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The Ball Is Round: A Global History of Soccer

the ball is round a global history of soccer is more than just a phrase-it
encapsulates the essence of a sport that has transcended borders, cultures,
and generations. Soccer, known as football outside North America, is often
called "the beautiful game," and its story is as rich and diverse as the
millions who play and follow it worldwide. From ancient ball games to the
high-stakes World Cup finals, the journey of soccer is a fascinating
exploration of human creativity, competition, and community.

The Origins of the Beautiful Game

Long before modern stadiums and packed crowds, people played various forms of
ball games throughout history. The ball is round, but its story starts with
different shapes and materials. Ancient civilizations across the globe had
games involving balls, many of which bear resemblance to soccer.

Early Ball Games Across Civilizations

In China, as early as the 2nd and 3rd centuries BC, a game called "Cuju" was
practiced. Cuju involved kicking a leather ball through a small hole in a
net, making it one of the earliest known forms of soccer. Similarly, the
ancient Greeks played a game named “Episkyros,” and the Romans had
“Harpastum,” both involving ball handling and kicking.

Meanwhile, in Mesoamerica, the Mayans and Aztecs played a ritualistic ball
game with a rubber ball, though it was quite different from modern soccer.
These early games display how the concept of kicking a ball has universal
roots, evolving independently in different parts of the world.

Soccer’s Development in Medieval and
Renaissance Europe

By the Middle Ages, various forms of football were played in towns and
villages across Europe. These matches were often chaotic, involving entire
communities and little formal structure. The ball was round, but the rules
were anything but consistent.



From Mob Football to Organized Sport

Medieval “mob football” was a rough and tumble affair, sometimes involving
hundreds of players and no fixed pitch. The objective was simple: get the
ball to a target, often the opposing village’s church or town square. These
games could last for hours or days and were a significant part of local
festivals.

However, by the 16th and 17th centuries, concerns over public order and
safety led to bans on these matches in England. Despite this, the popularity
of the game persisted. Over time, schools and universities began to develop
their own codes, laying the groundwork for modern soccer.

The Birth of Modern Rules

The 19th century was pivotal. In England, public schools like Eton and Harrow
created specific rules for football, but variations still existed. It wasn’t
until 1863 that the Football Association (FA) was founded in London,
establishing the first standardized rules of the game. This moment marked the
formal birth of association football, differentiating it from rugby.

These rules emphasized the importance of dribbling, passing, and a round
ball, setting soccer apart and enabling it to spread rapidly.

Soccer’s Global Spread and Cultural Impact

Once standardized, soccer quickly grew beyond England’s borders. The
simplicity of the game-requiring just a ball and open space—contributed to
its global appeal.

Soccer’s Arrival in South America and Africa

In South America, British immigrants and sailors introduced soccer in the
late 19th century. Countries like Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay embraced the
game with fervor. It became intertwined with national identity and social
cohesion. Today, South America is renowned for producing some of the most
skillful and passionate soccer players in history.

Similarly, soccer took root in Africa through colonial influence, missionary
schools, and traders. It became a powerful tool for community building and
expression. Post-independence, many African nations have used soccer as a
platform for unity and international recognition.



Soccer as a Unifying Global Language

The phrase “the ball is round” symbolizes soccer’s universal nature.
Regardless of language, culture, or background, the game connects people
through shared passion. International tournaments like the FIFA World Cup
showcase this unity, drawing billions of viewers and inspiring countless
young athletes.

The game's accessibility means it can be played virtually anywhere—on
streets, beaches, and fields—making it a truly democratic sport.

Technological Advances and the Modern Game

As soccer evolved, so did the equipment and playing conditions. The ball
itself underwent significant changes, influencing how the game is played.

The Evolution of the Soccer Ball

Early soccer balls were made of inflated pig bladders or stitched leather,
often irregular in shape and heavy, especially when wet. This affected the
style of play, favoring ground passes and less aerial control.

In the 20th century, innovations such as rubber bladders, synthetic covers,
and standardized size and weight transformed the ball into a more predictable
and durable instrument. The iconic black-and-white paneled ball gained fame
during the 1970 World Cup.

Today's high-tech balls are designed for optimal flight, control, and
visibility, incorporating materials developed through sports science and
engineering.

Impact of Broadcast and Digital Media

The rise of television and later internet streaming revolutionized soccer’s
reach. Fans from remote areas can watch live matches, follow their favorite
teams, and engage through social media. This global exposure has elevated the
sport’s status and created new opportunities for players and clubs.

Moreover, technology like VAR (Video Assistant Referee) and goal-line
technology has been introduced to enhance fairness and accuracy, reflecting
soccer’s ongoing modernization.



The Cultural Significance of Soccer Around the
World

Soccer is not just a game; it’s a cultural phenomenon that reflects social
values, politics, and history.

Soccer and National Identity

In many countries, soccer is a source of national pride. Victories in
international competitions can unite divided communities and inspire hope.
For example, the 1998 World Cup win by France celebrated the nation’s
multiculturalism, while Argentina’s 1986 triumph immortalized Diego Maradona.

Soccer as Social Change

Soccer has often been a platform for advocating social issues. Players and
teams have used their influence to combat racism, promote gender equality,
and support humanitarian causes. Initiatives like FIFA’s “Say No to Racism”
campaign showcase the sport’s potential for positive impact beyond the pitch.

Tips for Embracing Soccer Culture as a New Fan

If you’'re new to soccer, immersing yourself in the culture can greatly
enhance your experience. Here are a few tips:

Learn the basics: Understand the rules, positions, and common tactics to
follow games more easily.

Follow a team: Whether it’s a local club or a famous international side,
rooting for a team builds connection and excitement.

Watch classic matches: Viewing historic games helps appreciate the
sport’s evolution and legendary players.

Engage with fan communities: Online forums, social media, and local fan
clubs offer insights and camaraderie.

By embracing these aspects, you’ll discover why “the ball is round” is not
just a statement about shape, but a celebration of a sport that binds
humanity across time and space.



The global history of soccer is a testament to how a simple pastime can grow
into a worldwide passion, inspiring joy, competition, and connection in equal
measure. From its ancient roots to today’s dazzling stadiums, the ball
remains round—and the game continues to unite us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Ball is Round: A
Global History of Soccer'?

'The Ball is Round' explores the global history of soccer, tracing its
origins, development, and cultural impact worldwide.

Who is the author of 'The Ball is Round: A Global
History of Soccer'?

David Goldblatt is the author of 'The Ball is Round: A Global History of
Soccer'.

How does 'The Ball is Round' approach the history of
soccer differently from other books?

The book takes a global perspective, examining soccer's development across
different continents and cultures rather than focusing solely on European or
South American narratives.

What time periods does 'The Ball is Round' cover in
its history of soccer?

It covers soccer's history from ancient ball games to the modern professional
era, spanning over a millennium of developments.

Does 'The Ball is Round' discuss the political
impact of soccer?

Yes, the book discusses how soccer has intersected with political movements,
nationalism, and social change in various countries.

Is 'The Ball is Round' suitable for readers new to
soccer history?

Yes, it is accessible to both newcomers and enthusiasts, providing
comprehensive insights with engaging storytelling.



What role do cultural differences play in 'The Ball
is Round'?

The book highlights how different cultures have shaped the way soccer is
played, celebrated, and organized around the world.

How has 'The Ball is Round' been received by critics
and readers?

‘The Ball is Round' has been widely praised for its thorough research, depth
of analysis, and engaging narrative style.

Are there any notable stories or anecdotes in 'The
Ball 1is Round'?

Yes, the book includes numerous fascinating stories about players, matches,
and events that have defined soccer's history globally.

Additional Resources
The Ball Is Round: A Global History of Soccer

the ball is round a global history of soccer traces the evolution of what is
arguably the world's most popular sport. Soccer, known as football outside
North America, is more than just a game; it is a cultural phenomenon that has
united diverse populations across continents for centuries. This article
explores the origins, development, and global proliferation of soccer,
analyzing how a simple spherical object became a catalyst for international
passion, identity, and competition.

Origins and Early Forms of Soccer

The phrase "the ball is round" encapsulates the essence of soccer-its
simplicity and universality. Historically, the game’s roots can be traced
back over 2,000 years to ancient civilizations. Early forms of ball games
involving feet were documented in China’s Han Dynasty, where a game called
Cuju was played using a leather ball filled with feathers. Similarly, ancient
Greeks and Romans engaged in ball games that bore resemblance to modern
soccer, although with varying rules and objectives.

The Middle Ages in Europe saw the emergence of folk football, a chaotic
pastime often involving entire villages and few fixed regulations. These
games, played primarily in England, were rough, unregulated, and could last
for hours. It wasn’t until the 19th century that soccer began to take form as
an organized sport with standardized rules, largely influenced by British



public schools.

The Codification of Soccer Rules

In 1863, the formation of The Football Association (FA) in England marked a
critical turning point. The FA established the first official set of rules,
distinguishing association football from rugby football. This codification is
significant because it laid the foundation for the modern game’s structure,
emphasizing dribbling, passing, and a clear objective to score goals by
getting the ball into the opponent’s net.

The phrase "the ball is round" reputedly attributed to Sepp Herberger, the
legendary German coach, reflects the unpredictable nature of the game, where
skill, strategy, and chance intersect. This unpredictability has contributed
to soccer’s widespread appeal, ensuring that no two matches are ever the
same.

The Global Spread of Soccer

Soccer’s expansion beyond the British Isles was facilitated by trade,
colonization, and migration. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the
sport was introduced to South America, Africa, Asia, and other parts of
Europe. British sailors, merchants, and expatriates often organized matches
in foreign ports, leading to the establishment of local clubs and leagues.

South America: A Soccer Powerhouse

South America embraced soccer with fervor, particularly in countries such as
Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay. These nations developed distinctive playing
styles characterized by creativity, flair, and technical skill. Uruguay’s
victory in the first FIFA World Cup in 1930 and Brazil’'s subsequent dominance
underscore the continent’s deep connection to the sport.

The continent has produced legendary players like Pelé and Diego Maradona,
whose influence transcended sport and impacted cultural identity and national
pride. Soccer stadiums in South America often serve as communal gathering
spots, highlighting the sport’s social significance.

Soccer’s Role in Europe and Africa

Europe remains a central hub for soccer, with leagues like the English
Premier League, La Liga, and Bundesliga attracting global audiences. The
continent’s club competitions, such as the UEFA Champions League, epitomize



high-level tactical and physical play.

In Africa, soccer has become a vehicle for social change and international
recognition. Countries like Nigeria, Cameroon, and Ghana have produced
outstanding talent that competes on the global stage. The African Cup of
Nations and increasing representation in European leagues have elevated the
continent’s status within global football.

The Business and Cultural Impact of Soccer

Soccer’s global reach is mirrored by its economic and cultural footprint. It
is a multi-billion-dollar industry encompassing broadcasting rights,
sponsorships, merchandise, and tourism. Major tournaments like the FIFA World
Cup and UEFA European Championship generate immense revenue and viewership.

The Role of Technology and Media

Advancements in media technology have transformed how fans engage with
soccer. Live broadcasts, instant replays, and digital platforms have expanded
access and enhanced the spectator experience. Additionally, innovations such
as goal-line technology and the Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system have
introduced new dynamics to the sport, aiming to reduce errors and increase
fairness.

Soccer as a Cultural Unifier and Divisor

While soccer often unites people across cultural and national boundaries, it
can also reflect societal tensions. Rivalries between clubs or nations
sometimes manifest in intense fan behavior, underscoring the sport’s
emotional significance. Nonetheless, soccer’s capacity to foster community
and shared identity remains a defining characteristic.

Soccer’s Evolution: Trends and Future
Directions

The phrase "the ball is round a global history of soccer" also invites
consideration of the game’s future. Modern soccer is experiencing shifts
driven by globalization, commercialization, and changing player dynamics.



Emerging Markets and Youth Development

Soccer’s growth in regions like North America and Asia signals opportunities
for expanding fan bases and talent pools. Youth academies and grassroots
programs are increasingly important for nurturing future generations of
players. Countries investing in infrastructure and coaching aim to compete at
higher levels, diversifying the competitive landscape.

Challenges and Opportunities

Issues such as financial inequality between clubs, governance controversies,
and the impact of commercialization present challenges for maintaining the
sport’s integrity. Conversely, soccer’s adaptability and global passion
suggest resilience. Efforts to promote inclusivity, gender equality, and
sustainability are shaping contemporary discourse around the sport.

The enduring metaphor that "the ball is round" underscores soccer’s
fundamental unpredictability and universal appeal. Its history is a testament
to how a simple game can evolve into a powerful global institution that
reflects and shapes human society in myriad ways.

The Ball Is Round A Global History Of Soccer

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Ball is Round David Goldblatt, 2008-01-02
The definitive book about soccer, from the author of The Games: A Global History of the Olympics.
There may be no cultural practice more global than soccer. Rites of birth and marriage are infinitely
diverse, but the rules of soccer are universal. No world religion can match its geographical scope.
The single greatest simultaneous human collective experience is the World Cup final. In this
extraordinary tour de force, David Goldblatt tells the full story of soccer's rise from chaotic folk
ritual to the world's most popular sport-now poised to fully establish itself in the USA. Already
celebrated internationally, The Ball Is Round illuminates soccer's role in the political and social
histories of modern societies, but never loses sight of the beauty, joy, and excitement of the game
itself.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Ball is Round David Goldblatt, 2007-08-30
THE DEFINITIVE, CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED BOOK ABOUT FOOTBALL 'Football conquered the
world with its capacity to astonish, and this is its definitive history' The Independent There may be
no cultural practice more global than soccer. Rites of birth and marriage are infinitely diverse, but
the rules of soccer are universal. No world religion can match its geographical scope. The single
greatest simultaneous human collective experience is the World Cup final. In this extraordinary tour
de force, David Goldblatt tells the full story of football's rise from chaotic folk ritual to the world's
most popular sport. The Ball Is Round illuminates football's role in the political and social histories
of modern societies, but never loses sight of the beauty, joy, and excitement of the game.

'Goldblatt writes with authority, humour, and passion, not least in
the accounts of famous or significant matches scattered throughout the book' Times Literary
Supplement 'Since it became a worldwide phenomenon, nobody has attempted to write an overall



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/the-ball-is-round-a-global-history-of-soccer.pdf

history of the game. Now David Goldblatt's stunning book will be the measure against which all
other such volumes are judged' The Guardian 'Goldblatt's magnum opus . . . Anyone with a brain and
an interest in football will enjoy this book' The Daily Telegraph (London)

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Ball is Round , 2006 Traces the history of
the world's most popular sport from its earliest origins to the present day, looking at the game in
terms of its political, cultural, and social roles in countries around the world.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Ball is Round David Goldblatt, 2008

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Soccer Frontiers Chris Bolsmann, George
Kioussis, 2023-08-18 Winner of the 2022 North American Society for Sport History Book Award! The
early history of soccer in the United States has received relatively little scholarly attention. While
the sport’s failure to make cultural inroads has been the source of much reflection and
retrospection, other pastimes such as baseball, basketball, and American football have been covered
far more extensively. Soccer Frontiers helps to fill this gap and correct the widespread notion that
soccer was unfamiliar in the United States before thelate twentieth century. Editors Chris Bolsmann
and George N. Kioussis'’s collection sheds light on America’s little-known soccer history by focusing
on the game’s presence in major American cities between 1863 and 1913. As waves of immigrants
arrived and American cities began to industrialize and become sizable cultural hubs, soccer, too,
began to flourish. With essays focused on the years between the Civil War and World War [—a
period which saw the creation of both the English Football Association and the US Soccer
Federation—this volume also offers diverse regional representation, moving from New England to
the South to the West Coast. Soccer Frontiers seeks to identify the distinctive yet understudied traits
of American soccer, thereby contributing an important missing piece to the broader puzzle of
American sport history. CHRIS BOLSMANN is a professor in the Department of Kinesiology at
California State University, Northridge. He is coauthor, with Dilwyn Porter, English Gentlemen and
World Soccer: Corinthians, Amateurism and the Global Game and coeditor of two books with Peter
Alegi: Africa’s World Cup: Critical Reflections on Play, Patriotism, Spectatorship, and Space and
South Africa and the Global Game: Football, Apartheid and Beyond. GEORGE N. KIOUSSIS is an
assistant professor in the Department of Kinesiology at California State University, Northridge. His
work has appeared in the Journal of Sport History, Sport in History, the International Review for the
Sociology of Sport, and Soccer & Society. He currently serves as an editor for Sport in History.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The World Cup as World History William D.
Bowman, 2019-10-31 The World Cup as World History uses football’s premier event to analyze
modern sports and world history. William D. Bowman traces the history of a tournament that has
become a global phenomenon that generates intense political, economic, and cultural interest and
profound discussions about racial, ethnic, and gender identity in the contemporary era. By focusing
on the World Cup, the book keeps a tight thematic focus that allows for an integrated discussion of
the core issues of globalization, money and finance, sport as spectacle, race and gender, and
contemporary politics.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Soccer around the World Charles Parrish, John
Nauright, 2014-04-21 Two leading sports authorities explore the culture of soccer around the world,
considering the sport as a means to better understand a society's past, present, and future. How
popular is soccer worldwide? Here's one indicator: 3.2 billion people—nearly half of the planet's
population—tuned in to watch the 2010 World Cup on television. Soccer matches attract a
gargantuan number of fans from around the globe due to the popularity of the sport itself but also
because of the nationalism it inspires and the entertainment spectacle of the big games.
Distinguished authors and sports authorities, Charles Parrish and John Nauright, examine how
soccer impacts societies worldwide by shaping national identities, providing common ground for
diplomatic issues, and forging economic and social development. This one-volume geographic guide
studies the places in which soccer has a major impact, examining each region's teams, major
tournaments, key players, and international performance. The authors organize the book
geographically by region and country, with entries reviewing the history of the sport and cultural




impact on the area. Each profile concludes with fascinating game-based statistics, such as winners
of major tournaments and top goal scorers. The book covers 20 countries including England, Brazil,
Egypt, the United States, Cameroon, and Korea.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Early Years of Chicago Soccer,
1887-1939 Gabe Logan, 2019-05-30 For over a century, Chicago has played soccer. This work
explains the early history of the game in the Second City, beginning with the 1887 formation of the
Chicago Football Association, and concluding with the 1939 season and Chicago Sparta’s National
Open Cup win, which brought the trophy to the city for the first time. This study chronicles the early
British immigrants who first transported and organized the game in Chicago. It documents the
myriad ethnic groups and native born players that kicked in the city’s many leagues, and examines
the many championship tournaments, teams, and players that made Chicago one of the nation’s
early soccer powers.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Soccer under the Swastika Kevin E. Simpson,
2016-09-22 In the heart of the twentieth century, the game of soccer was becoming firmly
established as the sport of the masses across Europe, even as war was engulfing the continent.
Intimately woven into the war was the genocide perpetrated by Nazi Germany and its collaborators,
genocide on a scale never seen before. For those victims ensnared by the Nazi regime, soccer
became a means of survival and a source of inspiration even when surrounded by profound suffering
and death. In Soccer under the Swastika: Stories of Survival and Resistance during the Holocaust,
Kevin E. Simpson reveals the surprisingly powerful role soccer played during World War II. From
the earliest days of the Nazi dictatorship, as concentration camps were built to hold so-called
enemies, captives competed behind the walls and fences of the Nazi terror state. Simpson uncovers
this little-known piece of history, rescuing from obscurity many poignant survivor testimonies, old
accounts of wartime players, and the diaries of survivors and perpetrators. In victim accounts and
rare photographs—many published for the first time in this book—hidden stories of soccer in almost
every Nazi concentration camp appear. To these prisoners, soccer was a glimmer of joy amid
unrelenting hunger and torture, a show of resistance against the most heinous regime the world had
ever seen. With the increasing loss of firsthand memories of these events, Soccer under the Swastika
reminds us of the importance in telling these compelling stories. And as modern day soccer
struggles to combat racism in the terraces around the world, the endurance of the human spirit
embodied through these personal accounts offers insight and inspiration for those committed to
breaking down prejudices in the sport today. Thoughtfully written and meticulously researched, this
book will fascinate and enlighten readers of all generations.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Containment of Soccer in Australia
Christopher J. Hallinan, John E. Hughson, 2013-10-31 According to the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, outdoor soccer was the second most popular organized sport for Australian children after
swimming. It far outstripped the popularity of the three other football codes that are played in
Australia - rugby league, rugby union and Australian Rules football. Yet the soccer participation
phenomenon in Australia is matched neither by the media coverage of the game in these countries,
nor by the academic interest in the game. With a few notable exceptions in academic sports history,
the game of soccer remains understudied in comparison with the other football codes. And, apart
from some interest that is generated by World Cup campaigns, the media coverage of soccer is
largely marginalized, and becomes most emphasized when reporting on aspects of ‘hooligan’ crowd
behaviour. This book investigates some of the ways that soccer has been maintained as marginal to
Australian identity, and why the sport remains vitally important to some marginalized groups within
these communities. This book was previously published as a special issue of Sport in Society.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Football in the Middle East Abdullah Al-Arian,
2022-08-10 Far and away the most popular sport in the world, football has a special place in Middle
Eastern societies, and for Middle Eastern states. With Qatar hosting the 2022 FIFA World Cup, this
region has been cast into the global footballing spotlight, raising issues of geopolitical competition,
consumer culture and social justice. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, this book examines the



complex questions raised by the phenomenon of football as a significant cultural force in the Middle
East, as well as its linkages to broader political and socioeconomic processes. The establishment of
football as a national sport offers significant insight into the region’s historical experiences with
colonialism and struggles for independence, as well as the sport’s vital role in local and regional
politics today-whether at the forefront of popular mobilisations, or as an instrument of authoritarian
control. Football has also served as an arena of contestation in the formation of national identity, the
struggle for gender equality, and the development of the media landscape. The twelve contributions
to this volume draw on extensive engagement with the existing body of literature, and introduce
original research questions that promise to open new directions for the study of football in the
Middle East.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The State of the Field David Kilpatrick,
2018-12-07 The study of association football has recently emerged as vibrant field of inquiry,
attracting scholars worldwide from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds. Soccer As the Beautiful
Game: Football’s Artistry, Identity and Politics, held at Hofstra University in April 2014, gathered
together scholars, media, management, and fans in the largest ever conference dedicated to the
game in North America. This collection of essays provides a comprehensive view of the academic
perspectives on offer at the conference, itself a snapshot of the state of this increasingly rich
scholarly terrain. The diversity of approaches range from theory to pedagogy to historical and
sociological engagements with the game at all levels, from the grassroots to the grand spectacle of
the World Cup, while the international roster of authors is testimony to the game’s global reach. This
collection of essays therefore offers a state of the field for soccer studies and a road map for further
exploration. The chapters originally published as a special issue in Soccer & Society.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Routledge Handbook of Global Sport John
Nauright, Sarah Zipp, 2020-01-03 The story of global sport is the story of expansion from local
development to globalized industry, from recreational to marketized activity. Alongside that, each
sport has its own distinctive history, sub-cultures, practices and structures. This ambitious new
volume offers state-of-the-art overviews of the development of every major sport or classification of
sport, examining their history, socio-cultural significance, political economy and international reach,
and suggesting directions for future research. Expert authors from around the world provide varied
perspectives on the globalization of sport, highlighting diverse and often underrepresented voices.
By putting sport itself in the foreground, this book represents the perfect companion to any social
scientific course in sport studies, and the perfect jumping-off point for further study or research. The
Routledge Handbook of Global Sport is an essential reference for students and scholars of sport
history, sport and society, the sociology of sport, sport development, sport and globalization, sports
geography, international sports organizations, sports cultures, the governance of sport, sport
studies, sport coaching or sport management.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: The Global Spread of Football from the
1860s to the 1880s Thomas Adam, 2025-08-05 This book offers a study of how football became in
the 1870s a global sport that was played by high school students on several continents. It provides a
horizontal perspective that focusses on the spread of football in the 1870s from its English cradle to
Germany, the United States, and Argentina. It will be the very first account of football that does not
treat this sport in isolation but brings together the phenomenon of football with the conditions in
nineteenth-century high schools and the crisis of urban living and, thereby, explains why this sport
was so willingly and quickly accepted into various societies and cultures around the globe. Football
was part of the social reform movement that emerged in the second half of the nineteenth century in
response to the social ills of urban life. Adults and children spent more and more time inside badly
ventilated buildings. Beginning in the 1870s, social reformers and teachers called for the
introduction into school curricula of physical exercises that could be conducted on the meadows and
sport fields outside cities.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Teaching Global History Alan J. Singer,
2012-04-27 Teaching Global History challenges prospective and beginning social studies teachers to



formulate their own views about what is important to know in global history and why. It explains
how to organize the curriculum around broad social studies concepts and themes and student
questions about humanity, history, and the contemporary world. All chapters include lesson ideas, a
sample lesson plan with activity sheets, primary source documents, and helpful charts, graphs,
photographs, and maps. High school students’ responses are woven in throughout. Additional
material corresponding to each chapter is posted online at http://people.hofstra.edu/alan j singer.
The traditional curriculum tends to highlight the Western heritage, and to race through epochs and
regions, leaving little time for an in-depth exploration of concepts and historical themes, for the
evaluation of primary and secondary sources, and for students to draw their own historical
conclusions. Offering an alternative to such pre-packaged textbook outlines and materials, this text
is a powerful resource for promoting thoughtful reflection and debate about what the global history
curriculum should be and how to teach it.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Sport and Entrepreneurship Dilwyn Porter,
Wray Vamplew, 2020-05-21 Sport and Entrepreneurship combines perspectives derived from
business history and sports history, focusing on the important but relatively unexplored relationship
of entrepreneurship and sport. This important volume offers clearer definitions of both sports
products and sports entrepreneurship, gives due regard to social entrepreneurs, and assesses the
continuing relevance of Hardy’s pioneering study from the 1980s. Hardy himself provides an
introduction to the volume, and chapters by Wray Vamplew and Dilwyn Porter supply an overarching
theoretical framework, offering new ways of identifying and describing sports-related
entrepreneurial activity. Each chapter explores a particular case study, focusing on specific
examples of entrepreneurship as it has been practised in a variety of sporting contexts from the
nineteenth to the early twenty-first centuries, ranging from 19th century equestrianism, to 20th
century ice hockey, and football in the 21st century and covering entrepreneurship in North
America, Europe and the United Kingdom. Each, in its own way, adds depth and complexity to the
discussion. Bridging the gap between sports history and business history, too often seen as separate
spheres, Sport and Entrepreneurship will be of great interest to scholars of sport history, business
and sport, business history, and entrepreneurship. The chapters were originally published as a
special issue of The International Journal of the History of Sport.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Great Athletes Rafer Johnson, 2010

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Encyclopedia of American Immigration , 2010
This three-volume set covers the full breadth of American immigration history in 525 alphabetically
arranged and easy-to-understand articles. Designed and written to be understood by high school
students and college undergraduates Encyclopedia of American Immigration offers a clear and
innovative approach to immigration history that can also be used by advanced students and scholars.
The goal of the set is to address all questions about immigration that students might reasonably be
expected to ask: Where immigrants have come from and why; how they have adapted to their new
homeland; how they have contributed to American culture and society; how government policies
toward them have changed; and how American immigration history has fit into worldwide migration
patterns. - Publisher.

the ball is round a global history of soccer: International Journal of Sport Communication ,
2009

the ball is round a global history of soccer: Kaapse bibliotekaris , 2010 Issues for Nov.
1957- include section: Accessions. Aanwinste, Sept. 1957-
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