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Taking Sides by Gary Soto Study Guide: A Deep Dive into Themes and Analysis

taking sides by gary soto study guide is an essential resource for students
and readers seeking to understand the nuances of Gary Soto’s compelling short
story. This story, often included in middle and high school English
curricula, explores the complexities of childhood, friendship, and the moral
dilemmas that arise when loyalty is tested. Whether you're preparing for a
class discussion, an essay, or just trying to grasp the deeper meanings
behind the narrative, this study guide will walk you through the key elements
of the story, offering insights into characters, themes, and literary
devices.

Understanding the Story: A Brief Overview

Gary Soto’s “Taking Sides” captures a pivotal moment in the life of a young
boy named Victor and his evolving friendship with his best friend, Francisco.
The story revolves around Victor’s internal conflict when he witnesses
Francisco stealing oranges from a backyard. Victor faces a moral dilemma:
should he stand by his friend or do what he believes is right? This moment of
tension highlights the challenges of growing up and making difficult choices.

The narrative is simple yet powerful, illustrating how childhood innocence 1is
often confronted by ethical questions that are rarely black and white. Soto’s
use of straightforward language and relatable characters makes the story
accessible while inviting readers to reflect on their own values.

Key Themes Explored in Taking Sides by Gary
Soto

Friendship and Loyalty

One of the central themes in “Taking Sides” is the nature of friendship and
the often complicated concept of loyalty. Victor’s struggle is emblematic of
the conflict many people face when their personal morals clash with their
desire to be loyal to friends. The study guide highlights how Soto portrays
this tension realistically, showing that friendships require navigating
difficult situations.



Morality and Ethics

The story delves into the gray areas of morality. Francisco’s act of stealing
is clearly wrong, but Victor’'s hesitation to report it underscores how
morality can be influenced by personal relationships and fear of
consequences. The study guide encourages readers to think about what they
would do in Victor’s position, making it an excellent tool for discussion
about ethics.

Growing Up and Self-Discovery

“Taking Sides” also touches on the theme of maturation. Victor’'s experience
is a moment of self-discovery, where he begins to understand that growing up
involves making hard choices and accepting responsibility for those
decisions. This theme resonates with many young readers who are themselves
navigating the complexities of adolescence.

Character Analysis in Taking Sides by Gary Soto

Victor: The Protagonist

Victor is portrayed as a thoughtful and sensitive boy who finds himself
caught between right and wrong. The study guide points out that Victor’s
internal conflict drives the story and invites readers to empathize with his
predicament. His character development is subtle but significant, showing
growth by the story’s end.

Francisco: The Friend

Francisco’s character is more complex than just a “troublemaker.” While he
steals the oranges, Soto portrays him as a real kid with flaws rather than a
villain. The study guide explores Francisco’'s role in challenging Victor’s
values, making readers question the nature of right and wrong.

Supporting Characters

Though not heavily featured, the presence of other characters such as the
homeowner and Victor’s family helps to create a realistic backdrop. Their
reactions and roles provide context for Victor’s decisions and add depth to
the story’s setting.



Literary Devices and Writing Style

Gary Soto’s writing style in “Taking Sides” is notable for its simplicity and
vivid imagery. The study guide emphasizes how Soto uses concise language to
evoke emotions and paint a clear picture of the setting—a typical suburban
neighborhood where childhood innocence meets real-world challenges.

Symbolism

The stolen oranges serve as a powerful symbol in the story. They represent
temptation, the consequences of actions, and the loss of innocence. The study
guide encourages readers to think about how this symbol reinforces the
story’s themes.

Point of View

The story is told from Victor’s first-person perspective, which allows
readers to experience his thoughts and feelings intimately. This narrative
choice makes the moral conflict more personal and engaging.

Dialogue and Tone

Soto’s use of natural dialogue captures the authentic voice of young boys,
making the characters relatable. The tone is reflective and sometimes tense,
mirroring Victor’s inner turmoil.

Discussion Questions and Essay Topics

To deepen understanding, the taking sides by gary soto study guide often
includes thought-provoking questions such as:

What would you have done if you were Victor? Why?

How does the story explore the concept of right and wrong?

In what ways does the setting influence the events of the story?

Discuss the significance of the title “Taking Sides.” What sides are
being taken?

How does Victor’s relationship with Francisco change throughout the



story?

These questions not only prompt critical thinking but also help students
practice analytical writing.

Tips for Analyzing Taking Sides by Gary Soto

When studying this story, consider the following strategies to enhance
comprehension and interpretation:

1. Pay close attention to Victor’'s internal dialogue to understand his
conflict.

2. Look for clues in the setting that reflect the mood and themes.
3. Analyze how Soto’'s choice of words conveys emotion and tension.
4. Compare and contrast the characters’ actions and motivations.

5. Reflect on your personal experiences with friendship and morality to
connect with the story’s themes.

These approaches will help readers engage more deeply with the text, making
discussions and essays richer and more insightful.

Why Taking Sides by Gary Soto Remains Relevant

Even years after its publication, “Taking Sides” continues to resonate with
readers because it deals with universal experiences. The story’s exploration
of loyalty, morality, and growing up is timeless, making it a valuable piece
for classroom study and personal reflection alike.

Moreover, Gary Soto’s portrayal of relatable characters in familiar settings
allows readers from diverse backgrounds to see themselves in the story. The
study guide helps unlock these connections by providing context and analysis
that go beyond the surface narrative.

As you explore the story through a taking sides by gary soto study guide,
you’'ll find that its lessons about making choices and understanding
consequences are as relevant today as ever, encouraging readers to think
critically about their own values and decisions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Taking Sides' by Gary
Soto?

'Taking Sides' explores themes of friendship, loyalty, and the struggle
between doing what is right versus succumbing to peer pressure.

Who are the main characters in 'Taking Sides'?

The main characters are Victor, the protagonist who faces a moral dilemma,
and his friend, who influences his decisions.

What is the central conflict in 'Taking Sides'?

The central conflict revolves around Victor deciding whether to support his
friend’s wrongful actions or to do the right thing.

How does Gary Soto use setting in 'Taking Sides' to
enhance the story?

The setting, a typical school environment, highlights the everyday challenges
teens face regarding peer pressure and ethical decisions.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Taking
Sides'?

Gary Soto employs dialogue, internal monologue, and symbolism to convey
Victor’s internal struggle and moral growth.

How can 'Taking Sides' be used to teach moral
reasoning to students?

'Taking Sides' serves as a discussion starter about ethics, encouraging
students to analyze choices and consequences in real-life scenarios.

What lesson does Victor learn by the end of 'Taking
Sides'?

Victor learns the importance of standing up for what is right, even if it
means going against friends or facing challenges.

Why is peer pressure a significant theme in 'Taking



Sides'?

Peer pressure drives the plot and character decisions, illustrating how it
can lead individuals to compromise their values.

How does Gary Soto's writing style affect the tone
of 'Taking Sides'?

Soto’'s straightforward and relatable writing style makes the story accessible
and engaging, emphasizing the realism of Victor’'s dilemma.

What questions can be asked to facilitate a class
discussion on 'Taking Sides'?

Questions like 'What would you do in Victor’s situation?' or 'How do
friendships influence our moral decisions?' encourage critical thinking and
empathy.

Additional Resources

Taking Sides by Gary Soto Study Guide: An In-Depth Examination of the
Narrative and Its Themes

Taking sides by Gary Soto study guide serves as an essential resource for
students, educators, and literary enthusiasts seeking to delve into the
nuanced storytelling and thematic complexity of Soto’s work. This study guide
aids in unpacking the layers of meaning behind the narrative, offering
critical insights into the author’s stylistic choices, character development,
and the socio-cultural contexts that shape the story. As one explores this
guide, it becomes evident how the themes of identity, conflict, and cultural
duality are woven intricately into the fabric of the story, providing fertile
ground for analytical discussion.

Understanding the Context and Background of
“Taking Sides”

Gary Soto, a prominent Mexican-American author known for his vivid portrayal
of Latino life in the United States, often explores the tensions between
cultural heritage and assimilation. “Taking Sides” is no exception. The
story, often included in contemporary American literature curricula, reflects
Soto’s signature style—simple yet evocative prose that captures the struggles
of youth navigating the crossroads of cultural identity.

The study guide contextualizes the narrative by highlighting Soto’s
background as a Chicano writer and how his personal experiences inform the



story’s thematic concerns. It provides historical and cultural frameworks
that enable readers to appreciate the socio-political underpinnings in
“Taking Sides,” such as the challenges faced by Mexican-American communities
during the late 20th century. This contextual grounding is vital for readers
who may not be familiar with the cultural nuances embedded in the story.

Character Analysis: Depth Beyond the Surface

One of the strengths of the taking sides by gary soto study guide is its
focus on character analysis. Soto’s characters are often relatable yet
complex, embodying the internal and external conflicts that arise from their
cultural environments. The guide meticulously breaks down the protagonist’s
motivations, dilemmas, and growth throughout the narrative.

The Protagonist’s Internal Conflict

The central figure in “Taking Sides” grapples with the pressure to conform to
societal expectations while remaining true to personal identity. The study
guide explores how Soto uses internal monologues and subtle interactions to
reveal the protagonist’s turmoil, emphasizing themes of loyalty and
belonging. This analysis helps readers understand the psychological depth of
the character and the broader implications of his choices.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

In addition to the protagonist, the guide examines secondary characters and
their influence on the storyline. These characters often represent varying
perspectives within the cultural spectrum, highlighting the complexity of
community dynamics. By analyzing their roles, readers gain insight into the
social fabric that shapes the protagonist’s decisions and the story’s central
conflict.

Thematic Exploration in “Taking Sides”

Themes are pivotal in any literary work, and the taking sides by gary soto
study guide excels in dissecting the story’s core themes with precision and
clarity.

Cultural Identity and Assimilation

A predominant theme is the struggle between embracing one’s cultural heritage



and assimilating into the dominant culture. The guide discusses how Soto
portrays this tension through symbolic elements and character interactions,
illustrating the emotional and psychological challenges inherent in cultural
negotiation. This theme resonates strongly with readers from diverse
backgrounds, making the story universally relevant.

Choices and Consequences

The narrative’s title, “Taking Sides,” encapsulates the theme of decision-
making and its ramifications. The study guide highlights moments in the story
where characters must choose allegiances or paths, often under social or
familial pressure. This theme is explored in depth, with the guide
encouraging readers to reflect on the moral and ethical dimensions of the
characters’ choices.

Conflict and Resolution

Conflict, both internal and external, drives the narrative forward. The study
guide provides a detailed breakdown of the types of conflict present—man
versus self, man versus society, and man versus man—and how Soto uses these
conflicts to develop the plot and themes. The resolution of these conflicts
is analyzed for its effectiveness and thematic significance.

Literary Devices and Style

An essential component of the taking sides by gary soto study guide is its
exploration of literary devices and stylistic techniques employed by Soto.

Symbolism and Imagery

Soto’s use of symbolism is subtle yet impactful. The guide identifies key
symbols within the story-such as objects, settings, or actions—that serve to
reinforce the themes of identity and conflict. Vivid imagery also plays a
crucial role in immersing readers in the cultural landscape, and the guide
carefully dissects these elements to enhance comprehension.

Language and Tone

The study guide comments on Soto’s accessible yet poignant language, noting
how the tone shifts to reflect the protagonist’s emotional state. This
analysis helps readers appreciate the narrative’s rhythm and emotional



undercurrents, facilitating a deeper emotional connection with the text.

Practical Applications of the Study Guide

Beyond literary analysis, the taking sides by gary soto study guide is
designed to support educational objectives and improve critical reading
skills.

* Discussion Questions: Thought-provoking questions encourage readers to
engage actively with the text, fostering analytical thinking and class
discussions.

e Essay Prompts: The guide includes prompts that challenge students to
explore themes, characters, and stylistic elements in written form,
sharpening their argumentative skills.

e Vocabulary Lists: Key terms and phrases are highlighted to enhance
language comprehension and retention.

e Comparative Analysis: Some versions of the guide suggest comparing
“Taking Sides” with other works by Gary Soto or similar authors to
broaden literary perspectives.

Comparative Insights: Placing “Taking Sides” in
Literary Context

When juxtaposed with other short stories by Gary Soto, “Taking Sides” stands
out for its focused exploration of cultural conflict and personal identity.
The study guide often encourages readers to consider how this story aligns
with or diverges from themes in Soto’'s broader oeuvre, such as in works like
“The Jacket” or “Seventh Grade.” This comparative approach enriches the
reader’s understanding of recurring motifs and narrative techniques in Soto’s
writing.

Moreover, placing “Taking Sides” alongside stories by other Latino authors
reveals common thematic threads—such as bicultural identity and generational
conflict—while also highlighting Soto’s unique narrative voice. This literary
positioning adds depth to the study guide’s analytical framework and broadens
the scope of cultural discourse.



Challenges and Limitations of the Study Guide

While the taking sides by gary soto study guide offers comprehensive
coverage, certain limitations are worth noting. Some readers may find the
guide’s focus on thematic analysis more suited to advanced students,
potentially posing challenges for younger audiences or those new to literary
criticism. Additionally, the guide’s emphasis on socio-cultural contexts may
require supplementary materials for readers unfamiliar with Mexican-American
history or cultural nuances.

However, these challenges can be mitigated through guided instruction and
supplemental discussions, making the study guide a valuable tool in diverse
educational settings.

Exploring the “Taking Sides” narrative through this study guide reveals the
intricate layers of Gary Soto’s storytelling craft. The guide’s balanced
approach—combining cultural context, character study, thematic exploration,
and literary analysis—equips readers with the analytical tools necessary to
appreciate the story’s depth. For those seeking to understand the
intersection of culture, identity, and personal choice in contemporary
literature, this study guide remains an indispensable resource.
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taking sides by gary soto study guide: Study Guide for Taking Sides by Gary Soto, 2001
Provides teaching strategies, background, and suggested resources; reproducible student pages to

use before, during, and after reading--Cover.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: A Reader[Js Guide to Gary Soto[Js Taking Sides Jen
Jones Donatelli, 2010-01-01 An introduction to Gary Soto's novel Taking sides for high school
students, which includes biographical background on the author, explanations of various literary
devices and techniques, and literary criticism for the novice reader--Provided by publisher.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their
Creators , Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s
literature, Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians,
educators, and specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to
Children’s Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable
reference, geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces
readers to the wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for
children, the ones that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to
include newcomers such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on
publishing and educational trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved
children’s authors and illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal
glimpses into craft by well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by
category. The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of
contemporary children’s literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or
working with children.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: A Study Guide for Lucille Clifton's "In the Inner


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/taking-sides-by-gary-soto-study-guide.pdf

City" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016

taking sides by gary soto study guide: A Study Guide for Gary Soto's "Oranges" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Gary Soto's Oranges, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: A Study Guide for May Swenson's "Question"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Exploring Diversity Jean E. Brown, Elaine C.
Stephens, 1996-04-15 Help students explore their own identity through fiction, biographies, and
autobiographies; examine their most significant relationships (i.e., with family members and
friends); and learn about different racial, ethnic, and cultural traditions through contemporary
realistic fiction and historical fiction. Brown and Stephens also describe outstanding books and
authors that enhance the perspective of diversity, and they address controversial issues related to
the use of multicultural literature. Grades 4-8.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Reading Between the Lines Joanne Dowdy, Kenneth
Cushner, 2014-03-18 This book presents the work from a selection of contributors who aim to
provide educators with hands-on activities to encourage reflection, awareness, and dialogue related
to social justice issues. Highlighting the need for teachers to intentionally create spaces where
students from all backgrounds can work together and appreciate their differences, teachers and
teacher educators showcase hands-on literacy strategies that all educators can adapt and use in
their own classrooms to enhance social justice awareness.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Rip-Roaring Reads for Reluctant Teen Readers Gale
W. Sherman, Bette D. Ammon, 1993-11-15 Selected for their high interest, appealing formats,
appropriate reading levels, outstanding writing, and popularity, these contemporary, spellbinding
titles (20 for grades 5-8 and 20 for grades 9-12) reflect a variety of genres and themes that will
encourage lifelong literacy. Given for each title are genre and themes, review citations, author
information, plot summary, reading and interest rankings, booktalks, literature extensions,
alternative book report suggestions, and reproducible bookmarks that suggest further reading.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Gary Soto Ron McFarland, 2022-08-22 In a 1995
interview, prolific Chicano writer Gary Soto noted, Wonderment has always been a part of my life.
This book surveys Soto's immense range of poems, stories, novels, essays and plays for audiences of
prereaders to adults. Soto's world moves from the cotton and beet fields of the San Joaquin Valley to
the blue-collar barrios of Fresno, and to urban and suburban settings in Oakland and Berkeley.
Chapters analyze a wide variety of Soto titles, from his breakout works like 1977's The Elements of
San Joaquin to the Chato the Cat illustrated books for children. With self-deprecating humor,
particularly in his poems, Soto combines his wonderment with the trials and conflicts that beset him
throughout life. In such novels as Jesse, Buried Onions and The Afterlife, and in his stories for YA
readers, including Baseball in April and Petty Crimes, his broad array of characters confront the
anxieties and annoyances of adolescence. Although he continues to motivate young Chicanos to read
and write, Soto stakes his greatest claims to literary prominence through his poems, which are
accessible to readers of all ages.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Culturally Responsive Literacy Instruction Dorothy J.
O'Shea, Festus E. Obiakor, 2009 Improve reading achievement for students from diverse
backgrounds with research-supported practices and culturally responsive interventions in phonemic
awareness, phonics/decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Using Formative Assessment to Differentiate Middle
School Literacy Instruction Leslie Laud, Pooja Patel, 2012-11-28 We all recognize the countless
benefits of differentiated instruction. The challenge is in its implementation. Faced with a classroom
of 25 students-each with very different needs-how can we possibly keep every student on track and
motivated? Through formative assessment and efficient follow-up instruction. This start-to-finish




guide will show you how through seven classroom-tested practices for maximizing student learning.
Experts on this subject, Leslie Laud and Pooja Patel demonstrate how to Establish new classroom
norms Involve students in the use of assessment data and feedback to inform their next steps Clarify
end-of-unit criteria to help map learning progression Apply assessment data to group students for
tiered activities Differentiate assignments based on student readiness, characteristics, and interest
Best of all, Using Formative Assessment to Differentiate Middle School Literacy Instruction is
packed with vignettes, sample worksheets, and charts to assist you through each step in the process.
Armed with this tool kit, you'll quickly discover new ways to keep all students engaged in their
learning. Book jacket.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Spanish/English Codeswitching in a Written
Corpus Laura Callahan, 2004 Spanish/English codeswitching in published work represents a claim
to the right to participate in the marketplace on a bilingual and not just monolingual basis. This book
offers a syntactic and sociolinguistic analysis of the codeswitching in a corpus of thirty texts: novels
and short stories published in the United States by twenty-four authors between 1970-2000. An
application of the Matrix Language Frame model shows that written codeswitching follows for the
most part the same syntactic patterns as its spoken counterpart. The reasons why some written
codeswitching is considered to be artificial or inauthentic are examined. An overview of written
codeswitching research is given, including titles of many texts in addition to the corpus that contain
codeswitching between diverse languages. The book concludes with a look at how codeswitching is
used by writers to attain their objectives, and what the implications may be for the relative positions
of Spanish, English, and Spanish/English codeswitching in the United States.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Reading Raps Rita Soltan, 2005-12-30 Book clubs are
sprouting up all over, and so are book club guides—but not all book club guides are equal. Many
focus on a specific type of book club, or they take a generic approach of one size fits all; and most do
not take into account the special needs of librarians and educators working with young readers. This
guide has it all, and it will help you ensure that your book club meetings are both fun and
educational. Focusing on children in grades 3-8 (and their families), the book offers 100 ready-made
book club instructions for popular children's and YA titles—from newer releases, such as Theresa
Nelson's Ruby Electric and Blue Balliett's Chasing Vermeer to perennial favorites and
award-winning classics, such as Johanna Hurwitz's Much Ado about Aldo and Gary Soto's Baseball in
April and Other Stories. Along with thought-provoking discussion questions, you'll find all the
background information you need to conduct lively book discussions with a variety of readers-plot
summary, themes and characters description, genre, reading level, author and award information,
related reads, and more. The guide describes four types of family-oriented book clubs—family,
mother/daughter, father/son, and readers' rap—as well as a book club for kids only. The author
provides practical instructions for making each type of book club successful. For each title, she
provides a plot summary, characterization sketches, questions to use for provocative discussion, and
follow-up bibliographies on similar reads. Notes on genres, themes, and reading levels are also
provided. The selected titles reflect some of the best, most current, and most popular children's
literature. In addition, a broad scope of genres and multicultural titles are included. Perfect for
public library programs and after school book clubs, this is a one-stop resource, with practical,
ready-made plans that can easily be adapted to multiple environments. Grades 3-8.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Multicultural Literature for Children and Young Adults
Mingshui Cai, 2002-10-30 There is much discussion of multiculturalism in education. This is
especially true of multicultural literature for children and young adults. The rise of multicultural
literature is a political rather than a literary movement; it is a movement to claim space in literature
and in education for historically marginalized social groups rather than one to renovate the craft of
literature itself. Multicultural literature has been closely bound with the cause of multiculturalism in
general and thus has been confronted with resistance from conservatives. This book discusses many
of the controversial issues surrounding multicultural literature for children and young adults. The
volume begins with a look at some of the foundational and theoretical issues related to multicultural



literature. The second part of the book addresses issues related to the creation and critique of
multicultural literature, including the authorship of such works and the role of the reader in
determining whether or not a work is multicultural. The third looks at the place of multicultural
literature in the education of children and young adults. Throughout its discussion, the book makes
extensive references to a large body of multicultural fiction and provides a thorough review of
research on this important topic.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Resources in Education , 1997

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Persuasion , 1998-10

taking sides by gary soto study guide: How to Teach Students Who Don't Look Like You
Bonnie M. Davis, 2006 Working with students from diverse backgrounds is one of the greatest
challenges teachers face. In addition, teachers and administrators face additional pressure to close
the achievement gap between white students and their racial and ethnically diverse counterparts. A
former teacher, Bonnie Davis has particular insight into this issue as a white woman with a black son
who has successfully taught students of diverse backgrounds. Drawing on the educational literature
on the subject, Bonnie has created an interactive workbook for teachers that will help them
understand their students and find new and better ways of teaching to them.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Summer Bridge Activities, Grades 6 - 7 Leland
Graham, Frankie Long, 2006 Builds confidence and self-esteem with activities that prepare students
for the seventh grade.--Cover.

taking sides by gary soto study guide: Massachusetts MTEL English (07) Audrey A.
Friedman, 2009-08-13 Get Licensed and Get Teaching! NEW Massachusetts Teacher Certification
Test Prep Puts Teachers in a Class of Their Own! First Edition with CD-ROM TestWare(R)! REA's
new test prep for the MTEL (Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure) English (Field 07) was
specifically designed for prospective educators seeking a Massachusetts English Language teaching
license. Teacher candidates typically take the MTEL as they are nearing completion of, or have
completed, their undergraduate work. Fully aligned with the standards of the Massachusetts
Department of Education, the book contains an in-depth, targeted review that covers all areas of the
state's official exam topics, including Literature & Language, Rhetoric & Composition, Reading
Theory, Research & Instruction, and the Integration of Knowledge and Understanding. Two
full-length practice exams feature every type of question, subject area, and skill tested on the MTEL
exam. Our practice tests replicate the multiple-choice and open-ended portions of the official exam,
allowing teacher candidates to assess their skills and gauge their test-readiness. The interactive
CD-ROM includes the book's two exams in a timed format with automatic scoring and instant
feedback, allowing teacher candidates to identify their strengths and weaknesses. Our test prep
comes complete with test-taking tips and strategies, plus detailed explanations of all practice test
answers. This book is a must for anyone seeking certification as an English teacher in
Massachusetts.
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