimensions.

He viewed the Great Work as a continuation of humanity’s ancient spiritual quest, now necessitated
by the ecological emergencies of the modern age. In this sense, The Great Work is both a renewal of
indigenous wisdom about living harmoniously with nature and an innovative call to address
contemporary environmental challenges.

Core Principles of Thomas Berry’s The Great Work

Berry’s articulation of The Great Work rests on several foundational principles that have influenced
environmental philosophy and activism:

1. The Universe as a Communion of Subjects

Berry urged a shift from an objectifying view of nature toward seeing the universe as a community of
subjects. This means recognizing the intrinsic value of all living beings and acknowledging that
humans are just one member of a vast ecological network. This perspective challenges
anthropocentrism and promotes biocentrism or ecocentrism.

2. The Need for a New Cultural Story

Central to Berry’s thought is the idea that humanity needs a new mythic narrative to replace outdated
stories that justify exploitation of the Earth. The Great Work involves crafting and living according to a
story that honors the Earth’s sacredness and our role as caretakers rather than conquerors.

3. Interdependence and Sustainability

Berry emphasized the interconnectedness of ecological systems, underscoring that the health of
human societies depends on the health of the planet. The Great Work is thus inseparable from
sustainable practices that preserve biodiversity, clean air and water, and stable climates.

4. Integration of Science and Spirituality

Unlike some environmental frameworks that prioritize scientific data alone, Berry’s Great Work calls
for integrating scientific understanding with spiritual wisdom. This holistic approach fosters deeper
respect for the Earth and motivates ethical responsibility.



The Great Work in Practice: Implications and
Challenges

Implementing Thomas Berry’s Great Work presents both opportunities and challenges. On one hand,
it inspires diverse movements—from ecological restoration projects to faith-based environmental
initiatives—to adopt a more profound, ethical approach to nature. For example, many indigenous
communities’ practices align with Berry’s vision, emphasizing reciprocity with the land.

On the other hand, the Great Work demands fundamental shifts in economic, political, and social
systems that currently prioritize short-term gains over long-term ecological health. This systemic
transformation is complex, requiring collaboration across disciplines and cultures.

Comparisons with Other Environmental Philosophies

Berry’s Great Work can be contrasted with other environmental paradigms such as deep ecology,
ecofeminism, and conservation biology. While deep ecology shares Berry’s emphasis on intrinsic
value of nature, Berry’s framework uniquely integrates cultural and spiritual dimensions.
Ecofeminism’s focus on the intersections between social justice and ecological health complements
Berry’s call for a new cultural story but centers more explicitly on gender dynamics. Conservation
biology tends to focus on scientific management of ecosystems, whereas Berry’s work invites a
broader cultural and ethical engagement.

Legacy and Influence of Thomas Berry the Great Work

Since Berry’s passing in 2009, his Great Work has continued to inspire scholars, activists, and
educators worldwide. Institutions dedicated to his ideas foster interdisciplinary dialogue and promote
educational curricula that emphasize ecological literacy and spiritual connection.

Several organizations and publications have incorporated Berry’s concepts into their frameworks,
advocating for policies that reflect ecological sustainability and cultural renewal. The Great Work also
resonates strongly within the climate change movement, offering a philosophical foundation for
envisioning a just and sustainable future.

Key Features Driving The Great Work’s Enduring Appeal

Holistic Integration: Combining science, spirituality, and culture makes Berry’s approach
uniquely comprehensive.

Ethical Urgency: The Great Work highlights moral responsibility at a time of ecological crisis.

Transformative Vision: Encourages not just conservation but a fundamental reimagining of
humanity’s role on Earth.



Cross-Cultural Relevance: Draws from indigenous traditions, modern science, and global
spiritualities.

Challenges in Communicating and Applying The Great
Work

Despite its profound insights, Thomas Berry’s Great Work faces obstacles in broader adoption. Its
conceptual depth and spiritual framing may be difficult to translate into policy and everyday practice.
Moreover, entrenched economic systems and political interests often resist the kind of systemic
change Berry advocates.

Communicating the Great Work to diverse audiences requires careful balancing of its philosophical
richness with accessible language and actionable strategies. Environmental educators and activists
continue to explore ways to make Berry’s vision more tangible and impactful at local, national, and
global levels.

The Great Work remains a compelling framework that challenges humanity to rethink its relationship
with the Earth in ways that are deeply ethical and ecologically informed. As environmental pressures
intensify, Berry’s call for a new cultural story and a collective commitment to healing the planet is
more relevant than ever. His legacy invites ongoing reflection and action toward a future where
humans live in true harmony with the natural world.

Thomas Berry The Great Work

  thomas berry the great work: The Great Work Thomas Berry, 2000-11-14 Thomas Berry is
one of the most eminent cultural historians of our time. Here he presents the culmination of his
ideas and urges us to move from being a disrupting force on the Earth to a benign presence. This
transition is the Great Work -- the most necessary and most ennobling work we will ever undertake.
Berry's message is not one of doom but of hope. He reminds society of its function, particularly the
universities and other educational institutions whose role is to guide students into an appreciation
rather than an exploitation of the world around them. Berry is the leading spokesperson for the
Earth, and his profound ecological insight illuminates the path we need to take in the realms of
ethics, politics, economics, and education if both we and the planet are to survive.
  thomas berry the great work: Summary of Thomas Berry's The Great Work Everest Media,,
2022-05-19T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 The Great Work is to lead human thought into spiritual experiences of time and
eternity and their mutual presence to each other with a unique subtlety of expression. The First
Americans accomplished this through their ceremonies, such as the Great Thanksgiving ritual of the
Iroquois, the sweat lodge and the vision quest of the Plains Indians, and the Chantways of the
Navaho. #2 The Great Work now, as we move into a new millennium, is to carry out the transition
from a period of human devastation of the Earth to a period when humans would be present to the
planet in a mutually beneficial manner. #3 The deepest cause of the present devastation is found in
a mode of consciousness that has established a radical discontinuity between the human and other
modes of being. The other-than-human modes of being are seen as having no rights, and they are
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used by the human. #4 The 19th century was when the sense of need for grandeur in the natural
world began. The conservationists of the 20th century were the beginning of what would become a
growing concern for our responsibility to the generations who will live in the 21st century.
  thomas berry the great work: Understanding Thomas Berry's Great Work Herman F. Greene,
2000
  thomas berry the great work: Earth's Journey Into Hope: Reflections on Thomas Berry's
Great Work Brian Edward Brown, 2024-08-28 Amid the dire immediacy of present crises, Living the
Way encourages readers to remember our human past and step into our planetary future with the
spiritual energy of Thomas Berry. This book critically reflects on the impact and hope of Berry's
landmark text The Great Work twenty-five years on from its original publication. In many ways,
collective attention to and action for ecological justice has heightened in the intervening years. In
yet others, despair, gloom, and an insidious fatalism have grown in the face of multinational powers
and crises. With Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim, Brian Edward Brown reflects on where we have
been to energize today's movements for ecological well-being in their own great work.
  thomas berry the great work: Thomas Berry Mary Evelyn Tucker, John Grim, Andrew
Angyal, 2019-06-04 Thomas Berry (1914–2009) was one of the twentieth century’s most prescient
and profound thinkers. As a cultural historian, he sought a broader perspective on humanity’s
relationship to the earth in order to respond to the ecological and social challenges of our times.
This first biography of Berry illuminates his remarkable vision and its continuing relevance for
achieving transformative social change and environmental renewal. Berry began his studies in
Western history and religions and then expanded to include Asian and indigenous religions, which
he taught at Fordham University, Barnard College, and Columbia University. Drawing on his
explorations of history, he came to see the evolutionary process as a story that could help restore the
continuity of humans with the natural world. Berry urged humans to recognize their place on a
planet with complex ecosystems in a vast, evolving universe. He sought to replace the modern
alienation from nature with a sense of intimacy and responsibility. Berry called for new forms of
ecological education, law, and spirituality, as well as the creation of resilient agricultural systems,
bioregions, and ecocities. At a time of growing environmental crisis, this biography shows the
ongoing significance of Berry’s conception of human interdependence with the earth as part of the
unfolding journey of the universe.
  thomas berry the great work: Thomas Berry, Dreamer of the Earth Ervin Laszlo, Allan Combs,
2011-01-27 A tribute to the visionary contributions and prophetic writings of Thomas Berry, spiritual
ecologist and father of environmentalism • Contains 10 essays by eminent philosophers, thinkers,
and scientists in the field of ecology and sustainability, including Matthew Fox, Joanna Macy, Duane
Elgin, Sean Esbjörn-Hargens, Ervin Laszlo, and Allan Combs • Calls for a transformation of
consciousness to resolve today’s global ecological and human challenges • Includes a little-known
but essential essay by Thomas Berry When cultural historian and spiritual ecologist Thomas Berry,
described by Newsweek magazine as “the most provocative figure among the new breed of
eco-theologians,” passed away in 2009 at age 94, he left behind a dream of healing the “Earth
community.” In his numerous lectures, books, and essays, Berry proclaimed himself a scholar of the
earth, a “geologian,” and diligently advocated for a return to Earth-based spirituality. This anthology
presents 10 essays from leading philosophers, scientists, and spiritual visionaries--including
Matthew Fox, Joanna Macy, Duane Elgin, Sean Esbjörn-Hargens, Ervin Laszlo, and Allan Combs--on
the genius of Berry’s work and his quest to resolve our global ecological and spiritual challenges, as
well as a little-known but essential essay by Berry himself. Revealing Berry’s insights as far ahead of
their time, these essays reiterate the radical nature of his ideas and the urgency of his most
important conclusion: that money and technology cannot solve our problems, rather, we must
reestablish the indigenous connection with universal consciousness and return to our fundamental
spontaneous nature--still evident in our dreams--in order to navigate our ecological challenges
successfully.
  thomas berry the great work: Thomas Berry Tucker, Mary Evelyn, Grim, John , 2016-01-12



Thomas Berry (1914-2009), was a priest, a'geologian, 'and a historian of religions. He was an early
and significant voice awakening religious sensibilities to the environmental crisis. He is particularly
well-known for articulating a'universe story'that explores the world-changing implications of
contemporary science. Berry pointed the way to an ecological spirituality attuned to our place in
nature and giving rise to an ethic of responsibility and care for the Earth.
  thomas berry the great work: The Cosmic Common Good Daniel P. Scheid, 2016 In this book,
Daniel Scheid draws on Catholic social thought as a foundation for a new type of interreligious
ecological ethics, which he calls the cosmic common good. By placing this concept in dialogue with
tenets from other spiritual traditions, such as Hindu dharmic ecology, Buddhist interdependence,
and American Indian balance, Scheid constructs a theologically authentic moral framework that
re-envisions humanity's role in the universe.
  thomas berry the great work: Earth's Journey into Hope Brown, Brian Edward, 2024-09-25
  thomas berry the great work: The Intellectual Journey of Thomas Berry Heather Eaton,
2014-04-02 Thomas Berry had a gentle yet mesmerizing and luminescent presence that was evident
to anyone who spent time with him. His intellectual scope and erudite manner were compelling, and
the breadth, depth, clarity, and elegance of his vision was breathtaking. Berry was an intellectual
giant and cultural visionary of extraordinary stature. Thomas Berry’s vast knowledge of history,
religions, and cultural histories is a unique blend revealing a genuine, original thinker. The
ecological crisis, in all its manifestations, came to dominate Berry’s concerns. He perceived that the
greatest need was to offer the possibility of a viable future for an Earth community. Many know of
his proposal for a functional cosmology, the need for a new story, and a vital Earth sensitive
spirituality. Few know of his rich and varied intellectual journey. The Intellectual Journey of Thomas
Berry: Imagining the Earth Community is about the roots and insights hidden within his ecological,
spiritual proposal. These essays, written by experts on Thomas Berry’s work, probe into, and reveal
distinct themes that permeate his work, in gratitude for his contribution to the Earth.
  thomas berry the great work: The Lens of Ecological Law Carla Sbert, 2020-04-24 Containing
an in-depth study of the emerging theory and core of ecological law, this book insightfully proposes a
'lens of ecological law' through which the disparity between current laws and ecological law can be
assessed. The lens consists of three principles: ecocentrism, ecological primacy and ecological
justice. These principles are used within the book to explore and analyse the challenges and
opportunities related to the transition to ecological law and to examine three key mining case
studies.
  thomas berry the great work: Environment Jules Pretty, 2006-06-23 This four-volume set
explores the locations where the environment matters most such as where people are poor, where
environments are under threat (such as on frontiers), where there are few natural resources
remaining, and where industrialization is rampant. It will also explore these concerns at different
system levels, from local-community, to regional, national and global. It will also explore costs of
damage to the very resources on which economies rely, and the values of environmental goods and
services and the controversies surrounding such valuations. It is organized around
environment-people interactions (livelihoods, poverty, income, economic growth);
environment-environment interactions (do people matter?); and people-people interactions
(collective action challenges, institutions).
  thomas berry the great work: Looking Beyond Rosemary Johnson, 2020-05-14 Looking
Beyond: Invitation to Understanding Global Sustainability By: Rosemary Johnson Looking Beyond:
Invitation to Understanding Global Sustainability encourages all humans to realize that each of us
shares a responsibility for the present environmental crisis. A combination biography with personal
passion and research, Rosemary Johnson will inspire you to expand your way of thinking,
emphasizing that one person can make a difference in the world—even you!
  thomas berry the great work: PaGaian Cosmology Glenys Livingstone, 2005 PaGaian
Cosmology brings together a religious practice of seasonal ritual based in a contemporary scientific
sense of the cosmos and female imagery for the Sacred. The author situates this original synthesis in



her context of being female and white European transplanted to the Southern Hemisphere. Her
sense of alienation from her place, which is personal, cultural and cosmic, fires a cosmology that
re-stories Goddess metaphor of Virgin-Mother-Crone as a pattern of Creativity, which unfolds the
cosmos, manifests in Earth's life, and may be known intimately. PaGaian Cosmology is an
ecospirituality grounded in indigenous Western religious celebration of the Earth-Sun annual cycle.
By linking to story of the unfolding universe this practice can be deepened, and a sense of the Triple
Goddess-central to the cycle and known in ancient cultures-developed as a dynamic innate to all
being. The ritual scripts and the process of ritual events presented here, may be a journey into
self-knowledge through personal, communal and ecological story: the self to be known is one that is
integral with place. PaGaian Cosmology may be used as a resource for individuals or groups seeking
new forms of devotional expression and an Earth-based pathway to wisdom within.
  thomas berry the great work: Living Cosmology Tucker, Mary Evelyn, Grim, John, 2016-04-13
  thomas berry the great work: The Forgiveness Handbook The Editors at Skylight Paths,
Editors at Skylight Paths Publishing, 2014-11-03 Inspiration and encouragement from across faith
traditions for all who seek hope and wholeness through letting go. “The burden of a grudge,
resentment or bitterness is not fully understood until the act of forgiving another lifts it and the
freedom of grace given is experienced. How weighed down we are with being unforgiving! When you
truly forgive from the heart … you know it by the liberation of your own soul.” —Rev. Timothy J.
Mooney, in “A Choice and a Gift” Old wounds can bind up your heart and keep you from fully
loving—and fully living—in the present. Your pain may come from devastating trauma or
unconscious resentment from accumulated everyday grievances. No matter the depth of the hurt,
true healing comes from the courage to face the past and begin the process of letting go. These
offerings of warmth and wisdom from many different faiths, backgrounds and perspectives will
encourage you to begin your own journey toward the wholeness and freedom that comes from true
forgiveness. CONTRIBUTORS: Marcus Aurelius • Nancy L. Bieber • Rev. Carolyne Call • Rev. Dr.
Joan Brown Campbell • Nancy Barrett Chickerneo, PhD • Paul Wesley Chilcote, PhD • William
Cleary •Nancy Corcoran, CSJ • Linda Douty • Rabbi Ted Falcon • Marcia Ford • Marie M. Fortune •
Tamar Frankiel, PhD • Rabbi Edwin Goldberg, DHL • Caren Goldman • Rev. Steven Greenebaum •
Judy Greenfeld • Kent Ira Groff • Diana L. Guerrero • Karyn D. Kedar • Kay Lindahl • Rabbi David
Lyon • Pastor Don Mackenzie • St. Maximos • Ron Miller • Diane M. Millis, PhD • Rev. Timothy J.
Mooney • John Philip Newell • Linda Novick • Rev. Larry J. Peacock • Gordon Peerman • M. Basil
Pennington, OCSO • Jan Phillips • Susan Quinn • Imam Jamal Rahman • Marty Richards, MSW,
LCSW • The Rev. Canon C.K. Robertson, PhD • Rev. Nanette Sawyer • Rev. Donna Schaper •
Katharine Jefferts Schori • Rami Shapiro • Louise Silk • Rev. Susan Sparks • Aaron Spevack, PhD •
Rabbi Elie Kaplan Spitz • Molly and Bernie Srode • Tom Stella • Sohaib N. Sultan • Terry Taylor •
Yoland Trevino • Rev. Jane E. Vennard • The Rev. Peter Wallace • Cynthia Winton-Henry
  thomas berry the great work: The Rebirthing of God John Philip Newell, 2014-06-06 Dare to
imagine a new birth from deep within Christianity, a fresh stirring of the Spirit. “The walls of
Western Christianity are collapsing. In many parts of the West that collapse can only be described as
seismic.... There are three main responses or reactions to this collapse. The first is to deny that it is
happening. The second is to frantically try to shore up the foundations of the old thing. The third,
which I invite us into, is to ask what is trying to be born that requires a radical reorientation of our
vision. What is the new thing that is trying to emerge from deep within us and from deep within the
collective soul of Christianity?” —from the Introduction In the midst of dramatic changes in Western
Christianity, internationally respected spiritual leader, peacemaker and scholar John Philip Newell
offers the hope of a fresh stirring of the Spirit among us. He invites us to be part of a new holy birth
of sacred living. Speaking directly to the heart of Christians—those within the well-defined bounds of
Christian practice and those on the disenchanted edges—as well as to the faithful and seekers of
other traditions, he explores eight major features of a new birthing of Christianity: Coming back into
relationship with the Earth as sacred Reconnecting with compassion as the ground of true
relationship Celebrating the Light that is at the heart of all life Reverencing the wisdom of other



religious traditions Rediscovering spiritual practice as the basis for transformation Living the way of
nonviolence among nations Looking to the unconscious as the wellspring of new vision Following
love as the seed-force of new birth in our lives and world
  thomas berry the great work: From Democracy to Biocracy W. Thomson Martin, 2016-02-25
In his second book W. Thomson Martin brings together the liberating force of outrage in service to
life with the meditative rhythms of connecting to nature --- plants, animals, rivers and mountains. In
the tradition of Thomas Berry and Joanna Macy, Tom inspires the reader to explore healing trails
that can lead us from self-destructive behaviour to a healthier way of being human.From encounters
with bears and foxes to the intricacies of biocratic urban design, this book in equal measure inspires,
guides and restores courage and spirit.
  thomas berry the great work: Ecotherapy Linda Buzzell, Craig Chalquist, 2010-07-01 In the
14 years since Sierra Club Books published Theodore Roszak, Mary E. Gomes, and Allen D. Kanner's
groundbreaking anthology, Ecopsychology: Restoring the Earth, Healing the Mind, the editors of this
new volume have often been asked: Where can I find out more about the psyche–world connection?
How can I do hands–on work in this area? Ecotherapy was compiled to answer these and other
urgent questions. Ecotherapy, or applied ecopsychology, encompasses a broad range of
nature–based methods of psychological healing, grounded in the crucial fact that people are
inseparable from the rest of nature and nurtured by healthy interaction with the Earth. Leaders in
the field, including Robert Greenway, and Mary Watkins, contribute essays that take into account
the latest scientific understandings and the deepest indigenous wisdom. Other key thinkers, from
Bill McKibben to Richard Louv to Joanna Macy, explore the links among ecotherapy, spiritual
development, and restoring community. As mental–health professionals find themselves challenged
to provide hard evidence that their practices actually work, and as costs for traditional modes of
psychotherapy rise rapidly out of sight, this book offers practitioners and interested lay readers alike
a spectrum of safe, effective alternative approaches backed by a growing body of research.
  thomas berry the great work: The Journey of Soul Initiation Bill Plotkin, 2021-01-12 Soul
initiation is an essential spiritual adventure that most of the world has forgotten — or not yet
discovered. Here, visionary ecopsychologist Bill Plotkin maps this journey, one that has not been
previously illuminated in the contemporary Western world and yet is vital for the future of our
species and our planet. Based on the experiences of thousands of people, this book provides
phase-by-phase guidance for the descent to soul — the dissolution of current identity; the encounter
with the mythopoetic mysteries of soul; and the metamorphosis of the ego into a cocreator of
life-enhancing culture. Plotkin illustrates each phase of this riveting and sometimes hazardous
odyssey with fascinating stories from many people, including those he has guided. Throughout he
weaves an in-depth exploration of Carl Jung’s Red Book — and an innovative framework for
understanding it.
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