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The Silk Road: A New History by Valerie Hansen

the silk road a new history valerie hansen offers a fresh and compelling perspective on one of the most
fascinating networks of trade and cultural exchange in human history. Unlike traditional narratives that
often romanticize the Silk Road as a singular, continuous route dominated by camel caravans and exotic
goods, Hansen’s work dives deeper into the complex realities of the ancient trade routes. Her book sheds light on
lesser-known aspects of the Silk Road, emphasizing everyday interactions, local networks, and the diverse
peoples who contributed to this vast system. If you’ve ever been curious about how the Silk Road truly
operated beyond the myths, Hansen’s research provides eye-opening insights.

Rethinking the Silk Road: Valerie Hansen’s Approach

Valerie Hansen, a historian specializing in ancient China and Central Asia, challenges many long-held
assumptions about the Silk Road’s history. Instead of focusing solely on the famous luxury goods—such as
silk, spices, and precious metals—her analysis highlights the importance of ordinary items and the human stories
behind the trade. Hansen argues that the Silk Road was not just a single fixed path but a diverse network of
routes that shifted over time depending on political, environmental, and economic factors.

Her approach is grounded in archaeological evidence, ancient texts, and a critical examination of previous
scholarship. This method allows readers to appreciate the Silk Road as a dynamic, multifaceted phenomenon
that connected not only empires but also small villages, nomadic tribes, and bustling market towns. The Silk
Road, in Hansen’s telling, becomes a tapestry woven from countless individual journeys and exchanges.

The Silk Road Beyond Silk: Everyday Goods and Exchange

One of the key revelations in "The Silk Road: A New History" is the focus on everyday commodities that rarely
get the spotlight. While silk remains iconic, Hansen points out that items like salt, grains, pottery, and simple
tools were just as crucial in sustaining the interconnected economies along the trade routes. These goods
facilitated not only commerce but also cultural diffusion and technological transfer.

By emphasizing these practical exchanges, Hansen paints a picture of the Silk Road as a lifeline for communities
rather than merely a corridor for luxury items. This perspective helps readers understand how the Silk Road
influenced daily life for millions of people across Asia, from the deserts of Central Asia to the bustling cities
of China and beyond.

Geography and Routes: Mapping the Silk Road in Hansen’s Narrative

Understanding the geography of the Silk Road is essential to grasping its complexity, and Valerie Hansen’s book
excels in clarifying this often confusing aspect. She breaks down the Silk Road into multiple routes—both
overland and maritime—and explains how these paths evolved over centuries.

Overland Routes: More Than Just Caravans

The classic image of the Silk Road is one of camel caravans trekking across arid deserts and rugged mountains.
Hansen agrees that these routes were vital but stresses that the Silk Road was not a single highway but a
web of interconnected trails. People traveled on foot, horseback, and by pack animals, adapting to terrain and
political circumstances.



Moreover, Hansen highlights the role of smaller, lesser-known routes that connected local markets and
facilitated regional trade. These networks often shifted with changes in empire borders, natural disasters, or
the rise and fall of cities, reflecting a highly adaptive system.

Maritime Silk Road: The Forgotten Sea Lanes

While many think of the Silk Road as primarily land-based, Hansen’s new history brings the maritime Silk Road
into focus. Sea routes across the South China Sea, the Indian Ocean, and beyond were just as important for
moving goods and ideas between East Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, and even Africa.

The maritime Silk Road allowed for larger volumes of goods to be transported more efficiently than overland
routes, and it connected a diverse range of cultures and economies. Hansen’s inclusion of these sea lanes
broadens our understanding of how interconnected the ancient world truly was.

People of the Silk Road: Diverse Cultures and Interactions

Valerie Hansen’s exploration goes beyond goods and geography to highlight the human dimension of the Silk
Road. The routes were home to a rich mosaic of cultures, languages, and religions, all interacting in ways
that shaped the course of history.

Merchants, Nomads, and Settlers

The Silk Road was not dominated by a single group but involved a multitude of peoples—from settled farmers
and traders to nomadic herders and urban artisans. Hansen’s narrative brings these actors to life, showing how
their interactions were essential for the flow of goods and ideas.

Merchants were often multilingual and culturally adaptable, able to navigate complex political landscapes.
Nomads served as guides and protectors of the routes, sometimes controlling critical passes or oases. Settled
communities provided rest stops, markets, and cultural hubs where travelers could exchange not only goods
but also stories and beliefs.

Religious and Cultural Exchange

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Silk Road is how it facilitated religious and cultural diffusion.
Hansen documents how Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Zoroastrianism, and other faiths traveled along these
routes, influencing distant societies.

Art, music, and scientific knowledge also flowed along the Silk Road, often blending to create new cultural
expressions. Hansen’s book illustrates how the Silk Road was not just a commercial enterprise but a conduit
for human creativity and spiritual exchange.

Archaeology and Textual Evidence: Foundations of Hansen’s
Research

What sets "The Silk Road: A New History" apart is Valerie Hansen’s careful use of both archaeological
findings and ancient texts. This combination allows her to reconstruct a more nuanced and grounded history.



Material Culture and Artifacts

Archaeological discoveries along the routes—such as coins, pottery shards, textiles, and
inscriptions—provide tangible evidence of trade and cultural interaction. Hansen uses these artifacts to
challenge stereotypes and uncover the day-to-day realities of Silk Road life.

For example, findings in desert cities reveal how merchants stored goods and managed long-distance trade.
Inscriptions in multiple languages testify to the multicultural nature of Silk Road communities. These material
clues help paint a vivid picture that goes beyond written records.

Ancient Texts and Historical Records

Hansen also draws from Chinese dynastic histories, travelogues, and foreign accounts to trace the Silk
Road’s evolution. By cross-referencing these documents with physical evidence, she corrects misconceptions and
fills gaps in the historical narrative.

This scholarly rigor makes the book valuable not only for general readers but also for students and
researchers interested in Asian history and intercultural exchange.

Why Valerie Hansen’s New History Matters Today

In a world increasingly fascinated by globalization and cultural connectivity, Hansen’s fresh take on the Silk
Road offers lessons that resonate today. Her work encourages us to see history as a complex interplay of
local and global forces, reminding us of the importance of cultural diversity and cooperation.

Understanding the Silk Road through Hansen’s lens helps us appreciate how interconnected human societies have
always been, long before the modern era. It also challenges us to rethink simplistic narratives about trade,
culture, and identity.

Whether you’re a history enthusiast, a student, or just curious about the ancient world, "The Silk Road: A
New History" by Valerie Hansen opens a window onto the past that is both informative and inspiring. It invites
readers to explore the Silk Road not just as a route but as a vibrant network of human stories that continue
to influence our world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Valerie Hansen's book 'The Silk Road: A New
History'?

Valerie Hansen's book offers a comprehensive and revised history of the Silk Road, challenging traditional
views by emphasizing the diversity of routes, goods, and cultures involved rather than a single linear path.

How does Valerie Hansen's approach differ from previous histories of the
Silk Road?

Hansen uses recent archaeological findings and historical sources to argue that the Silk Road was not a
single route but a complex network of interconnected paths, highlighting the importance of maritime routes and
lesser-known land corridors.



What time period does 'The Silk Road: A New History' cover?

The book covers the Silk Road's history from ancient times through the late medieval period, focusing on the
evolution of trade and cultural exchange over centuries.

Does Valerie Hansen discuss the role of women on the Silk Road in her book?

Yes, Hansen includes discussions about the roles and experiences of women along the Silk Road, providing a more
inclusive and nuanced understanding of Silk Road societies.

What impact does 'The Silk Road: A New History' claim the Silk Road had on
global history?

The book argues that the Silk Road facilitated significant cultural, technological, and economic exchanges
that shaped civilizations across Asia, Europe, and beyond, contributing to globalization long before the
modern era.

Are there any myths or misconceptions about the Silk Road that Hansen
addresses?

Hansen challenges several myths, such as the idea that silk was the primary trade good or that the Silk Road
was a single, continuous route, instead presenting a more complex and varied picture of trade and interaction.

Is 'The Silk Road: A New History' accessible to general readers or is it more
academic?

Valerie Hansen's book is written for both general readers and scholars, offering clear explanations and
engaging narratives while grounded in rigorous research and evidence.

Additional Resources
The Silk Road: A New History by Valerie Hansen – A Revelatory Exploration of Ancient Connectivity

the silk road a new history valerie hansen offers a groundbreaking reassessment of one of history’s most
renowned trade networks. Valerie Hansen, a distinguished historian and Yale professor, challenges
longstanding perceptions about the Silk Road’s scope, function, and cultural significance. Her work delves into
the complex realities of this ancient trade route, moving beyond the typical narratives centered solely on silk
trade and East-West exchanges. This fresh historical perspective redefines how scholars and enthusiasts alike
understand the Silk Road’s role in shaping civilizations across Eurasia.

Reevaluating the Silk Road: The Core Premise of Valerie Hansen’s
Work

Valerie Hansen’s “The Silk Road: A New History” stands out by questioning traditional archetypes that
portray the Silk Road as a singular, well-defined path dominated by silk commerce between China and the Roman
Empire. Instead, Hansen argues that the Silk Road was a vast, multifaceted network of routes that evolved
over centuries, encompassing diverse goods, peoples, and cultural exchanges.

Her research is anchored in archaeological evidence, ancient texts, and cross-disciplinary studies, which
collectively highlight the Silk Road’s complexity. Hansen’s methodology contrasts with earlier works that
primarily relied on classical sources or romanticized depictions, frequently overstating the volume and



significance of silk trade to the exclusion of other commodities and interactions.

Breaking Down the Myth of Silk as the Primary Commodity

One of the most compelling aspects of Hansen’s analysis is her demystification of silk’s dominance in Silk Road
trade. While silk was undoubtedly important, Hansen reveals that it was not the most widely traded item.
Through meticulous examination of historical records and material culture, she shows that goods such as
spices, metals, wool, glassware, and precious stones often played equal or greater roles in the commercial
exchanges along these routes.

This insight broadens understanding of the economic systems at play and highlights the diversity of
participants, including merchants from Central Asia, the Middle East, and even nomadic groups who facilitated
or controlled different segments of the trade network.

Geographical and Cultural Dynamics: Expanding the Silk Road’s
Boundaries

Hansen’s narrative expands the geography traditionally associated with the Silk Road. Instead of a linear
route between East Asia and the Mediterranean, she presents a sprawling network of interconnected pathways
that included maritime routes, desert passages, and mountain trails. These routes linked cities and regions as
varied as Chang’an (modern Xi’an), Samarkand, Palmyra, and Antioch.

By incorporating maritime Silk Roads, Hansen integrates the Indian Ocean trade routes into the broader Silk
Road framework, showing how seafaring merchants complemented overland caravans. This inclusion is crucial
for understanding the full spectrum of goods, ideas, and cultural exchanges facilitated by these networks.

The Role of Lesser-Known Intermediaries

Another strength of Hansen’s work lies in spotlighting the intermediaries often overlooked in mainstream Silk
Road histories. For instance, she details the involvement of Central Asian nomadic tribes, who controlled key
segments of the steppe and desert routes, and Persian and Arab traders who linked the eastern and western
worlds.

These groups were not passive conduits but active agents shaping the Silk Road’s economic and cultural
landscapes. Their multilingual, multiethnic interactions fostered a dynamic environment conducive to the spread
of religions, technologies, and artistic styles.

Technological and Cultural Exchanges Along the Silk Road

Beyond commerce, “the silk road a new history valerie hansen” emphasizes the Silk Road’s role as a conduit for
cultural and technological diffusion. Hansen’s research sheds light on how innovations such as paper-making,
gunpowder, and printing traveled westward, while religious ideas including Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam
spread eastward.

This bidirectional flow underscores the Silk Road’s importance not just as a trade network but as a catalyst
for human development. The sharing of knowledge and culture contributed to the advancements of societies
connected by these routes, altering the course of history in profound ways.



Religious Syncretism and Artistic Influences

Hansen explores how the Silk Road facilitated religious syncretism, where diverse belief systems interacted,
merged, or coexisted. The spread of Buddhism into Central Asia and China, the transmission of Nestorian
Christianity, and the expansion of Islam illustrate the Silk Road’s spiritual dimension.

Additionally, art and architecture along the route often reflect hybrid styles, combining elements from
different cultures. These tangible artifacts bear witness to centuries of intercultural dialogue and mutual
influence, enriching the narrative of human connectivity.

Pros and Cons of Hansen’s Interpretative Approach

Valerie Hansen’s reinterpretation of the Silk Road brings several advantages to the field of historical studies:

Comprehensive Perspective: Her use of interdisciplinary sources offers a more nuanced and accurate
picture of the Silk Road’s complexity.

Demystification: By challenging myths about silk trade dominance, she encourages a broader inquiry into
economic and cultural exchanges.

Inclusion of Marginalized Actors: Highlighting the roles of nomads, women, and lesser-known traders
adds depth to the historical narrative.

However, some critics argue that Hansen’s broad approach risks diluting the Silk Road’s traditional identity,
potentially confusing readers familiar with the classic concept of a singular Silk Road. Furthermore, the
reliance on archaeological evidence, while invaluable, sometimes leaves gaps where textual sources are scarce
or ambiguous.

Despite these challenges, Hansen’s work is widely regarded as a significant contribution that invigorates Silk
Road studies and invites ongoing scholarly debate.

Comparative Perspectives: Hansen Versus Earlier Historians

When compared to earlier historians like Peter Frankopan or Susan Whitfield, Hansen’s analysis is distinguished
by its grounded skepticism and evidentiary rigor. While Frankopan’s “The Silk Roads” emphasizes geopolitical
narratives and Whitfield’s work leans toward storytelling and visual history, Hansen prioritizes empirical
data and archaeological findings.

This academic rigor appeals to readers seeking a fact-based, critical understanding of the Silk Road’s
multifaceted history, making her book a valuable resource for both students and scholars.

Implications for Contemporary Understanding of Globalization

The insights presented in “the silk road a new history valerie hansen” resonate beyond historical circles,
offering lessons for modern globalization studies. The Silk Road exemplifies early globalization’s
complexity—characterized by diverse actors, multiple routes, and multidirectional exchanges.

Understanding this ancient network’s dynamics helps contextualize present-day trade and cultural
interactions, reminding us that globalization has deep historical roots shaped by cooperation, conflict, and



cultural hybridity.

Valerie Hansen’s scholarship encourages a reevaluation of how we perceive interconnectedness, emphasizing the
importance of inclusivity and multiplicity in global narratives.

In sum, Hansen’s “The Silk Road: A New History” enriches our comprehension of a pivotal historical phenomenon,
replacing monolithic views with a layered, evidence-based understanding. Her work invites readers to reconsider
the past not as a static, singular story but as a vibrant tapestry of human movement, exchange, and
adaptation across continents.

The Silk Road A New History Valerie Hansen

  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: The Silk Road Valerie Hansen, 2015 The Silk
Road conjures up an image of a traveller carrying silk as he sits atop a camel and moves along a
desert highway. This book offers concrete evidence for what he was really carrying and where he
was heading, looking at the key sites along the multiple silk roads.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: The Silk Road Valerie Hansen, 2012
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: A Short History of the Silk Road Jonathan
Clements, 2014-01-14 The Silk Road is not a place, but a journey, a route from the edges of the
Mediterranean to the central plains of China, through high mountains and inhospitable deserts. For
thousands of years its history has been a traveller's history, of brief encounters in desert towns,
snowbound passes and nameless forts. It was the conduit that first brought Buddhism, Christianity
and Islam into China, and the site of much of the Great Game between 19th-century empires. Today,
its central section encompasses several former Soviet republics, and the Chinese Autonomous
Region of Xinjiang. The ancient trade route controversially crosses the sites of several forgotten
kingdoms, buried in sand and only now revealing their secrets. An Armchair Traveller's History of
the Silk Road not only offers the reader a chronological outline of the region's development, but also
provides an invaluable introduction to its languages, literature and arts. It takes a comprehensive
and illuminating look at the rich history of this dynamic and littleknown region, and provides an
easy-to-use reference source. Clements pays particular attention to the fascinating historical sites
which feature on any visitor's itinerary and special emphasis is also given to the writings and
reactions of travellers through the centuries.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: The Silk Road Tim Winter, 2022 From the Great
Game to the present, an international cultural and political biography of one of our most evocative,
compelling, and poorly understood narratives of history. The Silk Road is rapidly becoming one of
the key geocultural and geostrategic concepts of the twenty-first century. Yet, for much of the
twentieth century the Silk Road received little attention, overshadowed by nationalism and its
invented pasts, and a world dominated by conflict and Cold War standoffs. In The Silk Road, Tim
Winter reveals the different paths this history of connected cultures took towards global fame, a
century after the first evidence of contact between China and Europe was unearthed. He also
reveals how this remarkably popular depiction of the past took hold as a platform for geopolitical
ambition, a celebration of peace and cosmopolitan harmony, and created dreams of exploration and
grand adventure. Winter further explores themes that reappear today as China seeks to revive the
Silk Roads for the twenty-first century. Known across the globe, the Silk Road is a concept fit for the
modern world, and yet its significance and origins remain poorly understood and are the subject of
much confusion. Pathbreaking in its analysis, this book presents an entirely new reading of this
increasingly important concept, one that is likely to remain at the center of world affairs for decades
to come.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: China and the Silk Roads (ca. 100 BCE to

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/the-silk-road-a-new-history-valerie-hansen.pdf


1800 CE) Angela Schottenhammer, 2023-09-14 The book investigates China’s relations to the
outside world between ca. 100 BCE and 1800 CE. In contrast to most histories of the Silk Roads, the
focus of this book clearly lies on the maritime Silk Road and on the period between Tang and high
Qing, selecting aspects that have so far been neglected in research on the history of China’s
relations with the outside world. The author examines, for example, issue of 'imperialism' in imperial
China, the specific role of fanbing 蕃兵 (frontier tribal troops) during Song times, the interrelationship
between maritime commerce, military expansion, and environmental factors during the Yuan, the
question of whether or not early Ming China can be considered a (proto-)colonialist country, the role
force and violence played during the Zheng He expeditions, and the significance the Asia-Pacific
world possessed for late Ming and early Qing rulers.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Japan on the Silk Road , 2017-10-23 Japan on
the Silk Road provides for the first time the historical background indispensable for understanding
Japan's current perspectives and policies in the vast area of Eurasia across the Middle East and
Central Asia. Japanese diplomats, military officers, archaeologists, and linguists traversed the Silk
Road, involving Japan in the Great Game and exploring ancient civilizations.The book exposes the
entanglements of pre-war Japanese Pan-Asianism with Pan-Islamism, Turkic nationalism and
Mongolian independence as a global history of imperialism. Japanese connections to Ottoman
Turkey, India, Egypt, Iran, Afghanistan, and China at the same time reveal a discrete global
narrative of cosmopolitanism and transnationality. The global team of scholars brings to light
Japan’s intellectual and political encounters with the peoples and cultures of Asia, in particular
Turks and Persians, Hindus and Muslims of India, Mongolians and the Uyghur of Inner Asia, and
Muslims in China. Contributors include: Ian Nish, Christopher Szpilman, Sven Saaler, Selcuk
Esenbel, Li Narangoa, Komatsu Hisao, Brij Tankha, Erdal Küçükyalcın, A. Merthan Dündar,
Katayama Akio, Miyuki Aoki Girardelli, Klaus Röhborn, Mehmet Ölmez, Banu Kaygusuz, Oğuz
Baykara, and Satō Masako.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: A History of East Asia Charles Holcombe,
2017-01-11 Charles Holcombe begins by asking the question 'what is East Asia?' In the modern age,
many of the features that made the region - now defined as including China, Japan, Korea and
Vietnam - distinct have been submerged by the effects of revolution, politics or globalization. Yet, as
an ancient civilization, the region had both an historical and cultural coherence. This shared past is
at the heart of this ambitious book, which traces the story of East Asia from the dawn of history to
the twenty-first century. The second edition has been imaginatively revised and expanded to place
emphasis on cross-cultural interactions and connections, both within East Asia and beyond, with new
material on Vietnam and modern pop culture. The second edition also features a Chinese character
list, additional maps and new illustrations.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: The Making of Eurasia Moritz Pieper,
2021-09-09 The Making of Eurasia investigates the multi-layered spectrum of China and Russia's
Eurasian policies towards each other, ranging from competition to cooperation, as well as the role of
regional actors in between. The book examines the impact of and responses to the dynamic
Sino-Russian interaction in the wake of China's Belt and Road initiative, focusing on the selected
case studies of Kazakhstan, Mongolia and Uzbekistan, but also on inter-regional implications across
the Eurasian space. With China's imprint on inter-regional politics and ambition to make a
distinctive Chinese contribution to 'globalization' and Russia's vision of a 'Greater Eurasia' in which
Moscow stakes out a place for itself as an indispensable power, other regional actors adopt policies
that respond to and co-shape the resulting centrifugal forces. Meanwhile, power shifts are underway
on a global plane, as the normative divide between Russia and the West has widened, and as the
Sino-American rivalry is intensifying. The book therefore also sheds light on the effects of Eurasian
power shifts on global governance in a context where global 'leadership' is contested, and in which
the US and Europe are re-defining their relationship not only towards a self-confident China but also
towards each other. As such, this study will provide valuable insight for students and scholars of
Eurasian Asia Studies, Foreign Policy Analysis, and International Relations at large.



  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Beyond the Silk and Book Roads Michelle C.
Wang, Ryan Richard Overbey, 2023-11-27 Silk Road studies has often treated material artifacts and
manuscripts separately. This interdisciplinary volume expands the scope of transcultural
transmission, questions what constituted a “book,” and explores networks of circulation shared by
material artifacts and manuscripts. Featuring new research in English by international scholars in
Buddhist studies, art history, and literary studies, the essays in Beyond the Silk and Book Roads
chart new and exciting directions in Silk Road studies. Contributors are: Ge Jiyong, George A.
Keyworth, Ding Li, Ryan Richard Overbey, Hao Chunwen, Wu Shaowei, Liu Yi, Lan Wu, Sha Wutian,
Michelle C. Wang, and Stephen Roddy.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Artifacts from the Ancient Silk Road William
E. Mierse, 2022-12-01 Artifacts from the Ancient Silk Road explores the interconnectivity of the
Eurasian continent from 4000 BCE to 1000 CE. It focuses on the role played by Central Asia through
which passed the major trade routes, the Silk Roads. Artifacts from the Ancient Silk Road covers life
along the Silk Road over 5000 years as it can be understood by considering objects. In this first
object-based study to consider all of the peoples involved on the Silk Roads, objects provide the
vehicles for explorations of different aspects of life for the various peoples of the Silk Roads,
including the sedentary peoples who established urban life on the Silk Roads, the steppe nomads
who regularly interacted with the settled peoples, and the peoples at either end of the Silk Roads
who drove certain kinds of economic exchanges. The book looks at Central Asia as an international
zone during ancient times when multiple religious, political, and technological ideas found
acceptance in the region and allows for a better understanding of how some ideas and forms
developed in Central Asia while others passed through or were modified.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: A Social and Cultural History of Late Antiquity
Douglas Boin, 2018-03-20 2019 PROSE Award finalist in the Classics category! A Social and Cultural
History of Late Antiquity examines the social and cultural landscape of the Late Antique
Mediterranean. The text offers a picture of everyday life as it was lived in the spaces around and
between two of the most memorable and towering figures of the time—Constantine and Muhammad.
The author captures the period using a wide-lens, including Persian material from the mid third
century through Umayyad material of the mid eighth century C.E. The book offers a rich picture of
Late Antique life that is not just focused on Rome, Constantinople, or Christianity. This important
resource uses nuanced terms to talk about complex issues and fills a gap in the literature by
surveying major themes such as power, gender, community, cities, politics, law, art and
architecture, and literary culture. The book is richly illustrated and filled with maps, lists of rulers
and key events. A Social and Cultural History of Late Antiquity is an essential guide that: Paints a
rich picture of daily life in Late Antique that is not simply centered on Rome, Constantinople, or
Christianity Balances a thematic approach with rigorous attention to chronology Stresses the need
for appreciating both sources and methods in the study of Late Antique history Offers a
sophisticated model for investigating daily life and the complexities of individual and group identity
in the rapidly changing Mediterranean world Includes useful maps, city plans, timelines, and
suggestions for further reading A Social and Cultural History of Late Antiquity offers an examination
of everyday life in the era when adherents of three of the major religions of today—Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam—faced each other for the first time in the same environment. Learn more about
A Social and Cultural History of Late Antiquity’s link to current social issues in Boin’s article for the
History News Network.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Possessed by the Right Hand Bernard K.
Freamon, 2019-05-20 In Possessed by the Right Hand, the first comprehensive legal history of
slavery in Islam ever offered to readers, Bernard K. Freamon, an African-American Muslim law
professor, provides a penetrating analysis of the problems of slavery and slave-trading in Islamic
history. After examining the issues from pre-Islamic times through to the nineteenth century,
Professor Freamon considers the impact of Western abolitionism, arguing that such efforts have
been a failure, with the notion of abolition becoming nothing more than a cruel illusion. He closes



this ground-breaking account with an examination of the slaving ideologies and actions of ISIS and
Boko Haram, asserting that Muslims now have an important and urgent responsibility to achieve
true abolition under the aegis of Islamic law. See Bernard Freamon live at Rutgers Law School
(October 8, 2019). Listen to Possessed by the Right Hand: An Interview with Prof. Bernard Freamon
from Network ReOrient on Anchor
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: History of Central Asia, The: 4-volume set
Christoph Baumer, 2018-04-18 This set includes all four volumes of the critically acclaimed History
of Central Asia series. The epic plains and arid deserts of Central Asia have witnessed some of the
greatest migrations, as well as many of the most transformative developments, in the history of
civilization. Christoph Baumer's ambitious four-volume treatment of the region charts the 3000-year
drama of Scythians and Sarmatians; Soviets and transcontinental Silk Roads; trade routes and the
transmission of ideas across the steppes; and the breathless and brutal conquests of Alexander the
Great and Chinghiz Khan. Masterfully interweaving the stories of individuals and peoples, the
author's engaging prose is richly augmented throughout by colour photographs taken on his own
travels. This set includes The Age of the Steppe Warriors (Volume 1), The Age of the Silk Roads
(Volume 2), The Age of Islam and the Mongols (Volume 3) and The Age of Decline and Revival
(Volume 4)
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Lutes and Marginality in Pre-Modern China
Ingrid Maren Furniss, 2024-07-23 Lutes and Marginality in Pre-Modern China traces the complex
history of lutes as they moved from the far west into China, and how these instruments became
linked to various forms of social, cultural, ethnic, and religious marginality within and at China’s
borders. The book argues that the lute, a musical instrument that likely originated in the Near East
or Central Asia, became a highly charged object replete with associations of ethnic and political
identity, social status, and gender in China across the third to seventeenth centuries, and as such,
offers a crucial vehicle for understanding interactions between the Chinese center and periphery.
Using a richly interdisciplinary perspective that brings together music history, performance studies,
archaeology, and art history, the author draws together the visual evidence for the history of
Chinese lutes and analyzes the political and cultural dimensions of their depictions in art. In
exploring the lute’s reception across time and space, this book illuminates the shifting relationships
between China and cultures along its frontier, as well as the dynamics of gender and social status
within China’s center. Comprehensive in scope, Lutes and Marginality in Pre-Modern China offers
new insights for scholars of pre-modern China, art history, archaeology, music history,
ethnomusicology, and Silk Road and frontier studies.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Touring China Yajun Mo, 2021-12-15 In Touring
China, Yajun Mo explores how early twentieth century Chinese sightseers described the destinations
that they visited, and how their travel accounts gave Chinese readers a means to imagine their vast
country. The roots of China's tourism market stretch back over a hundred years, when railroad and
steamship networks expanded into the coastal regions. Tourism-related businesses and publications
flourished in urban centers while scientific exploration, investigative journalism, and wartime travel
propelled many Chinese from the eastern seaboard to its peripheries. Mo considers not only
accounts of overseas travel and voyages across borderlands, but also trips within China. On the one
hand, via travel and travel writing, the unity of China's coastal regions, inland provinces, and
western frontiers was experienced and reinforced. On the other, travel literature revealed a
persistent tension between the aspiration for national unity and the anxiety that China might fall
apart. Touring China tells a fascinating story about the physical and intellectual routes people took
on various journeys, against the backdrop of the transition from Chinese empire to nation-state.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Middle Imperial China, 900–1350 Linda Walton,
2023-08-03 A highly readable and engaging survey of China's history from the tenth through the
mid-fourteenth centuries.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: The Buddha's Footprint Johan Elverskog,
2020-02-21 A corrective to the contemporary idea that Buddhism has always been an



environmentally friendly religion In the current popular imagination, Buddhism is often understood
to be a religion intrinsically concerned with the environment. The Dharma, the name given to
Buddhist teachings by Buddhists, states that all things are interconnected. Therefore, Buddhists are
perceived as extending compassion beyond people and animals to include plants and the earth itself
out of a concern for the total living environment. In The Buddha's Footprint, Johan Elverskog
contends that only by jettisoning this contemporary image of Buddhism as a purely ascetic and
apolitical tradition of contemplation can we see the true nature of the Dharma. According to
Elverskog, Buddhism is, in fact, an expansive religious and political system premised on generating
wealth through the exploitation of natural resources. Elverskog surveys the expansion of Buddhism
across Asia in the period between 500 BCE and 1500 CE, when Buddhist institutions were built from
Iran and Azerbaijan in the west, to Kazakhstan and Siberia in the north, Japan in the east, and Sri
Lanka and Indonesia in the south. He examines the prosperity theology at the heart of the Dharma
that declared riches to be a sign of good karma and the means by which spritiual status could be
elevated through donations bequeathed to Buddhist institutions. He demonstrates how this
scriptural tradition propelled Buddhists to seek wealth and power across Asia and to exploit both the
people and the environment. Elverskog shows the ways in which Buddhist expansion not only
entailed the displacement of local gods and myths with those of the Dharma—as was the case with
Christianity and Islam—but also involved fundamentally transforming earlier social and political
structures and networks of economic exchange. The Buddha's Footprint argues that the
institutionalization of the Dharma was intimately connected to agricultural expansion, resource
extraction, deforestation, urbanization, and the monumentalization of Buddhism itself.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Lost Enlightenment S. Frederick Starr,
2013-10-06 The forgotten story of Central Asia's enlightenment—its rise, fall, and enduring legacy In
this sweeping and richly illustrated history, S. Frederick Starr tells the fascinating but largely
unknown story of Central Asia's medieval enlightenment through the eventful lives and astonishing
accomplishments of its greatest minds—remarkable figures who built a bridge to the modern world.
Because nearly all of these figures wrote in Arabic, they were long assumed to have been Arabs. In
fact, they were from Central Asia—drawn from the Persianate and Turkic peoples of a region that
today extends from Kazakhstan southward through Afghanistan, and from the easternmost province
of Iran through Xinjiang, China. Lost Enlightenment recounts how, between the years 800 and 1200,
Central Asia led the world in trade and economic development, the size and sophistication of its
cities, the refinement of its arts, and, above all, in the advancement of knowledge in many fields.
Central Asians achieved signal breakthroughs in astronomy, mathematics, geology, medicine,
chemistry, music, social science, philosophy, and theology, among other subjects. They gave algebra
its name, calculated the earth's diameter with unprecedented precision, wrote the books that later
defined European medicine, and penned some of the world's greatest poetry. One scholar, working
in Afghanistan, even predicted the existence of North and South America—five centuries before
Columbus. Rarely in history has a more impressive group of polymaths appeared at one place and
time. No wonder that their writings influenced European culture from the time of St. Thomas
Aquinas down to the scientific revolution, and had a similarly deep impact in India and much of Asia.
Lost Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of achievement, seeks to explain its rise, and
explores the competing theories about the cause of its eventual demise. Informed by the latest
scholarship yet written in a lively and accessible style, this is a book that will surprise general
readers and specialists alike.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: A History of the Tajiks Richard Foltz,
2023-06-15 In this comprehensive and up to date history, from prehistoric proto-Indo-Iranian times
to the post-Soviet period, Richard Foltz traces the complex linguistic, cultural and political history of
the Tajiks, a Persian-speaking Iranian ethnic group from the modern-day Central Asian states of
Tajikistan, Afghanistan, and Uzbekistan. In eight chapters, the author explores the revitalisation of
Persian culture under the Samanid Empire in the Tajik heartlands of historical Khorasan and
Transoxiana; analyses the evolution of the politics of Tajik identity; and traces the history of the



ethnic Tajik diaspora today. This revised edition includes a new chapter on the Tajiks' situation in
Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan since 2018, covering notably the effects of the Taliban's
return to power in August 2021 and the COVID pandemic in all three countries, as well as border
clashes with Kyrgyzstan.
  the silk road a new history valerie hansen: Empires of the Steppes Kenneth W. Harl,
2023-08-01 A narrative history of how Attila, Genghis Khan and the so-called barbarians of the
steppes shaped world civilization. The barbarian nomads of the Eurasian steppes have played a
decisive role in world history, but their achievements have gone largely unnoticed. These nomadic
tribes have produced some of the world’s greatest conquerors: Attila the Hun, Genghis Khan and
Tamerlane, among others. Their deeds still resonate today. Indeed, these nomads built long-lasting
empires, facilitated the first global trade of the Silk Road and disseminated religions, technology,
knowledge and goods of every description that enriched and changed the lives of so many across
Europe, China and the Middle East. From a single region emerged a great many peoples—the Huns,
the Mongols, the Magyars, the Turks, the Xiongnu, the Scythians, the Goths—all of whom went on to
profoundly and irrevocably shape the modern world. In this new, comprehensive history, Professor
Kenneth W. Harl vividly re-creates the lives and world of these often-forgotten peoples from their
beginnings to the early modern age. Their brutal struggle to survive on the steppes bred a resilient,
pragmatic people ever ready to learn from their more advanced neighbors. In warfare, they
dominated the battlefield for over fifteen hundred years. Under charismatic rulers, they could topple
empires and win their own.
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