
the foundation trilogy isaac asimov

The Enduring Legacy of The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov

the foundation trilogy isaac asimov stands as a monumental achievement in the realm of science

fiction literature. This epic series, penned by one of the genre’s most influential authors, has captivated

readers for decades with its blend of visionary storytelling, complex characters, and profound

philosophical ideas. For anyone curious about the origins of modern sci-fi or eager to explore a richly

constructed universe, diving into the Foundation Trilogy promises a journey unlike any other.

Understanding the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov

At its core, the Foundation Trilogy by Isaac Asimov is a sweeping narrative set in a far future where

the Galactic Empire is on the brink of collapse. The trilogy explores themes of societal change, the rise

and fall of civilizations, and the power of knowledge and prediction. The story revolves around the

concept of “psychohistory,” a fictional science blending history, sociology, and mathematical statistics

to predict the future of large populations.

Origins and Historical Context

Isaac Asimov first published the stories that would become the Foundation Trilogy in the 1940s as a

series of short stories in magazines. These were later compiled into three novels:

Foundation (1951)

Foundation and Empire (1952)



Second Foundation (1953)

This trilogy laid the groundwork for many of Asimov’s later works and influenced numerous authors

and creators in science fiction. The post-World War II era, with its anxieties about empire and

technology, deeply shaped the themes and tone of the trilogy.

The Plot and Structure of the Trilogy

One of the most distinctive features of the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov created is its structure.

Instead of following a single protagonist, the books jump across centuries, focusing on different

characters and crises that face the Foundation—a scientific community established to preserve

knowledge as the old empire crumbles.

Foundation: The Birth of a New Empire

The first book introduces Hari Seldon, the mathematician who develops psychohistory. He foresees the

fall of the Galactic Empire and the dark age that will follow unless steps are taken to shorten this

period of chaos. Seldon establishes the Foundation on a remote planet, tasked with preserving

scientific knowledge to rebuild civilization. The narrative focuses on the early challenges the

Foundation faces, including political intrigue and external threats.

Foundation and Empire: Expanding Challenges

The second novel covers two main arcs: the Foundation’s struggle against the decaying Galactic

Empire and the emergence of the Mule, a powerful mutant who disrupts Seldon’s carefully predicted

plan. This installment raises the stakes by introducing elements of unpredictability and individual



influence, challenging the deterministic nature of psychohistory.

Second Foundation: The Search for Balance

The final book centers on the mysterious Second Foundation, a secret group of mentalics who

possess extraordinary mental powers and work behind the scenes to guide humanity’s future. The

story explores the tension between free will and destiny as various factions vie for control and the

ultimate fate of the galaxy hangs in the balance.

Why The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov Remains Relevant

Decades after its publication, the Foundation Trilogy continues to resonate with readers and scholars

alike. Its exploration of societal dynamics, leadership, and the impact of knowledge on civilization still

feels remarkably relevant in today’s world.

Visionary Worldbuilding and Scientific Thinking

Asimov’s ability to weave scientific concepts into his storytelling is a hallmark of the trilogy.

Psychohistory, while fictional, sparks reflection on how data and predictive analytics can influence

decision-making in governments and organizations. The detailed worldbuilding creates a believable

future galaxy that serves as a backdrop for exploring human nature and societal evolution.

Influence on Science Fiction and Popular Culture

Many modern science fiction works owe a debt to the Foundation Trilogy. From the epic scale of

space operas like Star Wars to the complex political narratives in shows such as Battlestar Galactica,



echoes of Asimov’s vision are everywhere. The trilogy’s emphasis on intellectual problem-solving over

brute force set it apart during its time and continues to inspire writers today.

Exploring Themes and Philosophical Questions

The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov isn’t just about grand space adventures; it delves deeply into

philosophical questions that are still debated today.

The Role of Free Will vs. Determinism

One of the trilogy’s central tensions is between the deterministic predictions of psychohistory and the

unpredictable actions of individuals like the Mule. This raises questions about whether history is

shaped by inevitable forces or by the choices of unique individuals—a debate that resonates beyond

fiction.

The Power and Responsibility of Knowledge

The Foundation’s mission to preserve and spread knowledge highlights the importance of education

and wisdom in shaping societies. Asimov prompts readers to consider how knowledge can be used for

both progress and control, a topic that remains relevant in the age of information.

Tips for New Readers of the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov

If you’re approaching the Foundation Trilogy for the first time, here are some helpful tips to enhance

your reading experience:



Start with the original trilogy: While Asimov expanded the Foundation universe later, the first1.

three books provide the essential narrative and themes.

Pay attention to the historical context: Understanding the post-WWII backdrop can deepen your2.

appreciation of the books’ themes.

Focus on the ideas: The trilogy isn’t fast-paced action but rather a thoughtful exploration of3.

concepts, so take your time to reflect.

Consider supplementary materials: Many editions include essays or introductions that offer4.

valuable insights into Asimov’s intentions and the trilogy’s impact.

The Foundation Trilogy in Modern Adaptations

The enduring popularity of the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov has led to numerous adaptations and

reinterpretations, including radio dramas, graphic novels, and most notably, a recent television series.

These adaptations attempt to bring Asimov’s complex universe to new audiences, often updating

themes and characters for contemporary viewers.

While adaptations vary in how closely they follow the original text, they underscore the trilogy’s lasting

cultural significance. For many, the Foundation’s vision of a future shaped by science and foresight

continues to spark imagination and debate.

---

Engaging with the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov is not simply an exercise in reading classic sci-fi;

it’s an invitation to explore timeless questions about civilization, knowledge, and destiny. Whether you

are a seasoned science fiction fan or new to the genre, Asimov’s masterpiece offers a rich tapestry of



ideas and storytelling that remains as thought-provoking today as when it first appeared.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Foundation Trilogy by Isaac Asimov about?

The Foundation Trilogy is a science fiction series by Isaac Asimov that explores the fall and rise of a

galactic empire through the use of 'psychohistory,' a mathematical science that predicts large-scale

social events. It centers on the efforts to preserve knowledge and shorten the impending dark age.

Who are the main characters in the Foundation Trilogy?

Key characters include Hari Seldon, the creator of psychohistory; Salvor Hardin, the first Mayor of

Terminus; Hober Mallow, a master trader; and later figures such as the Mule and Ebling Mis.

How has the Foundation Trilogy influenced modern science fiction?

The Foundation Trilogy has had a profound impact on science fiction, inspiring themes of political

intrigue, societal collapse and rebirth, and the use of science to predict and shape the future. It

influenced many writers and works, including space operas and dystopian narratives.

Is the Foundation Trilogy connected to Isaac Asimov's other series?

Yes, the Foundation Trilogy is part of Asimov's larger universe and is connected to his Robot and

Galactic Empire series. Later books and stories tie these series together, creating a unified future

history.

What are the main themes explored in the Foundation Trilogy?

Major themes include the rise and fall of civilizations, the role of science and knowledge in society,

determinism versus free will, and the impact of individuals versus large societal forces.



Are there any adaptations of the Foundation Trilogy?

Yes, the Foundation Trilogy has been adapted into various media, including a recent television series

produced by Apple TV+, which brings Asimov's complex narrative and characters to a modern

audience with updated storytelling and visuals.

Additional Resources

The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov: A Cornerstone of Science Fiction Literature

the foundation trilogy isaac asimov stands as one of the most influential and enduring works in the

realm of science fiction. Composed of three novels—Foundation, Foundation and Empire, and Second

Foundation—this trilogy has shaped the genre in profound ways since its initial publication in the early

1950s. Isaac Asimov’s vision of a vast galactic empire on the brink of collapse, coupled with the

scientific concept of psychohistory, has captivated readers and critics alike, ensuring the trilogy’s place

as a foundational text in speculative fiction.

Exploring the Genesis and Structure of the Foundation Trilogy

The Foundation Trilogy was originally conceived as a series of short stories published in Astounding

Science Fiction magazine between 1942 and 1950 before being compiled into three novels. Asimov’s

narrative centers around the decline of the Galactic Empire, a vast and sprawling civilization spanning

the Milky Way. The protagonist concept, Hari Seldon, is a mathematician who develops

psychohistory—a fictional discipline combining history, sociology, and mathematical statistics to predict

the future behavior of large populations.

Unlike traditional narratives that focus on individual heroism, the trilogy’s emphasis lies in systemic

shifts and the collective destiny of civilizations. This approach distinguishes Asimov’s work from other

science fiction contemporaries, which often favored space opera or individual-centric storytelling. The



trilogy’s episodic structure, transitioning through different eras and characters, allows readers to

witness the gradual unfolding of Seldon’s plan to shorten the impending dark age from 30,000 years to

a mere millennium.

The Concept of Psychohistory and Its Narrative Impact

Central to the trilogy’s intrigue is psychohistory, a theoretical science that predicts societal trends with

mathematical precision. Asimov’s innovative use of this concept adds a layer of intellectual rigor and

plausibility to the storyline, elevating the trilogy beyond mere speculative fiction into a quasi-scientific

exploration of fate versus free will.

Psychohistory serves as both a plot device and thematic foundation, driving the narrative forward while

raising philosophical questions about determinism and human agency. The characters who act as

custodians of Seldon’s plan must navigate crises—known as Seldon Crises—that threaten to derail the

predicted future. This dynamic creates tension and suspense, as outcomes hinge on the delicate

balance between predicted inevitability and unforeseen variables.

Comparative Analysis: The Foundation Trilogy in the Context of

Science Fiction

When evaluating the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov against its contemporaries, several

distinguishing features emerge. Unlike the technologically focused narratives of Robert Heinlein or the

socially critical works of Philip K. Dick, Asimov’s trilogy prioritizes long-term societal evolution and the

role of knowledge institutions in shaping history.

The trilogy’s influence extends beyond literature, inspiring later works in film, television, and even

political theory. Its portrayal of a decaying empire echoes historical parallels such as the fall of Rome,

while its reliance on intellectual foresight resonates with modern concepts of big data and predictive



analytics.

However, some critics note that the trilogy’s narrative sometimes suffers from a lack of character depth

and emotional engagement. The episodic nature means that readers often encounter new protagonists

with each segment, which can disrupt emotional continuity. Furthermore, Asimov’s writing style, while

clear and accessible, is sometimes considered utilitarian compared to more stylistically rich authors.

Strengths and Limitations of the Trilogy’s World-Building

One of the trilogy’s most lauded aspects is its expansive world-building. Asimov constructs a

believable future universe with detailed political, economic, and social systems. The depiction of the

Galactic Empire, with its bureaucratic decay and cultural stagnation, serves as a cautionary tale about

the perils of centralized power and complacency.

Yet, this vast scope occasionally leads to underdeveloped individual settings or cultures within the

galaxy. Some readers find that planets and institutions are described more as narrative backdrops than

fully fleshed-out environments, which can affect immersion.

The Legacy and Cultural Impact of The Foundation Trilogy

Isaac Asimov

Beyond its literary merits, the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov has left an indelible mark on popular

culture and academic discourse. The trilogy has been credited with pioneering the concept of a shared

universe in science fiction, influencing series such as Frank Herbert’s Dune and the Star Wars saga.

In academic circles, psychohistory has inspired discussions about the predictability of social

phenomena and the potential for mathematical modeling in historiography and sociology. The trilogy’s

exploration of the rise and fall of civilizations continues to resonate in political science and futurism.



The recent adaptation efforts by major streaming platforms testify to the trilogy’s lasting appeal and

relevance. These adaptations aim to bring Asimov’s complex narrative to new audiences, highlighting

the timeless themes of societal transformation and the power of knowledge.

Why The Foundation Trilogy Remains Essential Reading

For readers and scholars interested in the evolution of science fiction, the Foundation Trilogy is

indispensable. It challenges traditional storytelling by focusing on ideas and systems rather than

individual heroics. Its blending of scientific concepts with grand historical narratives creates a

multifaceted reading experience that invites reflection on humanity’s trajectory.

Moreover, the trilogy’s optimistic undercurrent—that knowledge and foresight can mitigate chaos and

decline—offers a compelling contrast to more dystopian science fiction. This perspective has inspired

generations of writers and thinkers to consider the role of science and reason in shaping the future.

In summary, the Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov continues to be a touchstone in science fiction

literature. Its innovative narrative techniques, profound thematic concerns, and cultural influence

underscore its status as a masterpiece that transcends genre boundaries. Whether approached as a

work of speculative fiction or a philosophical treatise on civilization, Asimov’s trilogy remains a vital

contribution to literary and intellectual history.

The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov

  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation Isaac Asimov, 2004-06-01 The first novel in
Isaac Asimov’s classic science-fiction masterpiece, the Foundation series THE EPIC SAGA THAT
INSPIRED THE APPLE TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION • Nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read For twelve thousand years the Galactic Empire has ruled
supreme. Now it is dying. But only Hari Seldon, creator of the revolutionary science of
psychohistory, can see into the future—to a dark age of ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will
last thirty thousand years. To preserve knowledge and save humankind, Seldon gathers the best
minds in the Empire—both scientists and scholars—and brings them to a bleak planet at the edge of
the galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope for future generations. He calls his sanctuary the
Foundation. The Foundation novels of Isaac Asimov are among the most influential in the history of

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/the-foundation-trilogy-isaac-asimov.pdf


science fiction, celebrated for their unique blend of breathtaking action, daring ideas, and extensive
worldbuilding. In Foundation, Asimov has written a timely and timeless novel of the best—and
worst—that lies in humanity, and the power of even a few courageous souls to shine a light in a
universe of darkness.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation and Empire Isaac Asimov, 1952 Although
small and seemingly helpless, the Foundation had managed to survive against the greed of its
neighboring warlords. But could it stand against the mighty power of the Empire, who had created a
mutant man with the strength of a dozen battlefleets...' From the Paperback edition.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation trilogy Isaac Asimov, 1974
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov, 1974 The
Foundation is established after the Old Empire gives way to barbarism, a mighty struggle for power
occurs, and a mutant strain gone wild poses a threat following the First Empire's defeat
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation Isaac Asimov, 1953 Although small and
seemingly helpless, the Foundation had managed to survive against the greed of its neighboring
warlords. But could it stand against the mighty power of the Empire, which had created a mutant
man with the strength of a dozen battlefleets?
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Forward the Foundation Isaac Asimov, 2012-02-22 The
second of two prequel novels in Isaac Asimov’s classic science-fiction masterpiece, the Foundation
series THE EPIC SAGA THAT INSPIRED THE APPLE TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION As Hari Seldon
struggles to perfect his revolutionary theory of psychohistory and ensure a place for humanity
among the stars, the great Galactic Empire totters on the brink of apocalyptic collapse. Caught in
the maelstrom are Seldon and all he holds dear, pawns in the struggle for dominance. Whoever can
control Seldon will control psychohistory—and with it the future of the Galaxy. Among those seeking
to turn psychohistory into the greatest weapon known to man are a populist political demagogue, the
weak-willed Emperor Cleon I, and a ruthless militaristic general. In his last act of service to
humankind, Hari Seldon must somehow save his life’s work from their grasp as he searches for its
true heirs—a search that begins with his own granddaughter and the dream of a new Foundation.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Second Foundation Isaac Asimov, 2004-06-01 The
third novel in Isaac Asimov’s classic science-fiction masterpiece, the Foundation series THE EPIC
SAGA THAT INSPIRED THE APPLE TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION The Foundation lies in
ruins—destroyed by a mutant mind bent on humanity’s annihilation. But it’s rumored that there’s a
Second Foundation hidden somewhere at the end of the Galaxy, established as insurance to preserve
the knowledge of mankind. Now a desperate race has begun between the survivors of the First
Foundation and an alien entity to find this last flicker of humanity’s shining past—and future hope.
Yet the key to it all might be a fourteen-year-old girl burdened with a terrible secret. Is she the
Foundation’s savior—or its deadliest enemy? Unforgettable, thought-provoking, and riveting, Second
Foundation is a stunning novel of adventure and ideas writ huge across the Galaxy—a powerful tale
of humankind’s struggle to preserve the fragile light of wisdom against the threat of its own dark
barbarism.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation's Edge Isaac Asimov, 2012-02-22 The fourth
novel in Isaac Asimov’s classic science-fiction masterpiece, the Foundation series THE EPIC SAGA
THAT INSPIRED THE APPLE TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION At last, the costly and bitter war between
the two Foundations has come to an end. The scientists of the First Foundation have proved
victorious, and now they return to Hari Seldon’s long established plan to build a new Empire on the
ruins of the old. But rumors persist that the Second Foundation is not destroyed after all—and that
its still-defiant survivors are preparing their revenge. Now two exiled citizens of the Foundation—a
renegade Councilman and a doddering historian—set out in search of the mythical planet Earth . . .
and proof that the Second Foundation still exists. Meanwhile someone—or something—outside of
both Foundations seems to be orchestrating events to suit its own ominous purpose. Soon
representatives of both the First and Second Foundations will find themselves racing toward a
mysterious world called Gaia and a final, shocking destiny at the very end of the universe.



  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation Isaac Asimov, 1983 For use in schools and
libraries only. The first of a series of tales set so far in the future that Earth is all but forgotten by
humans who live throughout the galaxy.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation 3-Book Boxed Set Isaac Asimov,
2022-06-07 The original trilogy of Isaac Asimov's bestselling science fiction masterpiece, the
Foundation series, in a striking boxed set package THE EPIC SAGA THAT INSPIRED THE APPLE
TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION - Nominated as one of America's best-loved series by PBS's The Great
American Read For twelve thousand years the Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it is dying.
But only Hari Seldon, creator of the revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see into the
future--to a dark age of ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will last thirty thousand years. To
preserve knowledge and save humankind, Seldon gathers the best minds in the Empire--both
scientists and scholars--and brings them to a bleak planet at the edge of the galaxy to serve as a
beacon of hope for future generations. He calls his sanctuary the Foundation. Collected in this boxed
set, Foundation, Foundation and Empire, and Second Foundation form the celebrated original trilogy
that started it all. One of the most influential in the history of science fiction, the Foundation series
is celebrated for its unique blend of breathtaking action, daring ideas, and extensive worldbuilding.
Here, Asimov has written a timely and timeless saga of the best--and worst--that lies in humanity,
and the power of even a few courageous souls to shine a light in a universe of darkness.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: The Foundation Trilogy Isaac Asimov, 1982
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Forward the Foundation Isaac Asimov, 1994-02-01
The second of two prequel novels in Isaac Asimov’s classic science-fiction masterpiece, the
Foundation series THE EPIC SAGA THAT INSPIRED THE APPLE TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION As
Hari Seldon struggles to perfect his revolutionary theory of psychohistory and ensure a place for
humanity among the stars, the great Galactic Empire totters on the brink of apocalyptic collapse.
Caught in the maelstrom are Seldon and all he holds dear, pawns in the struggle for dominance.
Whoever can control Seldon will control psychohistory—and with it the future of the Galaxy. Among
those seeking to turn psychohistory into the greatest weapon known to man are a populist political
demagogue, the weak-willed Emperor Cleon I, and a ruthless militaristic general. In his last act of
service to humankind, Hari Seldon must somehow save his life’s work from their grasp as he
searches for its true heirs—a search that begins with his own granddaughter and the dream of a new
Foundation.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation and Earth Isaac Asimov, 1986 Continues
the Foundation trilogy. Golan Trevise, former councliman of the First Foundation, is entrusted with
formidable task--to determine the future of Galactic development.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation's Fear Gregory Benford, 2009-10-13 The
classic sci-fi saga continues in this “intriguing and engrossing” first installment of a new trilogy that
“extends and embellishes Asimov’s vision” (Kirkus). Isaac Asimov's Foundation Trilogy is one of the
high-water marks of science fiction. It is the monumental story of a Galactic Empire in decline, and
the secret society of scientists who seek to shorten the inevitable Dark Age with the science of
psychohistory. Now, with the permission—and blessing—of the Asimov estate, the epic saga
continues. Fate—and a cruel Emperor's arbitrary power—have thrust Hari Seldon into the First
Ministership of the Empire against his will. As the story opens, Hari is about to leave his quiet
professorship and take on the nearly impossible task of administering 25 million inhabited worlds
from the all-steel planet of Trantor. With the help of his beautiful bio-engineered wife Dors and his
alien companion Yugo, Seldon is still developing the science that will transform history, never
dreaming that it will ultimately pit him against future history's most awesome threat.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Second Foundation Isaac Asimov, 1953 In the third book
of the Foundation trilogy the secretly developed Second Foundation vies with a deadly mutant.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation and Chaos Greg Bear, 2009-03-17 Isaac
Asimov's renowned Foundation Trilogy pioneered many of the familiar themes of modern science
fiction and shaped many of its best writers. With the permission and blessing of the Asimov estate,



the epic saga left unfinished by the Grand Master himself now continues with this second masterful
volume. With Hari Seldon on trial for treason, the Galactic Empire's long-anticipated migration to
Star's End is about to begin. But the mission's brilliant robot leader, R. Daneel Olivaw, has
discovered a potential enemy far deadlier--and closer--than he ever imagined. One of his own kind. A
freak accident erases the basic commandments in humaniform robot Lodovik Trema's positronic
brain. Now Lodovic's service to humankind is no longer bound by destiny, but by will. To ensure his
loyalty, Daneel has Lodovic secretly reprogrammed. But can he be trusted? Now, other robots are
beginning to question their mission--and Daneel's strategy. And stirrings of rebellion, too, are
infecting their human counterparts. Among them is a young woman with awesome psychic abilities,
a reluctant leader with the power to join man and robot in a quest for common freedom.or mutual
destruction. The Foundation Saga Continues Read Gregory Benford's Foundation's Fear, the first
novel in this bold new series and Secret Foundation, the concluding volume from David Brin.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: The Foundation Novels 7-Book Bundle Isaac Asimov,
2014-08-05 The story of our future begins with the Foundation. Named the best series of all time by
the Hugo Awards, the Foundation novels of Isaac Asimov unquestionably comprise one of the great
masterworks of science fiction, unsurpassed for its unique blend of nonstop action, daring ideas, and
extensive world-building. Now, all seven volumes are together for the first time in this essential
eBook bundle: FOUNDATION FOUNDATION AND EMPIRE SECOND FOUNDATION
FOUNDATION’S EDGE FOUNDATION AND EARTH PRELUDE TO FOUNDATION FORWARD THE
FOUNDATION For twelve thousand years the Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it is dying.
Only Hari Seldon, creator of the revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see into the future—a
dark age of ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will last thirty thousand years. To preserve
knowledge and save humanity, Seldon gathers the best minds in the Empire—both scientists and
scholars—and brings them to a bleak planet at the edge of the galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope
for future generations. He calls this sanctuary the Foundation. But soon the fledgling Foundation
finds itself at the mercy of corrupt warlords rising in the wake of the receding Empire. And
mankind’s last best hope is faced with an agonizing choice: submit to the barbarians and live as
slaves—or take a stand for freedom and risk total destruction. Praise for Isaac Asimov and his
Foundation series “A true polymath, a superb rationalist, an exciting and accessible writer in both
fiction and nonfiction, Isaac Asimov was simply a master of all he surveyed.”—Greg Bear “Asimov
served wondrous meals-of-the-mind to a civilization that was starved for clear thinking about the
future. To this day, his visions spice our ongoing dinner-table conversation about human
destiny.”—David Brin “Isaac was still in his teens when I met him, a fan of mine before I was a fan of
his. Writing for John W. Campbell back in the famous ‘golden age of science fiction,’ he became one
of the founders of our field. With the Robot stories and the Foundation stories, he helped to shape
science fiction as we know it.”—Jack Williamson “I grew up on the ABC’s of science fiction—Asimov,
Bradbury, Clarke. There’s a reason Asimov’s name comes first, and not just because of the
alphabet!”—Janis Ian “With his fertile imagination, his wit, and his prolific output, Isaac Asimov truly
laid the foundation for all future generations of science fiction writers.”—Kevin J. Anderson “If
anything can be said to have been the launch pad for space-age science fiction, it has to be the
Foundation trilogy. It’s a classic. And it’s unforgettable.”—Jack McDevitt “The Foundation series is
one of the masterpieces of science fiction. If you’ve never read these novels, then you’re in for a
treat, and even if you’ve already read them, then you owe it to yourself to reread them, because
they’re still great.”—Allen Steele “Quite simply, Asimov got me started.”—Liz Williams
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation (Apple Series Tie-in Edition) Isaac
Asimov, 2021-08-31 The first novel in Isaac Asimov’s classic science-fiction masterpiece, the
Foundation series THE EPIC SAGA THAT INSPIRED THE APPLE TV+ SERIES FOUNDATION •
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read For twelve
thousand years the Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it is dying. But only Hari Seldon,
creator of the revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see into the future—to a dark age of
ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will last thirty thousand years. To preserve knowledge and



save humankind, Seldon gathers the best minds in the Empire—both scientists and scholars—and
brings them to a bleak planet at the edge of the galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope for future
generations. He calls his sanctuary the Foundation. The Foundation novels of Isaac Asimov are
among the most influential in the history of science fiction, celebrated for their unique blend of
breathtaking action, daring ideas, and extensive worldbuilding. In Foundation, Asimov has written a
timely and timeless novel of the best—and worst—that lies in humanity, and the power of even a few
courageous souls to shine a light in a universe of darkness.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Foundation Isaac Asimov, 1951 For use in schools and
libraries only. The first of a series of tales set so far in the future that Earth is all but forgotten by
humans who live throughout the galaxy.
  the foundation trilogy isaac asimov: Prelude to Foundation Isaac Asimov, 1988 In the year
12,020 G.E., Hari Seldon arrives in the domed city of Trantor and begins to develop his theory of
psychohistory, which predicts the rise of a power greater than the Empire.
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