
political machines us history
**The Role and Impact of Political Machines in US History**

political machines us history is a fascinating topic that dives deep into the intricate world of urban
politics during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These political organizations wielded immense
power in cities across America, shaping governance, elections, and public policy in ways that still
influence the political landscape today. Understanding the rise, operation, and eventual decline of
political machines offers essential insights into how political power can be centralized and
manipulated, as well as how reform movements sought to challenge entrenched corruption.

What Were Political Machines?

At their core, political machines were organized groups led by a "boss" or a small cadre of leaders
who controlled political appointments and delivered votes to maintain power. They were especially
prominent in rapidly growing urban centers like New York, Chicago, and Boston from the 1870s
through the 1930s. These entities functioned as well-oiled machines, providing services and favors to
immigrants and working-class citizens in exchange for political loyalty.

The Structure of Political Machines

Political machines had a hierarchical structure that included:

The Boss: The ultimate authority who directed the machine’s operations.

Ward Bosses: Local leaders responsible for managing neighborhoods and mobilizing voters.

Precinct Captains: The grassroots operatives who connected directly with voters, often
visiting homes and workplaces.

This organization allowed machines to maintain control over large populations by systematically
distributing resources and favors, ensuring a steady flow of electoral support.

The Rise of Political Machines in Urban America

The period of industrialization and urbanization in the late 19th century created the perfect
environment for political machines to flourish. Cities were swelling with immigrants from Europe,
many of whom were new to the political process and unfamiliar with American institutions. Political
machines filled this void by offering social services—such as jobs, food, and legal assistance—that
local governments often failed to provide.



Immigrants and Machine Politics

For many immigrants, political machines were a lifeline. They helped newcomers navigate a foreign
city, find employment, and access basic necessities. In exchange, immigrants were expected to vote
reliably for machine-backed candidates. This symbiotic relationship forged a powerful political
alliance.

Notably, Tammany Hall in New York City became synonymous with political machines. Led by figures
like William “Boss” Tweed, Tammany Hall dominated city politics for decades, leveraging immigrant
votes to maintain power while also engaging in notorious corruption.

Political Machines and Corruption

While political machines often provided valuable services, their legacy is also marked by corruption
and graft. The centralized control of patronage jobs and contracts created an environment ripe for
abuse.

Patronage and Graft

Political machines controlled municipal jobs and contracts, awarding them based on loyalty rather
than merit—a practice known as patronage or the “spoils system.” This system allowed machines to
enrich themselves and their allies through kickbacks, inflated contracts, and embezzlement.

Boss Tweed’s Tammany Hall is perhaps the most infamous example. Under his leadership, the
machine stole millions of dollars from New York City taxpayers through fraudulent contracts and
bribes, leading to public outrage and eventually legal consequences.

The Impact on Governance

The dominance of political machines often meant that city governments were inefficient and corrupt.
Public funds were diverted from essential services, and policies were crafted to benefit the machine’s
interests over the public good. However, the machine’s ability to maintain social order and provide
services often complicated efforts to dismantle them.

The Decline of Political Machines

By the early 20th century, growing public awareness of corruption and changing political dynamics
began to undermine political machines. Several factors contributed to their decline.



Reform Movements and Progressive Era Politics

The Progressive Era (roughly 1890 to 1920) brought widespread calls for government reform,
transparency, and professionalization. Reformers pushed for:

Merit-based civil service systems to replace patronage.

Direct election of senators and other political offices.

Voter registration laws and secret ballots to reduce fraud.

Greater accountability and oversight of public officials.

These changes chipped away at the power bases of political machines, making it harder to control
votes and dispense patronage.

Changing Demographics and Political Alliances

As immigrant communities assimilated and new political coalitions formed, the influence of traditional
political machines waned. Other institutions, such as labor unions and interest groups, began to play a
more prominent role in mobilizing voters and influencing policy.

Legacy of Political Machines in US History

Though political machines largely faded by the mid-20th century, their impact on American politics
remains significant. They demonstrated how political power could be organized and wielded through
grassroots networks, and they highlighted both the potential and pitfalls of machine-style politics.

Lessons From Political Machines

Studying political machines offers valuable lessons:

The Importance of Political Organization: Machines showed the power of structured,
disciplined political mobilization, especially in diverse urban settings.

The Risks of Patronage and Corruption: Their history underscores the dangers of
unregulated patronage systems and the need for transparency.

The Role of Social Services in Politics: Machines met real social needs, suggesting that
political organizations that provide tangible benefits can build strong voter loyalty.



Modern Parallels

While the classic political machine may be a thing of the past, echoes of their strategies remain.
Modern political campaigns still rely on grassroots organizing, targeted voter outreach, and coalition-
building. Additionally, debates about patronage, political favoritism, and corruption continue,
reminding us that the challenges political machines raised are still relevant today.

---

Exploring political machines us history uncovers a complex chapter in American democracy—one
where power, service, corruption, and reform intertwined. Their story is a testament to the evolving
nature of politics and the ongoing struggle to balance effective governance with ethical leadership.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were political machines in US history?
Political machines were organized groups that controlled political parties in cities during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, often using patronage and corruption to maintain power.

Who was a famous political machine leader in US history?
William M. Tweed, also known as Boss Tweed, was a notorious leader of Tammany Hall, the
Democratic political machine that controlled New York City politics in the mid-1800s.

How did political machines gain support from immigrant
communities?
Political machines provided immigrants with jobs, housing, and legal assistance in exchange for votes,
thereby securing loyal support and maintaining their political power.

What role did political machines play in urban development?
Political machines often facilitated urban development projects by awarding contracts and jobs to
their supporters, which sometimes led to both improvements and widespread corruption in city
governments.

Why did political machines decline in the 20th century?
Political machines declined due to reforms such as civil service laws, increased voter awareness, and
the rise of alternative political organizations that reduced corruption and patronage practices.



Additional Resources
Political Machines in US History: An Analytical Review

political machines us history reveals a complex and often controversial chapter in American
political development. These organizations, which thrived primarily in urban centers from the late
19th century through the early 20th century, were pivotal in shaping the political landscape of the
United States. They wielded immense influence by controlling votes, managing patronage, and
delivering services to constituents. While political machines are frequently criticized for fostering
corruption and undermining democratic processes, they also played a role in integrating diverse
immigrant populations into American political life. This article delves into the origins, operations, and
legacy of political machines in US history, analyzing their multifaceted impact on governance and
society.

The Emergence of Political Machines in Urban America

The rise of political machines coincided with rapid urbanization and immigration in American cities
during the late 1800s. As cities like New York, Chicago, and Boston swelled with new arrivals,
municipal governments struggled to provide basic services, including housing, sanitation, and
employment. Political machines emerged as organized groups that sought to harness this growing
urban electorate by offering tangible benefits in exchange for political loyalty.

These machines were hierarchical organizations, often led by a “boss” who exercised considerable
control over local politics. The boss coordinated a network of ward-level operatives, who maintained
direct contact with voters. This structure allowed machines to mobilize large blocs of votes during
elections, effectively dominating city governments for decades.

Key Figures and Notorious Examples

Among the most infamous political machines was New York City's Tammany Hall, which reached its
zenith under the leadership of William M. Tweed, known as "Boss Tweed." Tweed’s reign in the 1860s
and 1870s epitomized both the power and corruption associated with political machines. His
organization manipulated public contracts and embezzled millions, yet also provided social services
and assistance to immigrant communities.

Similarly, Chicago’s Democratic machine, led by figures like Richard J. Daley in the mid-20th century,
maintained control through patronage and voter mobilization. These machines often transcended
simple vote-buying, embedding themselves deeply into the social fabric of their cities.

Mechanisms and Operations of Political Machines

Understanding how political machines operated requires examining the strategies they employed to
maintain control and influence.



Patronage and the Spoils System

One of the defining features of political machines was the use of patronage—the distribution of
government jobs and contracts to loyal supporters. This system, often referred to as the "spoils
system," rewarded political allies with positions in municipal departments, police forces, and public
works projects. By controlling employment opportunities, machines ensured a dependable base of
supporters who depended on the machine for their livelihood.

Voter Mobilization and Electoral Control

Political machines excelled at organizing voters, particularly among immigrant and working-class
populations who were often marginalized by mainstream political parties. Machine operatives
provided assistance with naturalization, employment, and social services, effectively exchanging
these favors for votes. Election day efforts included voter intimidation, manipulation, and sometimes
outright fraud, such as ballot stuffing and repeat voting.

Social Services and Community Integration

Contrary to the purely negative connotations, political machines also performed essential social
functions. In an era before comprehensive public welfare systems, machines acted as informal safety
nets, helping immigrants navigate urban life. They connected newcomers with housing, jobs, and
basic legal aid, thereby fostering a sense of community and political inclusion.

Impact on American Politics and Society

The influence of political machines extended beyond municipal governance and had far-reaching
implications for the broader political system.

Pros and Cons of Political Machines

Advantages: Machines helped integrate immigrant populations into political life, providing vital
social services and ensuring that the needs of marginalized communities were addressed.

Disadvantages: They often perpetuated corruption, undermined democratic accountability,
and engaged in unethical practices that distorted electoral outcomes.



Reforms and the Decline of Political Machines

The early 20th century saw a wave of progressive reforms aimed at dismantling political machines.
Civil service reforms, such as the Pendleton Act of 1883, sought to replace patronage with merit-
based hiring. The introduction of secret ballots and voter registration laws curtailed election fraud.
Additionally, the rise of professional city managers reduced the influence of elected officials controlled
by machines.

These reforms, combined with changing social dynamics and increased federal intervention, gradually
eroded the power of political machines. However, their legacy persisted in the form of entrenched
political networks and ongoing debates about the balance between political organization and
democratic integrity.

Comparisons with Modern Political Organizations

While traditional political machines have largely disappeared, elements of their strategies remain
relevant. Modern political campaigns continue to emphasize grassroots mobilization and targeted
outreach, particularly in swing districts. The patronage system has been largely curtailed, but the
influence of political networks and machine-style tactics persists in some local contexts.

Moreover, the historical study of political machines offers insights into how political power can be both
a tool for community empowerment and a mechanism for corruption, a duality still evident in
contemporary politics.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Political
Machines

Political machines in US history represent a paradoxical institution—both a force for political inclusion
and a vehicle for corruption. Their rise was a response to the challenges of rapid urbanization and
immigration, filling gaps left by inadequate government services. While reform movements curtailed
their dominance, the imprint of political machines remains a critical subject for understanding urban
politics and the evolution of American democracy.

By examining the operational tactics, social functions, and political consequences of these machines,
historians and political analysts gain a nuanced appreciation of their role. The story of political
machines underscores the complexities inherent in balancing effective governance, political
participation, and ethical accountability in a dynamic society.
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  political machines us history: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew Robertson,
Michael A. Morrison, William G. Shade, Robert Johnston, Robert Zieger, Thomas Langston, Richard
Valelly, 2010-04-01 Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political development through a unique

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-197/political-machines-us-history.pdf


chronological framework Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History explores the events, policies,
activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have created and shaped political life in
the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields of history and political science, this
seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars the opportunity to examine the
political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present day. With greater coverage
than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History identifies and illuminates
patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader’s understanding of American political
institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both government and history, the
Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with more than 100 essays for each
of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one of seven time periods that
correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this authoritative encyclopedia
focus on the following themes of political history: The three branches of government Elections and
political parties Legal and constitutional histories Political movements and philosophies, and key
political figures Economics Military politics International relations, treaties, and alliances Regional
histories Key Features Organized chronologically by political eras Reader’s guide for easy-topic
searching across volumes Maps, photographs, and tables enhance the text Signed entries by a
stellar group of contributors VOLUME 1 ?Colonial Beginnings through Revolution ?1500–1783
?Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman College ?The colonial period witnessed the
transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This volume
discusses the diversity of the colonial political experience—a diversity that modern scholars have
found defies easy synthesis—as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to
revolution, and the ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2 ?The Early Republic ?1784–1840
?Volume Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue University No period in the history of the United
States was more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American
republic. This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and
the development of the party system. VOLUME 3 ?Expansion, Division, and Reconstruction
?1841–1877 ?Volume Editor: William Shade, Lehigh University (emeritus) ?This volume examines
three decades in the middle of the nineteenth century, which witnessed: the emergence of the
debate over slavery in the territories, which eventually led to the Civil War; the military conflict
itself from 1861 until 1865; and the process of Reconstruction, which ended with the readmission of
all of the former Confederate States to the Union and the withdrawal of the last occupying federal
troops from those states in 1877. VOLUME 4 ?From the Gilded Age through the Age of Reform
?1878–1920 ?Volume Editor: Robert Johnston, University of Illinois at Chicago With the withdrawal
of federal soldiers from Southern states the previous year, 1878 marked a new focus in American
politics, and it became recognizably modern within the next 40 years. This volume focuses on race
and politics; economics, labor, and capitalism; agrarian politics and populism; national politics;
progressivism; foreign affairs; World War I; and the end of the progressive era. VOLUME 5
?Prosperity, Depression, and War ?1921–1945 ?Volume Editor: Robert Zieger, University of Florida
Between 1921 and 1945, the U.S. political system exhibited significant patterns of both continuity
and change in a turbulent time marked by racist conflicts, the Great Depression, and World War II.
The main topics covered in this volume are declining party identification; the Roosevelt Coalition;
evolving party organization; congressional inertia in the 1920s; the New Deal; Congress during
World War II; the growth of the federal government; Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency; the
Supreme Court’s conservative traditions; and a new judicial outlook. VOLUME 6 ?Postwar
Consensus to Social Unrest ?1946–1975 ?Volume Editor: Thomas Langston, Tulane University This
volume examines the postwar era with the consolidation of the New Deal, the onset of the Cold War,
and the Korean War. It then moves into the 1950s and early 1960s, and discusses the Vietnam war;
the era of John F. Kennedy; the Cuban Missile Crisis; the Civil Rights Act; Martin Luther King and
the Voting Rights Act; antiwar movements; The War Powers Act; environmental policy; the Equal
Rights Amendment; Roe v. Wade; Watergate; and the end of the Vietnam War. VOLUME 7 ?The
Clash of Conservatism and Liberalism ?1976 to present ?Volume Editor: Richard Valelly,



Swarthmore College ?The troubled Carter Administration, 1977–1980, proved to be the political
gateway for the resurgence of a more ideologically conservative Republican party led by a popular
president, Ronald Reagan. The last volume of the Encyclopedia covers politics and national
institutions in a polarized era of nationally competitive party politics and programmatic debates
about taxes, social policy, and the size of national government. It also considers the mixed blessing
of the change in superpower international competition associated with the end of the Cold War.
Stateless terrorism (symbolized by the 9/11 attacks), the continuing American tradition of civil
liberties, and the broad change in social diversity wrought by immigration and the impact in this
period of the rights revolutions are also covered.
  political machines us history: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew Whitmore
Robertson, 2010 Annotation st1\: · {behavior:url(£ieooui) } Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political
development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of U.S. Political History
explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have
created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields
of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars
the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present
day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History
identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader & BAD:rsquo;s
understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both
government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with
more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one
of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this
authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political history:The three branches of
governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional historiesPolitical movements and
philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary politicsInternational relations, treaties, and
alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized chronologically by political erasReader &
BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across volumesMaps, photographs, and tables enhance
the textSigned entries by a stellar group of contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial Beginnings through
Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman
CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an
independent federated republic. This volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political
experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern scholars have found defies easy synthesis &
BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution, and the
ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume
Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period in the history of the United States was
more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic.
This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the
development of the party system.
  political machines us history: A History of the U.S. Political System Richard A. Harris,
Daniel J. Tichenor, 2009-12-23 This reference resource combines unique historical analysis,
scholarly essays, and primary source documents to explore the evolution of ideas and institutions
that have shaped American government and Americans' political behavior. One of the most active
and revealing approaches to research into the American political system is one that focuses on
political development, an approach that combines the tools of the political scientist and the
historian. A History of the U.S. Political System: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions is the first
comprehensive resource that uses this approach to explore the evolution of the American political
system from the adoption of the Constitution to the present. A History of the U.S. Political System is
a three-volume collection of original essays and primary documents that examines the ideas,
institutions, and policies that have shaped American government and politics throughout its history.
The first volume is issues-oriented, covering governmental and nongovernmental institutions as well
as key policy areas. The second volume examines America's political development historically,



surveying its dynamic government era by era. Volume three is a collection of documentary materials
that supplement and enhance the reader's experience with the other volumes.
  political machines us history: Regents Exams and Answers: U.S. History and
Government Revised Edition Eugene V. Resnick, John McGeehan, 2021-01-05 Barron’s Regents
Exams and Answers: U.S. History and Government provides essential review for students taking the
U.S. History Regents, including actual exams administered for the course, thorough answer
explanations, and comprehensive review of all topics. This edition features: Five actual,
administered Regents exams so students can get familiar with the test Comprehensive review
questions grouped by topic, to help refresh skills learned in class Thorough explanations for all
answers Score analysis charts to help identify strengths and weaknesses Study tips and test-taking
strategies Looking for additional practice and review? Check out Barron’s Regents U.S. History and
Government Power Pack two-volume set, which includes Let’s Review Regents: U.S. History and
Government in addition to the Regents Exams and Answers: U.S. History and Government book.
  political machines us history: Regents Exams and Answers: U.S. History and Government
2020 Eugene V. Resnick, John McGeehan, Morris Gall, William Streitweiser, 2020-06-19 Always
study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for Regents Exams and Answers: U.S. History and
Government, ISBN 9781506266657, on sale January 05, 2021. Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to
any online entitles included with the product.
  political machines us history: AP U.S. History Premium, 2024: Comprehensive Review With 5
Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option Eugene V. Resnick, 2023-07-04 Sharpen your
test-taking skills with five full-length practice tests--two in the book and three more online;
strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all units on the AP U.S. History exam;
reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter--
  political machines us history: A Guidebook for Teaching United States History Tedd
Levy, Donna Collins Krasnow, 1979
  political machines us history: AP US History Eugene V. Resnick, 2020-08-04 Looking for an
additional way to prep for the AP exam? Check out Barron's AP U.S. History Podcast wherever you
get your favorite podcasts. Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP
experts! Barron’s AP U.S. History: 2021-2022 includes in-depth content review and practice. It’s the
only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from
Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with
comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study
advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen
your test-taking skills with 2 full-length practice tests Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth
review covering all Units on the AP U.S.History Exam Reinforce your learning with practice
questions at the end of each chapter
  political machines us history: Kaplan AP U.S. History 2016 Krista Dornbush, 2015-08-04
The Advanced Placement test preparation guide that delivers 75 years of proven Kaplan experience
and features exclusive strategies, practice, and review to help students ace the AP U.S. History
exam! Students spend the school year preparing for the AP U.S. History test. Now it’s time to reap
the rewards: money-saving college credit, advanced placement, or an admissions edge. However,
achieving a top score on the AP U.S. History exam requires more than knowing the
material—students need to get comfortable with the test format itself, prepare for pitfalls, and arm
themselves with foolproof strategies. That’s where the Kaplan plan has the clear advantage. Kaplan's
AP U.S. History 2016 contains many essential and unique features to help improve test scores,
including: * Four full-length practice tests and a diagnostic test to target areas for score
improvement * Detailed answer explanations * Expert video tutorials * A study sheet packed with
key dates, terms, and facts * Tips and strategies for scoring higher from expert AP U.S. History
teachers and students who got a perfect 5 on the exam * Targeted review of the most up-to-date
content, including any information about test changes and key information that is specific to the AP



U.S. History exam * A comprehensive index and glossary of key terms and concepts Kaplan's AP U.S.
History 2016 authors Krista Dornbush, Steve Mercado, and Diane Vecchio have a combined total of
over 40 years of experience teaching U.S. history as well as world and European history. Their
expertise has helped make this and other books the best that Kaplan has to offer in AP test prep.
Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2016 provides students with everything they need to improve their
scores—guaranteed. Kaplan’s Higher Score guarantee provides security that no other test
preparation guide on the market can match. Kaplan has helped more than three million students to
prepare for standardized tests. We invest more than $4.5 million annually in research and support
for our products. We know that our test-taking techniques and strategies work and our materials are
completely up-to-date. Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2016 is the must-have preparation tool for every
student looking to do better on the AP U.S. History test!
  political machines us history: A Short History of the United States, 1492-1920 John Spencer
Bassett, 1921
  political machines us history: SAT Subject Test U.S. History Kaplan Test Prep, 2017-01-03
Kaplan's SAT Subject Test U.S. History is the most up-to-date guide on the market with the essential
content, practice, and strategies students need for success on Test Day. Kaplan's expert tips and
focused review will help you ace the test and give your college applications a boost. Essential
Review Three full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations A full-length diagnostic
test identifies areas for score improvement so you can personalize your prep Focused chapter
summaries, highlights, and quizzes End-of-chapter quizzes for additional practice Proven
score-raising strategies teach you how to tackle the test efficiently Expert Guidance We know the
test: Our Learning Engineers have put tens of thousands of hours into studying the SAT – using real
data to design the most effective strategies and study plans. Kaplan's expert psychometricians make
sure our practice questions and study materials are true to the test. We invented test prep—Kaplan
(www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for almost 80 years, and more than 95% of our
students get into their top-choice schools. Our proven strategies have helped legions of students
achieve their dreams.
  political machines us history: Kaplan SAT Subject Test U.S. History 2015-2016 Kaplan
Test Prep, 2015-03-03 Proven strategies, practice, and review to ace the SAT Subject Test U.S.
History. Getting into a top college has never been more difficult. Students need to distinguish
themselves from the crowd, and scoring well on a SAT Subject Test gives students a competitive
edge. Kaplan's SAT Subject Test: U.S. History is the most up-to-date guide on the market with
complete coverage of both the content review and strategies students need for success on test day.
Kaplan's SAT Subject Test: U.S. History features: * A full-length diagnostic test * Full-length practice
tests * Focused chapter summaries, highlights, and quizzes * Detailed answer explanations * Proven
score-raising strategies * End-of-chapter quizzes Kaplan is serious about raising students’
scores—we guarantee students will get a higher score.
  political machines us history: AP U.S. History Premium, 2026: Prep Book with 5 Practice
Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational Series, Eugene V. Resnick,
2025-07-01 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP
U.S. History Premium, 2026 includes in‑depth content review and online practice. It’s the only book
you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s‑‑all
content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review
tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam
day‑‑it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test‑taking
skills with 5 full‑length practice tests‑‑2 in the book and 3 more online–plus detailed answer
explanationsand sample responses for all questions Strengthen your knowledge with in‑depth review
covering all Units on the AP U.S. History Exam Reinforce your learning with multiple-choice practice
questions at the end of each chapter that cover frequently tested topics within that unit Refine your
historical thinking skills and learn how to make connections between topics by reviewing hundreds
of sidebars throughout the book that define and relate key ideas Online Practice Continue your



practice with 3 full‑length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam
experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations
and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress Going forward, this
exam will only be offered in a digital format. Barron's AP online tests offer a digital experience with
a timed test option to get you ready for test day. Visit the Barron's Learning Hub for more digital
practice. Looking for more ways to prep? Check out Barron's AP U.S. History Podcast wherever you
get your favorite podcasts AND power up your study sessions with Barron's AP U.S. History on
Kahoot!-- additional, free prep to help you ace your exam! Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from 3rd party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any
online entities included with the product.
  political machines us history: Term Paper Resource Guide to Nineteenth-Century U.S.
History Kathleen W. Craver, 2008-06-30 Major help for those inevitable American History term
paper projects has arrived to enrich and stimulate students in challenging and enjoyable ways.
Students from high school age to undergraduate will be able to get a jumpstart on assignments with
the hundreds of term paper projects and research information offered here in an easy-to-use format.
Users can quickly choose from the 100 important events of the nineteenth century, carefully
selected to be appealing to students, and delve right in. Each event entry begins with a brief
summary to pique interest and then offers original and thought-provoking term paper ideas in both
standard and alternative formats that incorporate the latest in electronic media, such as iPod and
iMovie. The best in primary and secondary sources for further research are then annotated, followed
by vetted, stable Web site suggestions and multimedia resources for further viewing and listening.
Librarians and faculty will want to use this as well. Students dread term papers, but with this book,
the research experience is transformed and elevated. Term Paper Resource Guide to
Nineteenth-Century U.S. History is a superb source to motivate and educate students who have a
wide range of interests and talents. The provided topics on events, people, inventions, cultural
contributions, wars, and technological advances reflect the country's nineteenth-century character
and experience. Some examples of the topics are Barbary Pirate Wars, the Thomas Jefferson and
Sally Hemings liaison, Tecumseh and the Prophet, the Santa Fe Trail, Immigration in the 1840s, the
Seneca Falls Convention, the Purchase of Alaska, Boss Tweed's Ring, Wyatt Earp and the Gunfight at
O.K. Corral, United States v. Wong Kim Ark, and Scott Joplin and Ragtime Music.
  political machines us history: Fast Track: U.S. History The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 GET
UP TO SPEED WITH FAST TRACK: U.S. History! Covering the most important material taught in
high school American history class, this essential review book breaks need-to-know content into
accessible, easily understood lessons. Inside this book, you'll find: • Clear, concise summaries of the
most important events, people, and concepts in United States history • Maps, timelines, and charts
for quick visual reference • Easy-to-follow content organization and illustrations With its friendly,
straightforward approach and a clean, modern design crafted to appeal to visual learners, this
guidebook is perfect for catching up in class or getting ahead on exam review. Topics covered in
Fast Track: U.S. History include: • Native Americans • Colonial America • The Revolutionary War •
Abolitionism and suffrage • The Civil War and Reconstruction • The Industrial Revolution • The
Great Depression • World Wars I and II • The Cold War • Civil rights • Conservatism and the New
Right • 9/11 and globalism ... and more!
  political machines us history: AP U.S. History Prep Plus 2020 & 2021 Kaplan Test Prep,
2020-08-11 Kaplan's AP U.S. History Prep Plus 2020 & 2021 is revised to align with the latest exam.
This edition features hundreds of practice questions in the book and online, complete explanations
for every question, and a concise review of high-yield content to quickly build your skills and
confidence. Test-like practice comes in 3 full-length exams, 18 pre- and post-chapter quizzes, and 9
online quizzes. Customizable study plans ensure that you make the most of the study time you have.
We’re so confident that U.S. History Prep Plus offers the guidance you need that we guarantee it:
after studying with our online resources and book, you’ll score higher on the exam—or you'll get
your money back. The College Board has announced that the 2021 exam dates for AP U.S. History



will be May 6, May 19, or June 2, depending on the testing format. (Each school will determine the
testing format for their students.) To access your online resources, go to kaptest.com/moreonline
and follow the directions. You'll need your book handy to complete the process. Expert Guidance We
know the test—our AP experts make sure our practice questions and study materials are true to the
exam. We know students—every explanation is written to help you learn, and our tips on the exam
structure and question formats will help you avoid surprises on Test Day. We invented test
prep—Kaplan (kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and 9 out of 10 Kaplan students
get into one or more of their top-choice colleges.
  political machines us history: Encyclopedia of American Political Parties and Elections
Larry Sabato, Howard R. Ernst, 2014-05-14 Presents a complete reference guide to American
political parties and elections, including an A-Z listing of presidential elections with terms, people
and events involved in the process.
  political machines us history: AP U.S. History 2017-2018 Krista Dornbush, 2017-02-07
Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2017-2018 provides essential practice, targeted review, and proven
strategies to help students ace the AP Human Geography exam. Master the material, get
comfortable with the test format, and get expert advice on how to score higher. Essential Practice
Four full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations A diagnostic test to target areas for
score improvement Targeted review of the most up-to-date content, including key information that is
specific to the AP U.S. History exam A comprehensive index and glossary of key terms and concepts
A full-color study sheet packed with key dates, terms, and facts Video tutorials available at
kaptest.com/APUSH17 Expert Guidance Tips and strategies for scoring higher from expert AP U.S.
History teachers and students who got a perfect 5 on the exam Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2017-2018
authors Krista Dornbush, Steve Mercado, and Diane Vecchio have a combined total of over 40 years
of experience teaching U.S. history as well as world and European history. We invented test
prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for almost 80 years, and more than 95%
of our students get into their top-choice schools. Our proven strategies have helped legions of
students achieve their dreams.
  political machines us history: Place Matters Peter Dreier, John H. Mollenkopf, Todd
Swanstrom, 2004 Analyzes the problematic trends facing America's cities and older suburbs and
challenges us to put America's urban crisis back on the national agenda.
  political machines us history: A Short History of the United States, 1492-1929 John Spencer
Bassett, 1929
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