
the literature of the american south

The Rich Tapestry of the Literature of the American South

the literature of the american south has long captivated readers with its unique blend of history, culture,
and storytelling. This body of work reflects the complex social fabric, traditions, and struggles of the
southern United States, offering vivid portrayals of life from the antebellum era through the modern day.
From haunting Gothic tales to poignant narratives exploring identity and race, southern literature stands as
a vital part of American letters, inviting readers into a world where place and history deeply influence
voice and theme.

Defining the Literature of the American South

When we talk about the literature of the American South, we’re referring to the vast range of writings
produced by authors who hail from or write extensively about the southern states. This literature is
marked not only by its geographic origin but also by its engagement with the South’s distinctive history,
social issues, and cultural identity. Whether written in the 19th century or the 21st, these works often
wrestle with themes like tradition versus change, racial tensions, family loyalty, and the enduring legacies
of slavery and segregation.

Southern literature is more than just a regional genre—it’s a window into the complexities of the American
experience. The South’s literary output includes novels, poetry, short stories, and plays that capture the
rhythms of southern speech, the haunting landscapes of the Delta and Appalachia, and the deeply rooted
conflicts that have shaped the region.

Historical Context and Its Influence

Understanding the literature of the American South requires appreciating the historical backdrop against
which these stories unfold. The South’s history of plantations, the Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim Crow
laws, and the civil rights movement has profoundly influenced southern writers. Many authors use their
craft to process the trauma and contradictions of these eras, weaving personal and collective memory into
their narratives.

The Shadow of Slavery and the Civil War

The legacy of slavery and the Civil War casts a long shadow over southern literature. Writers like William



Faulkner and Harriet Beecher Stowe confronted the moral and social upheavals stemming from these
events. Faulkner’s fictional Yoknapatawpha County, for example, serves as a microcosm of southern society
grappling with the aftermath of war and the collapse of the plantation economy.

Slavery’s brutal history and its ongoing impact on race relations remain central themes. Many southern
authors explore the pain, resilience, and complexity of African American experiences, often challenging
dominant narratives and stereotypes.

Reconstruction and the Rise of Jim Crow

The period following the Civil War, known as Reconstruction, and the subsequent imposition of Jim Crow
segregation laws, created fertile ground for southern literary exploration. Writers depicted the harsh
realities of racial injustice, economic hardship, and social stratification. The literature from this era
frequently highlights the struggle for dignity and equality amid oppressive systems.

Key Themes in the Literature of the American South

Several recurring themes help define the literature of the American South, reflecting the region’s unique
cultural and historical context.

Identity and Heritage

Southern literature often wrestles with questions of identity—both personal and collective. Many works
delve into the tension between embracing southern heritage and confronting its problematic aspects. This
exploration of self and place is a powerful force driving character development and plot.

Race and Social Injustice

No discussion of southern literature is complete without addressing race. The literature of the American
South frequently confronts racial inequality, the legacy of slavery, and the ongoing fight for civil rights.
From the searing narratives of Richard Wright to the poetic voice of Maya Angelou, these stories give
voice to marginalized perspectives and challenge readers to reckon with uncomfortable truths.



Family and Tradition

Family ties and the weight of tradition loom large in southern storytelling. The literature often portrays
complex family dynamics, generational conflicts, and the influence of cultural rituals. Southern families are
depicted as both sources of strength and sites of tension, reflecting the intricate social fabric of the region.

Place and Landscape

The southern landscape itself almost becomes a character in many works. The moss-draped oaks, sprawling
plantations, small towns, and rural backroads shape the mood and meaning of these stories. Writers use
vivid descriptions of place to evoke atmosphere, symbolize themes, and anchor narratives in a distinct sense
of location.

Notable Authors and Their Contributions

The literature of the American South boasts a remarkable roster of writers who have left an indelible mark
on American and world literature.

William Faulkner

Faulkner is often considered the quintessential southern writer. His complex narrative techniques and rich,
layered storytelling delve into the history and psyche of the South. Novels like *The Sound and the Fury*
and *As I Lay Dying* challenge readers with their innovative style and profound exploration of family,
memory, and decay.

Flannery O’Connor

Known for her sharp wit and dark humor, O’Connor’s works often examine morality and grace within the
context of southern Gothic traditions. Her stories, such as *A Good Man Is Hard to Find*, explore themes of
redemption and human fallibility against a backdrop of violence and decay.

Zora Neale Hurston

A prominent figure of the Harlem Renaissance with deep southern roots, Hurston captured African



American southern life with vibrancy and authenticity. Her novel *Their Eyes Were Watching God*
remains a seminal work exploring identity, love, and resilience.

Tennessee Williams

Although primarily a playwright, Williams’ influence on southern literature is immense. His plays like *A
Streetcar Named Desire* depict the frailty and passion of southern characters, unraveling the tensions
between appearance and reality.

Contemporary Voices

Modern authors such as Jesmyn Ward, Tayari Jones, and Ron Rash continue to enrich the literature of the
American South by addressing contemporary issues while drawing on the region’s literary traditions.
Their works often focus on themes of race, poverty, and community, offering fresh perspectives on
southern life.

Understanding Southern Gothic: A Unique Subgenre

One cannot discuss the literature of the American South without highlighting the Southern Gothic
genre—a distinctive style that blends the macabre with social critique. This subgenre uses grotesque
characters, eerie settings, and dark humor to expose the moral and cultural decay beneath the genteel
surface of southern society.

Southern Gothic stories often feature haunted houses, eccentric personalities, and violent secrets, weaving
together elements of horror and tragedy. Writers like Faulkner, O’Connor, and Carson McCullers have
masterfully employed this style to confront issues such as racism, poverty, and existential despair.

Tips for Exploring the Literature of the American South

If you’re new to southern literature or looking to deepen your appreciation, consider the following tips:

Read with historical context in mind: Understanding the South’s complex history enriches your
reading experience and helps you grasp the underlying themes.

Explore diverse voices: The American South is a mosaic of cultures and experiences. Seek out works



by African American, Native American, and women authors to gain a fuller picture.

Pay attention to language and dialect: Southern writers often use regional speech patterns to bring
authenticity and texture to their stories.

Look for symbolism tied to place: The landscape in southern literature is rarely incidental; it often
symbolizes broader themes of decay, hope, or transformation.

Engage with different genres: From poetry and novels to plays and essays, southern literature offers
a range of forms that each provide unique insights.

The Enduring Impact of Southern Literature

The literature of the American South continues to resonate because it confronts universal human
experiences through the lens of a region marked by contradiction and change. Its stories are deeply rooted
in place but speak to themes of identity, justice, and belonging that cross geographical boundaries. Whether
grappling with the ghosts of the past or illuminating contemporary struggles, southern writers offer
perspectives that challenge, provoke, and inspire.

Delving into this literary tradition is like stepping into a rich, sometimes unsettling, but always compelling
world—one where history and humanity intertwine in unforgettable ways. The literature of the
American South remains a vital part of understanding not just a region, but the American story itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines the literature of the American South?
The literature of the American South is characterized by its focus on the region's history, culture, social
issues, and distinct dialects, often exploring themes such as race, identity, tradition, and the legacy of
slavery and the Civil War.

Who are some of the most influential authors in Southern literature?
Influential authors include William Faulkner, Flannery O’Connor, Zora Neale Hurston, Harper Lee,
Tennessee Williams, and Eudora Welty, among others.



How does Southern Gothic literature differ from other literary genres?
Southern Gothic literature incorporates macabre, grotesque, and supernatural elements to explore social
issues and human flaws in the American South, often highlighting decay, violence, and eccentric
characters.

What role does race play in the literature of the American South?
Race is a central theme, with many works addressing the complexities of racial identity, segregation,
racism, and the African American experience within Southern society.

How has the literature of the American South evolved over time?
Southern literature has evolved from romanticized depictions of the Old South to more critical and diverse
perspectives that address contemporary social issues, multicultural voices, and changing cultural dynamics.

What impact did the Civil War have on Southern literature?
The Civil War deeply influenced Southern literature by shaping themes of loss, identity, memory, and the
struggle to reconcile with the past, often reflecting the region’s turmoil and transformation.

Can you name key literary works that represent Southern literature?
Key works include "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee, "The Sound and the Fury" by William
Faulkner, "Their Eyes Were Watching God" by Zora Neale Hurston, and "A Streetcar Named Desire" by
Tennessee Williams.

How do Southern writers use dialect and language in their works?
Southern writers often use regional dialects and vernacular speech to add authenticity, capture cultural
identity, and deepen character development, reflecting the linguistic diversity of the South.

Additional Resources
The Literature of the American South: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Themes, History, and Cultural
Significance

the literature of the american south occupies a distinctive place in the canon of American letters, reflecting
the complex social, historical, and cultural fabric of the region. Rich in tradition yet continually evolving,
Southern literature captures the nuances of identity, race, history, and place, often grappling with the
legacies of slavery, segregation, and the agrarian lifestyle. Its enduring appeal lies not only in its vivid
storytelling and lyrical prose but also in its profound interrogation of moral and societal conflicts unique to



the South. This article delves into the defining characteristics, historical development, and key figures of
Southern literature, while examining the themes and narrative styles that continue to influence
contemporary writing.

The Historical Context and Evolution of Southern Literature

The literature of the American South has roots stretching back to the antebellum period, a time when the
region’s social hierarchy and economy were deeply intertwined with plantation life and slavery. Early
Southern writers often romanticized the pastoral landscape and the genteel lifestyle of the planter class.
However, the Civil War and the subsequent Reconstruction era profoundly altered the cultural landscape,
prompting new literary explorations that confronted the South’s traumatic transformations.

By the early 20th century, the Southern Renaissance emerged as a pivotal moment in the region’s literary
history. Writers like William Faulkner, Robert Penn Warren, and Eudora Welty began to challenge
earlier idealizations of the South, instead presenting a more critical and nuanced portrayal of its people and
conflicts. This period marked a shift towards realism and psychological depth, with a heightened focus on
the complexities of identity, racial tension, and the burdens of history.

Characteristics Defining Southern Literature

Several key features distinguish the literature of the American South from other regional literatures in the
United States:

Sense of Place: The Southern landscape—its sprawling plantations, small towns, and rural
backroads—serves as a powerful backdrop and often acts almost as a character in its own right. This
deep connection to place roots stories in a tangible cultural and geographical context.

Exploration of Race and Class: Given the South’s history, literature from this region frequently
engages with themes of racial injustice, segregation, and class divisions, providing critical insight into
the legacies of slavery and systemic inequality.

Use of Southern Gothic Elements: Many Southern writers employ Gothic tropes such as decay,
grotesque characters, and haunting secrets to explore moral corruption and social dysfunction.

Oral Tradition and Dialect: The literature often incorporates regional dialects and storytelling
techniques rooted in oral traditions, which adds authenticity and texture to the narratives.



Prominent Figures and Their Contributions

The literature of the American South boasts a remarkable roster of authors whose works have shaped
American literature at large. Their narratives not only depict Southern life but also probe universal human
experiences.

William Faulkner

Often considered the preeminent Southern writer, Faulkner’s complex novels such as "The Sound and the
Fury" and "As I Lay Dying" delve into the intricacies of Southern families, history, and the burden of the
past. His use of stream-of-consciousness and multiple perspectives revolutionized narrative form and
highlighted the fractured nature of identity in the South.

Flannery O’Connor

Known for her sharp, often unsettling explorations of morality and religion, O’Connor’s short stories and
novels employ Southern Gothic motifs to confront themes of grace, redemption, and human fallibility. Her
works frequently critique social and spiritual hypocrisy embedded within Southern culture.

Zora Neale Hurston

A central figure of the Harlem Renaissance, Hurston’s contributions to Southern literature are profound,
especially through her anthropological approach to African-American culture in the South. Her novel
"Their Eyes Were Watching God" celebrates Black womanhood and vernacular speech while challenging
dominant narratives.

Thematic Depths: Race, Identity, and Memory

The literature of the American South is inseparable from its grappling with race relations. From the brutal
realities of slavery to the Jim Crow era and ongoing struggles for civil rights, Southern writers have
persistently illuminated the human cost of racial oppression.

Moreover, identity—both personal and collective—is a recurrent theme. Southern literature often portrays
characters wrestling with their heritage, social expectations, and the contradictions of Southern pride
versus its historical injustices. Memory and the past also loom large, with many works exploring how



history shapes present consciousness.

The Role of Religion and Morality

Religion, particularly Christianity, permeates much of Southern literature, influencing characters’
motivations and ethical frameworks. The tension between secular and spiritual worlds provides fertile
ground for exploring themes of sin, redemption, and existential struggle.

Contemporary Southern Literature and Its Global Reach

While rooted in regional experience, the literature of the American South continues to evolve and resonate
globally. Contemporary authors such as Jesmyn Ward, Tayari Jones, and George Saunders expand
traditional themes to include modern social issues like urbanization, gender dynamics, and globalization’s
effects on Southern identity.

The continued popularity of Southern literature in academic curricula and popular culture underscores its
relevance. The region’s storytelling tradition is not static; it adapts, challenges stereotypes, and offers fresh
perspectives on enduring human concerns.

Impact on Film and Popular Culture

The influence of Southern literature extends beyond the page, inspiring numerous film adaptations,
theatrical productions, and television series. Stories set in the South often exploit the region’s atmospheric
qualities and complex social backdrop, bringing Southern narratives to wider audiences and enriching
American cultural discourse.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its critical acclaim, the literature of the American South has faced critiques regarding its
representation and inclusivity. Historically dominated by white male voices, it often marginalized women,
African Americans, and other minority groups. Recent scholarship and literary production have sought to
address these gaps, offering a more diverse and multifaceted portrayal of Southern life.

Additionally, the romanticization of the South’s past in some works has been challenged for glossing over
systemic inequalities. The ongoing dialogue within Southern literature reflects the region’s dynamic
cultural tensions and its commitment to self-examination.



The literature of the American South remains a vital and complex field of study, offering insights into a
region marked by contradictions and a rich cultural heritage. Its narratives continue to provoke thought,
inspire empathy, and deepen understanding of the American experience.

The Literature Of The American South

  the literature of the american south: The Cambridge Companion to the Literature of the
American South , 2018 This Companion maps the dynamic literary landscape of the American South.
Featuring newly commissioned essays from leading scholars, the text highlights patterns and
connections amongst Southern writers across generations, making it a valuable guide for students
and teachers of American literature, American studies and the history of storytelling in America.
  the literature of the american south: The Cambridge Companion to the Literature of the
American South Sharon Monteith, 2013-08-19 Featuring essays written by an international team of
experts, this Companion maps the dynamic literary landscape of the American South.
  the literature of the american south: The Cambridge Companion to the Literature of the
American South Sharon Monteith, 2018 This Companion maps the dynamic literary landscape of the
American South. Featuring newly commissioned essays from leading scholars, the text highlights
patterns and connections amongst Southern writers across generations, making it a valuable guide
for students and teachers of American literature, American studies and the history of storytelling in
America.
  the literature of the american south: The Literature of the American South William L.
Andrews, 1997-10-01 Complete with historical introductions, author headnotes, annotations, and
bibliographies, a groundbreaking anthology encompasses all genres of literary writing and ranges
from slave narratives to William Faulkner to the memoirs of Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Original.
  the literature of the american south: A Companion to the Literature and Culture of the
American South Richard Gray, Owen Robinson, 2008-04-15 From slave narratives to the Civil War,
and from country music to Southern sport, this Companion is the definitive guide to the literature
and culture of the American South. Includes discussion of the visual arts, music, society, history, and
politics in the region Combines treatment of major literary works and historical events with a survey
of broader themes, movements and issues Explores the work of Edgar Allan Poe, Mark Twain,
William Faulkner, Zora Neale Huston, Flannery O'Connor and Eudora Welty, as well as those - black
and white, male and female - who are writing now Co-edited by the esteemed scholar Richard Gray,
author of the acclaimed volume, A History of American Literature (Blackwell, 2003)
  the literature of the american south: The Oxford Handbook of the Literature of the U.S.
South Fred Hobson, Barbara Ladd, 2016-01-05 The Oxford Handbook of the Literature of the U.S.
South brings together contemporary views of the literature of the region in a series of chapters
employing critical tools not traditionally used in approaching Southern literature. It assumes ideas of
the South--global, multicultural, plural: more Souths than South--that would not have been embraced
two or three decades ago, and it similarly expands the idea of literature itself. Representative of the
current range of activity in the field of Southern literary studies, it challenges earlier views of
antebellum Southern literature, as well as, in its discussions of twentieth-century writing, questions
the assumption that the Southern Renaissance of the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s was the supreme
epoch of Southern expression, that writing to which all that had come before had led and by which
all that came afterward was judged. As well as canonical Southern writers, it examines Native
American literature, Latina/o literature, Asian American as well as African American literatures,
Caribbean studies, sexuality studies, the relationship of literature to film, and a number of other
topics which are relatively new to the field.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/the-literature-of-the-american-south.pdf


  the literature of the american south: Southern Women at the Millennium Melissa Walker,
Jeanette R. Dunn, Joe P. Dunn, 2003 Annotation ContentsIntroduction. The Past as Prologue:
Perspectives on Southern Women by Joe P. DunnSpheres of Economic Activity among Southern
Women in the Twentieth Century: An Introduction to the Future by Jacqueline JonesStealth in the
Political Arsenal of Southern Women: A Retrospective for the Millennium by Sarah
Wilkerson-FreemanWorking in the Shadows: Southern Women and Civil Rights by Barbara A.
WoodsSeparate but Equal Case Law and the Higher Education of Women in the Twenty-first Century
South by Amy Thompson McCandlessThe Changing Character of Farm Life: Rural Southern Women
by Melissa WalkerOther Southern Women and the Voices of the Fathers: On Twentieth-Century
Writing by Women in the U.S. South by Anne Goodwyn JonesSouthern Women and Religion by
Nancy HardestyConclusion by Carol Bleser
  the literature of the american south: The Literature of the American South , 1997
  the literature of the american south: The Companion to Southern Literature Joseph M. Flora,
Lucinda Hardwick MacKethan, 2001-11-01 Selected as an Outstanding Academic Title by Choice
Selected as an Outstanding Reference Source by the Reference and User Services Association of the
American Library Association There are many anthologies of southern literature, but this is the first
companion. Neither a survey of masterpieces nor a biographical sourcebook, The Companion to
Southern Literature treats every conceivable topic found in southern writing from the
pre-Columbian era to the present, referencing specific works of all periods and genres. Top scholars
in their fields offer original definitions and examples of the concepts they know best, identifying the
themes, burning issues, historical personalities, beloved icons, and common or uncommon
stereotypes that have shaped the most significant regional literature in memory. Read the copious
offerings straight through in alphabetical order (Ancestor Worship, Blue-Collar Literature, Caves) or
skip randomly at whim (Guilt, The Grotesque, William Jefferson Clinton). Whatever approach you
take, The Companion’s authority, scope, and variety in tone and interpretation will prove a boon and
a delight. Explored here are literary embodiments of the Old South, New South, Solid South, Savage
South, Lazy South, and “Sahara of the Bozart.” As up-to-date as grit lit, K Mart fiction, and
postmodernism, and as old-fashioned as Puritanism, mules, and the tall tale, these five hundred
entries span a reach from Lady to Lesbian Literature. The volume includes an overview of every
southern state’s belletristic heritage while making it clear that the southern mind extends beyond
geographical boundaries to form an essential component of the American psyche. The South’s
lavishly rich literature provides the best means of understanding the region’s deepest nature, and
The Companion to Southern Literature will be an invaluable tool for those who take on that exciting
challenge. Description of Contents 500 lively, succinct articles on topics ranging from Abolition to
Yoknapatawpha 250 contributors, including scholars, writers, and poets 2 tables of contents —
alphabetical and subject — and a complete index A separate bibliography for most entries
  the literature of the american south: Southern Literature From 1579-1895 Louise Manly,
2023-07-18 Southern Literature is a comprehensive guide to the literature of the American South
from the colonial period to the late 19th century. It includes reviews, analysis, and excerpts of
notable works of fiction and non-fiction. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the
literary history of the American South and its cultural heritage. This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work
is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  the literature of the american south: The American South Charles Reagan Wilson, 2021
This book provides a concise introduction to the history and culture of the American South. Charles
Reagan Wilson explores Southern history alongside the creative achievements that have come out of



the region, producing a portrait of a complex American place.
  the literature of the american south: The American South William J. Cooper Jr., Thomas E.
Terrill, 2008-10-23 In The American South: A History, Fourth Edition, William J. Cooper, Jr. and
Thomas E. Terrill demonstrate their belief that it is impossible to divorce the history of the South
from the history of the United States. The authors' analysis underscores the complex interaction
between the South as a distinct region and the South as an inescapable part of America. Cooper and
Terrill show how the resulting tension has often propelled section and nation toward collision. In
supporting their thesis, the authors draw on the tremendous amount of profoundly new scholarship
in Southern history. Each volume includes a substantial biographical essay—completely updated for
this edition—which provides the reader with a guide to literature on the history of the South.
Coverage now includes the devastation of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, up-to-date analysis of the
persistent racial divisions in the region, and the South's unanticipated role in the 2008 presidential
primaries.
  the literature of the american south: The Literature of the American South William L.
Andrews, 1998
  the literature of the american south: The South in American Literature, 1607-1900 Jay
Broadus Hubbell, 1954
  the literature of the american south: The Literature of the American South Stuart James,
1967
  the literature of the american south: Intellectual Life and the American South,
1810-1860 Michael O'Brien, 2010 A great achievement. It is hard to imagine anyone matching it for
depth, scope and subtlety of analysis as a whole or in its parts. --
  the literature of the american south: A History of the Literature of the U.S. South:
Volume 1 Harilaos Stecopoulos, 2021-05-20 A History of the Literature of the U.S. South provides
scholars with a dynamic and heterogeneous examination of southern writing from John Smith to
Natasha Trethewey. Eschewing a master narrative limited to predictable authors and titles, the
anthology adopts a variegated approach that emphasizes the cultural and political tensions crucial to
the making of this regional literature. Certain chapters focus on major white writers (e.g., Thomas
Jefferson, William Faulkner, the Agrarians, Cormac McCarthy), but a substantial portion of the work
foregrounds the achievements of African American writers like Frederick Douglass, Zora Neale
Hurston, and Sarah Wright to address the multiracial and transnational dimensions of this literary
formation. Theoretically informed and historically aware, the volume's contributors collectively
demonstrate how southern literature constitutes an aesthetic, cultural and political field that richly
repays examination from a variety of critical perspectives.
  the literature of the american south: The American South William James Cooper (Jr.),
Thomas E. Terrill, 2009-01-16 In The American South, William J. Cooper, Jr. and Thomas E. Terrill
demonstrate their belief that it is impossible to divorce the history of the south from the history of
the United States. Each volume includes a substantial biographical essay--completely updated for
this edition--which provides the reader with a guide to literature on the history of the South.
Coverage now includes the devastation of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, up-to-date analysis of the
persistent racial divisions in the region, and the South's unanticipated role in the 2008 presidential
primaries.
  the literature of the american south: A Companion to the American South John B. Boles,
2008-04-15 A Companion to the American South surveys and evaluates the most important and
innovative writing on the entire sweep of the history of the southern United States. Contains 29
original essays by leading experts in American Southern history. Covers the entire sweep of
Southern history, including slavery, politics, the Civil War, race relations, religion, and women's
history. Surveys and evaluates the best scholarship on every important era and topic. Summarizes
current debates and anticipates future concerns.
  the literature of the american south: The Language of the American South Cleanth Brooks,
2007-11-01 In this volume Cleanth Brooks pays tribute to the language and literature of the



American South. He writes of the language's unique syntax and its celebrated languorous rhythms;
of the classical allusions and Addisonian locutions once favored by the gentry; and of the more
earthbound eloquence, rooted in the dialect of England's southern lowlands, that is still heard in the
speech of the region's plain folk. It is this rich spoken language, Brooks suggests, that has always
been the life blood of southern writing. The strong tradition of storytelling in the South is reflected
in the tales told by Joel Chandler Harris's Uncle Remus and in the obsessive retellings that structure
William Faulkner's novels and stories. But even more crucially, the language of the South--firmly
rooted in the land but with a tendency to reach for the heavens above--has shaped the literary
concerns and molded the complex visions to be found in the poetry of Robert Penn Warren and John
Crowe Ransom; the stories of Flannery O'Connor, Peter Taylor, and Eudora Welty; and the novels of
Warren, Allen Tate, and Walker Percy.
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