
politics in china an introduction
Politics in China: An Introduction to Understanding Its Complex Landscape

politics in china an introduction often invites curiosity and sometimes confusion, given
the country's unique political framework and historical trajectory. Unlike many Western
democracies where multi-party systems prevail, China operates under a distinctive political
system that has shaped its domestic policies and international relations significantly. If
you’re keen to grasp how power is structured and exercised in the world's most populous
nation, understanding the foundations of politics in China is essential.

The Foundations of China's Political System

At the heart of politics in China lies the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which has been the
ruling party since 1949. The CCP's dominance shapes the entire political landscape,
influencing governance, social policies, and economic strategies. Unlike pluralistic
democracies where power is contested among multiple parties, China’s one-party system
means that the CCP holds centralized authority and directs the country’s political agenda.

The Role of the Chinese Communist Party

The CCP is not just a political party; it functions as the core institution controlling the state,
the military, and much of society. Its leadership is determined through internal mechanisms
rather than popular elections as understood in the West. The Politburo Standing Committee,
a small group of top leaders within the CCP, wields the most significant power, setting the
tone for national policies and international diplomacy.

Party membership is a coveted status in China, often linked to career advancement and
social influence. The CCP emphasizes ideological unity and loyalty, regularly conducting
internal education campaigns to reinforce its guiding principles. This centralized control
ensures consistency in governance but also raises questions about political freedoms and
transparency.

The Structure of Government

China's government is structured with several layers, but ultimately, the CCP’s leadership
permeates all levels. The highest state body is the National People's Congress (NPC), which
acts as the legislative branch, theoretically representing the people's interests. However,
the NPC’s role is largely seen as endorsing decisions made by the CCP rather than serving
as an independent legislative check.

The State Council, headed by the Premier, functions as the administrative branch,
managing day-to-day affairs and executing policies. Meanwhile, the President of China
holds a largely ceremonial role but often coincides with the CCP General Secretary position,



consolidating power in one individual. This blending of party and state roles allows for
streamlined decision-making but limits political pluralism.

Historical Context: How Politics in China Evolved

Understanding politics in China requires a look back at its turbulent 20th-century history.
After centuries of imperial rule, China entered a period of instability marked by warlordism
and foreign invasions. The Chinese Civil War between the Nationalists (Kuomintang) and
the Communists culminated in the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949
under Mao Zedong's leadership.

Mao’s era introduced radical political campaigns like the Great Leap Forward and the
Cultural Revolution, which had profound social and economic impacts. These movements
were driven by an ideological fervor to reshape Chinese society but often resulted in
turmoil and hardship.

Since Mao's death in 1976, China has undergone significant reforms, especially under Deng
Xiaoping, who introduced market-oriented economic policies while maintaining strict
political control. This blend of economic liberalization with political authoritarianism is a
defining characteristic of modern Chinese politics.

Key Political Milestones

1949: Establishment of the People's Republic of China under CCP rule.

1958-1962: The Great Leap Forward, an ambitious but disastrous economic
campaign.

1966-1976: The Cultural Revolution, a decade of political upheaval and social
disruption.

1978 onwards: Economic reforms and opening-up policies initiated by Deng
Xiaoping.

1989: Tiananmen Square protests and subsequent government crackdown.

21st Century: Rise of China as a global power with increased emphasis on
technology and military modernization.

Understanding Political Ideology and Governance



in China

Politics in China is deeply influenced by the CCP’s guiding ideology, which has evolved over
the decades. Originally rooted in Marxism-Leninism and Maoism, contemporary Chinese
politics embraces "Socialism with Chinese Characteristics." This concept acknowledges the
importance of economic growth and modernization while maintaining the Party’s absolute
control.

Authoritarianism and Governance Style

China’s political system is often described as authoritarian, where political power is
concentrated in the hands of the CCP leadership without competitive elections or pluralism.
This governance style emphasizes stability, unity, and long-term planning over individual
political freedoms.

The CCP utilizes various mechanisms to maintain control, including censorship, surveillance,
and strict regulation of civil society organizations. While this approach has been effective in
maintaining social order and driving rapid development, it also attracts criticism from
human rights advocates and foreign governments concerned about political repression.

Centralized Control vs. Local Governance

While the central government sets broad policies, provincial and local governments play a
crucial role in implementation. These local authorities often have some flexibility to adapt
national directives to local conditions, leading to a complex interplay between centralized
authority and regional autonomy.

However, local officials are also closely monitored by the CCP to prevent deviation from
party lines. This hierarchical control structure ensures that political loyalty is maintained
throughout the country.

The Impact of Politics on China’s International
Relations

China’s political system significantly influences how it engages with the global community.
The CCP’s priorities, including economic development, national sovereignty, and global
influence, shape foreign policy decisions.

One Belt One Road and Global Diplomacy

One of the most visible manifestations of China's political strategy is the Belt and Road



Initiative (BRI), a massive infrastructure and investment project spanning multiple
continents. This initiative reflects China’s ambition to expand its global footprint
economically and geopolitically.

China’s political leaders often emphasize principles like non-interference and respect for
sovereignty in their diplomatic rhetoric, which contrasts with Western approaches to
international relations.

Challenges and Global Perceptions

China’s political system and governance style have sparked debates worldwide about
human rights, trade practices, and security concerns. Issues such as the situation in Hong
Kong, Xinjiang, and Taiwan remain sensitive and shape global perceptions of China.

At the same time, many countries recognize China’s rising influence and seek pragmatic
engagement despite ideological differences. Understanding the nuances of politics in China
is key to grasping these complex international dynamics.

Why Understanding Politics in China Matters

For students, business professionals, policymakers, or simply curious global citizens, having
a foundational understanding of politics in China enriches your perspective on world affairs.
China's political decisions impact global markets, technology development, environmental
policies, and security matters.

Engaging with China through the lens of its political system helps in anticipating policy
shifts, understanding media narratives, and appreciating the country’s unique path of
modernization.

Politics in China may seem opaque at first, but with a closer look at its history, structures,
and ideological underpinnings, the picture becomes clearer. Rather than a static or
monolithic entity, China’s political landscape is dynamic, reflecting both ancient traditions
and contemporary challenges. This makes the study of politics in China an ongoing journey
that is essential for anyone interested in global affairs today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the structure of the political system in China?
China has a single-party socialist republic framework led by the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), with the President as the head of state and the Premier as the head of government.



How does the Chinese Communist Party maintain
control over politics in China?
The CCP maintains control through centralized authority, strict party discipline, control over
the military and media, and a comprehensive system of surveillance and censorship.

What role does the National People's Congress play in
China's political system?
The National People's Congress (NPC) is China's highest legislative body, responsible for
enacting laws, approving the budget, and electing major officials, although its decisions
typically align with CCP directives.

How are leaders selected within the Chinese Communist
Party?
Leaders are selected through a combination of internal party elections, appointments, and
consensus-building among senior party officials, often influenced by factional alliances and
performance.

What are the main political challenges facing China
today?
Key challenges include managing economic reform and growth, addressing social
inequality, handling ethnic and regional tensions, and navigating international relations
amid global scrutiny.

How does China's political system handle dissent and
opposition?
China's political system restricts organized opposition through censorship, legal controls,
and suppression of dissenting voices, while promoting stability and party unity as priorities.

What is the role of ideology in Chinese politics?
Ideology, particularly Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, continues to underpin
China's political system, guiding policy decisions and legitimizing the CCP's rule.

How does China's political system impact its foreign
policy?
China's centralized political system enables a cohesive and strategic foreign policy focused
on national sovereignty, economic development, and expanding global influence while
managing geopolitical challenges.



Additional Resources
Politics in China: An Introduction to the Complex Landscape

politics in china an introduction reveals a multifaceted and tightly controlled system
that continues to shape not only the largest population in the world but also global
economic and geopolitical dynamics. Understanding the political framework of China
requires an examination of its unique governance model, historical evolution, and
contemporary challenges. This article explores the structure of the Chinese political system,
the role of the Communist Party, state institutions, and the broader implications for
domestic and international affairs.

Overview of the Political System in China

China operates under a one-party socialist republic framework dominated by the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP). Unlike multiparty democracies where power alternates among
competing parties, China's political landscape is characterized by the CCP’s central role in
governance, policymaking, and administration. The party controls the military, media,
judiciary, and key state functions, thereby ensuring a consolidated authority that impacts
every facet of Chinese society.

The National People’s Congress (NPC) acts as the highest state body and legislative house,
but it functions largely as a rubber-stamp institution endorsing decisions made by the CCP
leadership. This centralized decision-making process is often contrasted with Western
parliamentary systems, where legislative bodies wield independent power. The Chinese
political system is thus often described as “authoritarian” or a “party-state,” where the CCP
is both the ruling party and the ultimate decision-maker.

The Role of the Communist Party of China

At the heart of politics in China is the Chinese Communist Party, founded in 1921 and
ascending to power in 1949 after the Chinese Civil War. The CCP’s ideology, rooted in
Marxism-Leninism and adapted through Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, and
Xi Jinping Thought, guides state policies and governance. The party’s Politburo Standing
Committee, consisting of the top leadership, directs national priorities and strategies.

The CCP maintains strict control over political expression, dissent, and opposition. There
are no legal opposition parties, and political pluralism is largely absent. Instead, the party
emphasizes “social stability” and economic development as pillars of legitimacy. This has
led to significant economic growth and social transformation but also to criticisms regarding
human rights and political freedoms.

State Institutions and Governance

While the CCP leads the political direction, China’s state institutions manage the



administrative execution of government policies. The State Council, headed by the Premier,
functions as the executive branch, overseeing ministries and provincial governments. The
judiciary, although nominally independent, remains under party influence, limiting judicial
autonomy particularly in politically sensitive cases.

China’s governance structure is highly hierarchical and centralized but incorporates local
governments at provincial, municipal, and county levels. These local administrations
implement central policies, though the degree of autonomy varies. The relationship
between central and local authorities is a complex balancing act involving policy
experimentation and political oversight.

Historical Context and Evolution of Politics in
China

Understanding contemporary politics in China necessitates examining its historical
trajectory. The fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1911 ended imperial rule but led to decades of
fragmentation and conflict. The CCP’s rise to power in 1949 marked the establishment of
the People’s Republic of China, initiating a new political era centered on socialist ideology
and one-party rule.

The Mao era (1949–1976) was characterized by radical campaigns such as the Great Leap
Forward and the Cultural Revolution, which had profound social and political consequences.
Post-Mao reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping in the late 1970s introduced economic
liberalization while maintaining strict political control, a dual approach often referred to as
“socialism with Chinese characteristics.”

In recent decades, especially under Xi Jinping’s leadership since 2012, there has been a
notable recentralization of power within the CCP, reinforced ideological control, and an
assertive foreign policy stance. These developments reflect a shift from the collective
leadership style of previous decades to a more personalized and consolidated authority.

Comparisons with Other Political Systems

When compared to Western democracies, the Chinese political system diverges
fundamentally in terms of party pluralism, electoral processes, and civil liberties. For
instance, the absence of competitive elections and independent media contrasts with
democratic norms emphasizing transparency and accountability. However, proponents
argue that China’s model has delivered rapid economic development and social stability,
aspects often cited as limitations in liberal democracies facing gridlock.

In contrast to other authoritarian regimes, China’s governance incorporates sophisticated
mechanisms for internal party discipline, anti-corruption campaigns, and technocratic
management. The CCP’s adaptability and capacity for policy innovation have helped
maintain its legitimacy amid changing domestic and global conditions.



Contemporary Issues and Challenges

Politics in China today faces several critical challenges that influence both domestic policy
and international relations. One significant issue is the balance between maintaining
political control and addressing social demands for greater transparency, rule of law, and
participation. The CCP’s emphasis on censorship and surveillance aims to mitigate dissent
but also raises concerns about human rights abuses.

Economic challenges, including slowing growth rates, income inequality, and the need for
sustainable development, also influence political decision-making. The party has prioritized
“common prosperity” to reduce disparities while managing the transition from an export-
led economy to one driven by innovation and domestic consumption.

Internationally, China’s political assertiveness in territorial disputes, trade policies, and
global governance shapes perceptions and responses from other countries. The intersection
of domestic politics and foreign policy underlines the CCP’s strategy to project strength and
safeguard national interests amid complex geopolitical rivalries.

Key Features of Chinese Political Control

Several mechanisms underpin the CCP’s enduring control over Chinese politics:

Party Discipline and Anti-Corruption Measures: The Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection (CCDI) enforces party loyalty and combats corruption, which has
been a hallmark of Xi Jinping’s tenure.

Media and Information Control: State censorship and propaganda efforts shape
public opinion and limit exposure to dissenting views.

Social Credit System: A controversial tool to monitor and regulate citizen behavior
through a points-based assessment system.

Surveillance Technology: Extensive use of facial recognition, internet monitoring,
and big data analytics to preempt potential social unrest.

These elements combine to create a comprehensive governance model focused on
maintaining stability and CCP supremacy.

The Future Trajectory of Politics in China

Looking ahead, politics in China will likely continue to evolve within the framework
established by the CCP, balancing modernization with authoritarian governance. The
party’s ability to manage internal dissent, adapt to economic challenges, and navigate



international pressures will be crucial determinants of its longevity.

Analysts often debate whether China might gradually introduce political reforms or further
entrench its current system. The rising nationalism and emphasis on ideological conformity
suggest a consolidation rather than liberalization in the near term. However, demographic
shifts, technological advancements, and global interconnectedness could introduce new
variables influencing China’s political landscape.

In essence, politics in China remains a dynamic and complex domain. Its interplay between
centralized party control, economic performance, and social management continues to
captivate scholars, policymakers, and observers worldwide seeking to comprehend one of
the most influential political systems of the 21st century.

Politics In China An Introduction

  politics in china an introduction: Politics in China William A. Joseph, 2019-04-25 On
October 1, 2019, the People's Republic of China (PRC) will celebrate the 70th anniversary of its
founding. And what an eventful and tumultuous seven decades it has been! During that time, under
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), China has been transformed from one of
world's poorest countries into one of its fastest growing economies, and from a weak state barely
able to govern or protect its own territory to a rising power that is challenging the United States for
global influence. But in the late 1950s, the PRC experienced the most deadly famine in human
history, caused largely by the actions and inactions of its leaders. Not long after, there was a
collapse of government authority that pushed the country to the brink of (and in some places
actually into) civil war and anarchy. And in 1989, the CCP unleashed the army to brutally crush
demonstrations by students and others calling for political reform. China is now, for the most part,
peaceful, prospering, and proud. The CCP maintains a firm grip on power through a combination of
harsh repression and popular support largely based on its recent record of promoting rapid
economic growth. Yet, the party and country face serious challenges on many fronts, including a
slowing economy, environmental desecration, pervasive corruption, extreme inequalities, ethnic
unrest, and a rising tide of social protest. Politics in China provides an accessible yet authoritative
introduction to how the world's most populous nation and rapidly rising global power is governed
today. The third edition has been extensively revised, thoroughly updated, and includes a new
chapter on the internet and politics in China. The book's chapters provide overviews of major
periods in China's modern political history from the mid-nineteenth century to the present,
examinations of key topics in contemporary Chinese politics, and analyses of developments in four
important areas located on China's geographic periphery: Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.
  politics in china an introduction: Politics in China William A. Joseph, 2014-03-14 On
October 1, 2009, the People's Republic of China (PRC) celebrated the 60th anniversary of its
founding. And what an eventful and tumultuous six decades it had been. During that time, under the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), China was transformed from one of the world's
poorest countries into the world's fastest growing major economy, and from a weak state barely able
to govern or protect its own territory to a rising power that is challenging the United States for
global influence. Over those same years, the PRC also experienced the most deadly famine in human
history, caused largely by the actions and inactions of its political leaders. Not long after, there was
a collapse of government authority that pushed the country to the brink of (and in some places
actually into) civil war and anarchy. Today, China is, for the most part, peaceful, prospering, and
proud. This is the China that was on display for the world to see during the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/politics-in-china-an-introduction.pdf


The CCP maintains a firm grip on power through a combination of popular support largely based on
its recent record of promoting rapid economic growth and harsh repression of political opposition.
Yet, the party and country face serious challenges on many fronts, including a slowing economy,
environmental desecration, pervasive corruption, extreme inequalities, and a rising tide of social
protest. Politics in China is an authoritative introduction to how the world's most populous nation
and rapidly rising global power is governed today. Written by leading China scholars, the book's
chapters offers accessible overviews of major periods in China's modern political history from the
mid-nineteenth century to the present, key topics in contemporary Chinese politics, and
developments in four important areas located on China's geographic periphery: Tibet, Xinjiang,
Hong Kong, and Taiwan.
  politics in china an introduction: Politics in China William A. Joseph, 2024-07-19 Politics in
China is an authoritative introduction to how the world's second most populous nation and rapidly
rising global power is governed today. Written by leading China scholars, each chapter offers an
accessible overview of a key topic in Chinese politics. The fourth edition of Politics in China has been
thoroughly updated and includes a new chapter on the rise and rule of Xi Jinping. It is essential
reading not only for students studying the PRC, but also for any reader interested in learning how
China has evolved in recent times, how its political system works, and about the most important
challenges it faces in years ahead.
  politics in china an introduction: Politics in China William A. Joseph, 2024 Politics in China
is an authoritative introduction to how the world's second most populous nation and rapidly rising
global power is governed today. Written by leading China scholars, each chapter offers an accessible
overview of a key topic in Chinese politics. The fourth edition of Politics in China has been
thoroughly updated and includes a new chapter on the rise and rule of Xi Jinping. It is essential
reading not only for students studying the PRC, but also for any reader interested in learning how
China has evolved in recent times, how its political system works, and about the most important
challenges it faces in years ahead.
  politics in china an introduction: Politics in China William A. Joseph, 2010 Sixty years ago,
China was one of the poorest countries in the world, populated mostly by rural peasants, and still
suffering from more than a century of internal turmoil and international humiliation. Today, China is
a rapidly modernizing economic dynamo with growing global influence. Politics in China is an
authoritative introduction to how this transformation occurred, and how China is governed today.
Written by an international team of highly-regarded China scholars, each chapter offers an
accessible overview of a key topic in Chinese politics. The opening section provides readers with a
firm grounding in China's modern political history, from the fall of the last imperial dynasty through
era of communist rule under Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and their successors. The next section
covers the political system, with chapters on Communist Party ideology, the structure of the political
system, and the policies behind the country's spectacular economic performance. The book then
focuses on several major issues in China today: politics in the countryside and the cities; the arts;
the environment; public health; and population policy. The final chapters cover politics in four
important areas located on China's geographic periphery: Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.
Comprehensive and fully up to date in its coverage, Politics in China is essential not only for
students studying contemporary China, but for any reader interested in learning how this rising
power has evolved in recent times and the workings of its current political system.
  politics in china an introduction: Handbook of the Politics of China David S.G. Goodman,
2015-11-27 The Handbook of the Politics of China is a comprehensive resource introducing readers
to the very latest in research on Chinese politics. David Goodman provides an introduction to the key
structures and issues, providing the foundations on which later learning can be built. Including a
comprehensive bibliography, it is an ideal reference work for undergraduate and postgraduate
students and academics. The Handbook contains four sections of new and original research, dealing
with leadership and institutions, public policy, political economy and social change, and
international relations. Each of the 26 chapters has been written by a leading



internationally-established authority in the field and each reviews the literature on the topic, and
presents the latest findings of research. Presenting the state of the art of the field, this
reader-oriented Handbook is an essential primer for the study of China’s politics.
  politics in china an introduction: Cultural Heritage Politics in China Tami Blumenfield,
Helaine Silverman, 2013-05-14 ​This volume explores China’s cultural heritage ideology and policies
from three interrelated perspectives: the State and World Heritage tourism; cultural heritage
tourism at undesignated sites, and the cultural politics of museums and collections. Something of a
cultural heritage designation craze is happening in China. This is new within even the last five to ten
years. Officials at many levels now see heritage preservation as a means for commoditizing their
regions. They are devoting new resources and attention to national and international heritage
designations. Thus, addressing cultural heritage politics in a nation dedicated to designation is an
important project, particularly in the context of a rapidly growing economy. This volume is also
important because it addresses a very wide range of cultural heritage, providing an excellent sample
of case studies: historic vernacular urban environments, ethnic tourism, scenic tourism, pilgrimage
as tourism, tourism and economic development, museums, border heritage, underwater remains,
and the actual governance and management of the sites. This volume is an outstanding introduction
to cultural heritage issues in China while contributing to Chinese studies for those with greater
knowledge of the area.
  politics in china an introduction: The Cultural Logic of Politics in Mainland China and Taiwan
Tianjian Shi, 2015 This book uses surveys, statistics, and case studies to explain why and how
cultural norms affect political attitudes and behavior.
  politics in china an introduction: Casino Capitalism, Society and Politics in China’s
Macau Sonny Shiu-Hing Lo, 2020-07-20 This book explores the characteristics of casino capitalism
in Macau under Chinese sovereignty and administration. It argues that casino capitalism propelled
the region’s economic prosperity and social stability in the period starting from the
internationalization of the casino industry in 2002 to the end of 2019. However, casino capitalism
also exacerbated the income gap between the rich and the poor. To tackle income inequality, the
Macau developmental state combined casino capitalism with social welfarism. The region’s
developmental state has been characterized by its relatively decisive leadership, its autonomy from
the capitalist and working classes, and a comparatively weak civil society. China has encouraged
Macau to shift from its overdependence on casino capitalism to economic diversification and
integration with the Greater Bay Area. However, given Macau’s long-standing and profound
dependence on casino capitalism, the path of economic diversification is destined to be long and
difficult. As this book also argues, the Macau model of “one country, two systems” is a unique one
which cannot be easily transplanted to Hong Kong, where the overdeveloped politics and assertive
civil society are a far cry from Macau’s frozen politics and quiescent society.
  politics in china an introduction: The Politics of Waste Management in Greater China
Natalie Wai Man Wong, 2021-04-20 The growth of municipal waste is a common challenge found in
the urbanised cities of Greater China, but the question of how to manage municipal waste is
controversial. Wong examines the politics of managing municipal waste in three cities of Greater
China: Guangzhou, Taipei, and Hong Kong. She looks at the controversies that arise from the issue
and the consequent politicisation of the various solutions that are adopted. Focusing particularly on
the dynamics of policy actors in the three cities, she compares the different political situations in
each with the others. This provides a valuable lens through which to explore the larger issue of the
political transformation of Environmental Management in the Greater China region. A compelling
insight into environmental policymaking in Greater China, for scholars studying the dynamics of
Chinese politics.
  politics in china an introduction: Politics and Government in China Guoli Liu, 2011-07-22
This concise, thought-provoking analysis explores the political changes and economic development
emblematic of a rapidly rising China. Politics and Government in China is an introduction to Chinese
government and politics. The book provides analysis of China's political history; its key leaders and



leadership transitions; and its political party, state institutions, and party policies. Moving beyond a
strict definition of politics, the book also explores the nation's economic development, social policy,
law and order, and foreign relations. Throughout these analyses, the book's primary focus is on
modern China, a nation poised to become an economic superpower. It thus explores themes such as
China's transition from a traditional society to a modern society, from a less developed to a rapidly
growing economy, from a revolutionary regime to a modernizing state, and from the rule of man to
the rule of law. Although the transitions are incomplete and the future still uncertain, this book will
help readers understand China as it is—and as it may become.
  politics in china an introduction: The Politics of the Core Leader in China Xuezhi Guo,
2019-05-09 This is the first full-length scholarly study of the Chinese 'core' leader and his role in the
Chinese Communist Party's elite politics.
  politics in china an introduction: Americans in China Terry Lautz, Terry E. Lautz, 2022
Walter Judd : Cold War crusader -- Clarence Adams & Morris Wills : searching for utopia -- Joan
Hinton & Sid Engst : true believers -- Chen-ning Yang : science and patriotism -- J. Stapleton Roy :
art of diplomacy -- Jerome & Joan Cohen : charting new frontiers -- Elizabeth Perry : legacy of
protest -- Shirley Young : joint ventures -- John Kamm : negotiating human rights -- Melinda Liu :
reporting the China story.
  politics in china an introduction: State-Society Relations and Confucian Revivalism in
Contemporary China Qin Pang, 2018-05-25 This book is a study of the causes of the Confucian
revival and the party-state’s response in China today. It concentrates on the interactions between
state and society, and the implications for the Chinese state’s control over society, or in other words,
its survival over a rapidly modernizing society. The book explores the answers to questions such as:
Why has Confucianism suddenly gathered great momentum in contemporary Chinese society? What
is the role of the Chinese state in its rise? Is the state really the orchestrator of the Confucian revival
as has been widely assumed? This book will be of interest to think-tank and policy researchers,
sinologists, and those with an interest in Chinese society.
  politics in china an introduction: Introducing Comparative Politics Stephen Orvis, Carol Ann
Drogus, 2020-01-07 The graphics in the book are extremely reader-friendly. The language is clear
and easy for students to follow. Instructor resources are quite helpful (and a key part of my
decision-making). Overall, this is the best comparative politics text for undergrads that I have found.
It covers all the important topics in the field and presents them in a way that is accessible to
students. —Laura N. Bell, West Texas A&M University Organized thematically around important
questions in comparative politics—who rules? what explains political behavior? where and
why?—Introducing Comparative Politics, Fifth Edition, integrates a set of extended case studies of
11 countries that vividly illustrate issues in cross-national context. Serving as touchstones, the cases
are placed within the chapters where they make the most sense —not separated from the theory or
in a separate volume—helping students make connections between the two earlier in the semester.
The book’s hybrid organization gives students a more holistic view of comparative politics. A
Complete Teaching & Learning Package LMS Cartridge (formally known as SAGE Coursepacks)
Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and
save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via
the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. SAGE Edge FREE online resources for students
that make learning easier. . SAGE course outcomes: Measure Results, Track Success Outlined in
your text and mapped to chapter learning objectives, SAGE course outcomes are crafted with
specific course outcomes in mind and vetted by advisors in the field. See how SAGE course outcomes
tie in with this book’s chapter-level objectives.
  politics in china an introduction: Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform Frederick C.
Teiwes, Warren Sun, 2015-12-22 The decollectivization of Chinese agriculture in the early post-Mao
period is widely recognized as a critical part of the overall reform program. But the political process
leading to this outcome is poorly understood. A number of approaches have dominated the existing
literature: 1) a power/policy struggle between Hua Guofeng’s alleged neo-Maoists and Deng



Xiaoping’s reform coalition; 2) the power of the peasants; and 3) the leading role of provincial
reformers. The first has no validity, while second and third must be viewed through more complex
lenses. This study provides a new interpretation challenging conventional wisdom. Its key finding is
that a game changer emerged in spring 1980 at the time Deng replaced Hua as CCP leader, but the
significant change in policy was not a product of any clash between these two leaders. Instead, Deng
endorsed Zhao Ziyang’s policy initiative that shifted emphasis away from Hua’s pro-peasant policy of
increased resources to the countryside, to a pro-state policy that reduced the rural burden on
national coffers. To replace the financial resources, policy measures including household farming
were implemented with considerable provincial variations. The major unexpected production
increases in 1982 confirmed the arrival of decollectivization as the template on the ground. The
dynamics of this policy change has never been adequately explained. Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural
Reform offers a deep empirical study of critical developments involving politics from the highest
levels in Beijing to China’s villages, and in the process challenges many broader accepted
interpretations of the politics of reform. It is essential reading for students and scholars of
contemporary Chinese political history.
  politics in china an introduction: The Palgrave Handbook of Comparative Public
Administration Murat Önder, Israel Nyaburi Nyadera, Md. Nazmul Islam, 2022-06-16 This handbook
discusses different countries’ bureaucratic, institutional, constitutional, reforms and governance
system. It analyses the legislative and policy making processes and applications, local structures and
functions of public administration in a given country. It presents the comparative aspects of public
administration across the globe with recent developments in the field.
  politics in china an introduction: The International Political Economy of China’s Exchange
Rate Policy Making Zhaohui Wang, 2021-01-21 This book examines the international political
economy of China’s exchange rate policy making from theoretical and empirical perspectives. It
identifies the limitations in the existing Economics studies on the RMB exchange rate and the
research gap of the Comparative Political Economy (CPE) and International Political Economy (IPE)
approaches to exchange rate politics. The author develops a three-level game framework for China’s
exchange rate policy making based on revision and synthesis of the existing CPE and IPE
approaches, which provides a richer portrait of the dynamism and complexity of China’s exchange
rate policy making. The book has applied the three-level game framework to empirically analyzing
China’s exchange rate policy making under the Hu-Wen administration. The book also discusses
some further exploration of China’s exchange rate policy in the Xi era and comparative case study of
exchange rate policy making. It is a timely and rigorous study on the role that international and
domestic politics play in forging China’s exchange rate policy making in the twenty-first century.
  politics in china an introduction: Bridling Dictators Graeme Gill, 2021 This book offers a new
perspective on authoritarian politics. Rather than the leadership of the authoritarian political
systems being always characterized by arbitrariness, fear, and struggle for power, this book argues
that politics of such regimes are structured by a series of rules which bring some consistency and
predictability.
  politics in china an introduction: The Routledge Handbook of Chinese Studies Chris
Shei, Weixiao Wei, 2021-05-30 This Handbook approaches Chinese Studies from an interdisciplinary
perspective while attempting to establish a fundamental set of core values and tenets for the subject,
in relation to the further development of Chinese Studies as an academic discipline. It aims to
consolidate the current findings in Chinese Studies, extract the essence from each affiliated
discipline, formulate a concrete set of ideas to represent the ‘Chineseness’ of the subject, establish a
clear identity for the discipline and provide clear guidelines for further research and practice. Topics
included in this Handbook cover a wide spectrum of traditional and newly added concerns in
Chinese Studies, ranging from the Chinese political system and domestic governance to
international relations, Chinese culture, literature and history, Chinese sociology (gender, middle
class, nationalism, home ownership, dating) and Chinese opposition and activism. The Handbook
also looks at widening the scope of Chinese Studies (Chinese psychology, postcolonialism and China,



Chinese science and climate change), and some illustrations of innovative Chinese Studies research
methods. The Routledge Handbook of Chinese Studies is an essential reference for researchers and
scholars in Chinese Studies, as well as students in the discipline.
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